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PREFACE. 



Thi3 little Work prétends to hava no merït but ît3 tnithfulness. 
It neither professes to be the bibour of a Jornini, nor the pro- 
duction oî a, Burgojne. The autlior leavea ail atteiapta in nbler 
and better banda. It m&j, however, âll a gap in tbe bistory of 
the late War — by abowing tbe bardiibipa, the famine, ajid the 
wanta iucidautal to a aoldier'e life, and wbirJi decimate a régiment 
more aurely tban the muraille of tbe enemy, Wbile avoiding ail 
criticism upon tbe atrategy of tbe campaign, the autbor confines 
himâelf to tbe triais through wbicb the contingent of IrisbinGn under 
Lia command actually paaaed. Thore ia more in warfare than bnttlea, 
and there is mure in battles than mère figbting. Tbere ia, in fact, a 
fund of almost untouched Uterary lore in the doily life of a soldier 
on active service, and it h upon thia comparatively unbroken ground 
that thia book ia aubmltted to the reader's courteoua considération. 




INTRODUCTION. 



" DiD you hear the news î" 

" What news 1'' we emjuired ia a breatb. 

"The Eroperor and hia army liave been taken prisonera of "w^" 
exclaimed our itiformant, looking at us with a pair of eyes somenhat 
dilated, tvhUe hia fiiigcrs played nith a newspaper still damp froio 
tbe pross. 

" Impossible,'' we answeradj sliowing by our incredulity tbe bent 
uf our Bympatbies. But our vU-a-m waa demonstratively certain, 
and toaaed off a cooling draught by way of codicil to bis informa- 
tion. My compaiiiou looked as grave as if be bad suddenly come 
under tbe inlluence of aome neigbbouring Squire Humpbrey, wMie 
be in turn assured me that I looked " the picture of seriouaness, tem- 
pered with surprise." We bad îieen making a kaapsack tour in 
Wîcklow, and iiad just entered Jordan'a Hotet at Glendalough, to 
obtain wbat is knowa in Iriab parlance as " a refresber,"wben we 
heard tlie unwclcome news of tbe disaster of Sedan. My frieud waa 
a Trinity man, and tlmaght that a tramp through wbat Tbackeray 
called the " Gardon of Ireland," would enable bim to bend to bis 
pioua Btudies with mort devoted zeal tban ho bad for aome time past 
been accustomed to. Altbougb an aspirant for Protestant diviiiity 
liononrE, be was thoroughly Franco-Iriah in bis sympathies, and we 
liad often weaned away the time with brilliant spéculations on tlie 
probable humiliation that awaited the troopa of tbe " Vaterland" by 
the aoldiers of the Armée Française. Althoaglj of différent religions, 
WB wondrously agreed in our général conclusions, and Lit off our 
dilTurences tu wbat Bamey BUuds migbt call " a hair." We jointiy 
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(Lgreeil tbut there were more beantîfat sputs in " tlie wide world" 
thon whnt the Beran^r of Irelaud called ' ' The volo iu whose boaom," 
&C ; thnl the brave clans of the O'Byme had good vaiitage grouud 
in the wilda of Gleumnlure against the «tvage oiislauglit of the 
Pale. Wo mado vague guessea at the sCate of society wbeji sointl; 
men nere allowed to hnrl [iretty girla from off " bectling rocks" 
irithotit [lossible trial by epccial commission as a cliinax to the deed. 
But the news me heard at Jordan'e chaoged our thoughlH from the 
put to the présent. Our refresher iras repeated, and, packs on, we 
OBM uoro st«ppcd out aloDg the beauttfnt road that nins throiif(h 
tbo " Seveti CbnrcheH." I cannot say that I did nul eijoy the 
•cene, notmithstAnding the culamity to France of which I and my 
eoiApanion hod jiiBt beard. My friend wm, indeed, of a tnore 
ardent tempérament, cnthusiastic id anticipation, depreased in dis- 
ApimintCDent. To him the charma uf the deligbtful p\nce werc 
lost. Thcre waa altcruittely a vacancy aud a Gnry expreBsion în 
hia eyc«, vbich wonid lood an observer ta think that ho was waver- 
ing between utter hopelcegneM and imnginalive pîctures of niimic 
battalionti " tnarcbing U> death vitb mUit&ry glec." Once, indeod, 
«hcn pouing St. Kevin'a Church, " ihat toppod the noigbboiuing 
hlll," wo hnlt<;d, and bcgan to ii]iecukti: upon the probable reanlts of 
tbe capture of the Iniporial troopN, and aftcr an hour «peut in vagn« 
gueaaei, we gave ît up, and came to the codcIuuou that we know 
tinthiiig about it. But our tour na^ sjxiiled. The mild bcantïmi nî 
the vale of Clara had no chana (or mj synipathelic friend, and wheu 
we got near Wîckluw, we hiok tbe train, and were mqb bowling 
back tu town agniii. 

Tbore la a »|>eciefl of inadneas which ts nothing more tkan idéal 
enthunaani, and euruly Duliliii wns idéal mad about France and it« 
diaasten in Soptewber, \HTO. The fortune* of Zo (Jraiule A'alion 
weie indeed overcast with gluuni. Tbc surrcudar of Mack at l'Im 
XMti be«u thrown îiito tlir diade by tho calaoùiy at Sedan, whcrc 



INTEIDUCTION. 

70,000 rrencHmen passed under the Caudîne Fgrks. Jena and 
Friedland liad been avenged. The army of France liad been gobbled 
up by the liosts of Germany. As Egypt, the cradlo of civilization, 
was overruQ by Ëthiopiana, nurtiired amidiit hatdïer conditions; as 
Babylonia waB subdued by Chaldcans from Taurus and Caucasua ; 
as Ferai» fell beneatb tbe rapïd ouslauglits oE Âraba, and Huu3, 
and Moguls ; end later on in history, as the Roman Empire ieti be- 
fare Franka, Gotha, Huna, Araba, and Vaudala, so diJ Northern 
France lie prostrate beneath the iron heel of victorioua Germany. 
Tlie Teuton was everjTïhere triumphant over the Oaul. Thehope of 
obtaining the Ehine frontier fur France, had vauished into thin air. 
The dr6amofLavallée,waa, for the timebeing,no more. TheEmperor 
aud his army prisonera of war! Marahal Baziiiue, tbe couqueror of 
Hexico, thwarted at Metz, Mars-le-Tours, and Resoiiville, and hia mag- 
nilîceiit arroy eut iu two, as waa done a week before, and in the same 
maaterly manner, to that of MacMahon at Woerth. Strasburg, Toul, 
and Laon, were ail in danger of immédiate bombardment and capitu- 
lation. Paris woa threateued, and but a handful of the Freucii regii- 
lar army remained to défend tho National flag. Bat the apirit of the 
nation was unaubdued. Tbe Republic had boenproclajined on the 4 ih 
of Septeniber, and it was fondly hoped that the new govemment would 
aave the country, as did the Uepnblic of lT!f2. The nation was 
called to arms ! Bebiud the Loire the Mobile Guard waa organising 
with wondrous rapidity. Free corps were forming everywhere. A 
deliri» of MacMahon 's army under Vinoy, had made ita way to Paris 
aud formed a nucleus for the ill-conditioned garrison. With hardly 
a regular soldier in tbe field, distracted in her internai power, a 
révolution in the capital, France had nothîng but her newly-raised 
levies to resist the most perfectly organiaed amiy the world had ever 
seen. In Ireland sympathy for France becnrne a standard cry. 
Tlie French consul in Dublin was aereuaded by tho people, and 
" kïllîng a Hesaian for yourseU" became once more a h.att»4\iïi\à.-»i'3ï4. 
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thrnugfaout tlie Itind. Tlieu tbe ulea of tlie Ambulance origin.ited, 
nad wa» quickly put iiito exécution. Hundrcds of young nieti 
vulunteered to participate in Ibe CAUEe, nnd serve beneath the flng 
wliicli îs iidw emblemfttical ot ttc old Calvinistic city. A few oiily 
coiild be acceptecl. MUitary men knew th.it the AinbiilaTice Com- 
mittee mnde a serions ini^lake in aeiidiiig tbree huodred voluTit«eni 
to attend on fonr Ambiitance wuggnns ; bat like the thief in the 
Bfg^at'a Opéra, the Ambulnnce Cnmiiiittee danced tu the muaic of 
ita own chains. But it iiiadvertently [orwarded what nome anxions 
men in Ireland had in «intemphition— an Irish Légion for tnilîtary 
service in France. Many uf tho Ambulance men acccpted a paaaage 
tu Ffuiicg for thia purpose. 1 was nsnured that if I foilowed the Ani- 
buliuice Corps lo France, I coiild fomi the niuleus of a Franco-Irish 
rvgim'^nt ont of the jneit who were prcjtared to Tdliiiitner for tho 
arniy ; and as Ln/ontaine was Ie«Wng the qtiny in Dublin, iJhe last 
wonl» I hcard fmm aniong tlie crnwd of men who thronged her 
di-ck. were assurances that there were, at lensi, one hnndred of them 
wUliiig to leam the soldier's gloriotts trade, under the FroncU tri- 
eolouT. I proDiised to follow overlaiid, and that night amuHi-i] some 
of niy friends by âepusitiiig my burt will and tcHtaini'iit in thoir keep- 
ing. My Trinity frîond mado an acrobatie spritig nt my pcwon when 
I infomod him of my détermination, My pions friends ofiered to 
say A round of pmycrs for my satety, and my sccptiuil ai-qiialutancH 
bade me a hearty adieu over a few iMttlea of chiunpagno, whilo 
many asanml mn tUal if ] aucceeded ihcy wrould foUnw in my wslra. 
'■ Onco form thp nuclciis of a cnrpa beynnd," wiid an ei-cttptain <>f 
a Une régiment to me, a few hours before my de[>arture, " and suc- 
ci^as il certain. We can seud any number of mon, and III be mit 
«ith H bntch bcfor« long.'' The twu following dayn vrere cngaged 
in making somo neceasary prrpamtinnii, and on the I3tb »f C)rtob«r, 
1870, two day^ ofter the dcparturo of the Aiit!ial<iiue lH<inil,iit<, 
1 Ml Dublin m routt Un Havre. 



"LA COMPAGNIE IRLANDAISE;" 

fiEMimSCENCES OP THE FRANCO-GEBMAN WAB. 
CHAPTER L 

"^Diiwret tililque flils)!»." 

La, Belle France loamed throiigh a mUtj atmosptieTe on tlie I4th 
n£ October, 1S70, and the waves licked iiïgli ftgaïasfc the chalk 
coast of Seine Inférieure as we ateamed into the harbour al HAvr& 
Spray was tossed in miniature ahowers over tlie slip, and now and 
aga.iu fell in tinael parttclcs ttpon tho people who Itnod the quay. 
To me the imiltiplicity of uaiforms wxs tbe must attractive feature 
in view ; as Lincsmeii, Guard Mobiles, Ooard National, and Free- 
Ehoot«re moved wîth easj gait amongst tlie neatly-dressed bourgeoise 
of lie town, Thore wore peasants in tho hereditaiy tabùt, tbat 
eingular wooden prot«ctiuu for the foot, which bears the earae pro- 
portions to the wondrousiy neat French boot, tbat a blufT bow'd 
Dutch Bchooner does Ut an American clipper. But we were eoon 
alonggide, and quickly paased up the gangway, at the fnrther end of 
which a crowd had collected, and where a gen» d'annes made s vigor- 
ouH atteinpt at Ënglish by demanding " Vour pasBport, Bare." Bat 
it wna a gala day in Havre. The Ambulance had been right royally 
received tbat mornîng, the civic and inilitary autborities turning out 
in tbeir spleadonr to do boiionr to la Irlandaù. 

" Vuv riiiandi:," aaid a demonstrative-looking Frenicbm&.\i.^ ^i», "i. 
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woa nbout tn enter tlie old-fiiflliinncd jiortico of tlie Jlntd tff» I 
Lcin'Jru, «rhile I cnagbt tbe inspirntion, niid as deiiionatrativelj' I 
nîplied " FtW fa Francf," bowing wilb a oew-bom grâce, whbh I j 
verily belîeve Frenchmen liave the poiror of spreading around tlieir 1 
■inme and lovai habitation. But surprises lîke i»isfortuii(« aft«n I 
romn tn battAlions, and sure enough inany /amUiar and unexpect«d I 
Iwea were aoon crowding around me. Amongat thc rest the giiuit I 
and finely proportinned figure of Martin Hitnley Cfirej towered 
«ver hïs neigliboura. Strangelj enough he beld a ncatly knotted 
biftckthorn in Lis hand, which he naiceli; saïd wos forbidden tn 
Ircland, beeause of it» Republican tendency to cndanger "the iafety 
fif the crown." Tbe Ambulance was, howevor, tbe tc^c eveiywhere. I 
Dr. Baxter and bis men nere the heroes of the hour. Amongst th« m 
rutib and file it was, lodeed, the apring tîde of tboir happinesâ, and 1 
ticfore tbe son had set, tome of thcm were roUing half a 
tbe strr-Ain. 

" Voa» eognaCf pmm eoffnae,'' I beard a blouaed Freucbman say 
lo a member of tbe Aiubuh>nc«, one of the men «ho a few daya 
aftorwards rctamed lo Ircland, and who vith sympathetic aSTec^on 
boldly rapKacl " Oui, «»a, nie cngnac, me cc^ac 

t had a itrong suspicion that a stiff liand wouM b» required t» fl 
koep aome of those gentry in order, for it waa «asy to see ther* I 
y en mvn amongst thon whoee arithmelica] ealenlations did not go-l 
boyond No, 1. They tbought more of thcir own créature cotnfort» f 
lliaa they did ot the honour of tbe ^ nUiMtwKe h tandaÎM. IreUnd hniM 
given Franee auiatttiKe,like Coaut Fracoe'sgifl to Ifae organ grinder 
monhey "In the sacred name of hnroanity," and tbe inagtiamiBiity ai 
ihe work, allied wilh prcvimm fricnduhip, made fricnitly FmehtncflA 
excuM the «ondoct «f aomo few lost i^eop of the Ambulance C 
and gmeionaly take tbe Uame iipon themaolvee. 

" We lo»B te Irtsh, tare," laid an old reteran to me, aa I endeft- I 
foarad (0 exphùii away the cotuluot of a tl[iay Iriahman, who vas I 
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one of a few who Bhould never hâve been permitted to serve benenth 
the red-cross banaer ot GeneT.i. But sure enougli the sjmiKttbetic 
ciiord between the two nations had been tnucted by tbe présence of 
the Amhulanee Irlandaise îu Havre, and it had, too, that day given 
ont its most jojous tones in responsQ to the unanimon» demanda of 
the people of tKe town. The Press lavished eDComiuuia upou the ap- 
pearance uf tbe men, and Dr. Baxter and his surgeons were en- 
tertained at the Mairie by the corporate oflicers of Havre, and 
mutnal vows were rnade, and mutual hands pledged a frateruity of 
feîlowsbip between tbe two peûplea. i'or the moment the bourgeoise 
of Havre appeared to forget the terrible strides that the Qerman liosta 
were making into tho beart of the conntry. Bazaine vas still lield fast 
in Metz ; and the condition of affaira was bo briiliant for the Ge^ma^s 
thut they were already building imaginary triumphal entriea into 
the capital of France ifself, wbich was eoon to be eneircled in the irou 
belt of the invader. Optimista, indeed, still hung on that powerful 
rétribution — "an armed nation." The condition of European annies, 
with their arras of précision, haa, however, rendered obsolète the 
faith which was once ploced in the irresiatibility of a natiou in anus. 
It is means, not men, which now infiuence tbe deâtiuies of armies. 
Tlie necessity for great genius is not so indispensable to success as 
the admirable working of the minute meehanbra, ao as to influence 
Bnd direct the wbole. 'Tis triie, indeed, that Rusaia, in 1812, wan 
overwhelmed fur the tiaie, but with continned résistance ahe over- 
caïue her disasters, and left even the great Napoléon uuable to re- 
venge the defeata he suatained from the hardy armies of the North. 
'Tis true, too, that the «ntrained people of Spain, aided by a hand- 
fuU of firitiah troops, beat the légions of Napoléon, led as they were 
by ibe Ërst ca])t;dna of the âge. So did the Swias, from their oioun- 
tain fastnesses, drive out the Austrians in 1409 ; and again, the 
raw levies of Uio Carolinaa compelled Comwnliis, and 16,000 Eng- 
Uah soldiers to «urrender as prisoners of war. But tbe coudLtiaiï& 
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of w&r have chjtngcd ùnce then. Wnr is now a sciantific garni 
«bich tlie expert alune can succeed. The figipliaDccs of modem was- 
faro hnve for ever destroyed the hopes of irrcgular troops, unlesB 
uiider conditiuiu singularlj favourable to the irregulare, or wbere the 
geographkiJ coiiforuiation of the country renders it neccssary for the 
regukr tniopii to adopt irregular warfare, as in New Zcaland, for 
ÎDittance. Tho " Dinjeaty of an armed nation" ia, UDhappily a thing 
ttf the p»st, 80 far, at Jeast, aa il* prowess ia ooncenied, wUen directod 
ogainst the trained levies «f a great military powcr. Nor do I fullj 
Accopt the upinioii of some cmiuent writers, thut old Boldi 
•0 gûud an young one& Thore wcrc men in France, buwever, whg, 
bUiuvod tbat Iho éltm of ibu raw levîcs, tben bein^ trained, w 
luora thau mntch tUat <if tbo regiilar troops. I waa more tbau 
told tbat Ney acknnwicdged, aftcr the batUo of Lautxcn, tbat 
bit Orenadiera uf tbc Uaard be could not have done «luit wna ac- 
oompluhed by bis youthfal conscripls, wbo were led fîve tiiues. uiti- 
matdy witb sucoesa, to tbe captura of the )iaU«ut pointa, whti^ tbe 
alil«r and more expeiieiioed mai would have giwii iip us hojteleM 
ftft«r tbe accond kttempt. Itiit b11 this wnii not ao n]ipnrrnt to coolei 
heada. People who were not blinded hy natioiwl animo»îty, toak A, 
dilTerent viuw uf the aituatîon. 

" You, Frenchmen," aiùd an Iriah ductur to an otBcer of Mobilei^ 
wbo waa building airy cailles to bo rndely abakcn by tho correiit of 
evfiuts, " appeor to hare forgolton the good old maxîm of t^allust, 
wbicb tau{;ht titat before eutering npoa action, thcro wna nced ot, 
deliberatlun, and having deliberated, a necouity of epœdy exwi 
tiun." But tho Mobile wai happy in hla inezi>«rioQce, aud bleM 
curling piitT* from tbc aromatii- wucid whicb ho nomvwhat artbl 
bebl in bia moutb and between liis fingcra, llio " Mnblut, 
Line callixl îta fintt reaurvct hml [i«Huct ounSdcuco in iIm 
liia ami of ihii «crvice, and A|(twHred to swallow t^ i 
aUiuiou ai tbo Iriab doctor witii a kind uf boaplubla 
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which hesitated to offend a sympattetic stranger. But ail my work 
was atill before me. I had jât to test the sincerity of the ineii who 
pledged their word in Ireland, that "the imminent breacli and deadly 
péril" of a soldier'a life waa more cougenial to their nature than the 
more humanitarian occupation of promenading improvised Ambu- 
Jancea, adminiatering balm, and dispeosing comforts to the aick and 
wonnded aoldiers of France. I had to fîud out the whereabouts of the 
Iriah Ambulance, and then tu see if they wonld turn their backa upon 
a fair fîght, or tliink that distance lenda enchantmeut and courage to 
what theatrical people call "the pomp and circumstanccs of glorious 
wttr." Pressing on to the Lycée, where the Ambulance waa quar- 
tered, I obtained iny uni irapreasion of the diacipline and conduct 
of the raw leviea by the loose and irregnlar formation of some of 
the Garde NalionalK, who were hurrjing through the atreeta in the 
direction of the raïlway. They were equipped as if for active aer- 
vice, and were Binging tiie Marseillaise with a vigour, and iiideed with 
a touch of real feelïng, which Frenchmen generally contrive to culti- 
vate in the patriotic chanta. But they were a motley crew, armed 
with old flint-Iocka, converted to the percussion principlc on the 
Tablet ayatem, bftdly dressed, loosely diaciplined, and iu eome cases 
the entire bread contenta of their haveraacks, jocularly atnck on the 
tops of the guna, like a pièce of putty on a marlin spike. Those 
were the men on whum the Major of Bouen depended to meet the 
most perfectly-organized army in tbe world. The capiLi! of Nor- 
mandy waa at that time threatened hy the Germana, and thia con- 
tingent of the National Gtiard was ail that Havre — the "Liverpool of 
France" — could send to protect the aiiciont and mnjestif chief town 
of Seine Inférieure. As they walked awny from the Mairie, they 
must hâve left a sad foreboding upon the minds of tbe few invalided 
Boldiera of the Line who wilnessed their departure, and one of whom 
I aaw ominiously ahake bis head with desponding ajgnifîcance, whîls 
I heard him ahnost inaudibly mutter, "Za '^auvrt FratKe" 
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But I alioiitd ]>reiui un Ui tliu Lycre. Piissiiig nl'ing the îipacioiia 
l'ittce Napoléon LU., with lU [lublic gittdeus and bMidsome edificosi 
ou througU some nftrrowstreeU by o|icn spnces, where drill instrncton 
wcre teachiiig tbo bourgeois some of the mysteries of a soldîer'a trade, 
I waa attracted to & pièce of witat* fçround. whete I saw a ni&u willi u 
wooden leg inatruclîng a full (;ompiui7 of Garde XatiouaU in ihii 
innitu&l of arma. He appcared ta bc a wcll-known ctkarailcr, for no 
notice was taken of his peciiliar appearance ; and the wsy he handied 
liis gun, was sufiîcieitt proof that the medals he wore iipon his cx- 
[luiuive breast wero won îu actual, and not in mimic, warfare. 
l!ut tbo Lycée nas before nie, and the unsiglitly bnt fanûliar unifurni 
nf the incn of tliu Irûili Ambulance now and ugûn passcd me ou the 
wiiy. Tu tlie people they were objecta of intereat, nnd indoed, Iheîr 
fine proportioD* might vie favourably with the natives of the coun- 
try they had coiiie to auccour. But I soon reached my destination, 
where tlie red-crosa bannor waved ils pesceful fulds over ibe entrance 
to ihv Lyrér, and whcre an Ambulance nian paced nnder the por- 
tico of tho gâte, in Ihe taipncity of a scnlry. It was, after ail, a 
pluaaant ught to witness the ardour with whieh tho Ambulance men 
entcred upon their duttes, nnd tbe pride too theytook in theirreolly 
charitable ononpation. At thnt time, at luost, ail Freuchmcn were uot 
deatincd tobesoldierx; and if theide* ofii National Amiy iseverper 
mittcd tn cxtond to this unha))py land, no doubt many of the mcn 
wbo tbought Ambulance work quite good enough for yrancc, wuuld 
bc easily iuduceU to accept a more dangerous occupation for their 
native «od, and Ibat, t4H), wilbout the ueceKtary udjuncU of the con- 
■titutionol shilling of the rccmitûig scrgcnnt. But charity indued 
covuTs a multitude of sins, and therc wns a fcw uf tbo Ambulance 
men, wbo umch rmjiiircd Ibnt spécial gift to cnable tbcm to wîps 
uut tbeir caLulogiu uf IrTcgnUritieit. As a ruio the men wero welL 
comlartvd, and looked witli satisfaction upon tbc ruiea wbich were put 
in furc« for thcir botter régulation uid ordcr; but lltvn were aUnit 
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hnlf n dozen whoae ehief occupation appeared to consUt in running 
die guard, and ioaâng ubout the etrcets full of tbe assurance tJiat 
some enthusiastic Freiichman would take them in tow, and drawu 
their trouble in a glass of cognac. However hère they were good 
and bad, and I soon recognised familiar faces from amungst tho 
crowd wham I aaw gathered witliin the spacioua building, while the 
majority ef the Ambulance men were engaged in devouriag a. repaet 
which appeared Kubstautial enough for that fag-end of humanitj— 
a Yorkshire plougUman. But I was peculiarly circumst.ineed at this 
same Lj/cée. Some members of the deputation, or of the Dublin 
Ambulance Committee who attended the corps to France, regardcd 
me with aa exproision which to me read very nmch akin lo aversion, 
J waa evidently un interloper in their estimation. I had corne to 
Havre to disarrange the plana of the Anibulance Irlandaùe, and 
judging from the austère aimplicity of one at least of the Ambulanco 
Committee, I waa destined to come to grief in some way not clearly 
defined by the représentative man. But sequela are rude teachers, 
and otten destroy tho prophétie forebodiuga of the wouid-be-wise. 
My réception by tlie men of the Ambulance was an additional source 
of trouble to the représentative man, and he gave vague hinta that 
my mission would ead in trouble and miafortune. However young 
blood will liave ita way, There is a great deal of human nature in 
manifind, as Josh Billings says, and I fear tliere is a great deal i>{ 
combative humau nature in that portiouof our species which bails 
from the Enierald Isle. There were about sixty men in the Am- 
bulance corps who welcomed me as a deliverer, and declared that 
they wanted to be soldiers, and seek the bubble réputation, instend 
of becoming "ministering angelâ" to the atrickeu heroea of La Bdh 
Fraiice. As I entered the Lycée, Frank Byrne, Terence Byrne, 
Henry M'Croaain, and others of their frîends, preased around me, 
lUid declared their intention of volunteering for the army, provjdcil 
au Iriah corps vjaa formed, when they would hâve an opportunity 
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of marclung tr> the AltetHAte Airs of O'Donnel-o-boo nnj Amour la 
Patrie. But tlie plot tbickened, or, more correctif, tbs éventa 
wliicb militiiry men in Ireland had anticifwted, nctuaily occurred. 
Tlie Atnbiilftnce was too large I Three Luudred meu were not re- 
qnired to attend on four Ambulance waggons, and the dolefnl now» 
thftt only onc Imndred, ail told, could be occepted, etruck diamay 
ititti Ihe ranks of the guLlaut knighta ut the red-croaa flag. 

Prudence, th»t niothor iiC succe»a, bad certaînly not ninrked 
the actâ of the Ambulance Ouinmittce in lendin^ to France more 
tfaan tbree tiines the number of meu required, and Fronce bad 
ton niany idlo moutba to feed, to tbiuk of accopting the Hervicea 
of mtire than tbree timea the number of meu for Ambulance 
work, which sho required. Fur tbîti failure the Ambalance t'om- 
mittec vina nlotie to blâme, luiJ tho " repru tentative man'' waa 
overwhclmed with miafortune, fnim which, however, the cner^elic 
ooiiduct of Mr. P. J. Smyth did much to relctue hîm and llia 
Committee in gênerai. For a day or two the foclliig atuongst the 
AmbuUuce men was juHtly indignant. There wiu much diaaatiafao- 
tion aniongst the men irh» wunt to Franco tu be Ambulance meu, 
pure And simple. I had olreody sixty mon who vrcro prvpared to 
Tolunl.ect for tho anny, irrcsiicctîve of tho existence or nuu-exis* 
tenue «f thu .imbalance Irlanilait. Thcy were dctermined lo bc 
soldien, IH tlic Ambulance ûnk or hwîui. Buiiday came! Tbo 
voluntoGTs for th'' Army pormled in front uf Ûtnv quartcrs, and 
marcliod to Mns», and fell oIT in dclachmcntii aud wont to othor 
place» of wursliip with singular precîaion and good order. Vea, 
your Irùthmau i« Buroly a soldier by intuition. Ue eau l«am 
oa tnucli drill in one month os an EugUah dud Uopper will in two, 
ut leuAt timt ï» iny expérience in the Knj^li*h Kfrice, wlieni u » 
itripling oiui{;a I firat lesmcd the myit«rîe* of tbat acrobatie per- 
fonnanee — the gDOHM>l«p. Tho décorum ihu Jrisfa Voluutaets ub- 
■crvnd that iiondAy in Uattc wu a precuraor of thuir gi>od cun- 
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dact on many a liard trfing daj afterwards, aud I could not but 
feel proud of the soldierly gnit aud erect carrUge of tbe men, wlio 
os yet did not know their facuigs. But éventa of importance vteie 
ou the inove, tlie day of trial came at laat and forty more 
meu joiiied the Volunteera rather tEan returu to Ireland to ex- 
^terieuce "monkey'H allowance," wiiich ia genemlly iuterpreted to 
mean more kicks than halfpeuce, at the Landa of their uusyuipa' 
thetic couiitrymen. Ou my part I studioosly avoided asking auy niau 
to Toluntecr, but I welcoiued ail who did ho on their owii respuu- 
àbility, l'hero waa no pressure, not even a request, a!l were free ; 
and the mcD had the option of accepting military service, take tlieir 
chance of beiag selectcd for tbe Ambulance, or retum t«) Ireland. 
Thus the représentative mau began to look npon me with more 
favour, aa be eaw that I just stepped in and aaved bimself and 
tlie Committee from a dilemma. Dr, Baxter aelected the best of the 
men who remaiued after tbe volunteeriiig for the army had beeti 
completed, iind belvreen us we had the cream of the corps, as each 
«et about bis own way of carving bis own destiny. 

But our path was strewn with difficulties. Mr. P. J. Smyth, 
however, took a racire than kiiidly iuterest in our wclfarc. He and 
I sought an interview with tbe General coDimanding the district, and 
plaeed tbe services of tlie Irish Volunteera at bis disposai. But that 
poorman was in aquagraireof trouble. Everythingappearedgoing 
wrong, and after an interview wliich lasted fifteen minutes, we took 
our depariure iio wiser than we were. Tbe General didn't fcnow 
wbat to do with us, "he had uo orders," and he sbnigged his sbonl- 
ders, and indulged in the telegraphy of lib anns, by wbidi Freucii- 
laen geuerally attempt to emphaaise tbeir seutenci;s. Another day 
wore oD, aud it waa the 15tlt of October, when a singularly dressed 
mau accoated me in front of the Ambulance quarters, and anuounced 
hiiiiBelf as n measenger from Colonel M'Adams, who waa then at 
Caeu organising an Irish régiment for service in the ûeld. Tbe 
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Colooel^a miBweîiger was nat a distin^iiBi&eii lotAâix 

waa none tfae le» rwnarfrahle> He olled faimaelf a CaptaÔE 

and bj wstj of aaanrance, pointed tso Ms jdî&mcj iapi^ wâ&dto 

bond and t&ree gold fntùnu^ as ▼wrftfratioo. <tf M» imi i tr i»^ 

one àad ef«r beaid of «tcii a maa as CoIcHiel M*-AAg«^ 

still in a dfliftnma, and tn^iwlaited tso acceptée afw^r»^ 

Irtah rpghfiwit bexng formed at Caan, tipoa t&e mm wwfcif 

ger, aboot wboni we wm aomev&ai scq^tîcaL Bat 

ozfee gentlonaa to deal witb in ^e CoIoneL aft CaoL He 

a f onoal afiplîcatîoii to tbe Geaeal ht eommand at flâm^ i» 

effect, tbat ail Irîab roluntegia for tbe annj abould be 

to swell the ranka of the Triab régiment^ t&es m praceBof 

And 80 we receivcd ordera to repaîr to tbe '^Citj of t&s 

as Caen ii caUed, firom tbe nnmber and beaiitj of îta 

structorea. Tbe men âid not reHah. tbs latest laaw^ 

keard manj nnfKvoorable reports of tkû M^ Adaros 

fegiffiMit, £roBi raen wbo bad retnnifid from Caeity ««i 

for Loodoo. Howcfver on tbe 16tb of Octob^, Ij^TO, 

orders to report at Caen, and as tbere was no belp f or it, i 

oar final preparatîoa, and feU in before tbe Lyne^ ta take 

partnre. Tbe men went tbroi^ tbcir f ormatâons wilk 

promptitade A f ew bonn' instmctioQ dimng tbe 

bad alreadjabown a bénéficiai effect, and as tbej atood in 

raoka were as neatlj dreaKd, as if tbej bad becn natÎY« ^^j |» ^^ 

manner bom. 

^ Yoa baTe a splendid lot of men," aaid an American to 
stood before tbe Compui j, preparatorj ti> oar marcbin^ w 
m the Ambdlanee Corps, too. bad gatbered anxind to bîd os 
Tbe American I bad met before, aod as be Mrtd in Harie be v^ 
often of servi*» to zirinz as advici and asiisunce in onr interrîewa 
witb tbe otE.îÏAla. He waa not, bowerer, imprcâi^ with ■ 
respect for thic j^un j Ile^ablic, and oC'wn abowà bia bead aft 
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with quiet Immour, aa U mtittering that he had better gaina on Iiaiids 
than rtsking life or limb at the cannon'a moiitb. 

■' Yuu aee," he aaid to ma, with a. drawl paculior to the people who 
for pTiy tims live withiii tha limita of tha great Republic, " thia 
cuuntry aJnt worth Ëghtïii' for. France made one great miatake, & 
mistake whicli she ia sufferin' for aow, and wiD aatïat for to a!l 
etetiiity.'' 

" Aud what waa that )" I venturod to ask, whilo he was engaged 
liglitîag a fresh cigar. 

" Well,'' said be, lookiag at me with a cool, calculating starei 
" when Napuleon sold Louiaiaua to the Uoitad States, it he bad sold 
the whole ol Franco too, to the aame purohaaer, why rranco would 
be the firat country iii Europe now." 

" But dont you tbiak there ia atiU aorae hope for Franco yet, now, 
too, that ahe haa corne to your way of thinfcing, and escbaaged tlia 
eagle for the Oallic ctjck 1" I aakcd, hopiiig for a favourulk 
re^ily. 

" No, sir, nona whatever," said the American, with atoical indif- 
férence. " With Paris and Metz hard and fast in the grip of tho 
Germans, and then the other day Orléans and Chartrea fell, half 
the country placed kari de combat ; wby, the game ia up, air, the 
game is up ;'' and he stroked hia mouatachios with that bland aaau- 
rance which ia almoat characterbtic of his nation ality. 

" The fight at Orléans has at least taught a lesson to that portion 
of the French who are Bo fond of aiiing their iu&delity," I said. 
" The best ahused soldiers ia France fought the most heroically 
wLile their censora saved tbemaelves in ignominious flight, 

" Tes, you are tight there," replied t!ie American, *' To be a 
'toltlat du P'ijic' must benceforth be synonymoua with undoubted 
gullantry, rather than with imbeoility or aervitnde aa it has lûtherto 
been. 

' I heard they Buffi;red tecrlbly al Orknna," I saîJ, ansious to pîck 
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wme information from a man wliom I knew to Lave jiist returned 
froni tbe scène of the fight. 

They did indsed," ho replied. " Alwaya in advanco, tbey foughl 
liouae tohouao, every atreot througli which tliey wcre fovced 
d«<fended with splendid obstinncy. They and the Fnrcign Itegi- 
menl wero the only corps tliat did any work, the reat ran lieltfi> 
akolter everywhere." 

But JQSt ihen onr conTereation waa intemipted by tho arrÏTal of 
a niessenger wbo held a note bctween hU Ëiigers. aad Tthich on 
oponing was found to be the ordor for oar departure. A word or 
twa of coounand and the mcn left ttio Ménage belûnd. Thvir 
sertionB of fonra wcre as ncatly dressed as if they biid been tliO 
nwiilt of wceks of traioing, and the men kept tho stqi almoat aa 
wcli us if they h/id bcen imder iostniction a much longer periud 
Ihan is rcqmred by " régulations." Indeed the people of Havrfl 
Ihoaght that those voluntecre must hare had sotne previnns instrniv 
and I too, hait sospocted that the " rising of tlio mot 
mluessed somo of tliose Iriithmeo in the gicns and valleyi 
native faeath, going througb the forbidden moveniirnta oE 
rauftl" or *' pltttocn," But on we marched to the IloUt il 
!, innitla Iho «paciooa r:ùling of which the GanU NationnU wcr* 
duty, and whure wa took up onr position, vaiting for tbt 
magiatrate of tho town. Hc was qnlcUy bofore na, and in 
ft fnw stirring vrortla gave a hcarty wckome to os alL 

" France," ho aaîd, " can never torgel tbe generoua conduit of Iho 
pMipIc of Iroland, butWMn whotn and outiidves a bond of frlend. 
■hip liai urcr cxîatod. Franoe savud, tho avenging aword of Ubertj 
rnpsy tha gmtilucU of our nation to Ireland, ond let juu 
soldiara iif tlie Frunch Itopublic reat assarcd that the puoplo 
,vro would evoT remenihcr your condunt with mAccva and admi- 
It was war Lime, and wâ wore aa a matUit of Mutau Unmd 
pn % libcnl nurgia to the euthosiasm uf the Maire, ond nwd 
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only aceept as mucti of hia flatterîng speech ns waa wlioîcsome and 
welcome to our palates. Slicirtiy after this pretty fonnality, the 
people crowdeii around na in wondroua flatouisliiiiei:t, and espressed 
no amall degree of aurpriae wliea they heard we came ail the way 
from Ireland to fight the Germana. But atill surprises crowded 
upoQ us. It would appear that the people of Havre wero indeed 
generoosly impreased with our conduct. The colonol commacding 
the National Ouard, aud about thirty of hîs offîcers, came to ua, and 
the colonel addreased me îd excËlle&t English, " tliaukiug ua aU for 
the course we hod taken," Hîa manner uod demeanour were cha- 
raoteristicof thatwell-brede.ise which often marks the oultivated man 
of travel. Without facing démonstrative or intrusive, he asked if he 
conld iu any way assiat us, and when he found we were provîded 
■with ali our lïants, bade U3 adieu in a tone which lett a aingnlarly 
pleaaing impression npon our minds. At 10 or II o'clock that 
nîght we were to tako our departure for Caen, and that insatiable 
mouster, " the inner man,'' had meanwtùle to be satiaSed. Some of 
the authorities took ua Id charge^ and lodged the men in the quar 
ters of the Fompiers, who are expucïtid tu act in the capacity of fire- 
nen, but whose gênerai appearance and old-fashioued apparatus, 
are but poorly adopted to cope witii the destroying demoa — fire. But 
they treated tho Iriah Volun'eers wiih \mbounded boapitality. There 
waa no limit to the aupply, The l'ompier» appoared to regard the 
Iriahmen with a feeltng somewhat akiit to that which must hâve 
animated the poet when he penaed the lincs 

" Edt, diiub, M>d ba mony, 
For to-morrow jou die." 

Mr. P. J. Smyth, to whose kindly intotest the IriahmeQ in Havre 
owed 80 much, determined to accompiuiy ua to Caen, vhere hia ac- 
^uaintance 'AÎth soioe of the most infiuential people of that town wos 
ni infinité benefît to us atterwards. And Lei% 1 \&.\ïi.\. \jïa.^\ "Cï^ 
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lli.tnka of myself, and I am sure, too, ever; tnati in La Comprgme 
IHaiiidatte wouU sniiporl my recognîtiini of tbe Eervicea wliich tlie 
présent Jiemwr for Westmeatli rondcreJ to ua both in Havre and 
Caen. Of ail \i\.t civilinn fricnda wlio t'iune from IrelaiiJ, he wos cer- 
tiuulv tho muât uiixioua tu see an trîsh Lcgïuu eslublisbed iu France. 
Utt wa-i otir guidti and iuturviewcr. He heljied un the goud work witti 
tlio olllviols, ond ncver ItJl na uutil he aaw qs aettled and duno for 
iu Cocn, WLîlo in Havre lie and 1 were eutertaiued b; Ibe Cora- 
taantlanl of the firomen, who loolici] nt us as minutely aa & muney 
broker mighl louk &t a aiupicious bill io tîmes of pocuntary trouble. 
Tbo aimplo elcsance of the Uitle parlour inlo which we were nahered 
iadicatcd tU« preticiico ot a fduialo haiid, and aure enoujjh tbo Con- 
maivlaiit (Ma happy in tbe posadâHion of a youug and channing wîfe, 
who wilb Chriatiaa beuevoluiicu offorud to «ay prayer» for our sitrety, 
»t whicli ber liuaband frownod like a sccptîu or au unlicliuver. But 
it u au a!l tbruugli Prauca~tbe vomen olone are rcliijiuna, and it 
U ft lina thiiig to ridicule tho Church aud Ita paators with ui ignor- 
ant Rtupidity whiL'h is unhnppily inseparnble from tbe niclc of » 
city population. Our ho»t wia dcmouatratively couiplimontary, and 
I Uiink inùstcd u|Hin ombracing us in trae Freuch fuaUion, wliilo 
îic forcod our Irux» into too cIum contact with tbo vigurou) xpmau 
u( beard whicb stood oui frcm hia cboeks and cbiu lika atubbie lond 
iu Ibu^eit time. Ile wimii the ealiro circuit of tlio wor iu hli d«- 
uuncJAtiona of incApablc*, and speculated upon tbe probable future, 
witb u iDUch cool jud^.acnt a» » mau couM be cipected to ahov at 
a ttiue. Ue liccania corn lu a nient tve too U]Hin the hiatury of 
re, tb« annala of wbicfa ars connecC«d irith oarly liu^liab hUtury 
it asvtrral important opocdit. If we wcrc rcnmiaint;, lie wuuld aliuw 
U4 mhevi Henry of lUchmund «mbarkod fur Miiford llAveu aud 
BiiHWurlb Kield; ond witb gcuen>uj impulse twlil oa bow bravcly tho 
ri tff Warwick held tho tuwn agniiut voatlj aupniur uumben; and 
' Charles IL, budixl at Ilav» aft«r Uiv dùutiQua batUa of 
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Worces'.er, ant! Via romsntio escape f rom England, ivith ILb Zloyal Ooîr 
incident in October, 1651. Bat thoae gema of tlie liiatoricpastliad 
little to ijiterest us at tlie time being. T. ^ question of tlic hour Vas, 
the eondntit of the warinwliîcli we were abnut to take apart, and wben 
10 p m.j arrived onr time was up, and we prepnred to take our de- 
^irture. Inaide the apaeiuua court-yard of tlie Pompiers, tbe Irish- 
men were once more formed into Une, the roll waa called, tbe gréai 
gâtes swung open to allaw of onr passage througli, and witb a kînd 
farewell from oar hoat and hosteaa we ni.ircbod awaj. TUe raiii 
fell in torrents I We had fully a mile to go, nnd wo were ail 
Batnrated with wet. I bad a buge dreadnougbt as a protection, but 
I iDigbt as weU bave had a buge newspaper. A wet blanket was 
indeed tbrown ovcr tbe person, but not over tbe spints of tbe men. 
On tbrougb tbe aloppj streets, rain above and puddle balow, tlie 
station was mode at last; aud s'.iidst a rusb of Mobiles, and Franc- 
tireura, a few cajriagea were ippropiited to the Irisb Voliiateers ; 
the whistle sbriekerl, aad the anldiers sn.'ik back loto their crowded 
compartmenta, irapressed witb tbe cobi iiiurance of baving a ten 
houre' drire, on a cold morning in October, witb an envelupe of 
wet dothes as their only comforter. 

That nigbt the Ambulance raen slept snugly housed in their quar- 
tera in the Ménage, with gorgeous beds of atraw, wann blaukcts, a 
paternal Committee to watch over their slnmbera, and bappy in tbe 
assurance of two Irancs per day, and the prospect of aeeing some of 
the campaign, but happier still ia the eertaioty of preaerving their 
persons from tbe effecla of what Hotspur'a fup called "villanoui 
Baltpetre." 

Tbat niglit tbe Irish Volunteera, dreached witb rain, startcd on 
their journey to Caen in crowded railway carnages, for a pay of a 
halfpenny per day, and with a prospect of Mark Miclcle's alteraa- 
Uve — " a gold chain or a wooden leg, yon know," For niy own 
part the tcu bom's' drive was not much more tl>iu an ordinary run 
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from Dublin to my native heath îa Galway ; but the men, the rank 
and file, some of vhou were gentlemen by birtb, éducation, or eocial 
poaitiun, crowded, uay [lacked, Intu tbird-cloas roilway cairiages 
with steaining dotbes, they ex[)erieuced the realities of campaign- 
iag soou enougb tu tout the tnottia of tlie bcst uf tLetu. But the 
>f the lime waa — 

" Hmd a U giwrM 
Couima a la gaurroj" 

and tlie triak Volnnteers aeecpted the force of circumstancca m mea 
who were really anxiouB to seek military ndventure and nbide the 
conanjucnces. The man who eallod htmaelf Captnia Somebody, ac- 
(XimpAiiied na on ottr way, and more tiiiin once as we apun throngh 
the «Walling biUa and benutîful vallcys o! Normandy, I ventured to 
expreaa a hi)pc that everything at Ciicn wos preparcd for our récep- 
tion, and as he tutd telcgraphed tUat wc would arrive about 8 a.m., 
tbat cofTec and biacnits would be ready for the men. Tho gontlo- 
man, hnwvver, wm vagua in hjs nnswers, and he alwnys " supjMJsed'' 
tliat ail would he welt whun we arrivod. But away we rattlod paaned 
Itouen, aa ftiU of inediitv.il structures, on by ruincd cnstlu», historié 
furtrease*, munaatic «iJifioeB, and immeniie orchards ; on througb 
Meztdon, pats the jilace where William the Conquoror dtifeatod 0» 
nt*alt«d barons in 1047, at Vtd^t-Duna; sod at 8 a.in., on tlis 
I7lh of Oetober, w« were at C«eu, the chîef town in Calvados, wilh 
whicb we were destloed lo bare many assiKlations. 
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OuR entry iuto Caen vas not ot the happieat nature. "We left 
Havre witli edat, the good wishea of the people followmg in our 
wake. We anived at Caeu uuder a clonil, the inhabitauts declariny 
tliat they had had cnough of " Ze Iriah," ts they cailed ug. WUen 
we arriTed at the station there waa nobody to eitead the haud of 
assistuuce to tho Irish Volunteecs, and we raarchod to the barr.ick, 
which waa the head-quarters of the " Itiah Régiment," uuder the 
escort of a mati who callcd himself an oScer in the new corps. Ils 
Wflâ evideiitly aatoniâhed at the soldierly appearanee of the men aa 
they marched with regular gait and erect caninge tkrough tho streeta 
and squares lendîug to " head-quarters." The men made a moat 
creditable show, aud in a few minutes were within the liniits of the 
barrack-square. The ya.rd waa exteosive enough; but hoaps of rub- 
biah, and crumbliiig walls, told very plainly that ît was a neglected 
spot. The barracks were not very spacious, and had not been nsed 
for military jiuqioaea for a long tinio paît. The morning waa tolo- 
rably cold, the raeii had becu ail nighl in their wct /'.luthe'i, and I 
nntuially tkought sonie arrangements would be mnde to stî:nul,ite 
dniopiiig and cxliaustcd nature. Tbe Captiûn from soinewhere aH 
at once sliowed Itis true colonrs, and to iny demnnd (or colTee and 
bidcuîts, he gave me to iinderstand that those luxunus could not ba 
BUpt>'i^d unlil the ineit " had signcd." Tliîa cansed a nalnral ré- 
action un our part, atid luoked very uiucb lilce a ti*:ip to tiidncc lUe 
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IBn iuto a {visitiDli frijiu wUicb tliero vas nn Tutrcjit. Pi-»;:»:]^, 
[grever, the ''Ci^lonel" appeAreil, limpitig throiigh tbe gntetrny, lits 
focereflecUngemiitionof noordinarjcliaractor. Tliid wiia M'AdAniï. 
«iid Mr. Smytli and mysdf wure somuwljat sarpriied at dbcovjrinj 
lu tho person of Coltinel M'Adarua, a gentleraau wliotn we hnd pru- 
vioirsly met Îd Dublin undar tlie Dame of Dwyer, but of w)ios« Uw» 
bibitutioii, or o( wlioae a«tual namc or cUaracter wo Itail no kiiow- 
Idiiijo. M'AdaniR was guslihig with jirumises, but renlly hc e-»\ld 
order n" rufreslimeiito luitîl t!ie nieu " liad aigned." Hc li-nl iilr^indy 
lost a fabiiloun sum ai luouuy in supportiiig a cuiitiiigcnt i>f m^n v\io 
urne from Londun, nud wbo were ungratuful euough to aljnndor 
liïm, and lenva iicim» ncrjiunU ta be ultled, tbey never harin^ cim- 
mittcd tliemsclvt»! to uctiinl service by niijicnding tlirnr nnnic* to tha 
paper whirh wan t» pmiiouiioe Ibcin nuldiera cil the Armé^ Franenit. 
And ft» lli« Irwli Volimtoem wnre to liavo no food utitil thny "itigned," 
which Mt. Smyth and loysetf exprciwly cantinned thcm ngninat 
doing.nntil wc wught nn interview witb He municipal nnd niilitary 
anliioritica of Cmh. In this wc suecceded tbmngli Mr. Sniytli's 
jwiaonftl &cqnBintnnci:n, and we sonn fonnd oujs^lves in tlic protonct 

be Muât and hi« awuiiultlnd )>atel itcs. 

Tlie fact waa, that tlie Irish linil given mncb tronble," MÏd tli«. 

i ninyi»lrnto to un, when wo bnd plendod axa cane. " Nnuibcn 
ai tliem rauiK biTo fmm I»iid'ia to jnin thc anny ; llicy «cre |>ro- 
vidod willi «vprything »ut of tlio public fuiida, nnd nbon Iho tim» 
eune for tbcir bcmining anldiciis tlicy nll rcfn^ed, nnd tlioy ver» 

[Mil fur Unidon nç.-ûn, nt tlia 4;x]«nM of tbo Knglixh Consul." 

But thnt lin* iintliing tn d» wîlli uji," iiatd Mr. Smyth. " We 

notUitij of llio Londun Contingent, nor did tlicy knoir anjr- 

tliing about a*. Tlinre wcro ono liiindred mrn nnw in Ihe U-irraelc, 

tliey wcrt aiixioii» to bcmino aoldiere ; nnd lie n>ked if llicy nmilil 

\te tfi'nicd an nicii wl>o ii,id cnuio to Mrvc, and nnX 10 annty lliO 
il ilio Ciuiw ol l'i.incc' 
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■WJl, we atmdd see tlie gênerai, and from the gênerai we aliould 
Boe the TiileTiJimff, but one and nll pl.iced us in IJie same cate^'orj 
ns the LnnJon raen, and point blank refuaed to do anything before 
H:e men had sii;ned. M'Ad.irus liad trinmphed ! Tiie men liad no 
objection to sign a. paper, or any piper declaring tbeir williriguEBS to 
become aoldiera ; but it looked so much lîke a trap, of which Cap- 
tMfl Somebody Wiia tho spring, and M'Ad.ir'ua was the manhiuiat, 
that it diaguated us aU. We saw Af. l6 Colonel once more in a 
qniet chamber in tUs H^dcl iTEspagne, and aomewhat astonîshed 
tliut gallant gentleman by telling him we would take tbe raen back 
t"> Ilttvre, wliere onr eervicos would be accepted as a corps of Franc- 
lireurs, and thu3 solve the pretty difliculty about " aigning." 
M'Adarus erpostulated, nud blandly rea9[)QBd, but aU to no avûL 
Mr. P. J, Smyth, upon his cwn reaponsibility, provided a meal for 
the men, and a ff.itiSe dt route for onr return passage to Havre, 
aLf wed the " Colonel" that we were in eamest. We Lad, too, ceased 
to bave any confidence in thia M'Adarus. Nobudy knew bïm, nnr 
from whenpe le came. He waa as much a stranger in C.ieu as be 
iras in Dublin. How lie managed to get authority to raise a 
régiment of foreignera, is still as much a myatery, aa ia Ma ptevioua 
carecr. But bis waa an accommodating miad. Ile wns even pre 
pared to accept a aubordinate position. If I liad no confidence in 
his capacity for tbe eonimand of a régiment, he would become a 
tommaii'/ani, and serve nnder me. Ee saw that bis ambition was 
twerreacbing him. Bot liia attcmpted reasoning was loat upon Mr. 
Smyth and myaelf, and it was only wlien the men'a appetite iiad 
been appeased, and after the général in command of the district had 
tnade us handsome prombea of bis assistance, that the formality oE 
"Bigriicg" wiî gone through, and the Iriah Volunteera becnrae 
Boldiera of tbe regular army, for tho di'ra'ion of tbe war. Then work 
comraenced in real earneat. The commis ûona of tbe oiBceta wero 
made ont, and I had Mr. F. M'Alfcvey and lli-. KCotter as my lieu- 
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^ vUk Di. UackoB *m «itratted wiik lapoosîbâUliM «( 
1 to t^ eotft. Mr. M'AIerey had beeo foor jmn îs Hw 
'Aench Fumgn 'Lcgioa, aaj lud aeen Bome aerriœ is AfricK uid 
Mexieo, «bil« Hr. Cotter ««• tm jcmb a Pontifijca] Zoua*^ tnA 
fcoàrcd Ha twpltap»! fire at Une héttit ot UenUoA. " ColoaiT 
M'Adunu WM dcljgbud I We haâ fonaed tlw BacUns a( ta làA'. 
Brigada; Our lumea wonld ambUzoD th« pages of Iriab hiatoiy) 
like du DUlona, tbe Clwea, the S«n6«Ms the CyNdlls, uid Uta 
Boriu* d( tha old BKgado ! We wen destiaei) ta c&rre oor wa; u> 
^u;Ti >* ''^ ""' fAthun at GuUUatia, Eiubnun, Cremoua, Mon, 
Meiiuir,I^tcttu]iui,C'Iurkroi, Heîdelberg, Urgel, Momiglu, Foiiletu^, 
pTM, and Vnicney. So speculated dut gallaut cliief, tlte " CuluncL" 
e iibould firat niûe to the dignit^ ot a battalion, bcfore we 
i ticuime citlicr an " Imh Regjmeat, ot ou Iriali Brigul«^" TIm 
cnt in Loodon took spécial paios to cnuh " cniigrntiun" 
I, Bnd rccniiti for our expccted battAlion ncver arrivcd 
t moiuitinic «e wcro organidng ia Coen, Military law wa« 
lisbod ; an orJiiiairt (onnod ; an orddrly room iiiipn> 
« iDoaiited, &Dd discipline rigidly enforced. We tncd 
b that mmaU which Kapultion the Grent dedared to be to 
rûcal fotcu Ml tbrtte to ouei By dégreva ihe people ot Cucn cama 
tlio fact Uial tkcru WM a dtatiactive dtffcrenco betwwn 
I IrwUmcii who came from Dublin, aad tbc Irisluncn who oun* 
I LoniloD. 'lliOM 1 V.i' mou wcni, doublleas, bwlly used by 
VAdarui, and being loft dcntitate in a atrange land, wilhout orga- 
jn or dUcipiino, may bave eommittcd excesow, whkh genenlly 
■ upon want or trouble. Bat tboir conduct waa la ai>mo ta* 
* aupardonablu. A atory erqit into tbe frentan'ê Journal, 
, in tlte iiit<it«at uf ihe cur^ut, 1 w>s curapelled ta ooutndîot, 
FÎtb wUich I wiu abtn to eucLuae a flatluring ootica from llu 
EriM i& la Querrt, of Caisn. 
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Head Qaarterf, 2"" Megiment Etranger, 
Caen, Normandy, France. 
SiK, — I saw the Fretman luat week, whicli contained a commu- 
DicBitioD about tba Irish Begiment now forming at Caen. That re- 
port may lead to eome misapprebonsion if allowed to pass unnoticed. 
It WHS evidently fiirnîahed by a member o£ the London Irish, who 
composed the orifjâoal nucîeua of the corpa. With that formation, 
tbe régiment bas now nothing to do. The London Iiiab retunied 
to their homes, Tbe 2"" Kegirneat Etranger m now, with a few es- 
ceptioas, composed ef Irishmen direct from Irclaud, The rcpntt 
you pnbliahed, was written or dictated by désertera — men who ia 
TBQted grieyancea in order to acreen tbeir cowardice, , There is no; 
a man uow in the Irish Régiment, vbo would retum to Ireknd, iintil 
tbe term of hta enliatment had expired, They bave already won 
tha esteem of tbe people of Caen. They bave more than tedeemed 
tbe condact of the London Irish. I do &ot wiih to coat aoy uiijust 
aaperùoD upon the Irish in England, but they were London rougb», 
rather Hta-n Lnndoa Iriah, who <uime to Caeu. Tbere were a few 
good men among âbem, and tho»e few bave remaiaed, aud are dow 
good aoldiera. I alinw the following extract from the Sulletin de la 
Gutm, to apeak for tbe condact of tbe men now forming tbe nucleus , 
of the S"" Régiment Etranger, 

"tbe IHISH VOLCNTEERS. 

"Last Saturday we saw witb deep émotion the Irish Volnnteorï 
inftTchlng through our streets, and heard tbeir deep Toîces aingiag 
Uieir national songs. How well the self-contained attitude of thoat 
^ung men becamo their martial bearing. They huve taught t 
leason to our public-bouse braggarta, whom we saw a few days agc 
going to bave tbemaelves trnnsformed inio soldibrs. We bluah to 
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tliink tliat tliose noble stran^ers place at the service of France a 
courage and a dévotion which many of her own children Lave net 
shown." 

I Lave tlie Lonour to be, Sîr, 
Yours, obediently, 

M. W. KiRWAir, 

Captairiy Commandlnj, 

TLis pnt an end to tlie mischievous mraour tliat Lad been circn- 
lated about tLe new corps. Indeed at tLis time it was ail smooth 
saiiing with our little Contingent. We Lad fully removed tLe false 
impression left by tLe London men. We worked Lard at drill, and 
six Lours a day exercise, besidcs guard and fatigue duty, kept ihe 
men pretty constantly employed. Occasionally we Lad a mimîc 
combat upon tLe racecourse, and manœuvered for tLe possession of 
a bridge wLicL divided tLe plain in two. We often, too, encountered 
tLat not very alarming enemy " an imaginary foe*' wLo constantly 
occupicd some timber in front of tLe course, and from wLicL we re- 
peatedly but vainly, attempted to dislodge Lim. We generally cele- 
brated Saturday nigLt by marcLîng tLrougL tLe town keeping time 
to sttcL treasonable songs as " God save Ireland/* or " O'Dounel-a- 
boo.*' On 8UcL occasions tLe ladies stood at tlie Windows as we 
passed along, waved snow wLite LandkercLiefs before tLeir faces, 
and more tLan once conquered our Learts by sLowers of flowers, as 
Danae was conquered by sLowers of gold Hats flcw ofT in Loueur 
of Les Vvlontaireê Irlandais, tlie name we were tben known by in 
Caen. AU wcnt well witL us wLile ail was disastrous to France. 
" Metz Las capitulated," was on everj'body'a lips, on tLe evening of 
October tLe 27tL, and tLe last Lope of France appeared to banish 
«ritL tLe news. It is not my purpone Lere to prétend to analyze tLe 
ftrategy of some of tLe oldcst captainn of tlie âge. It is a sorry impu* 
dcncQ tLat présumes toc>i)cnli' censure tLe military conduct of sucbmen 
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a the liero of the Malakoff, and tàe yictor of Mageiïta, or to accopt 
Fruits without enquiring into tUe cause of tbe ruiti of tlie cocqneror 
of Mexico. Theie may be more tliinga in ihe philusophy of those men 
thaa îs dreanit of bj their censors. TLere are somâ mea so wiac iii 
tlieir owu concâits thnt tbe labuurs gf a llfEtime aie by tiiem ac- 
quired in an bour. There is so maoh " after wisdom" in tbe world 
thjit fiJola pronoiince opiniona wbere prevîoualy, wise men would fcai' 
to Iread. There is, in luy Imnibls opinion, one or two moi'ea on tlie 
gigantic obess-board of the campaign on the Frenth frontier, wbich 
jostiGes the BUppoaitioa that Prince Frederick Charles was a better 
Btrategiat thaa Bazaine, or that MacMahon was out-generalled by tbe 
Crowu Pi-ince of Pruasia. But the oae broad and signiScaut faot i», 
tbat the organisation of tbe one army was overwbelming in the multi- 
tude of ils resoartes, wHle the organtzatiou of the other was disai^- 
ti'ously déficient. The olËceirS of the Gecman armies were better 
educated, the traiiiiug of the meu was more in occordanca witb tlie 
expérience of modem warfure; and, above ail, tbe su[)pliea for tbe 
army iu tbo finld were sa regnlated, that foîlure waa almost impos- 
uible. It waa not tbe Frencb army, noc the French commandera that 
faîled, but ît waa the self-confident opinion o£ llarahivl LtbLeiif oa 
the one band, and of tbe Frencb Intendance on the other. 

No truops ever foaght raote beroically thaa tbe French amiy of 
the Itbljie. Overwhelmed by nambcra, demoralized by insufficieut 
supplies, the fearfnl havoc they made ia tbe ranka of their eneraiee 
attestid the vulour of their race, and that they were of tbe eame 
fumily as the men of Jeua, Friedland, Austerlitz, Uuacow, Italy, 
ftnd tbe Crime». The (capitulation of Mutz co^t no ehadow upou 
the Tulour of the French troopa, and as Marahal Bazaine bas not 
jet been tried, it is vain to spcak o( that " suprême effort" to break 
tlirough tbe invading fire, of wbicli eo much waa at one time said. 
ît may hâve been ]>osaih!e, and it may hâve been iiopos4ble. 
Tcoplc «pealf of makîag a. d.Lsh at a particular p<niil, ibc, dsc, but 



they forget that to move an oriDy oî 150.000 men, it rwjujres A 
g(n)dly space of ground lo permit them to manœuvre and to Jt]tlo]r. 
e might Iiave been able during ihe few first days of the in- 
ntment to break tbe investing lines, but the customary phruses 
I KV>ut " burstùig through" must be acceptcd for what thcy are wortb 
— and tbat b very lîtlle, 

At the fommoncement of tho war the French aniiy waa noint 

nnlly 650,000 men, or an available soldier to one fifty-ciglit uf tho 

population, while the numbered force of Oerniany waa 1,183,0O0l 

But expérience pruves tbat nominal niu.^tcr-rolls aro dei^cpllre.- 

At the commencement of the Ittlian war, France haU on paper 

639,000 men, but only 230,000 could be bronght to Itnly, and but 

107,000 tboDsand werc placed in Une at Solferino. Biil I di^ees. 

D waa oecupied by the Germans of the SOth alao^ and just on» 

BaJI Bucc«88 before Paris at La Bourgct, waa tbe one item to tho w 

F France dnnng the disastrons veok tbat closed ihe monlb of 

Df. A« the hordes of Attila and Tamerlane carrtediluolraetiaii 

1 thcir wny, bo did tho armÏM of Oermnny narry min and docaf 

o the fertile plains of sunny Fraoï^c». The Tlouse of BrandcTibnrgb 

had «xt«nded its dominion, and the ïlaclitavellian pnlicy cf Pnuma 

in tbe violated tresty of Ga«tcin, in îts premedilated' atUck upon 

Austria, and in its policy to Hanover, bad ooee more triumphed, lutd 

ê lime had alterod, or, at tenst, retarded the deatiky of a nati«n. 

Kt amt of g1ory and donùnion which bad beoo rvachnl by Charlw 

„ waa left in tbe aliAde by tb« conqnesta of King William. At 

thia period the fortune» of Franc» apprared to bo at thcir loirisi 

ebb, Tbe poopla hatl bcromc «omowhnt aputhutiT, and if tiotiin moii 

lu tbe trust and oonfidonro of tho luition ewiniiullcd KtibrniHiton, th* 

French woutd han otcopltid thoir dcfeat, and moRumb to the iovïfibl* 

hand of Fate, Bat a c^mtrary epiril coon animal«d tbe ponpU oF 

FraDcA. OombsttA annuwd the nation to ■ «iitrit of ranistauoe; and IImi 

cry-ot "ffvtm à mttraïut," «as quickly ccbotd thiwighout tlia laod 
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Wliatevar the world miiy thiuk of Gambettii'» politïcal creetl, ît 
muet admit that it was he aod he alooe, viha aroused tKe people of 
France to a vigoroua defence, when her repeated dbastera had al- 
raoat orushed even tîie martial Bpirit of lier warliie race. A levy, 
en tneuM, waa proclaimed, and every immarried man between tlte 
Bges of 18 and 48, waa declared lîable to serve in the ranks of the 
army. From ail corners of Calvadoa the couscrlpts asaembled in 
Caen, and'our quartera became crainmad with young men who were 
Wtig formed iato- régiments ot Gardes MobiU»,~ths MiUtia of the 
cnuntry. 

Oiie oiirps in partîcular, made spécial friends of ttie Volon- 
Iniret Ii landais. It was a body of Franc-tireura, principally 
composed of soldiers of the line, irho had cscaped the disastef of 
Sedan, and as inwless a lot of men as it has been my fortune to 
clap eyea on dnring my expérience in the Froaco-German war. They 
wcce obedient to their officers, after that easy fashion which ia SQp- 
pnaed to be the right of free corps in gênerai Indiridually they 
bore a strong resemblance to that class of persons whom everyhudy 
haa in Ms mind's eye— a dare-devil. Collectively they were orderiy 
enough, appeared to take paina to avoid that rigid discipline in 
manual or platoon ezercise, which other soldiers so much delight in. 
In fact, they looked Uke men in whom that eetf-rehant spirit whieh 
modem military mea think ao essential to success. Every man ap- 
peared to etand ont from his fellowa, and seemed quite prcfiared 
to risk his life upon the hazard of a persoual encounter with the 
hated foe. If confidence was indeed the precuraor of Buccesa, as it 
has been oftea aaid it is, the Franc-tireura would hâve carried ail 
before them. They expected their irregular attacks would de- 
moralize their enemy, and that the achieveineats of each individual 
Franc-tireur would form the thème of aome future Déranger. To 
the Irish Volunteers, however, the free-shootcra were demonstratively 
attentive. One day they drew «p in front of our quartera, and the 
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biptata in Cûmmanil asked me to form tho Iriah coiupuny so us to 
KO tlie Une of t'raiic-tireura. I did eo, with notLiiig mure thon a 
juo sud altogctliar wîlt! gaess nt tho démonstration that woa to 
Tlie Irùh company formed in ûiigle liae, fa«ed the Frent-Ii- 
1 dnwn nit îa a bimilar w&y . The ancieot aUiea were face to 
PeujiU) of DUO origin, bound together by so mauy bûtoric os- 
Miiutions, bouiid, too, in tbeir hatrcd of r common cnenij, I coald nut 
«!]> thinkiiig tliut tltnso Celta dlffered more in language thaa in 
; But thu cuptaiii of tlie itào corps haraugu^cJ hi^ i 
|iur sumL'what similur ta wliat t expûrîeticud uiyseU, only he wiUl 
va courtcuy made "D'en our foiliu^ 1i!:ih to virtuu'ii Hide." Theu 
e—to tha Iiisli — the objectioaabla part of Ihe pr^iceeding, u tba 
iic-tireui's, on frieudly iuteut ocul, ruaLed witU txtended ai 
B rauka uf the Irish Volaatccrs, sud os each pruceeded to singlB 
it bis man, lie coiomeoced to hug his "brave comrade" with ayni- 
pathotic ferrour. I oeed Bcarcely odd that the racika wero brokeii, 

1 thiU tbu Iriahmen were fiilly osaurcd of the frioudiihip of t 
ftntic-lireum, iilthough ihey iniglit hâve con«i'lcn>d that thwir trienda, 
B t'riîf-ïLooteni, luid a Bumoivliat «ia^aljir ivny of sliunbj tbdp 
p.itcftil uircctiou. 

I But tho (.aptuin of the free corpa bud aoumthiiig in store for tb« 
Dcera of thu Iriïh Vuluiiteurs. Tha eveniug bcforti bu niid hU 
iiiy \*t.TO to tokc thïir di-pArtnre fur the front, he gavo » litll» 
« lu hU quatten at an hotet ui CiU-n. Uar hi«l had colk>ctcdi 

r two ofGcors uf tho liiin, a faw more of tlie ïlobilua, i 
uc4irciini, nnd two of tbc olTlt-crs of Uiu Iri^ Vulmitoera togelber^i 
order to dltcuai tho qualitiea of a bowl of puncU, burucd rtiih' 
ùtie nicL-ty, The cuptuin prided liiiuaelf upon apenkiikg s " ImUd" 
tngliib. lie coiild liideed aay " Qod Save thu Qukii," and evi- 
IDtly kncff tlie fuU mcaiiiug of the phnuw, na he uaunUy occoro- 
oiod it by a remark nwt tu bc found in tbu prayora for " Wr 
llAJdtjr aad tbc rest of th« rayai buni];." lu fout C'aptaiii Tmtot, 
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U)d ail lus gueats were bitter witli IrisMsm, and pledged tiia 
toast, f Irlande et C France twenty times. But tbe guests took a nior« 
vigoroua way of showing their appréciation of the sympathy oE Ire- 
laad for tlieir unhappy country, aud one and ail atood up Mui 
6hoilted " Vive, vine, {Irlande, vive, vive, (Irlande, encore, sDcùPe-- 
Vive, viv:, V Irlande, vii/e, vive, t Irlande^' and succeeded in impresâng 
me with the assacance tliat tLey were genuine in the lerveiil ex- 
preitsiuQS of gratitude and eateem, In ail cDurtesy I could do bo lésa 
than return the complimeat, aud I Boon fouud mjself standing up, 
bumper in hand, and demouBtratively sbouting '' Vii»y vivty la 
France, vive, vive, la France," in whicli I waa vociferousiy joâued^ 
much to the atmoyauce of the propristors of the usually quiet eatab- 
lielmieiit. After this mutual display of fellowahip we recooimenced 
the not les3 exciting occupation of couauming French bramlj) and it 
was weli into the amall houts before I aaked my naw acquaîntance 
to allow me to eay ailieii. 

ITie fuilowing day waa AJl-IialIo w Eve, and the Irii,h Volunteera were 
anzious to celebrate the fEstivity in the traditiunal manner, omittin^, 
however, the custoinary hahit uf providiug freah coMs, or of impro- 
TÎaing a nieaus of enabliug a mau to singe hîs whiskers or hurn liia 
nose, through the simple ngency of what is iauoceiitly called " snap- 
apple.'* The men were iuduod aiixioua to hâve some remluiaceacea 
of the old land amuugat them upun the occasion, aud by drawing on 
the Company 'a fuud — the ordinaire — ^afaout a glaas of whiskey waa 
provided for each maa, and a few nuta aaaiated them to crack 
through the difSculties of the situation. 

" You ace, sir, the men really requïre a little eJttra refreahroent 
now aud again,'' said one of the sergeaiita to me, " for the food they 
get is not of the best description, nor of the moat ahundant in 

quality." 

OE thia îndeed there could be no doubt, Day by day the offioer 

on duty re^iorted cotipl.iiiita froin the diffetent rouiua, and it waa 



"la COUFAGNIE ISLAND. 



I: 
part of nhich there wns only a vciy poor reinedy — the ordi- 
rt. SometimeB tho beef wna tough, niiil oue of Ihe wngs (lecbnrd 
t it was " meet for r«[i«utance." As for thc pork some of ilia 
u imA they would take none in préférence to thc " wholc liog." 
b lusvBs were ufteii sour aiid luusty, or " early to braiid and enr]^ 
rise," aa somebody accounted for tho cause. Annther wit assured 
sergeuDt <A the week tlml the coffce lasted of earth. " because 
n was ground," wliile ail ngreed that " onion waa streugtb" whi-n 
giv^'D to flavouring eoup, nliith wns iudued the prini.'ip»! artioto ot 
diet. But on AU-hnilow Eve nll thusu troubles and witticîsms fixtnd 
legîtiniRtc vent, nnd the evenîiig was jiasMid in repartec and stoiy, 
It was 8U(ih a picture as Davia would love to dwell upon — eiilm, 
iit«m, and patriotic. Tbere woa no acnseless bombnst, no foolish 
bout, no pictore of imaglaaTy deeda by flood and field, but thera 
waa what ia better, tho quiet eolitierly demeanour of mon rosolved 
tu do tbojr duty. That th&t duiy was cast uiKin a foreign land, 
aome o( lliose Irish Voluutccra no doubt regretwd, but that coolneu 
«htcb is i>ft«u iudimtivv of purpoae, tuld iBaC it would 1» doo« 
'erthclcait. Sincu the Révolution of IT'JS thcre was no Iriafa 
«nce. Line rcgimentâ of the old Rri^iide servcd in th« 
ich Wuit India Islands during the Ainoricnn wnr, otbera in 
iiany, during ihe wnr uf l'^d and 17S2, and Lnlly'a rcgimctit 
în Indi» ; but during the présent century no Irkh corpi fol- 
the fortunes aud aharod the deatinics of Xi Ornmh IValiou, 
'hallow Ere in C'auu awuke thuae nieiuorics in ths miuds of tho Ins\i 
ioni, and storiua of tho oH Brigade were liberally intcrsporsed in 
connrmtion of the mon. I cannut mt^j fraget bow prumptlj' 
souod oî ^'lighla ont" wu obi^j'od in the midat of thoir mcrrj* 
it, aud how williiigly tluxie yiung soldiers acquiosced in tba 
' prompt obcdienot; The huit notm uf tho " Riaitig of 
had scarcoty bceii tbnm'n bock froui tlie outcc Uiott* çl 
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the barraek square, aa if the écho of tlie jilace loved tlie senti- 
ments oC the worda, aud again caat tliem rebonading on the air, 
when the bugles iilew, and shortly aftemarda no aound waa to bt. 
heard except the measured beat of the ueatries. 

Day by d;iy we were expecting the route. About the middle 
of November, we were quite prepared to take our place in liuej ex" 
cept indeedj that foarrier-aergeant M'Croaain, comphiined of being 
deprived of " ieaming the fighting part of the business," thrniigh 
liia constant attcndance at the Quartermaster's stores, and luoking 
After thefood. The routine of barraek life was becoming moaotonous, 
ând the possibility of retiiming to Ireland without havîag sraelled 
Qerman powder, wns not of the most Sattering description. Drill 
continaed with unabated ardoiir, and the epare hours on Sundays 
vere occupied by making excursiona iuto the coitutry, wheie tha 
most ignorant of the peaaantry speculatcd ou the uationnlity of the 
men, and when discovered, wondered in what portion of France 
"IrehuKiwas aituated," Every Suuday raoming, however, the entira 
compauy was marched to Church, the Protestants pairing oS to 
attend their own phtce of irorslûp, while we attended the Chui-ch of 
St. Etirnne, with its Gothic façades and its hâstorical reccJlectious 
of William the Conqueror of Eugland, by whtHu it was finished in 
1077. 

" Would you like to see the grave of the great departed, Monsieur," 
Baid the chureh beadie. vrho, with a gigantic wand ïu Lis hanJ, 
promeuaded about the Church during Mass, and accosted me iuune- 
diatal} aftcr the sacrifice waa over. 

I replied in the affirmative, and following my guide, he pointed 
to a plain grey tnz, 'le aiuB in the juivement before tha bigh altar, 
And eaid that that wi» tbe grave of William tbe Couqueror 

Thore was an empbaaia on the wordiMi that caughtniy attention; 
atid upon enquiring if the reroaîns faad baen removed, I heard that 
it liad bceu £or a luog time empty, aud that uns thigh buus 
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viaa sll tbat was teft of tbe once haughty aubjugiitor of the Soi 
race. 

"Ycio aee, Monairur le Ciipitai7i>\'' mii the bijudle, poiutïug to 
the alab, "Ihe grave was broken open, aod ihe beaulilul inunu- 
inent erected over it waa dealruyed bj ibe HuguisnoW m 1562, the 
boucs 'veTQ Bcaltered aud lust wilbout resord, ut tUe eame tinie, 
«rhile the Rovolutiuiiista of 1793, agùn violuted the grave, when . 
tbe Lut remnaut of William the Ciiiiqueror, ihe thigh bone, dîaap- 
peorcd witb the resC" Uy guiile woa redoleiit wilh sturics aboat tbe 
Normana and tbe conqiiests, and cooducted me aa fur aa the door of 
tbo (Iburch, wbile be puinted oui ihe varied objecta of iuteroat 
aroond the Oothic Cathodral. 

Bvfora tbe door tbe cofnpany bad already falleii in, aud a crowd 
•f Freiichniea hiid coUocted around tbe spot. Frooi «orne sourro 
ir utbur, tbe h»l was sent aruuad, and tbo iiaaatiig lueiubera uf tlui 
congrégation were aiiiwalud to by aoiiie eiithuiiiiust4 fruiu arnong 
thonwcives, fur a aubsuription for the Iriah Volunt^.'orii. Before tbo 
Company could be numburod oB aiiU rtmored from the grouud, a 
démonstrative lookiog, but respectrul Frenchnian, cime and oSered 
me the contenta of bia bat, wbicli I, huivever, firmly but to- 
cpectfully declined. " Tbo poople nro ko tnucli cbumied vitli liit 
Iriah V'oluul«or8, Af. U C'apUane,' ho aaîd, "tbnt we irtah to giva 
ibum some recognitiou of onr cstoom. *'And," bo added, holding 
ibe bat u|) 10 me wîth abuut eîgbty or ninety francs buddled inlu 
tl« caiMciouB crown, "if you wiU acco^it this liltle olTuring to bay 
tobaooo for your inen, wo shall taks ît as a spécial favour." 

At fint 1 wos vury mucb disposad to bo nide to tint man wbo ad- 
diGMod me, and Utiat tbo raatt«r aa couveying & pouiblo tu»ult to the 
men. But tbe amùuuii ex]in:«aiun on Ûm couiiltmanco of th« man 
irtio hoM tbe bat, and tbu n^ty intcrcaled and «ympatlictic look 
npon tha facca of tho [leopto nho hod conthbut«d tbe moaoy, as- 
■imd aw ibat it wu giton in govd futli, aiul ouiy wiUi a iluairo uf 
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contribiiting to the comfort of the Iriah. aoldiera Tliia tempered 
my refusai of tte money, Imt I onee more firmly refuaed to accept 
the gift, at which there was some diasatiaf action and more diaap 
pointment nmongat the sympathetic aubscribera, Tbe oorapaay was 
inarehed away, and atill the man almost apologeticnlly followed me, 
and repeated tla aaaiirance, that no offence was meant to /rt brave» 
Jrlandaii, but in France, each department looked after its own 
Conscripts, aud tbe people of Caen were ansious tu adopt ua aa 
their ebildrcB. Tlie compliments were flattering, but I was ob- 
durate, aad not nntil we got neai our quarters did the gentle- 
man leave me, diaappointed but not defeated. From a few in- 
dividuals tbe collection estended ail over the town nntil ihe 
promotera were assured in tones of unawerred détermination, tbat 
the Iriah Volunteera would accept no favoura, nor ask aiiy eïcep- 
tional treatment beyond what waa giren to any simple voluateec ia 
the Line. This crowtied our tiiumph in Caen I Heneeforth we 
were the heroes of the hour, and the people were extravagant in tbe 
eïceaa of tbeir laudations. 

But the fortunes of France had chaiigod for the better in the early 
daya of November, and we were impatiently expecting the route. 
No recruita arrived for tbe expecfed Irish lïegîment, and we abouid 
be content to take the fîeld as we were, an Iriah Company, juat 
muatering one hundred men, ail told. A ray of hope broke tbrongh 
the pall-like disasters of Fiance, in the early part of November. 
It was the hey-day of her chÎTalroua reaistince, D'Aurellea de 
Paladine bad converted tbe looae maaa of Regulars, Garde Mobiles, 
Franc-tireurs, into diape and consiateaoy. He bad proved lûmaelf 
at leaat a man with capacity for organizatîon ; and when be recap- 
tured Orleana, and a portion of the ariny undcr his commaiid 
won the Tictory at Coulmîera, every longue in France was echning 
liis praises. Ciievially and Arteney added to the rcjoiciiigs of th« 
nation, uiid tlie ery of "guerre à oittiaiice" was a;;aiii taken ap by 



*'L\ CDMPAOïnE IKLASKAISK. 

ttiJ iircfs and Ihe peo]>le of the conntry. Tbe escitement iu France 
M thûi periud wae more intense tlian itwas since the capitulation of 
Sedan, «id even Europe held îts breath wlien Boccon was carricd 
by tlie French of the 1 Itb of N'ovomber, and the army of tho Loire 
was doclarcd to bo in fuU march to the relief of Paris. It waa tben 
D'Aurclles de P^iladine undDubtedly fùlod, and lûst a briUiaut op- 
portimity of it:;3Î»ting, if not of rolicving, tbo garrison of Paris. 

About tbii timc I mado tbe aci)uain L'once of a soldior of fortune, 
tucb n DiBU as turus up in aJl modem vars. I waa one d&y giviug 
some orden to the «L-rjfCuiit of the week, wben a mon dressed îa 
tbe unlform of a Colnnul of tha Une, auddenly atopped before ne, 

fted into my coanteuiuico, and aarvoyed my tout ensemble wilh 
f qttizùcul expreaoiou peeriiig from benoatb Lia psrtly-cloaed 

["Are you ail English," lie asltod, wJth thnt peculiir "bliinlncitB," 

ifb the amiable John Itull rcgurda as a vîrtue, bat whicli UiA 

pa[>lo of the Continent regard with aversion. 

f I raplicd in tho négative and I wm eooa ongnged in converso- 

1 tritb tho étranger. I dont think ît auy brench of trust to 

^ve bis nnme, nhich was M'tvor, and aa hs appearod «omewhnt 

proud of his Adventnrom Uft\ be cannot be aiinoycd at a slight 

rccapitul ition of somo of ite loading éventa. Ue bogan Ufo, 

^ told me, in the Eiut ludia Coiii]iaiiy's Service, nnd Bashed hîs 

sword as a cadet In the ranks of "'A< Comjiany," th« 

i wns tlicn s» well knoTcn by. Wlien the scrvicR ciunu onder 

p coatiMl of hcr M:ycJity, M'Ivcr wenl to Anicrien, and foUowed a 

s occupation uDtil tlie ontbraak of tho Civil War, when he 

i with tho Soutb, was présent in tiiirl«en or fourteon engage- 

Mts, wiM woundod levcrnl timua, once Uiruaj;h the mouth aud 

( of tho faond, And ut tbo end of the war wm in command of & 

inthirm cBTnIry rcipuiifnt. Durinff the fonr yoars' service in America, 

Uk U'iver kad aajiûiod a love fur inilitai^ advcutum. Ile ahonljr 
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afterwards Bailcd for Cuba, where he joiDed tlie inaurgenta, waa 
taken prisoDer and coudeniiied to be shct the followiug moroing. 
But hÎ8 Banda had not yet nin ! A frieniliy Sjianish tiirakey, who 
like Mr. M'Iver waa a member o( the Maaouic Order, openad the 
prÎBun gâtes, and like the Apo3tle Peter, the ahackles fcll front the 
limba of tlie captive, and ho visa once more free. A shi[) commandcd 
by a. triendly American, sholtered him, and the adventurous Jl'Iver 
vras soon safe on Yantee soil agnïii. But tis spirita wero irrepres- 
BÎble. The Paragunian War oCured aome chaiicoa for his eoterprise 
and (lash. He sailed for Bueiins Ayrea, and was eiitrustcd with the 
organiïation of the Foreign Eegimeut that was to bo raised for ser- 
vice in the Brazilian army, He waa just the man for the post. 
Brare, energetio, and eiperienced, he quickly formed the irregular 
maes of foreignera into a compact body, when some dispute occurred 
between hiin ami the aathorities; diificulties becarae dangers; 
he waa tmcked by two desperadoes, by whora he was attacked in the 
(treete, both of whora, however, he killed with n simple sword-cane, 
the only wc-apon with which he was at tha tîme armed. After thia, 
other complications occurred, when once more his American natioa- 
ality stood hia frie:id, and au American sUip on which he touk sheU 
ter refused to surrender hlm to the Brazilian nutbotities, The busy 
bauiits of New York echoed to the foutsteps of the adventuroua 
Scotohman ouce more, and he was speculating as to what part of the 
world would next bocome his temporury abode. An opportunity 
soon offered itaelf. The Posha of Egypt waated American officer» 
to teach hia troopa the art of war according tn modem tactica. M'Iver 
Bucoeoded in obtaining an appointment, with the raiib of colonel, 
n salary équivalent to £G00 per annnm, and libéral nilowance to any 
relatives who niight survive the departed brave, in the event of hia 
turning np hia toes in the service of bis Highneaa the Pasba. SPIver 
waa off to Egypt, bad a. gorgeous tîme amongst the descendants of 
ApoUo and of Diana ; and he often told me iuteresting storiea of 
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tlie land wbere Syrinx was meUtmorpbised into a reod, whera livcd 
tho great god Pan, BaccliuB, and Hercules ; und wlere with Burcily 
civUUation waa uurtnred by the puny race, tbe record of wliosu 
acliiuTeinents, surprise and ustonish our lavanU of to-dny. 

Bat M'Ivcr's advcnturous apirit fuuud kgitimate outlet ofily upnn 
tlie field of nctuiil bustiliticH. Hc wsâ qnite at home amidst tb» 
ti)il and troubla ot " grim-vlsaged war." Ile loved th« biTOUac, ths 
Dij^bt-march, tbe [rassible sui-prise, and took a soldier pride ia ail itl 
eptrit-stining dangers. 

Then the Franco-Gortnan war brolcc out, and the gallant colonel 
once more tbirsted to "follow to the field some wiirUko lord." 
Ue resigned hU commission, left for France, and waa tben fuU 
cnluuel, on the filalT. It la, I knon, aomewUat cuatuinary t 
lnv eatiinate of tbe value of sucb nieo aa Colonel M'Iver. For ray 
part, hwwover, I ratber admire auch men. Colonel M'Iïè 
type of many aucb suldiere of fortune. He iiever drew Lia awurd 
a^inat a cauito vrbich Lu bclîcved to bo a just one, but waa Kady at 
alJ tûnea tu oid any cuuiitry whicb he cunaiden»! dcacrvlog of faU 
aympalbiea. N» iiiduccment cuuld aoiluce hïm to support opprca- 
aion, and if hc solit liia «ervJcea, thcy vreru givcti in good faith, i 
witb the honest dcsire to serve wbot be considcred, a holy pur- 
\*va. It would not do, of course, to accept as boly writ ail tliat 
sucb a man, and a étranger too, would say about himself, but 1 aftor- 
wards heard llio main fcaturca of tbe singular career bo rccîtod tu 
luu, veriSod by gcnilcmea of undoubted veracîty. But I was des- 
tiiied to meot Colonel M'Ivcr agaiii, and abitll only take a temp rary 
lunvu uf him. 

lu tbe nieaatiiQti the daya paestni bcavily aith us aU. Wo wan 
impationt to 1m in the field. Our neigbboura, tbe Fnuic-tircurs, iiad 
alKudy gooe, and tbe municipal autboritîea gave lliem a brilUaiit 
ovation aa thojr wore dcpnrting. Aud then our tuni came ! Ther* 
mn two Ot tlireo fulae at-uts, but urdvta came al last, aud on 
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tho 16tli of Novemfcer, a moath ail but one d^y from our arrivai in 
Citen, we were to lenve for Bourges, one ot the great military 
araenals în the centre of France. It waa a joyoua momiug as the 
men fell ïn to toke tlieîr departure. Tlie few wLo bad friends 
ftiaong the townspeople had already bade tbem adieu. I had made 
the rounds of my hospitable cntertAinera in Cacn, and ail was ready 
for the start. The men lofikud admirable unifotmed and kuap-saclied, 
bnt as yet without arma or immimition The Bun burat thrcugh a 
bank of clouda and sbed ita bnlliant rays npon the jiunty itf/nï of 
the Irish soldiers, while they atood la Une with nnlta aa carefully 
dressed as if they were prepanng for a field diy Amund the gâte 
throngh whieh we were to pass out of llie barrack.'f, the people of tha 
town had aasemWed iu goodly numbers, whOe the Mobiles who oc- 
cnpied the remaiiider of the barracks, drew up to give us a farewoU 
«»latation. The aergeant-major reported " ail reariy;" a few words 
jt command followed, the Iriah Volunteera faced the entranoe of the 
bairacks, and in anothet moment they were stepping out towatda 
Jie gâte. Then a cheer which shook the very buttresaes of the çld 
bqâding, rosf from the ntnks, was caught nnd repeated by the Guard 
Mobile, waa tnken up by the people outside, passed on to tha 
l.idi'js who stfftd in the balcoiiîea oa aur way, and awelled througb 
the u?ually quint Btreeta of Cacn. " Vive, vive, {Irlande," shouted 
a thouaand friendly Frcnchraen. " Pire, vive, les Irlandais,'' 
saluted the ladiea from the windowa. " Vive, vive. Us Volontaire»,'' 
Biiouted tlie asaombled multitude, who awaîted onr departure at the 
railway. Tiien the buglea blew, the whistle ahrieked, the spaoious 
station was fiUed with the cheers of the Iriah soldiera, and a thou 
Mnd friendly Frenchmen aaid, "Good luck, Iriahmeu, goud luck." 
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CÎIAPTER m 

» 

'' A Christian u cae highest style of man." 

Youica, 

AwÀY once more over tbe historié plains of Normandy, and tbe 
" road of irou*' points straight for the Loire. At ail the intermediato 
stations soldiers of evory arm of the service crowded the platfonus, 
hurrying to thoir varions destinations. Ladies promenaded the 
S2)ace3 in front of the carriagcs, anxiously looking out for the *' sick 
or wounded/' and whon found, administered to thoir wants with 
pious solicitude. At cvery station there appeared to be an organized 
System of relief for the victims of the war, ^or for such as the 
chances de la guerre had afflicted. On through Argentin and Alen- 
çon, the inland Belfast of France, and at about 4 p.m. we crowded 
into Le Mans, with ail its picturcsque interest, its marks of anti- 
quity, its walls, its cburcbes, and its active industry. Amongst the 
multiplicity of oniforms which caught the eye within the spacious 
station of Le Mans, the picturcsque uuiform of the Pontifical Zouaves 
attracted attention. Theû- looie grey costume, so elegautly made, 
thcir handsome gaiters, their bare necks and soldierly grâce, made 
thcm in my cyes the best looking, and as events proved, amongst 
the best of the bravcst sons of France. Their heroic conduct at 
Orléans had alrcady galncd respect for the once dcspised êolJats du 
Pitpe^ and afterwards their valour at Patay and Le Mans covercd 
tbcm with glory, and at the end of the wor to bo a Zouave Ponti- 
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Jieal, via to be distiagnislied for steady diacipliue and splendid 
Talmir. I often regretted tliat circumstancea did not throw our lot 
iu with the gallant i'oiitifical Zouaves, althougli we had been asaured 
that we were to be attacbed to a corps, not less distingiiiahed, — tba 
Foreign Régiment, — whicîi waa bo fearfully decîniated at tlie Crst 
battle of Orléans, when out uf 1,500 men thoy loat 1,000 in ona 
day'a (ightîng. Eut the road was blorl:ed, and we Lad a few houra 
trt onltivate the acquaiiitance of the Pontifical Zouaves, and to aeo 
what was to be aeen in Le Mans. The mon had an opportunity of 
obtaïning any luxury withiu the rcach of Iheir misérable pay, and 
of adding a few cakes or an orange to the scanty contents of their 
ïflVersBcks. Coafîued in a square, a crowd of the curioua book 
gatherod around Les Irlandais, and more than one of the bo-itymù 
aaked me if there woa any thing they could do for the men. I woiild 
hâve been glad iodced if souic one more generoua tiian the rest had 
given acceptable refreshments to the mon, withuut conanlting me, 
bat I waa often reluctintly corapelled to Bay that "the aoldiera had 
&I1 tJiey required." Onr stay in Le Mans enabled me to see the 
towii, aitd examine the splendid cathedrol, with its mageifieent 
choir, which ïb a.iid to be the fineat in France. Aloag tbe streela, 
aod in ail the open apacea, men dreaaed in the Bemi-uuifurm, usual 
amongst the Garde Na'vmiile, burried to and fro, and impressed me 
with the conviction that tbty were as uaelcsa as they were imorna- 
mentaL Near the raiiway station, however, I came upon a battery 
of artillery and two mitrailleuse gnas, the working of which an ai-til- 
lery officer close hy kindly showed me how to perform. 

" Ynu aee, moitsicitr," said the artillery olficer, whea tha hood w.13 

biken off the gan, " the mitrailleuse la a coiubînation of many gitni 

in one, a nmubcr of barrels in one tube ; tbe trnjectory ia wondep 

fiilly Hat, and it can diacharge 300 balls & miuuts at a range c^ 

^JlJGO or 1,500 mètres." 



.<A COMPAONtB mi,Ain>AISE. 



r 

^^^^^Ê*' B»^ '"^^^ "'^^ t^^ Germnns a mitrûlleose also 1 ' I askcd of my 
^^^^Hf orm 

^^^^H ^ Oh, yea," he replied, " the Kiigelspritzen. T tlimlc it ia an 
^^^Hnoerii-nn gun, wliich wai cal1«d the Gnlling. and wna iidopt-d liy 
^^Hbo GurmunN at tlia comin en cernent of tbe war, Our gim," he actdrd, 
placing liis hiuid Bomewbat a^ectionfitely npon the pièce, luuch sa a 
jiickey would npon the neck of Lia favourite rocer, *' is thought to 
lie sn iiDprovoment on that. In the Oatliug gun I saw in Paria, there 
wcre tcn bairela, made somethîng like thia, to revolve around a 
rentrai aiîs, parallel to the bores, lij mcans of a liniid crank. As 
cach bfurel comea into position, a snlt primcd inetal-ciue cartridga 
it pushed into its breacb by a plunger, and is held there until es- 
ploded by the firing pin. The cartridges full by theîr own gravity 
tlirough a hooper as faat as they can be eupplicd by hand, and tii» 
barroLa are brougbt snccefieirely into position m fast as they caa be 
tuniod by tho crank." 

" Do you thiok the Gatling Bui>erior to the Monligny," f aaked, 
aecing that I had an olGcer of the regnUr artillery to epeak to, and 
frora whom I might cspcct a full account of the various vca[K>na 
lae. 

' be answered, " the résulta of the eipcriments I aaw con- 

frète in favour of the Oatling. The Montigny haa thirty- 

n barrel», and yct it has oeitlier the précision nor the rapldity 

e Gatling." 

it tho Qerman* hsTe the ByporioHty in fielJ artillery," I «aid. 

hnif queitieuingr. hall aanurîug tho artUlery olBc«r beeldo me. Junt 

then the buglcrs biew the " fali tn," and I waa oompollud to part 

Tith iny tnformaut. He, however, tntroduced me ta the eaptaîn 

of a battcry, who wai g'^lni; to Toars, and I vUlingly acceptai his 

companionahip on the route, indeud I eipected Ui Icam tome mon 

formation nboat guna and jpiuucry on our yny lo the aoath. 
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^^^Bk I moved towards the railway I met Sergeant Terence Byine, 
^^■6 waa evidently omuaed at aume uccurreuco that had taken 
place. His usually calin and amiable conotenance waa beaming with 
pleasurable excitement, and iipon enquiring the causa, he told me 
that oue of tlte meu had obtained permission to leaye the srjuare, 
snd had aeked liim what waa " Give me sume more eagar" in Frencb. 
"I," coutiuued Sergcaut Byme, "told him, and os I understand the 
moa aoon afterwards went iuto une □( tbo ea/ea you muât bavg 
paâsed, aud asked fur a ' taâse' uf coSee." AS usual, tbe waitei 
bruught twg or tbree small pièces ol augar upon a miniature di^h ur 
saucer, sud placed tbeia betore the aweet-tootbed Iiùahman, wbo was 
however dissatisfîëd wit'a the quautity, and then put hia ' give ms 
aume more augar' into réquisition. Tbe garçon waa hurried at tha 
time, and replied ' lout de mite, Momieur, tjut de mile,' This, 
the Irîahman ouly partially beard, and he bawleJ uut tbat it vas not 
* loo sweet, nor baif sweet enough,' forgettiog tbat he mïgbt as nell 
be apeaking Sanscrit to a Newcastle ' pit maa' as Eagliab to a Prench 
waiter. It required ali my autbority," continued Sergeant Byrae, "ti> 
quiet the iudignant Irishman, nho, in the end, courteously admitted 
hia error, and parted on the best o[ terms with tbe aurprised gur-;oii.'^ 
In ail probability tbe puor Freucliniaii haa often ânce botuered bis 
braîoa in vain eadeavours to guess the cause of tbe Imhman's in- 
dignation, atid " (eut de suite, loat de auite," became a standard juke 
amongst tbe Irish suldiers fur many a long day af tcrwards, and with 
tbe victim himselC, when tbe sergeaot told him tbat it nieaiit, " Just 
now, i-st now," 

But we were soon in tbe railway cnnriagea again, and as the train 
jnuved ont of Le- Mans at 6 p.m., mutual cheers passed betweuu tbe 
I Poiitiûcal 2kiuaves and the Irish Volunteers. I was glad to find tbiit 
my acquaiiitance, the artillery officer, who was goîng to Toura, waa 
aeated beside me, and with Lieutenant Cotter, and Dr. Macken, had 
tUe ciuriage to ourt>elvesi, aa the train rattled ou for "Black Angeta," 
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sa the once capital of Anjou was cnllcd. Hy eompagpnv àe puj/age, 
the arttUcrjr offlcer, was ÎDstmctively communicative, and upon my 
ilitiuiriug if it vas true that tlto Pnusian artillery was m mucb 
anpBrior to our own, he gare me a lengthened dissertation upon tb« 
various daim» of the breecb and muzzling loading gun. 

" Ton aee," Le said, placing the nnder portion of the forelinger of 
bb lïght hand npon tho under portion of the forefinger of his left 
band, aad using them as a kind of mechantcal luvur to ïniproas tbe 
force of bis reasoning the more effectuaUy npon one's tnemoiy. 
" Tho PnjBsian artillery i» entirely broech-loading, while ours is aa 
cntirely muzzle-loading. But I do not think it is on that accoiint 
tbnt the Priueiaiis are Buporiof . It is boctioso of thcirgrvater weight, 
ntid conséquent longer range, that has given ihe Oenuana Iha adraii- 
tago in ail our artillery duels. They bavd iiiinaged to luo beavior 
guna tban ours, but I ani stUl of opinion, tliat for field artillury, 
iodeedjfor ail artillery, tliat muxzle-Ioadera are tbe best. Tliere ia a 
poworful almplicUy in a aolid gnn, wbicfa appears, as far as artillery 
science yet enablui na tu judge, incompatible with a breoeb-loadcr. 
At Scilan, bowovur, nnr artillery bod practically ceased to exïiit befon 
tho ckac fif the fight. The fart is, the Gcrmana aeldom engage our 
infantry, bcfore they try and cnish us witfa a showor of projectile. 
And now thinga are worse, when thi» nii\jority <rf our artillery ia 
inannixl liy Mobiles, who only shoot the cannon, while the Ger- 
tnana lâm. On tho mnrch the Oerman infantry goDerally skîrt tha 
rnads in small parties cloite togother, leaving tho higbway for the 
artillery and Kiggagc waggonfl, nn order analagous to that ot a bat- 
talion in battle. Tbe inetfaod la mor« fatîguing, bat the toarrh U 
tflccted at onco ; timo is gained, and tlie fonnaiiuu of th« Une ii 
more rapid." 

"Dut are tbfireDobrcecb-loadinggnnnlnonr artillciyr* Ia«ked, 
soxitjoa tn iuov U tbo Prcndi dcpenilwl entirely upon tbe loiixiJ»- 
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" Oh, yes," rpplied tLa artillery offioer, " some of our heavieat siège 
guns, throwiiig enormoua shellâ three ieet long, are breech-loaders, 
grooved on the ' Stead ' principle. Tlie Gennan shella are coated 
in lead, and, in tbeir passage throiigh the gun, the load îa forced 
from ô£F that portion which is eut by the grooves. They generally 
use the percussion fuse, whicb, however, is somewhat defective. If 
the ground is aaft, the German shells often atrike withont exploding, 
and it requires the ahell to strike ita nose against aome hard aub- 
fltance to insure an esploaion. The Germana, too, carry their artil- 
lery reserve men into action on axle-tree aoata, by which means they 
secure a fnll supply of trained gannera ; while we," he added, witïi 
il pecnliar sbrog of his shoulders, and a sligbt pontîng of hia lipa, 
"c&TTj them on the waggons, which is by uo nteans oa cojiveniuut, 

" Put we hâve the advantage in small arma, at least," I said, 
anïioua to catch aome ray of hopo from the gênerai gloom. 

"I don't know that," said the artillery officer, much to my sur- 
prise. " The weapons we are gettiug now are of inferior métal, and 
their auperïor range only tempta the unateady Mubîlea to throw awny 
theïr ammunition at long rangea, The German gua îa only sightod 
for 800 metrea, whilo the Gbasaepot is aighted for 1,200. But it ia 
a doubtful advantage in the hands o£ troops only partially discip- 
lined. Beaîdes, aftcr 10 or 1 2 rounds the breech of the Chasaepot be- 
comea elogged with a thick, fatty, substance, proving that the cart- 
lîdgeB do not cleau the burel in transita. The breech of the Needlc- 
gnu or the Dreysa, also becomes coated a little, but not near so much 
sa the Chassepot. The cartridges of our guna, as yen are aware, aïo 
enveloped m a. fine linon cloth, with a superabundanoe of grease, while 
tha German cartridges are enveloped in papcr, which leavea the breech 
cleaner and more easilj worked. After a few rounds from the 
Chassepot the breech must be wet, either by ^vater, or anow, or 
by8i>lttlc, or even by wine from tha nien's hcaaoïis, in order to alluw 
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t!ie " Oarde Mobile" to work with any kiud of order. But the 
trnjectury oî tbe CKassepot ù flatter, it is much Ughter, and ît U, 
niechaaically, a mucli mure ingeuious weapou, thon the clumaf i 
DreyaB. 

" But I hâve heard that the Bavarisu Werder Rifle, U much sups» 
rior lo the PtuMiau Zûndnadolgewehr 1" I saîd. 

" Oh muul," he rejiUed, " Ita calibre is amaller, its range îi 
grealer, ita fîre more accurate, and ite construction more simple." 

But day wore iuto night, aud still tlie Irûo daaUed on throngh 
thii dark duinp atmouphere, whilo my cumpaniona and myself, by 
cuminon accord, rollcd in uur rcgitiiciiilal grcnt-couls, each aeeking 
A corner of the carriage, and coarted the drowsy god. StAlioD. 
oJter Btation was pasacd iu the gloom, and ever and nnoQ the nhoutt 
and Hunga from out of tlie long Une of carnages flUed with treopa, 
swelled nwny upon tiic calm, moist air. Âbove the rodt, the etnûiia 
of Irish Nation^ aoiigs were o(l<<u distiugalahable, and the sonl- 
Etirring air of O'DoiiDcU-a boo, often bleudbd in nicloilioufl revelry, 
ffitb the revolutiouary, spirit-ftirring, Maneillnire. Occuional el 
pages en rwtte, gava riae to spéculation, and al one place, two of 
Jriah Voluuteen haviog missed the tnùn, wure left bchind, ponntl 
and friundltaa iti tha heart uf France. I oftuti thuught tb« 
turc» o( thoso men would (orm an intercsting chapt«r to a m 
of tbo rciilitica of thn war; but I afterwords heard that, one 
Ihom wu ri!j>ortcd «hot ai Orlcina, and that tbe othcr was 
tachod t» thi *Uilt uf »an\Q ^'oloncl in Tuura The oarlioat atrai 
of daybroak, hovrcver, *tiil found un burrying on. Away ovor the fef>, 
tilfl Valley of the Loire, on, on, the road of iron stiU pointa for Toura|< 
«bero (Jambotta thon rukd it with dictatorial away. But the day 
•carcely bunt iuto "ail truth/ol Ught," whea the traiu graduaUfJ 
•lodied iu Hpfod, aud the uuiuaroiis raîlway Intckn gave ua 
iurance that wo were ut Tuuni, llie charma uf which I aflerwarA, 
thuuglit were gnsilljr uvcrrateJ. A waUc ubuut ibt) tonn gnTu 



I 




LKLANDAISE." 49 

ipportnnily of seeîng the renaiasanee style ai architecture with 
ich tlie city abounda, and of recalling its historié associationa, na 
due lA the league of 64 Gallic towna, which uoder Vercingetorix op- 
posed. tbs devastating maruh of Jvilius C^^ar, aud aa a place associ- 
ated with Mary Queen of Seuta, and her short lived hnshand Prancia. 
But I had a more intereating spectivcle to witnefa. in the chief town 
of d'Indre et Luire. Wheu the Irish soldiera drow up in front of 
the platfonn in the early givy of that Novomber mornîng, there 
■were enough of ftragglera about to note the strange worda of com- 
mand, aiid to ask curioua q^uestions aa to the land of ovw nativity, 
our local hii'jitation, and our name. We had atill a fcw houra 
bofore us in the train, which was not to start uutil 7 a.m., and the 
meii had to Gnd cold comfort huddled together on the platfnrm, 
with nothitig but a hard biscuit, and perhapa a sraall pièce of siausAge, 
to cheer and warm the iiiuOT n\xn. It waa the lirst ruugh nigl.t 
esperienced by the Irish soldiera aince they left Ha^re. But there 
waa not even a grumble, altbough many a poor fellow waa slùvering 
■with cold, and could hâve ravenously devuured tlie contenta of his 
haveraack at a meal, but that for the next two daya he would hâve 
had to resort to the ludian method of appeaaing hungor, and tal.e 
•* a reef in his waistbelt," as one of the raen, Timothy Marka, once 
characteristically explained. Marks was an old H<Micr, aud had 
conetituted himself the lawyer of the comiiany. He Wked the 
création of Marryat's Snarleyow, if, indeed, the creafnre waa ransci- 
line inetead of féline. But he was a good canipaigner, full of life nT:d 
obédience, but thoroughly dîagusted at ail the évidence of disorgaiii- 
. latîon which he saw aronnd him. I saw Marks looking va throui^h 
a window, and pa^sing some jocular rumarka to a crowd of Iiiibnion 
who had gathered aroiind Lira under tha ahelter of the railway station, 
and just as I poased I ho.irdthosigni5(iatit remark, "Well, are thcae 
flueh woiiderful looking men as to f rightou the life of an ordinary mer- 
it;;!," aud pecpiiig ove. the hciitla of the croivd I saw a number of Ejv- 
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variana Inside tUe room,tbelr "elioe bnish" helmets indicating the land 
of theiroativity. Aguardof Fraiic-tireurs wasstationedat thedoor, 
a, few moro moved amongsC iho prïsoncrs inside, and my unifo:in 
liavîmf obtamed for me an entrée, 1 moved about among-it the aip- 
tiTe «ildiere. I thiuk tliere wero about 80 men in ail. The majority 
of dicm vere lying ou the bonrds, their hcads rcttting ou the legs of 
their comradea, in a kiiid ot mutual support, much aa the handles of 
four cups, can be placed in the bowls of the veasela, to the sccnrity 
and unifonuity of alL Tbcre were two ofllcers in the group, and 
although even at the distança of a few yards, their unitVirni was 
Rcaruely distinguiahable front tbat of their men, theîr erect i^iiriage, 
aud their eaay and dignillud moTunients at once proclaimcd their 
poïitious. One of them was wouiided, aud tho calm, aolicitons, but 
undemonstrative attention which he receivcd frotu his compaiiion, 
was toQcbingly attractiv& I do not vis.h to make an insidious 
ciimpnrison, but I coiifess to a warm and rcspectful impression left 
upoD my niemnr^', by the manly, uuost«ntatious, and dignlfied do- 
nieanour of thoiio tn-o young men, one bf whoni had au nudreased 
wouiid of a paiiifid aud irritating nature. 

But the scune liud its reverse pîcture. Amon^t tho pri«mcrs thoro 
woA onn poor wrctch silting upright in a cortiur of tliu room, and 
bidulging in a awin^ng luovcmiint u( hia body, whîcb can bo bofcC 
deecrihud by cnlliug it by tho faoûliar t«nn uf a scc-saw. Ue ba<l 
l<)3t hia halmct, and ktul mibstituli^d a night cap whicb mîgbt bava 
bcen whitp, but whicfa thon re«enibl«d in coloiir, n dtied berring. 
Correctly «poaking tho nigbt cap had no ct>loiir. aud utîgbt bnvo 
tunied out nny abade, if Bubject4>d to tho procesa luujd cif the waidi* 
tub. Streaks of Uuud traced cbannids odunn liin i-hcck, and ]vxf 
dcnod into cnutatiims up<m hi* fa^v, wbilu ho aU tbc time kcpt 
pitvooaly wbining for nicrcy. Ile Icukctl tho anlilbcaîa of Cajui>- 
boli't horo, wbo "cbargcd with ail tho clûvnlry'* of Munieb at tho 
battla ot Leipaie. Bat dut mon waa an exception to bi« cLui. Tho 
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Bavariana appe.irecl to feel the calm demeanour of theîr officera es- 
teuding to theinaelvea. Tliey were ail well and serîiceably claii. 
The Btrong half boots they wore wcre a marked contraat to the 
paper-jnachie shoea, no stockinga, and cotton gaitera of the Freiich 
fioldiera ; the great coata, too, were warm and comfortably made ; while 
the grent coats of the French troopa wore thinner in materialj and 
leaa suited for the esigeucies of a canipaigii. I noticed, too, that th? 
Glermane had warm flannele under their tunioa, while the French had 
nothing but cotton ahirta beneath their ahell jacketa. The French 
were gaily, the Germana were serriiably, clad. There waa more 
neatneas in the choice of coloura ia the one; there waa more practical 
ntility in the other, Tiie Bavariana had been captured at the fight- 
ing aroiind Orieana, at the re-capture of which, we ahould havo taken 
jiart, but for the distracted atate of the militarj departments, tha 
heads of which appeared to be ail in confusion. The Fraac-tireura 
who had captured the Bavariana, said they would "do for thera,"' 
aa tliey would be done by, if they had corne under the tender mec- 
eiea of the Germaa foe." 

"They would shoot ua, M. le Cnpilaine," said a Franc-tireur to 
me upou the platform of the raUway station at Toursj "and why 
not return the compliment by sending them to their reckoning." 
But it waa the utterance of an irresponsiblo man, and I afterwarda 
heard that the Bavariana ezpressed themselvea much satiafied with 
the treatmont they received. 

But 7 a.m., came at last, the Iriah Volunteers filed into the train, 
and wo were aoon bowling along throngh the vineyards of Cher. 
Vierzou wiih itâ associations of Bichard I., of England, and of the 
Black Prince, who pillaged the town in tlie uiiddle of the fourteenth 
century, was aoon paisaod and then we quickly rattled into Bourges, 
our deatination for the time being. To fall in on the platfonn, and 
under the direction of a aoldier who undertook our eacort, to move on 
through the town, with a few idlera upon our flanka, Tamel-^ ^'«asia.'ï. 
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n» to wbat ptirt oE thc habitable earlh we came from, ofcupied but 
s fcw lainutea. Tlie ivurthy nfficîal whose diity it woâ to jiruvide 
(ur our BubsiBkDce aud «juartcrs, uppenrcd' troubled at our ftrrivnl, 
and it required no secrets from bis priam bouse, to see thaï be was 
iinproparcd for the ruah of troopa that waa conatautly pouring into 
the capital of Cher. Bourges was, indeed, full of soldiers ; and their 
viirious officors wero putiently waiting for tbe Inttndanee, to tdlut 
quartera to their respective commauda. Linesmen, Artillerympu, 
Cuirassiers, FraDc-tircurs, Mobiles, and ail branches of the anny 
were represcnted «round the InUndanee httrtaa. At last we got 
DUT papers, and it tranepired that we vrere to be quartered in GOine 
aheds near the raiiway statiim, and whicb had just been erected by 
n deta<Jimeut of mcn wbo left sevcrni of their uumbera behind from 
small-poK. 

"The Intendance a rcmarkably attentive," eaid Dr. Mocken, 
placing &n accent on tbe word 'mark," which made it unpieasantly 
suggestive of petite eeroU. 

Tho quartereot the loen were by militari courtesy called "bar- 
radcB," but they were indeed unworthy of the namc. Oaps wid« 
oiiough to admit of the passage of a Cbassepot, divided the narrow 
planka of which the "barracks" were boilt. Tlirough uverj part of 
tho sheds, Ihc cold frosty air penctraled with boniimbiug effect. 
The cold was mon «evero than I ever remember oxpenenàng Ln 
InJ&nd, and tho only protection the aoldiera had vas a mittirab'.Q 
«ingle blauket, about four foot by three. It woa satire tu coll siich 
R ri^ A toarfrlurr. It was uot bugi» onuagh to eiivulupo an ordinnry 
inun from tbe waîst dowuwarda, whîle ths budy was Iclt eomplotpjy 
nt tho mercy of a frost le» degrees bduw a-ro. Caon was PnradiHc 
to fViurge*. TIk- cuM, too, contlnned to iiicru-nsi.- in inteiialty, and 
tha mÎMTy of \ha uiuu bcuume pritiM>rti»riably gruter. Tlie in' 
«pcricnoed scildicn tbuugbt Uiat tliey h:il arrir<»l at tbnt "luwwi 
âviKh,' wbilo tbe exporionced gravvly i>liouk tJieir bcudi with umim ■« 
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(orebodinga. The officera were, as uaaal, sJbwed to find quartors iu 
town, a duty generally undertaken by the orderliea, wljo foraged for 
lodginga while the officera wure oucuiiied arrangiiig tlie disposition 
ni the Company. 

In the meantime the cliequered fortunes of France appeared to be 
cliangjng for tte better. No aerioua defeat had befalleu her armies 
since the amiy of the Loire had ehown auch vital energy in front of 
Oileana. But that fittiility whicL followed tlie fortuuo of La Grande 
Natùmâ, etiU pnrsucd tlie armiea of France even in their victoriea. 
D'Aurellea de Pakdîne ha<l shown tliat Le waa a inaii well acquain- 
ted with the theory of war. The diapoaition of his forcca before and 
after his succosses in November are admitted on ail aidea to hâve 
beea judicioua. Bat he wanted dash ! Ee wanted that energy of 
spiiit which surmounts obstaclea, and removes impedimenta with 
aufaltering détermination. He waa, in fact, too prudent, and ahowed 
xa utter lack of that keen perception, oi that aptitude to grasp an 
opportunity, of which ail great gênerais are made. D'Aurellea de 
Piiladine had the trump card of ail the Freneh commandera duriag 
tho war, but he proved incapable in the hour of trial. If he was a 
dashing gênerai, the aiege of Paria woulJ, in ail prubabîUty, liave 
beea raised. Hia forcca were auperior to the eneniy, even after 
Princu Frederick Charlea, and the Duke of Mecklenburgh had rcin- 
forced Vou der Tann, The after conduct of General D'Anrelles de 
Paladine has generally been pronounced faulty, and his whuîe career 
ia a atiaiige mixture of theory and error. From the 25th of Noîera- 
ber, disastei after diaaater overtook the array of tho Loire. On the 
3rd December, Orleana waa recapturod by the Germana, and ths 
troopa uuder D'Aurellea de Paladine were in full retreat towarda 
Boargea Vierzon, and Toura. General Ducrot had crosaed the 
Marne, »id had for two daya tought the inresting army of Paria with 
varying snccesss. Eouen was occupied by the Germana on the Ôi\ 
and the eneiny wos already mauceuveriug areund Havre. Garabaldi 
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had a small soccess at Autun ; bnt tbe aitaatioa of France was almosi. 

hopiileas, Day hy day I had been expecting tlie roule. We had 

becaïue 80 wcary of quarters that I made a penonnl application to 

tlie General in command of Bourges to be Rent îiito tlie field, and 

wc weru under orders to joîn the Foreïgn Régiment at Orléans, when 

tlie uewa of thc disAster reached us, Wby we were detained in 

Bourges w;i8 alwaya a mystcry to nie. We could hâve particîpated 

iu tlie figbting around Orléans, had the militnry authoritiea tbouglit 

ipcr ta aend ub to our régiment, instead of allowing us to become 

lue mouldy" in our quarters. We had been nssigucd a place 

the ForeigD Régiment. We were to form one company in that 

corpa, proaerving our nationality as a corapauy intact. Officers, non- 

comadssioned officers, and inen, were to be lefC os thcy originally 

^tood. But the disasters of tho army of the Loire were qaickly 

iblo iu Bourges. 

waa standing in front of our quarters in the early dnys of De- 

ibcr, wheu the Hriit drîbbleta of the ronted 19th Corps appeared 

Ithe furthor eud of tlie tewu, baving eomo pell-mell from Orléans. 

Muclceo, Lieutenant M'Alevey, Lieutenant Coller, and myself, 

!r, atid aa thc niiaerablo gangs of soldiers huddled paascd 

ua, we were nioved to compasuon for tletr nùsfortuncs. ilany of 

tbe mcu'a ft^et were tied up in the folda of the patches of tcut cloth. 

itied hlood atoinod the rags that envelupcd thom. Tbe clothcsof 

mon, in some cases, hung in tatters frura their porsons, and old 

haDdkerchiefi were tii^d around mnny of their heads. Nttœbers 

imd withoul tbulr pacica, and evon a fow without nnna vr ain- 

iltion. '' N'u eyo hath ever wen auch acarecruwa," «aid Mr. 

levoy. " Kvdu FnlataB'd raggod rogimont witfa ittt ono shin made 

Itwo uapkiii» tiu-keil tiigctber, could not hare hçcn a moro motlcy 

Tboiu Uobiloi," lie continocd, witb «omothing nkîn to ad- 

ktionin hùi tono; "arc a fine lookinglot of mon, but I hcar that 

of tlwui are as dangcroua to lb<nr fiicnda aa to tbcir cncmiaL" 
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" Y03" saiii Dr. Mauken, " the aphorism of Eichelieu, thîit— 



jnay stir those men to accomplish soaietliiiig yet." 

"I like the plthy aphorism of Louis the Eleventh better than 
that," replied Mr. M'Alevey — 



It is organÎKation and diplomacy tliat will eave the coAintry," 

The defeated auldiers looked, however, hardy enough to encounter 
any storm. Their faces were bronzed to a sombre hue, but their 
misérable shoes irere melting from oS their feet, and their satire 
condition waa wretched in the extrême. But it might be our own 
fate BDy day, 

The régiment wliich we were to join had retreated on Bourges, and 
with the reat of the 15th Corps turried on to the encampment oal^ 
sida the towii. It was to ua a matter of mucli congratulatiou that we 
were to form part and pnrcel of the regular army, and not to be 
ftttached to any of the huudred nondeacript corps which were or- 
ganiaed for the defeuce of the country. 

I nmat bave beau " Methodizing" on some such subject, a few 
days after the retreat of the 15lh Corps through Bourges, for t only 
indiatinotly heard a genlletnan, who stood Huddenly before me, and 
begging a "thuuaaad apologies," asked if " we were the Iriah Vol" 
unteera 1" I, of course, a&swcred in the afBrmative, and immediately 
fouudmy handia tho unceremonioiis but friendly grîp of my newly- 
foimd ftcquaïntance. He turned ont to be a maii of sonio import- 
ance in Bourges, and eagarly asked the officers to coinc and aecopt 
the hospit!ility of liis table on the foUoïpng day. " For" said he in 
brokea English, "I am rnarried to an Iriah hidy, and she has teen 
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cliarDieU to bcc your soldiora niarch to ifods so re^darly every Snn- 
dsymoming." Thia sealetl Che matter. Weall occepted thoinvitutioti, 
Aii'l fonnd a goodly assembly of the élite of tlie towii to meet us undcr 
Ihe hoapitablc roof of our entertaiocr. The religioua demeanour 
of tlie Irish soidiets had charmed the CatUulic people of Bourçea, 
aud tliey were det«rmînert ta mnrk their apprticiatîon «f oar coiiduut 
aftor a tasliîon of tUeir own. They knew we were about to join otir 
rc^imeiit iii the Gcld iii & few days, and they reaolvcd upoii a relï- 
guus cérémonial in iha magni&ceiit cathedra], on the fullowîng Sun- 
day. Oiir Irish lady friend, assûted by her nmïable di^uglitera, uid 
Boina sympathctic neighbours, had oae haudrc^l scapuhtrs ut the Saere 
Ctrar made for presentatiou to the ineu. The eccleaiasticnl aulhnr- 
itics cntered warnily inlo the s[iirit of the démonstration. The 
Prince Archbiahop of Bourçea received the offii-er« of thivcnrMn <» 
the palace, and spoïe in warm and generoua tonca of the attacli- 
ment ttotwuon France and IrcICTid. He Bpokt- of the iiicniurie^ uf 
the Old Brigade, and tniichcd our heart« by thu («rvour itt hia uttur- 
ancea. The accomplished prelalo uppeared to bo dceply louched by 
thu nitiinory of the balf-million of IrUhmcn wlio hud luit thcir livas 
for France, trom the tiaio of the campnign in Flnndera in lâDl, tu tii« 
lut nicord of the Brigade at lie end of the cightceuth ccntury. Thou 
Franee was triumptuint and held the natiotu of Europe in perpétuai 
kwe, Cut Iho " sweet hmm of mïvcreity" had " proved Ireland to be 
Ibu beat frieud of FrHuec in the hourof hbr humiliation, aud Fnuica 
could iiever furget thu gcneroua offL-rings and apiriled devut«dne*a 
of /rfi itrava Irlandaù." And ao wo were feasled with uttcmncca 
wiiich fell âeep iatu ths crcvicea of uf uur mcinoriea, and which to 
thia day, the fei* «ho hoard thcni, romemlicr with pluosuru, and atiU 
tcuaaure wilh vunerablo eAteem. 

But Sunday came I The magnificcnt cathedra! wna tbroiigvd «ith 
the baurgonÏM) of tlte tuwn. Tbo Hpkndîd tlight of atcj» approoch- 
iii£ Une fiauly reccssod portAl" uriiiuucntoJ wtlh kik^roiiafa in 
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rowa nt nichea, were crowded with peopla who came to aee the 
spectacle. It was a aolemû scène ! After Musa waa celebrated, tlie 
Iriali Voluuteej'a were brought inside the spacious railinga under the 
alcar. The exquisite coLour wliicb. was produced by the great quan- 
ticy o£ Btaiued glaas, threw a aingularly mellow light upon the 
knecling ranks of the Irishmen, aa they bent in pions fervour before 
the altar. Tha immense length of the interior of the oathodral, 
uubrokeu by transepts, was auf&ciently well filled to give additional 
interest and edai to the aolemn ceremony. Au oîd clergymau who 
uadertook the distribution of the scapnlars, could ouly speak a little 
Engiish, but the ntterancea of the pions nian appeared to aiiik deeper 
into the hoarts of the kneeling aoldiers, as the worda were but faintly, 
and iunrticulately spoken. There were, no doubt, amougst the peopla 
who thronged the Ckurch some aceptical ëouIs 'who sneered at the 
giver and the receiver of what to them was a pièce of ctoth nnd 
niitliing more ; but the calm demt'iuionr and religions ferrour which 
animated thoae Iriah soldiers moat bave impicasod thcm with the 
assurance that auldierly dévotion, aad Christian piety, ever go hand 
in hand. Aa the oid priest passed tlie acapular over each mau'a 
head, he made a bold effort to pronounoe somo Engliah phrase — 
" Vous are no longer strangera ; vous are Frenohmen," he aaid, as 
ouo after the otheï received the sacred gift, and felt happier for its 
réception. Yea, no matter whether 8ceptical nianhood does or doea 
not believe in that sacred influence wkich Catholica attach to every- 
thing calling to mind the life of Him who suSered for our cornraon 
humanity; no matter whether or not, the non-CathoUc would re- 
gard those hoîy enibleins as deserviiig o( respect, there is the in- 
couteatible fact, that an Agnita Dn or a Sacre Cœur very ofteii 
affects the condnct aiid character of men ao much, as to draw them 
froin evil into good. Let nua-Catliolics caîl it a superstition or what 
thoy may, yet the brond fiict remaiiis, tliat with a certain claaa of 
IKiipic thèse aacrcd euibknis work mujii good, and tend to (.ko puci- 
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fication of tbeii gênerai conduct. Aprurt altugethor from any spiri- 
tual effect which Catbolics believe thero b attendant upon ihose 
possessions, tbera is the porelj secular resuit of placing a check 
upoD unlicensed thought and act, by the associations of tlie scapu- 
lar. The Catholic IriHlimen who that day knelt at the foot of the 
splundid altar in the Cathedral of Bourges, were better men, and 
ceituinly were not the worse suldicrs fot the possession of t]ie Suera 
Ciriir. Tfae efiect of the ceremony on the by-standcra vras marked, 
and many French soldiers, Regulnni, Mobiles, and Fmnc- 
tii'eura, koelt in pions worship before the altar, aud beggcd a few 
scapulais that still reniaincd in tbe hands of the prîest. But tbe 
coromony was soon over, the conipany left the church, fell in before 
the massive doorwnys, and nere eoon quickly marching through th« 
town, their regular steps, neatly drcssed sections, and erect beap- 
iiig, contrasting singularly onough wîth the lopiog gait of the French 
soldiers. 

" Wuuld you like to see the cannon factoryl" aaked my hospitabte 
entertainer, the hiuband of uur Irish friend, the moming after our 
réception at tha cathedral, and the day before our departure for the 
field. I tqilied in the affirmative, and a little waik to the ontakirts 
of tho tonn broiight ns to tho grcat arsenal of Bourges. Fapers were 
duly inspoctcd at tho gato, the governor of the arscnsal kindly con- 
dosrcnded te show os over the building, and to point out tho dif- 
férent pbnwfl in tho manufacture in field and eie^J artillery. Tbe 
cisting and boring of bra» guna vas minutdj s'jown to us by tliu 
govcmur ; but thoro wa« s lîïtlosa expression upon bis count«iuuicc, 
as if each day might herald tiio adveut of the devastaling Gunuana, 
wliu, uuder l'riuco Frederick Charles, were reportcd os advaadu^ 
uu Duiirgi». 

" Vour corps U, I believe, tbe lâth," ho said, tnming to me m I 
wa> wntcUittg a gicat block itf bniM turning oluvly and steadily 
arvnu'â " Vuu will, probulily, bc rvtainod fur tba dcfcnce of 
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, as we c.innot afFord to let thia foundry fall into tLe 
enemies' hands." 

Upon thia subject I was, however, in perfect darkuesa; and then 
the governor took up the talking, aiid I was glad to obtain infor- 
mation from a man wLo was, no doubt, well infonned. 

" Of course you know that the array of the Loire is now divîded 
into tivo coinmands, and that Bourbaki has been given one half, and 
CSuuizy the other," he continued, as we walked through the arsenal. 

'' So I hâve heard," I replied, " But r 'lat do yon think o£ Bout- 
bàkir I aaked. 

"Well, he's a type of what is known as the furievx Frnnrdh n 
man who créâtes difBoultics in order to srinnoant thËm ; but as a 
Btoategiat, he îa an untried man," replied the governor. 

"And of Chanzy," I ventured tu ask, fearing however, that he 
tnight hiisitatc to draw invidious compariaon. 

"Oh, CiianzyT' he said without a shadow of réserve, "Chanzy 
has sUuwn more military capacity than any gênerai who haa as yct 
been tried on tho Loire. It waa he who rcally won the battle of 
Coulmicra, ou the 9th of November, and it was the ieft wing under 
hia command ttat fought at Patay on tlie Ist of December — the 
only creditahle performance of the army ot the Loire in several daya 
previoua to its rctreat Irom before Orleatis. It was at Patay, too, 
that the Pontifical Zouaves covered themaelvea with gSory; when for 
houra the gallarit battalîon, only GOO strong, under the ahaiîow of 
theirBacredflagjStemmed the tideof aperfect avalanche of Germans, 
Chanzy haa tumed at bay now, and is, os no doubt you know, 
fighting with bull-dog ferocity, refusing to acknowledge himself 
boaten, and leaviiig a large tract of couatry ati'ewed with dying and 
I with dead. The Duke of Mecklenburgh and Von der Tann, are 
pressing hira with desperate persisteney, but Chanzy is proving 
himaelf to bc fully a match for his foes, and only the other day lie, 
by a singularly creditable raovement, estricnfed himself from a daji- 



" LA COSIP.IOSIE lELAÎÎBAtaE.' 



r 

^^^^Hgsraus posîtioD." And bo our distioguinbcd informant went ou, and 

^^^^Keemed qnita at home as hc dîscussed ei'ery pha^o at th« war. 

^^^^^ "U it troe, as reported, that Herr Krupp lius inanufoctared a 

^^^^baltoon gnn, witli n. liorizautal rnnge of 2000 fcotT' I asked. 

^^^^M "Wcil, I bave heard soiitetliiiig of ît," rcplicd the gdvemor. 

"Aiiil, iudeed, I soe no grcat difHculty in the vay of malnng such 

a giiii, particuUrly a^ the Germana require them sn mucli abaat 

l'ai'ig. ludccd ball-joniug, as an art of war, is still in its infancy. 

^Vith a télégraphie communiratioa from tlie aeroiimit ta trrra 

ririaa, balloons shontd be of immense service, until countor balloons 

K^^_.^iuâ and engage in deadly HtrUe in mid air. And 'groat nill bo 

^^^Hlhe foll thereof,' aa I tUink your Shakapeare aays, if one of tha 

^^^^^■(tmbatants corne Iieadlong to tbe ground." AiiJ tliQ speaker itii 

^^^^Hpilgod in that quiet buniuur 'wliich oflen prompU uiun tu amilo 

^^^^Kt itiiaginary disoâter. 

^^^^P- But evening was settling in, and n-e torjk our d(.'i>nHure, aftcr 
^^^^pMtaking of the welcome rcfreshments in tbe govcrnor's bouse, 
I The catbednl atood bafore us ; its maasivo body throwing a sombre 

L hue arouud, wbile îts gi&nt towera atood out against the already 

^^^^^Ming dny, lîku the huge sentincU raiaUi^ their aniious beads high 
^^^^HJM)vo tbcir alumbcring companions aruuud. A bittor wind swept 
^^^^UlO opon spacc in front of the churcb, tuid dasb«d in frotful gn^ts 
I adoWH the narrow thorougiifarcii of tlm towu. Undu ihe shiulow 

I of Uio catheilral 1 had to {lart my guide: bo to seek cumfnrt in tfao 

h b oflom of bis family, I to the quartf^n uf the inim. to toe Uutt ail 

^^^^Bm right for the night, Ycs, ail waa right wUh tbe Irish Volunlccn I 
^^^^^Hs coM awcpt thfougb tbo onibrasuro* of tbe wooiIud itructiut 
^^^^HlBciently atroug aud bittor to cauao the hardiust caniiiaigner te 
^^^^^■Mt«r hLt tvetb in a kiud of fn>sty inolody. 

^^^^^{"Tbe cowa in tbuau pïrta «liouM give ice croam," I beani a aoldiei 
^^^^^w ta a cumiuuiiiiu, n> (hey beut ovcr tbe Uot Oickeruig cflurt ut a 
^^^^^■k in tlio tkrw» of dcatlt. 
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Tes, that 'ill come to paas," saîd Timothy Marks, toIio joined 
ing pair, "when the Millennium, I hâve heard preached 
of, comea showcring niilk, toney, happineas, and whiskey on our 

"Wliat is the Millennium, Marks," saïd a broad-sliouldered Tip- 
pe-ary man, Timothy Laridn, as he Beriiiualy scanned tie cuuiiten- 
ance of the quizzical Ktarks. 

"The iliOenniumî Is it cliafing me you are, Larkin," replied 
Marks, half doubtingly. " Well, at ail events, the Millennium is thu 
tirae when the lion is going to lie doivn in peace and harmony with 
the lamb." 

"Thon, bedad, I think we wUl hâve the ice-cream from the cowa be- 
lote that; for I suspect when the lion comea to moye, the lamb woulù 
bo missing," replied Larkin, with the aell-satiafied expression of a man 
who had placed a period to ail diacusabn upon a doubtful question. I 
paused beside the door aufficiently long to hear just that one reparteo 
from amidst the men who tiironged the frail sheJter, and then as L 
tumed to laave for my lodgings in the towu, the sergeant of the week, 
Frank Byrne, stoodbefore me with the melanoholy intelligence, that 
one of the corapaay, Laurence Breen, had that day died vl 
Bmalt-poK. 

Thefirst of theiriah Volunteers had died for France! If Laurence 
Breen had fell amidst the pomp and circumstances of glorious war; 
if he had died whUe facing the foe ; whilo marching to the grave 
" with militaryg!ee,"hecouldnot hâve rendereduphia lifemore truly 
for France than he did in the small-poï ward of the hospilal aC 
Bourges. Thcre is, indeed, a gavage, but stiU hunian satisfaction 
in aeUing life so de!irly that, even in defeat, it makoa tlie enemy pur- 
chase a Cadmean triumph. Eut the ancriSce is «U the same ; 
and the record of the "died in hospital," is uot, or at least aliould 
not b'e. il less brilliiint ov leas melancboly roi!, than tlie list of " killed 
-ond wouudetl." ïo go down anfidst iliv intovifiïting ahout of 
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Tintorious trtwpa, to feel tho dull, lionvy "thud" of t 
of death, whilo ail tiround 

" Battlo'a œagiufiiiieDtlf stem umj,'' 

:r on tbe faltering, anà give life aiij oncrgy to tlio conduct oï tlia 
niTc, may bo a tuoro glurioua end to a aoldier'B carecr, than to ren- 
ir up Ufo ÎD Uie calm, atill oxcluBiuii of an hospital wnrd. "But H 
s I heard somebody saj. whe» Bjieuiilating upoii a 
Diilot topic. "Be merry, nnd wiao, and aîng, 



'KÏDg ileatli il a 



ira olâ fclloiT, 
I aon doe* ahiiiB, 
d «o jellûw, 
it hia coal bliiok «i 



Awny with reTcrie, for the neït morniog, tbe 12th of Di,-Miul>cr, 
ra to bo in tho fidd. 

n tha huny of dopartnra followud. Tlio litlli; iinartere of tbe 

Il Volunteen was noon ativ» with iho biulle of progtanition, aud 

e meu fell in, I detcctcd a really pleosed mprcsaion trace îlwlf 

e & WAva of snti^action, «long the eiitire linc. Fully nmiud nnd 

ir thu ficJd, Un? triah «oUliera liHiIccd admirable indeei 

r ncAt gniturii were aa whito a* the flnkcs of ainw which vcry 

f fuU upoo tho qiurlers tho mcit hnd jiut varntcJ. Tboîr 

o clcoD in evrry part, niid 00 rounds of anuauultioa 

D «iifcly iwciiruil lu tiie pnxich uf each uf ih» iiteii. Thiùr titi% 

I, and cooking utensils wero ail in order, aiid thcn a wurd of 

ud, anoLhcr, and auuther, and we paiotid out uf tiur tem|N>rary 

, to Uxke our l'hanceii io thu lliJd. (>n thrungh Bourgo^ 

larchiug to thu attmnj; utraïna of "Goil save ImUud," whUe Uw 

eoplo of tho town gapo «ith diitended eyos nt tho martial heariug 

of thc ti'uh Voluntoora; im tliroagh oarrow Btroct* whcr» lodie* WAia 

u adioD, which tlis officers roturn. Tho Artillery Bomcki woie 
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jeached, one hundred stragglera of the régiment taVen np, and tlien 
away once more, wading through Unes of gun carnages, through 
rouddy roada, and then the cotmtry opena, tho men march at ensa, 
and we feel tliat, at last, our hands are actuoUj on tlie haudlea ol 
the plough. 



-?«*Êi^<e*itS:3-î— 



CHAPTER IT. 

" Oaa mnrdra macie a villain, 
' Minions a lioro. Princes are privileged 

To kill, aud numbeiB eaactified the crims." 

Beiilïï PoiiTEua, 

ÂwAY over tho muddy roada wliich akirt the river Cher. Away 
to new scènes and to new associations. Dead and dying horsea 
occasionolly dot the way, while groupa of faniished soldiers hacked 
at the atiil warm carcases with rarenoua haste, The qiiivetîng flash 
of poor Dohhin waa heing hewn into patchea hj the hungry aoldiera 
of the army of the Loire. The flesh on tlie hind quarters of tho 
dead horaea, waa in nenrly every case eut frum ofF the bonea, jind 
from out the steaming kettles which were everywhere visible, the 
savoury odour of hashed clievaî fiavoured the sharp keea air, Tho 
troopa were eucnmped on either sido of the road, and the amaU dirty 
weather-beaten tenta, skirted our route deep into the woods boyoud; 
columns of smoke From 20,000 camp fîrea darkened the atmosphère, 
and hung like a pall over the encampment. The voice of 100,000 
men raiaed arounil the place, a uoiae such as an angry sea makcs, aa 
it rolla in created violence agaiust the shore. But our Brigade waa 
at the [urtheat end of the eucatupnient, On to La Chappclle jhrougli 
brokeu tields, and thousanda of ti»tu d'abrii where the broLzed coun 
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tcnancee nf the hnrdy soldiem, louked with compa^ion npon the 
clcan gaitera, polished accoutrements, and ehining appurtenancC'a of 
the Irish Volunteera. Tliere was aomethlng Btïrrîng and aplendidly 
renl, in the appenrance of the eoldiere, betneen whose Unes we hitr- 
ricd on U> fînd our own Brigade. At last our division, the Ut of the 
Idth Corps, waa found, aud then our Brigade, the 3nd, and then our 
régiment, encamped upon a filimy soil, to whtdi the lucn &ppeAred 
tiuite accustcza'd. Behind the eDc.amptnent the tall fpïrea of the 
Ohurih of 5t. Chap[>ell« reured its gracoM heud, while the aetting 
Bun imparted a dazzling briUiancy to the Windows of the church 
and coDvent, in wliich my fnncy snw a type of ardent Christian 
(aith, tbat eau make Ufe endurable under ihe most trying cïrciun- 
stmccs. Thtre was peucc aud cuiitcntmcnt — hère was war B3d 
misery. There piouB meu trod the paths of virtue to the grove — 
hère men, intoxicated and m.kddciied with sighta and deeds of car- 
nage, trod the ground wiiere the eoîl was fattened with the fle^ and 
blood of humaotty. But away with philosspbical cant. I hâve but 
little faith la " Âdveïaity'a sweet milk," when applied to prcMUt 
ailmenL 

■' Lira tu-da;, ta-mona>'i mm nover jBt, 
Oa uj tiaïuuD bving roM or afl." 

We had «carcely drawu up in our aliçnnunt whcn tba Colonel- 
Canat. wifli tlireo or four <jffictni around him, was »con wnlkiiig 
.juickty tirwjnla na, and thun be «xU^uded to me hts hand, and g»vo 
it ati unusuaUy vigorons ahdko fur a Frenchman. 

"Tou ara wclc(-mu," bo saltt louking up to nio with a wann <:t- 
l-r^uil<iu trociiig it-i liiic* anmnd but hiuid^iunii; and «retttlier-b«9attD 
lAtf. '* I bave tieen «pocting yon for «omo time. Yon tbonUl hav» 
lirviiAt OrleeuiB,otdy lauppow, lumannl, the /itr^H'/aHodid not knot/ 
«>b^t tfl du «Itb you. lIo«r mauy m«n havc yun, OopUaiHt f be 
MiUlnl. Bbiucini; at tho «Inlvart rnnkn n( tho Irî^ Volutitccrï urttb 



" LA COMPAGUIR IRLANDAISE." Gj 

an espression wliich I thuuglit bur^ aome evidtnce of admiiation 
upon iCa lines. 

" Juat one hundred, mon Cnlmul,'' I replied, moving with Mm to 
tha right of te company whicli I saw he waa about to inspect. 

" Oh, you Irishmen are very big meu. Now, I suppose you know 
that you are ti> act as a company in my régiment. You are to be 
La Compagnie Irlandaite, or Ze Irisli Curapanee," and the old mati 
Iftuglied at his atte-iipt to articulate a few Eoglish worda. A trace 
of pieaaautneaa passed over the features of the French officera 
around, and then moved by soiiie spirit of brotherly fraternity whioh 
influences comrades in arms, they ail ahook banda with myself, my 
lieutenants, and the doctor. And then, too, our new Commandant 
appeared upon the sceue. He was a cbubby little man, with a, 
couiitenance briojful of cbeerfulness, and hia rotundity ot person in- 
dicated yery plainly hia aiitipatliy to a rigid observance of fte faat. 
Obeaity may not, iudeed hardly ever is. the resuH of gluttoiiy, but 
then there ia a eatiafied espression over the counteniincea ot men 
whos« appétits ia nppensed and whoae aoul ia aaimated with a désire 
ti> cnvry off the firat prîzE iu the estimation of the cuwiiiwr, Thnt 
night, however, the Commandant invited the Irisb ofHcers to accopt 
the hi>spitality of his q '.arters, and the share of tho contenta of hia 
cump-kettle. Bnmour, indeed, wfiispere J strango atoriea of our Coiii- 
tanttd/r.iU, aud said that he frequently auËTered from' the influence 
of " wet groceriea," aa one of the men of La Compagnie Irlandaise 
interpreted the common phrase " tipay." But Herodotua tells us 
that the ancieut Feraiana had a custom of devising their pohtïcnl 
(aud, perhajiH, miiitary) scheuies, wlûle inebrîated, aiid of executing 
them wheii sober. Su our Commandant may hâve been wise in hia 
génération, whilo he was certainly an exception to ail the French 
officere with whom I came in contact. Tet ho had his virtue!", 
upon whioh, however, hedid not place sufficientretiance tobring theie 
owzi reward. I sujipose it waa the correct étiquette for th-j Cir" 
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mautlant to invite the Iriah officera to his table, and that it waa 
cqually correttfor the Iriah officera to accept the offer, ae their cihdd 
wrvice waa nut in the beat of workiiig ordor. It may b« iin 
triendly lo speak disparngingly of a man'a entertainer ; but if 1 ain 
to criticiz« the military capncity of my chiefs, I fear I canuot pass 
ihe Commandant of the 5th battalion of the Foreigii Régiment, with- 
out a Word of cciiauro. But the entettainnient vas not an enconn' 
t«r with a dooctiy foe, and our hoat conductod the attack and covered 
the retteat, ovor the varioua tntrets, with eplendid judgment and 
with unfaltering energy. The little cottage woa, too, iikc ail Frcncb 
.■uttogea, neat aud ordcriy. A handsome nalnut chest of drawera, 
a large walnut wardrobe, wcll stockcd with Unen and calico, two 
ncatly funiiahed beda, and a look of cleaiilincss about ail the culiii- 
ary appolutments, gave an air of comfort and thriftincss to the 
kllcbeu. There was, however, anothcr room, where eVerytbing 
vaa more handsomely arranged, and ponderona curtaina, aba' 
(iowed a bcd whîch looked deep enoogh to awallow our Uttle Cum- 
numihni, beyond bis depth in fe»*hers, AU ihose thiiiga were new 
to us, but they were famlliar to our beat. We iinprovi'd tbe occa- 
■ion by findiug ont our poaition iu the régiment, aud it aeemud «i 
■]a.Hn a matcer of counse that we aliould be tUe last oompany tu ibo 
régiment. 

■'Yoa aee," aaid the little mon, lookiog at na with the air of an 
exporicnced aoldier, "there are 6ve battnliona in our Régiment, but 
only tbe lat, 2nd, and Gth, &re in France, the otber two are etitl iii 
Algion, tbe raen bcing principally composod of Genuoiu, tiw Ooruru- 
ment would not trust ihem hcro.'* 

To an enquiry of miuo, tho Commamlata luld me tbat th«« werv 
dgbl companiea in cach bnttAlioo, and that on an arorago, tho num 
ber of men rangôd froia a minimum of 80 to a rnoximnio o( 160. 
Thii gave tbe commander of a baltalion in tho Krencb artny more 
cieu tiuw the Colonel of an Eugliah Ucgimont, althou^ not half ao 





pompous as the lartiter dignitary. But the viands were diacussed, 
the candies bumed dowu, oar CommandaïU appeared desirouB to 
Beekiug Ma cuucli, and v/c left for our quarter eacorted hj ooi hoat's 
orderfy, 

Tlie night was as dark as Erebus, and it was not without BOmc 
difScnlly that ve aucceeded in naviguling our way amung the 
nu-ineroua boggage-waggonâ wbich encitmbered ail the arteries of 
the village, At last, however, onr quarters wore reached. Fonr of 
us were to occnpy two beda ii. an upper chamber of a dilapidated 
inn, the under portion of which was crammed with Mobiles, stretched 
out upon the boards in ail conceivable attitudes, from the "aproad 
eagle," to the "tcaspoon." A. sickly tallow candie iUumïnated onr 
quarters, aud just ntade tte filthy beds perceptible to the eye. 
M'Alevey roUed over iko scanty blankets, and haudling thepillow 
swore, that it wiia a most uiiBÎghtly "knapsack for a soldier," and 
it waa not until thtj witticisin had travelled to the roots of my hair, 
that I ackiiowiedged the "liirn mot/' 

" Never niiiid, Mac,'' aaid the doctor, tiunbling înto his bed witli 
that ready assurance which speaks of a maa determined to look at 
the brightest aide of the picture. " Never mind, Mac," he repeatedj 
'■ you'll fiud nu difficulty in napping upon it ;" and theu he rolled 
the bed clothes over his head, uud very soou a vigorous anore 
nounced that he waa in dreamland. Mr. Cotter cïtiuguiahed the 
light, and ail was quiet, aave, indeed, what aomo Uerman authoj 
calls " the artîllery of altjtp." 

The réveille waa eouuded uuder oui' dilapidî^ed quarters the fol- 
lowing morning before daybreak ; and ao gropicg in the dark we 
frequently cannoued against one jinother, and ultimately hurried ont, 
aud made our way to the encampmeut, whare sickly fires wure 
alieady sendiiig spiral coluiuns of umoke up tlirougli thu caUii, «till, 
culd atmosphère. A hurried repaat of biscuits aud coSee, tht) regi- 
tiipnt, luoved ou, and Wi) stepped out to tultu uur tirât louy m;wdi. 






IRLANDAISE. 



l?he soldiers of " La Compagnie Irlandaise" did not look altogetLer 
iii holiday attire after their first night upoa the sUmy suil aear St. 
Chappelle. Thirstains of the campaign had already beguu to leave 
theii marks upoa tke iiniforma of the mtiii, but the jovial indomi- 
tiible spiril of their race waa atOl visible ia their counteuances aa 
they stood ia liue proparatory to their fii^t day'a actual work. The 
buglea blew, and thii mea moved on, the Irish soldiers ia rear, aa the 
'aat company of the laat battfdioa of the Rajiment Efranjer. 

Over the brokea fields, tora up witli our traia of waggona, into 
ihe village cloae by, aad thea the " hait" waa aouuded, wliile the 
road appeared blocked with troopa. We were stiU only a few miles 
fcom Bourges, and the grand old towera of the Catliednil atood welJ 
out againat the clear atmosphère of Centnil France. The sky was 
of a pale blue, and paintuUy tranaparent, aa it cnused the eyes to 
oliiik wheu looking into spnce, The sua appeared bright in its 
wuakneaa, for no iaterreaing clouda darkeacd ita dise. Luoking 
acroas the deaerted eacampmeat, thuusanda of smouldering lires 
were seadiag up small columna of smoke, which contrasted agaiust 
tke foreat of evergreens beyoud ; the village dogs were prowling 
about the place, aod an occasional bird of prey would Bwoop oa 
piuioned wiugs over the plain. The day bcfora nearly 100,000 
raen had eueaniped between the village where we hiilted aad 
Bourges, and aow we were the laat of the araiy of the Loire that 
had not departed. The road waa blocked with troopa, and we had 
to bide our tiiae. *' Sae-a-terre ! S<K-iJrterre !" blew out the regi- 
luerital bugles, and the mea took aS their poeks and passed the time 
aa beat they could. Even after so short a œarch, a hait waa need- 
iul. The mcu's boots were ao wretchedly bad, that the pebbUn 
'■Worked into them after the firat kilomètre had been paaaed over, and 
sry hait waa utiliaed by bandiiging bliatered feet, or stufSng wada 
old garmenta into tke gaping holea ia the ahoea. I waa sitting 
a aoldier'a kaapsock, wlieu Lieuteaant Cotter touched me oa the 
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shoulder, calling my attention to a palo young Frenchman, who w.ts 
wrapping bÏB frozen îeet in Bome m^lied tttniipa, which he had 
beggcd froui a neigbbouring house ; the fleah waa almo^t falling from 
tho boues and it was only by the aid of a companion that he could 
finish the aickly taak. The shoea were tied under the feet libe a 
sandal, aud tbe soldicr took his rifle and limped anay, for march he 
should, eyery inan was wantsd, and abnve ail tlie men who had 
seeu 80 much of the tough work as he and hia corarades ot the 
Forcign Régiment had. It had not como to that with any of my 
men yet, but that pale young Frenchman was bat the precurtwr of 
many an Iriah sotdier whom I aft«rwarda aaw in the saine plight. 
Soniehow, 1 gave way to the refuge o( thought — rêverie — that 13th 
of Decembcr, 1&70. I thought uot of home, but of friends ; not of 
heartha, but of hearts - not of places ao much as of people, luid was 
gone iiito the réminiscences of the past, when that villanous regi- 
mental bugle went off again, 

" Thal's for the sergeant of the week," said Lieutenant Cotter, 
coimting the three notes at the ead of the call. 

Away down the battalion a murmur of voices waa heard, and came 
iiearer, until at latt it reachcd the head of the Irisb company. Ah ! 
there was the explatiation, as the sergeant of the week appeared 
with a bundle of letters atd papers under his ann, " Sillets, bilUU" 
ehouted the Frenchmen ; " letters, letters," said the Irishmen, and 
60on the sergeant was Bumiunded with a hundred eager faces, each 
liopiug, yet almost dreading, for news from the dear old land. Tbeu 
followed the of^toId tale^" Mother'8 dead, Katty'a married, or 
Jimm/s gone away," or perhaps the affeccîonate little coUcen, wbo 
Jiad sworn fidelity and love, had ceaîcd to entertain any recollection 
but " remcmbrauce " of the past, had f orgotteo ber pledge, and told 
the lover that he sboiild forget it tuo. 

Somehow I fancy that soldiering develops ail the aentiments of 
Oiit nature. In his nntural sCate man ia essentially a sentimeiitaL 
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boing. It îa our civilization ibat makes us cjnica ; ît is our rcUnc- 
mont dovclops the criticism ot doubt. But vnr ugainst his Icind îs 
cerUinly not oppused to the instincts of man, and be becomes leaa 
&rci£cifd «hcn engnged in the bloody gome. There tnny be nothing 
of aentiiDontiil romance in slooping in a scooped-out etiow-drift, liv- 
iug iMi hftlf rations, or morching wîth blecding foet and brokon fhfitê 
ov T the jaggwi odgee of a newly-made road, but there ont tïma 
wluiu il îs Bnai«r to toucb Uie beort of s soldier liinii it Is tbat of » 
mon ungAgL-d ujion a Ikss hnznrdous gaiiic. Xiijiuleun waa AfTected 
b; tho whining of b dog nrcr its ninetera corpse afUir Marung», and 
tfauught tho bnita might ica?b mankind a Icson in fiddity. Bayard 
waa the tendercf>t and most chivolrous of men. 

And >o ît was whoa lotters were distributed, I thoaght I oftcn 
detectod a merry eye grow dut!, ur a joyoïu hunrt bccomo sad, after 
tlu) vontenta of tho vaffae-maitrt't bundle had b«en rwul and thought 
ovcr. WUtin nivu's Uves haiig by tbreiulii, frioiids bci-ouie dwtKr, 
and tho iiff.!(-tiun of suii and fatlicr, of haaband, lover, or hrotker, 
ripou into Bomi>thiiig nkin tu adoration. It ie not love, for tb«t hos 
boon truly ostrpmed as "a holtow word, the modem fair onc'a 
josi;" but it is «ncS a foeling an the angrls hâve wh«n the peniti-nt 
siiiner comea to judgmont. V^ar develops niany of tbc gooà, 
and maur of the bad qualitiM In our nsturv, inokM V» partly 
fienda, and portly Koda. PerfaaiRi, 1 waa a littlo louchcd myactf 
tbat DoMtuber muniing; pcri»p!i th« l«tlur uarkeil "Courtni di» 
f nnUna, TliUdiHuk, Wttfielarr, Myiqut," oud sigu«d, "Ever yovr 
fond cUten,' rmnwd nw to feel a littJc quccr about tho rv^jun uf 
thir li««rt, KDd if a iBOiitt «y* be a cowaM'* Mgn, then am 1 gutltv 
ol tbe sine. U I broodvd orv the i«at. if 1 tfuuund tlie a0M-< 
UdB of UuiM «Ikm lett«r I rK«iv«d, tfaougbl cl tlioir ffltu» il tbe 
diaBMl of «ar «Mit kfiiiist ma, va* it * crime if I Wl oqr «uaiii»- 
nitm and wlabed lo ba atona f 1 knoir it b « wtoroa i y in tUs 
cyucat agÊ to nkcer M lUi **— ntiitatal Inak," biil tnrjaa» to 
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his tastç aitd according te hia rzperieace; for me, I just now rc- 
member some of the beat men I ever kncw, and they were not quite 
free from this feelîng. Bnt, to coroe to the practîcal, jnat allow 
me to put iny letter safely into the most aecure part of lay portf- 
fen'dle, to draw the elastic bnod careFully around it, safe, but ready 
wben I am agaîn in the humour for indulging in a little "aenti- 
m entai trash." 

"Ten 80U3 on this," said the sergeant of the week, holding a 
well-thumbed letter in liis hand; "Timothy Marks," repeated the 
aergeant, readiug the name of the soldier to whom it was addreased. 

"That'a me," said Timothy Marks; "but where am I to git tiu 
sous 1 la it to Bave it on a sou a day I am 1 Bad luck to thejn 
Sure a nionth'a collection wouldn't pay toll for a ramrod." 

"Marka," said Lieutenant Cotter, 'TU hâve to put you under 
wrest if you use suoh language." 

" I can't heip it, sir," aeriously replîed Timothy Marka, " 1 
haïen't btoken my faat to-day, eicept with a mouthful of bad coffee, 
nnd yiaterday I had only wan mâle; my feet are to the ground, and 
you aee myuniformin rags; an' thin to want tin sous for my letther 1 
I can't heip it, air! I can't help it!" 

I waa glad to eee Lieutenant Cotter tolerate the poor fellow's plea, 
for the authorities were not ruinously libéral to the Iriah Volunteera. 
and I was, too, pleaaed to see Timothy Marks receive his letter, and 
ravenously devour ita contents. 

" So/c-a-dos/" "Sac-a-dos/' rangent the regimental hagle; "Sac-ti- 
lio^f" ahouted the loiis-o^cwr. "Sac-a-dos/" echoed thmughout the 
line. The usual burry followed; the alignement was taken np, the 
coramand en roaU giveu, aad away we ahufflod, soraewhere, anywhere, 
but ont of St. Chappellc. The people of the village appeared to 
take neither intereat or notice oE our departure, but just as we were 
liHBsing the akirt of the village I saw Lieutenant M'Alevey waiting 
for the Company, a handsorae géranium stuck io the bntton-hole of 
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a tunic, nnd he just io Uie act of waving a salute to a, ratlior pretty 

H, wbo sroiled at hûn from an adjoiiiing wîndow. 
"Flirting again, M'Aleveyl" soid I, sa he ainilingly walked bedUe 
lis uaually neatly-cnrled mouatacliios n Uttle out of order. 
>h, DO, captain ! only preaching patriutisra to that lady you eaw 
e window — a sweet girl, with ail the passionate idealûm of St. 



wl" whbtiod a nowoomer behind ua. "M'Alevey, you'U 
c a mniik or a teototallet m sure aa tute, if you pull througb tlûs 
mpaigu." 

"You are i^nite wrong, Aiietor," conlly replied M'Alevey, addrtwïiig 
Dr. Macken, nho badjuat joitied ua on the march; "l'in too aident 
a spirit to be eitber," 

lI'Alcvcy waa the bouI of humour, Ofteu I bad to beg of him tn 

leavo me, for bis compnniiuâbip mcant a round of laughler, which 

became painful trom ita coiiatnncy. Sunsbine or ahower, feust or 

mine, M'Alcvtiy waa alwaya tbe same jovial, joyoïis fun-mnker; 

wionally flîrting, but over tbe essence of wit, good'huniour, aiid 

iality. Hia jokea generatly went tbe round of tbe rugiinont, aixt 

j had beeonie nuted for aaying the bcst things of the day. 

B Bi)}>carance he was evcry incb a aoldier, hia tall wuU-knit figure 

ing set off by the mudnl bo woro for the Klcxican Expnlitioa U 

wu an cvidouiv of vniiity at ail, porbaps it wo* in tlio twiat of 

:ii)U<taehina, which he as ciirefuUy tmuaiod in the fiuld a* in 

xtora. To ligbten a march ot cbeer away mniii, SrAlovoy wns 

Ebe beat hsnd I ever met, aud, ïii conacqueDce, his coin [lonion «bip 

VM conrted by evecy ulbcer in the regimaut. He was, howerer, too 

much the cavalier. A prctty face ur a gloas of Burguudy waa irre- 

û M'Alevey. U bu bod lived in thu tiinc of Cliarloa I.. 

tt daya of " pcnnnal nllugiatine," abundanco of sock, oud luilimited 

«mo and win tbo daugbter* of tho Iteuiulhead*, M'Alevoy 

kiM linvi' brcTi a parngon of perfection. Hù «rît, Iti» Jovitl 
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Immour, his succeasful amoiirs, and his capacity for a modicum of 
Tvine, would bave made him beloved uf ail the bsloved. But in 
thoae days of révolu tionized warfare, I fear M'Alevey did not carry 
the good wialies of ail ; some, perliaps, were envioua of hia wit, 
while othera inay hâve been teased at hia importunities. Tliu 
Colonel might thiiik that he neglected bis regimental dutjes for 
some frîvoloua pretext ; and i( I occasionally took a similar vie«- of 
lus roUifkiiia conduct, and witty williea, 1 lio|ii; iM'Alovey will 
admît that I was not more rigid in my interprétation of ihe 
Word — duty — than waa necessary. But the march from St- 
Cbappelle to Mehun on the thirteenth ot Docember, 1870, went on. 
Past deatroyed vineyards, trampled gardena, deserted homes, aiid 
occasionally the débris of war material on the road. SometimEs a 
wearied soldicr would fall ont and thraw himself cxhauated upon 
tho snow or mud tliat liued the route. Sometimes a horae, worn 
with exhauation, would be unyoked from the baggage-traiu, and shot 
upon the eide of the road, and aa we looked behind perhaps some fa- 
iniahed doga might be seen prowling around ite Btiil warm carcaas. 
Oceaaionally the "Sac-a-terre?' would aound, and then the troops 
were, as usual, busy bandaging ugly aores, searchtng for a moutht^il 
of water, or catchiag a moment'a repose. 

Juat before the sun waa about to leave ua, we pulled up beside au 
invitiug looldng fidd, where the warmth of the deep soil had caused 
theanow to meltfromoff itaaurface. The " Srm-a-terre" hadaounded 
fully quarter of an hour, and a few adventurous spîrits were busy 
making coffee. They had set themselves iuduatrioualy to work thu 
moment they arrived. Two or three bad gone for wnod, aome (ur 
water, and othcra were buay lighting the fire, AU went merry aa a 
maniage-bell, the water was jnat boiling, the aoldicr who undertcok 
the part of cook had pourcd the coffee upon the bubbling liquid, 
when " Sac-a-itos," " Sac-a-dos," atrieîîed the bugle. " Sae-a-dot' 
Blioutcd the so'is-"^rieri. Consternation tollowed amongat tho 
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Hnxinus men vLa Burronnded the kettlo full of boiling wiicr. 
Tiinotliy Marks made use of some sentence wbicb invoked the clia- 
rxter of the prÎDce of PandemonJuni, while ail the timc lie looked as 
ferocionfl as an irritnted biill-dog. 

"l'jill in!" shouted Sergeaiit Carey. 

Around tbe fire, whero ail lïaa harmony a moment before, ail ' 
(unnoil now, Some wcre for carrying thii coffee, olticrs were for 
s[>illing it on the ground; a high nord or two passed. 

" Fall in !'' ogain sternly epoko the sergeant, in langnage that 
showed no f urthcr tampering with ; we rattled away, and tho disputed 
coffee waa consumed — I know not bow. 

I thought 1 heard Timothy Marks's voice once or twice a Itttle too 
liif*h, and thcn î tbought 1 hcard the corporal of hia squad «ay a 
Word tbnt silenccd him for tbe wliUe. 

"This ta tho kind of work that makca one think of tho coniforta «f 
borne, captain," aaid M'Alovey, coming up and walking hesîde me, 
and speaking more aeriously thaa I bad hcard bim for aome dme. 

"M'Alcvuy," soid I, a litUe surpiised at the tone of Uiâ converution, 
""are you hocomîng touched with horae sicknessl" 

"I don't know that," repeated the lieutenant, "but I wna thinking 
o( a fatnily party seated around the family table, tbe ancRxlml Dible 
bûng read by the eldeat-bom, and the old inan occiiûonnlly euliren- 
Ing the scène by rocking on the cat's-tail." 

I aaw M'Alevey was in one of his hamonrs, and I waa rigbt, for 
hf rattled away, possing the weary hoara of tàit mardi la jnA and 
rcpartec. It won now quito dark and as we entcred a rond that led 
throagb a doop-sct fondât, tho ehadc of overbuuging trut» rondcred 
it difDcult to NM a yard bcyond onc's face. Now and agaûi t 
mannur or a, ginan cnme from Eonirthtng that lookcd Uka » 
human boîng, bc«ido the r^nto, aa wc paMcd along; some poor 
irtdtcb bad biïd dowii in hi* rniicTy, pprlmjHi to dîo. The grr>ans 
iaonêntà nlnn/i the vay, aod, tumiiig around, I foond thaï two gf 
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my OWH men had dissppeared. The pace was begining to tell ! 
The march waa forced and why, nobody knew. Thera was no enemy 
iu our immédiate front, there was none near our rear, and yet we 
marcïied os if the fnte of our armiea depended upon our movo- 
iiienta. At tbe moment I could not toudemn the eYÎdaat huiry, for 

I knew not but theni was a cause, but I afterwarda found it was 
quite A usual thing to knock up hait tlie troopa witli uselesa hard- 
shipa. It ia ail very well for oiïîcers who are mountcd, or officers 
who are not raounted ; it i» ^ very well for officers who are well 
sluid, well fed, and hâve nothing to carry, to command the pace ; 
but it ia a différent thing with famine and fever-Btnick Koldiers ; it 
is différent when the feet ars blistered, and the friction of broken 
alioes and pehbles causer blotches oa large aa five-shiUing pièces to 
eat into the soldicr's instcpa^ it ia quite a différent thing for the 
men whoso knapaacka are full, and whose haversacks are empty, and 
who are weiglieJ down with ninety rounds of ammunition. I tnow 
wuil Marehal Saxe waa right when he said, "' It is legs and not 
arma tliat win campaigna," but they must be uaed at tlio proper time, 
atid iu the proper place, lly expérience of the I3th of Deeember, 
1870, waa verified many a day after when I hai! occasion to hurry 
in a death-like march, fur no other purpose than becauae the oiEcera 
thought what they could do, could be doue by the men also. French 
soldiers wore hurried when there waa no occasion, aod thousands of 
good livcs wera lost by uaelesaiy forced marches, to uae the mildest lan- 
guago. But onward atjll, past the limber, ankle-deep in mud, throu^-h 
quitit villages where the dira light of tallow candies placed at t!ie 
little Windows makea ua feel that we are in the land of our kiud atill, 
The lirabs we:iry, the heada ache, and the aick droppîng to the rear; 
but the spirit ia atill the aame — indomitably Iriah. They bore tbeir 
firat day'a mnrch with wondroua good wiU. Occasionally, indccd, 

II anarl from Timothy Marks broke the monotony, and gave foro- 
bodiuga of coining events with more than projthotie trutlifuhieaa. 
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Cut the lurid ginxe in our front t<ild us we wcre appronchiop cur 
destiuiitiou. The shattercd wiog of the anny of the Loire was ea- 
cnmped around Mehun. Pressing on, wc rcacbed the town about 9 
pm., and marched through ita narrow thùroaghfarea to fiod tba 
place of cncampment beyond, IIow strange thu feelîng uf licing ia 
n town once more. How the lights glure! 

"Look nt.tbim fîuQ rolls of fre^h brend in tbe windowl'' I Ueard 
a soldicr sny, aa tve passed a confectiouer's shop, the steam rieing 
through the gratod cellar &9 inceose rises froni a Pagan altor to the 

"Vis, and yon may look at thim, aii" tliat's nll you may hive for 
it," said onr old friend Timothy Marks, looking witU frelful indiffvr- 
ciice towards the indicated epot. « 

"You're always looking at the black sida of the moon, Tim," aûd < 
n good-natiired young Dublin man — O'Brien. "How do you know . 
but we shall havo those rolls for euppor to-night, nicely buttered, aud 
visped before a gorgeona lire." 

" Bcgoae, you omodhaun," said Timothy Marks, casting a look nf 
acorn npon liia iueiperîenccd companion. "Yis, indoed, it's butter 
ytin irant on rolla ; bad luck tu thioi, the only roU you'U get for 
Muppor 'Il bo a roll in thu miid." 

And, indced, so it vns. Aa vro wheolod iuto the place markcd 
out for oar encampmont, I thoaght it resomblod what the bed o( the 
LiiTey miut bo, The mud, or clay, adbtu^ in linge flakes, u large 
u enow shocs, to our boots, and reudered «aUdiig "no enmll jokc." 
aa I hcard aoincbody bcalde me aay. The acting Krgcant-mnjor 
WB3, bowvvcr, ftpinl to oU enii.'rj;cnciea, and wu ono of iho firJt 
to i^vG n ailvury liiiing to Ibo darkcnod pronfioct. 

"Como, Tim, my man. thero t« no holp lor it; you must only mako 
tho best of a bad bargain," «aid Borgeant Carey, going up to Timuthy 
y.urlu, who was nirvFyîng what lie cillod the "cut of Iiù giV «-itb 
tlio air of a man wlio waa not <]aitij ««llalleJ wîth hia mcotacumeui- 
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"N"o, T suppose not, sergeant,'' said Timothy Marks, ahaking hia 
bsad; "there'a aothia' for it. Bad luck to thim. There îs & big 
tijwn witliiu half a mile of us, tlie Pi-uaaiaaa wili be sleepin' in it 
buforo a week, an' their own soldiers are lett to waddio in the dirt, 
like eeh in. a mud-hoie; an' thin thcy expcct min to march. and to 
£ght ittr thim ; the omadliauns." 

At first I feared that tlie remarka of Timothy Marka miglit create 
diasatisfaction amongst the men, but I soon diacorered thiit they l'e- 
garded him aa a good-natnrod grumbler, and tlien I let him bave bis 
say. Old soldiera are alwaya hard to please, aad Timotby Marks 
waa iio exception to the mie. Aa tor tbe reat, there waa aot a word 
of complainte tbe sargeai^ts made tbe beat sélections tbey could of 
places, coosiatent with the alignement of tbe company, and the mcn 
went to work, pitching tents, gatbering wood, or, carrying water, 
while tbe gnard foI^fhB j'aUceaux waa being told off for tbe nigbt, 
The scanty rations of the soldiars bad beeu cousmned iu tbe moruing, 
and were it not for a littîe help from tbe compaiiiea' purse — tbe ordi- 
Maire — the soldiers of the Iriab company would bave been foodiesa. 
Just as everytbing waa in ordor, M'Alevey came and took me by tbe 
arm, and gave tbe comfortîng news that the officcrs might sluep in 
M eh un, 

Just then a rific sbot rang out sbarp, cloar, and abrill npou tbe 
friizen atmosphère. 

" Tbat's from jour company," I aaïd to Ciiptain Ceresole, wbo waa 
jaat paasing me at tbe time. 

" I suppose aome poor devil bas beea patting an end to bimsolf. 
It bas bappened aeveral times before, and ail because of la jtiiseit," 
said tbe captain, giving tbe last abi-ug to bis sbouldere, and moviug 
tUAvartla the scem: of the disaater. Dr. Macken bappened to be pasa- 
ing at tbe time, and be came with na, and there, sure enougb, waa 
a soldier lying in sucb a manner as to convince us that it waa a case 
of suicide. The doctor prouomiced Ufe to be extinct, the bal! from 
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tho Cbossepot liavîng paBsed through tlie brain, and slightly woondeâ 
ft nian who was eogaged aa tbe caiiinifr for bis guard, a bundred 
yards awaj. 

" Captaïu," aaid Lieutenant Cutter, wbo was attracted to the apbt 
by tbe discbarge, " Uu't tbat tbe man whom we aaw bandaging bis 
fcatatSt CliappelleTsce tbosboehowit istied, and I think I lecog- 
niao tbe featurea, too." 

" I bdieve you'ro rigbt, Cotter ; it îa tbe aame. Was be one «il 
yonr mcn, Ucresolc 1" I askcd. 

"Yea, poorfellow, bewas/'repliedCaptain Ceresole, "and I regret: 
tbis Tory much. Mon Dieii, wbat wUl bis lootbar do I Hera, aer- 
géant, aeatcb tiis piMiketB, Give me tboae papen ; tbnnka ! Thrutr 
bit) bl&uket over bis (tice, pbico a guard upon tho body, and tell tiia 
Bergeant-mitjor to report it to tbe odjutaiit." Ând tlie cafitiùii 
walked away, opctiing a letter ditected tu bimaelt by tbe " fo«)t-a(>ra 
Frcuchman." 

" Capitaine," began tho letter, " yoii know m%, Henri —— ; «boifc> 
you gct tliia I will be dead. Yuu kuow I bave tried to do my dnty, 
Inuktng for my ooly reward in yuur récognition of tny willinguwu ta 
ubvy. For yuur kindnesii to niu I givu yim my dyïng ihnnka ; yott 
bave bcen a gênerons eommandur and a kind suporior. When you 
coald, consistent witli yoiir dnty, you gave me ail tho indiilgi 
your power. llut, Capitaine, i am afnid o( life. I cannot livo any 
Kingor in tbo agony I am now sufleriug. You nuiy tbink I 
wona thon nUier laen ; perhaps I ani not ; but I munt lie ot weoket 
niiud, (ir pbjeiijuu, fur I wuuld ratlier die tlian livc in tortitra. YnV 
«v'ill Gud tbat tbe bonc protnidot thniugb tlin Refib uî my (eot, eateii' 
uff with fmat, and thc duclor boa rcfuaeU to allow me to go to boa- 
pitftl. I cannot niArcli, and it ia butter to di& I iiave, buwever, 
one raqnast ta uk of yuu. My poor luotbcr nnnrd yon when y<>n 
«Bi« a U>y— tell ber I leli in uetiun ; il 1 tbought yon would 
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thia, I woTild die unhappy ; but 1 am sure you nill, ao j. will difl 
easily, Guod-by, CapitaiiLe. Adieu. 

'■ Uekri ." 

"Poor fellow," saîd Captain Ceresole, foldïng up the letter and put- 
ting it into hia pocket-book, " I suppose I mnat tell bia mother tbat 
he fell in action, but that will be poor conBolatiou for her grcy 

I kuew Ceresole wisbcd to be aloDe, and I left Jiira to the cuiu- 
munioti of bis thoughta. 

A parting inatructiou to Sergt. Carey, and M'Alevey, Lieut, Cottcr, 
t!ie doctor, and I waded tbrough streams of water,dodged througb bag- 
g;ige-waggoQa and guU'Carriages, and at last entered tbe boundary of 
one of tbe dirtîest places in wbicb it haa ever beeii my lot to pass 
tbrough. Mtbun, oh ! may I never look upon your like agaiii ! 
M'Alevey'ffiis a capital haud at scouting ont îodginga. He knew 
tjxactly by tha conduct of tbe people wbo aiiswercd bia query, 
"Hâve you room for four officers," wbether he wonld persévère ur 
not. Jî it was a lady wbo ahowed tbe sligbteat évidence of guod 
teiuper, WAIevay would iiiterest ber witli bis conversation, makt 
Uer laugh nltb bis witticism, and the chances were tcQ to ono tliiit 
he woixld succeed in findiug a hed where duzena had failed before. 

" Tliero'a no use going there, M'Alevey, the Commandant bas just 
been trying,'' aaid 1, as SI'Alevoy left my aide and walked over 
towards a Uttle Inniae that atood in from the road. There vras a 
paculiar twinkle in M'Aleïey's eye, be gave tbe least curl to bia 
mmiatacbe, and knocked at the door. From tbe moment tbe door 
opsned and a Laadsome dark-haired girl stoud in the paaaago, I made 
certain that JI'Alevey would aucceed, and aucceed he did. I could 
aee tbe atem look ehe aasumed for tbe moment relax, tben a amile 
traeed an expression upon ber features, and before many seconda 1 
aaw tbe liËUtenaut raisa bif hpi as Ma fair m-o-iû ran oS to asit 
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her father if he could miike Auy kiiiJ of a Blutke <l<i\vn 1 With 
ttae young lady's fatber M'/Uevey was equnlly bmcc bsFuI ; aad & fcv 
nigs pUcod v.pii-.i the bonrds, besiile a, gorgeous firc, maùe 
fLirUble for tbe night. Mulmn was bo cruwded, that oŒcera wi.(t 
truated to tbeîr servants tiiiding qnortcrs for tlicm, were put toeomet 
ehifta. aiid iu scveral instances had to retnra to tbe cainp and find- 
sitelter in a baggage-waggon or under a gHii'Wirriage. 

Our host treatcd ub nitb miirlcrd kiiiduc«g wbcn be beard 
wu wera IrÎKh Voluntecrs; ha wna singulorly intelligeot for bis cbMfl^< 
aiid be underatood perfcctly thnt Ircland wa« wtubed by t!a' 
.A Uantic, wbicb I am aure was wbat many of bis neighboure did n«S 
kiiow. To UB who weat to Franco full of synjpatby for ber misfor-' 
fines, aud wlio bad ibrown our livea into tbe tunteat — wo wbo con- 
jnred up tbe biatory of tbe past — tho utoric» of tbe Old Brigade — uf 
Clare at Hamilliea — uf tliat borotc burst at Funtcnoy — iif thc Hland 
al Cremoiia, or of tbe cffom of our fnthcnt at Yprfn, y/hr-io ibo ranti 
parts yiclddl to tbo charge of tho Irinb Vohintceni, nncl covcrpd ihca 
wiUi glory — to ua wlio retnembcrcd ail tbosc, wfao trcnsurc^ them M 
^ma in thu history of our people — aud vbo ezpected eimilar rcco 
Icrtion of tbein by tbo Trench — it waa often amusiiigly luortifying 
to bcar aoino mawkiab Frencbman aak — "Irtlatfl/ /rtlanJ/ fFiifri 

Dut our boni wa« an intulli^ent man Ju bî» way. Ho bad a vagtio 
idca tbal Irekod w*» somuwbere on the yrvA coût o( Euglaud, and 
niiule a wondruuidy auiiuiiug effort tu tnioe ita geographical pueitkti 
nltb thu point of M'Alevey'ii waUdug cane, (lu Bi>|itsiTed Ut tl 
tbit Irebuid waa, geographicnlly, a bump up<m the atiuuldera o( Ore 
Brilain, and tlie pou.' roaii liwked amaziagly «atisiicd as M'^ 
ariiuicKcU, or at Icaat henitatctl lu cvntrodict LU chartnfi'l liuiu.O-:c«> ■ 
Rut my miacbinvoi» lieutmuuit bad hia nyoi tn other quarlers. fl 
î-l*iU«<rey eoubl oot bo quint in tbo pruonra «( « wouan — l» alw J 
LvJy ar nn|d» mûA — vttboot inyiog bar courtmia attcutioa 
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made us ail laugh rings round, and the little clock besîde the bed 
marked one a. m., before the old man, or perhaps the old man's 
daughter, could be induced to say "bonne nuit" 

Our toilets were a little troublesome that night — that îs, we took 
off our great coats and long boots, and, wrapped in our blanketa 
watched the flames lick up the logs of wood that were abundantly 
heaped upon the hearth, the beat from which sent the flush of corn- 
fort through our veins. Oh ! how gorgeous the single rug, that was 
ntretched upon the wooden floor, felt ; a little hard, perhaps, but it 
was dry; and as fatigue is the best of narcotics, we soon forgot our 
troubles in pleasant dieams of the dear old land. 



a 
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CQAPTER V, 

Hj foroign h&ndi th; âjKng tjtt wne eloud, 
Bj loitiga huida tbj deoent linba compoMd, 
Bj bamblo huida thj hinnble gnte adomed, 
Bj itrâDgen bonoored uid 1>; itnuigen monroed. 

Tbb sun w(u ftbout pecpîng over the south-eaatem horiKin, ( 
tlie words of M'Alevey, had "strucfc a light," tlie foUowiug moming, I 
wben a vigorous shake by somebudy caused me to awake. Lookiiigi 
■round I saw M'Alevey engaged in an inlercstiog conversation n 
our hoat's dangbter, wbile 1 heard hîm advocnting tlie relative b^ m 
coiuingneas of ehort drosses and tiîgh-lieeled boots. Andy, mjr 
orderiy, had, by some peculiar power of bis own, a power he was fond 
of calling the "instinct of raaon,"ferrettcd nut my wboreat>outa,aiid hâ . 
àfpeared to bo serioudy engaged at bayonot oiercùe witb soniebody 1 
who had Bougbt refuge in the Sue, but, as hc readUy uphùned, ha « 
on]y ramoving sonuthing that stopp d the freo passage of the UDoke J 
tliTough tbe chimney. Lieut«Dant Cotler waa still quirt, but I 
ois nsaal Ihunder grated hanhiy u[)oa the dullcat« uU«rantai of I 
M'Alevey, who appeared to be now uûng auch langnage to faii vù-a- 
la Pcipo niight put iiito Uie moutb of Abelard wben adilmûng EUttMha 
Ti> Lieutenant M'Alevey I was often as nbnonotu m m I 
tbe occupontji nf an omnibus, or aa a tall mui ia in a crowd o 
pn^CMiiion day, and I foar tlie r^'ivinling angcl had no prayor to 
t«giat«r for im onlerly, who had ao nncurvinonioiuly awakcd me • 
from my alnmbors. 

Crash I eraahl down came the shoot of imn witïi *^Iû*Ji Andy bail 
ton sncMsafally pUyed, and carried along with ft a clnnd of «oot, J 
whicb envdop«d tho pœr fcllow from hoad to font, eaniiiig hîm lo 1 




"la oompaokte iklandaiee," P3 

gpit and Bplutter like a monkey after a dose of genuine S. P. Andy 
gave a spring ta the rear that an athlète might envy, and upset a 
mai-mite, which was filled with water, over the beardleas fiice of the 
sleepiiig souB-lieutenant M'AJevey sprang into the hall, kickùig up 
hia heels Uke a. well-trained cirous-horse, while the half-dromied 
Cntter was caSling for the assistance of the hiilf-choked 
Andy. M'Alevey kept crowing away ia the hall jiist by way of 
illastratins that he, at leaat, was "ont of the wood," while I suc- 
ceeded in covering my head with my bkntet to ward ofT the socit, 
and rolled away from the poola of water that were foriniog around 
me. The situation was, however, quickly understood, and as Andy 
waa engaged remoring the soot from hia person, M'Alevey put his 
head in at the door, and congratulated him upon hia succeasful at- 
terapt at a réveille. Just then the pi-oprietor of the houae appeared 
upon the suene and invited ita to another room, where we were safe 
frcm Aady'a attempt to împrove the unimprovable, and shortly after 
we badc our hcs^ adieu, and were aoon floundering our wny back to 
camp again. 

En route we were joîned by Masoii and aome officera of the régi- 
ment with whom we gnt into conversation ahtput military erants in 
generaL At Ihat moment aome Spialia cantered by, their white 
burnonaea flowing gracefully over the quartera of their Arab ateeda. 
Thcy looked as if they had copied their ideoa of a uniform from 
a chaptar in the Bible, Their snow-white burtioiisfs wére throiVL 
wiih eaay grâce over their well fonned shouldera, Mnaon gave ub ;i 
long desicription of their habits when in their native wilda. Thtir 
nomodic Ufe, their hospitality, and their aocial customs. The fcw of 
theiii I met with were singularly reaerved, and ail possessed that 
Ëell tOQtrol which is charactorestic of tlieir race. Mason was lond 
in tùâ.' praiaeii, and lauded their dévotion to France with aoldierly 
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on tbe régiment oï which wc formed a part, and ehrugged Lis shnul- 
dora wilh ominouB meaniiig as be dccUred Ibat " Franco ws» sold." 
'* You know Fouche sent the Duke of Wellington Napoleon's plan 
of Waterloo," he added with a glancc, wliich I interpreted to mean 
■8 betng a period to his argument. 

" The French wiJl never forget that nlTwr," said M'Alevy, rolllng 
■>!' "■ cigarette, aod ligbting a match on the rnffled sidu of a tin box. 
" But, apart from that, evetything appcars ■ topBj-liirvy,' aa we aay 
il) Iroland, in the army. You hâve no logiatics of any exporleuoo, 
indued your entire staff appeats, like everylhing else, to bo linpro- 
vised for the oeeaaion. Your artillery îa badly scrved ; your oav- 
alry do not fcnow how to rido, and appcar only to hold on thwr 
honcs bocaoso it is ' rcgulation ' tn do so." 

" That i» not the worst." wùd Mason, poinling to some fnmiahed 
•oldiera «ho wcro eitting nenr U3 ; " to be foodiesa and ahnclasa, and 
crashsd dowu vilh nbominnbly heavy knapaacks ; onr commimariot 
brokan np ; tbe moraU of tbo troops dcstroyod by continuai dofent ; 
tbat'a wjiat beats ua up and givcs us tbe finisbing stroke. But whal'a 
thia r* be added, looking olong our line of roat«, to a closter of mon 
coming towarda na. "I déclare tboy an pnaoners, and UhUiui, 

immodiately aftor t*o saw Iwcnty or thirty dînnoiuiteil CThUna, 
Mcorted by Huine Fnuic-timnn, couiing towanh us. Tbe ITLIana 
walkod wilb tbe finiabed utride of «ell-trained mcn. They camod 
tlMmselvoB aa proudly as îf they exp^ted to be the i«diiicnt.i nt an 
ontion, or to buar tbfl atirring nordii uf " Wacht am Ilhciu" greet- 
iug tlidr ean. Thero wna a Aoufrar about thdr bcaring tfaat waa 
aluinst défiant In ita dan!). They were, too, men of ronch nnaoïUar 
developnunt, and kcpt the ntcp and tlieir dreaùng in ringoUr ooo- 
traat to ihcir eMorl Tbeir ontfit waa «rann and aerfioetlaià, And 
ther« wu nettber the tracxt of famine nor excaailn miser; la ttHÛj 
Hie; wcce, in evoiy respect, gootMooldiig ■oldleifcj 
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To tbe alarmed sensés of the French peasaotry ail Oerman cavalr; 
men were alite — Uhlans. Draguons und Husaara tliere were none, 
ail nere Uh-lans, whase audacity sud beoriDg too often, indeed, 
citused alarm and tecror. The UMan proper is an ordioary lancer, 
taking the title from their Polish origicab. They are, too, heavy 
cavalry, and may be fairly spoken of as big men on bîg horses. They 
carrj beside their lances a sword and pistol, and are diatinguishable by 
laiic«r-capa called " Chapkcy." The German Hussars and Drageon», 
however, do similar duty with the Uhlans, and are recogniaable by 
their fur caps and helraeta. In the fîeld the arraies are surrounded 
by a perfect web of mounted men, through which no spy can pene- 
trate without great personal danger. Their cavalry, too, peuetr^te 
an enemy's country in ail directions, miles in advanoe of the main 
body, often in twos and fours, and keep up a well cotmected linc oE 
communication with the troops beliind, Unlike the French the 
German cavalry is not loaded down with dead weigàt, which, as 
every rider knuws, is what kills the horses, A light BclirabrH<iue 
goes over the horse's back, and a pair of shoes, a comb, a brusb, an 
extra shirt, and a pair of stockings make up the equipment of the 
German cavalry men. Nor hâve they aoy dismounted men in the 
German cavalry. Every man is liable for outpost duty or the shock 
of a charge. 

" There b not a régiment in the French army those feUotrs hâte 
or drcad so much as they do us," 8aid Captain Mason, as he walked 
by my eide, at the same time costiiig a signiÂcant glance at the cap- 
tared Uhlaua. 

"Wby," I asked, "surely the Régiment Etranger is no bettor 
than any other régiment in the army ; or can it be cousidered as 

" Yea,' replied Mason, " it is, even by Frenchmeu themaelvca 
ttdmitted to be one of their crack régiments." 
"Not even excepting the Zuuavea or Tuioos 1" 
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"Not eveu eiccpting the Zouavea or Tutcob. Prince Prederir'k 1 
Charles, in hia 'Ait uf Fighting in the French Ârmy,' admits th^it 1 
Iha Foreigu Régiment is the moat formidable coqia in the Frciirh 
service. You &ee we hâve aU the dare-devils of Europe in our rsEks 
In some cases, iudeed, men whoae iniiensibility tothe differenc« bi- 
t^een mine and thine is sonienhat dcadened, are found aniongst tbe J 
rank and file, and there may be s little proclîvity tu cr.im baverancks I 
with booty when in au eiieiny's tarritury. But tlie highest testi- , 
uiuay of uur wortb U Uiut we are olwnys pliiceil in thé post of 1 
buiicmr, and you'U aee nlieu tbe fighting is to be donu, if we are not J 
pLicetl in front, as we wcre at Orloaiia, where we Inat 1,000 men iii I 
sii houre' work. It hoa ^ven the corps some telat, too, thaï nc^irly J 
ail the grcnt commandera of tbe day gmduatol in our nuilu; 
Bazaine, Oencrol Fletiry, Boiirbuki, and Mnclilahon includ^d." 

" Vos ; but yonr African expL-riencv ia not calcukrud to d«vclop I 
t?ie «apacity of gcnsnil* for commaud, os mucb aa it b to «iconra.i^s'l 
yoang troopa to stand firo," I urgeiL " In Africa yon more in ■raalt'j 
li»dim, ynur wurf.tro ia entirety guérilla in its oTccts. Vnu reqaïro f 
no stiat«gy, and but litOe litctics to overcoine tbe nntnùnod Arnbs." 

" Voiy tnio," TuplJod Muson ; ** it ia a hetter fiold for tbe rank ] 
vid file, thon for ufEoon in command, Campuigning in Africa La, 
ia OTsry CMcnti^U, dilTcrcnt to what it is hore. Tou seo ÎD Africa 
va nwcli in square*, for tbosa wiry Arabs are likely to atlack u 
Muy BUntunt. At nîght tho riJeUtt and seutrica are conlinually 
b.inHMd by the inaurgonts. It ia a fréquent ovcurrenco for an Anb 
to Btml tbrough tho short underwood like a vuritublu snako, and, , 
wktdiog hia ojiportiinity, spring on the atartlud senlry, and, befaro ' 
be oan iiuik« any alarm, tbe ke«n knUe of lui activa asuilant bu 
tit'SjiBtcheJ bim." 

" That abonld snr«ly irnluce cantîon, and dCrclop tbat a 
keennctM witboul which Mttu» «od Mntrics ar« alwtya liaUt to fall < 
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" So it dues; and if you saw, Capitaine, how quickly the Régiment 
Etranger aux tum out in the middle of the night to the cry of A iix 
nrmu, you would aee that ail their Âfriccui expérience îs not qiiite 
loBt on them. " But," he added, somewhat sorrowfully, " we hâve 
DO Régiment Etranger now. Those men of youra," siid he, looking 
around at the hnrdy countenancea of " La Compagnie Irlandaise," 
'■ are now ahnost the ouly foreignera in the regiment — Orléans diJ 
for the rest." 

" But is it true what I hear about your marches in Africa being 
Bo harrassing T' I asked, désirons of fisding out ail I could about a. 
country in wliich my reniment had aeen ao much service, 

" Perfeotly," replied Masoa. " It otten happena oa the march 
that men fall behlud as you aee them do hère every hour. But their 
doom is sealed. It is certain death to lag behicd in Africa, for tbe 
euemy is ever hovering arouud our flanka ready to murder every 
man who falla to the rear. You kuow an Arab never thinks a man 
deod until he cuts the head ufF; and Inore than once I hâve aeen 
the heada of some of the nicn of my own company, men who loitered 
or vere compelled to fall behiud owing to sickness, crampa, o; 
blistered feet *, I hâve more than once aeen their heada before our 
battalion on our line of march. The Algeriana had decapitated the 
soldiera, thea ridden past us, and depoaited the head on oux route, 
a grim warning to the foot-sore and the sickly," 

" Lagstere must be rare under such circmastances 1" 

" Not BO tare aB you would fanoy, mon Capitaine" replied Masoa 
" I remember oaca in the proiviaco of Oran my own orderly got sick 
on the Une of march. The nearest station w^ nîiiety kilomètres in 
oar front, and the poor soldior atniggled on until be became ex- 
haustcd. I allowed him to abandon hia pack, keeping hia riSe and 
ammunition alone ; the relcase enablcd the aickly mau to atmggli 
on ten or Ëfteen kilomètres more, and then his coat waa thrown 
away, and I myself carried hia rifle and ammunition, Behind us 
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the clouds of sand-dust dotted the horizou, and away apon our flaiiks J 
Arab horsemea were etealthUy watching our moremenU. To [oll M 1 
the reu* vas cerUûn death, and I caa never forget tbe tenibly 
reùgned counteDODce of the young mau as he foond himself ainkiiig 
«8 it were mto a liviug tomb. He grew weaker and weuker ; the 
•yes protruded, the longue anelled, the head grew gidd; ; his com- 
pUÛonB supportod lûm as long as they could, but hia hour had come, 
ois Muida had run ; he became a doad load, nod hod to bo left apoa 
the Sahara, tbo aon's rays piercing to his braio, and the gavage 
uatives waiting to pounce apon hia half-dead body. llie battaliou 
«SB halted for a moment, to allow of a parting word nith hU cuut- 
paniona, aad tben he vas left to hia fate, a bonified shriek of de- 
iipûr being the laat we heard of bim as he found himself utterly 
alone. Once, iitdeed, I lookcd bebind, and saw him leaning upou 
hÎH hand, as he appeared to be gazing aronnd tbo open désert, 
whilc his countenancc vore an expression ahin to madnesa. I waved 
a handicorchiaf ns a parting salutation, and tben I aaw the aban- 
donod Boldior raiso his kfpi frotn his hcrul, throw it in the air, and 
Ûuk exhausted upon tbe aand. In four hours aftcrwards his head 
VIS before os on the road, the face horribly contorted, while ths i 
lihiud olotted uound tliu thorax, in bard sun-dricd patches. 
ever," said Usson, wîth a siguiUcaut shrug of his shuuldeca, " it't 1 
) ail a Bohliurs luck — 

" Uaii B U gocna, 
CanUDB a U aoin»." 

And be watkcd avay to Join his company, and left U'Alevey lad I J 
again together. 

Day was lapaiug tnto nîght, it vas wuchtr du toltil. The iky « 
H variedin îtebue ai theranst Tariedof mother-of-pedrlahel]; , 
gncn, and silTer appeaicd to be blendod in tbe buautUul blot 
of cLiudji that d(.'phiu-UJ[e ïhmigcd tbvir hue at d«atL It «nufl 
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■Qch an evening as Scott picturea in Lis "Eokeby," when he makes 
Bunaet in the tropica a sight the angela might eDvy. There wns 
something immeasurably impressive in the solemn Btillneas of the 
hour. Beholding a gorgeoua sunrise or sunset, man must, indeed, 
fee) the greatnesa oî nature and the littleness of art. What are the 
boasted worka of Nineveh or of Egypt ; of Oreece or of Home ; of 
0;trthage, or of Athens, or of the wouderful romains of architectural 
grandeur — 



coropared with one glance at the coming or the parting day. E^en 
in Nature itaelf, thete ia nothing eo magnifîceatly giorious as the 
effect caused by that orb whioh obeyed His word when He aaid — 
"Let ttere be light." Tha AJpa are "grand;" Niagara ia "aub- 
lime;" the Rhine and Killarney are " beautiful ;" but aiinrise or 
sunset ia aloue " magnihcent," It ia but holding "a glimmerîng ' 
taper to the aun" to make even the aemblauce of a comparisciu. 
Look up, and draw upon your fancy tbose Heecy caatles in the air, 
changiug in character and formation before the attacha of those 
beleaguered clouda which dash in firm résolve against the buttreasia 
of the structure, Caanot your fancy aee the combat between the 
htffitile masaca deepen, and the clouds around tïnged vitb the blood of 
the dying day ! It ia daylight battling with darkneaa. The rainbow'a 
buea forra but a fractional portion of the many-coloured dyea which 
for a fleeting moment stamp their impreas upon the ahaded apleu- 
dour of the clouda, and yet ail thèse colourB harmouiae ao beautifuUy 
that Art beeomea but a poor copyist of glorioua Nature. But nigbt 
triumphed 1 The moon heralded the victory of Erebus, and the aun 
sank below the horizon, bathed in a sea of glory, and the kat ray of 
daylight, with aickly glore, foUowed in its wake, faithfut to the end. 
Then the moon, that " aole arbitress of night," ahone forth in ail it» 
botiowed splendeur. Tho tall ahaJuwB of llis poplar iruia tii;iL liucd 
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ihe route wore Ihtown acroas the way, liko spectral Bliadovra teKn\ 
the Valley of death. Aluog tbe topa of tlie deop aet-bniah in oiifi 
immédiate front the muunbeains played in faacicj gambols, vlilla 
the cotîre plain around was bathed in a flood of gcnînl brieblnesa, 
Tio namberlesa Utile lenlet iTaiirù corcred Mil and d.il^ wh'le tHl 
rii.v-uional chnlIoDgo of a seatînel sounded ctear iukI iiliar]) upoa ths 
now Ktill atmosphère. The Btar-spaDgled heavena addtid lustre toi 
'J;e brilliaut CAnopy above, and a patli of light traverses the miîacé' 
of a small lako vlt^e by. and seems to ponetrate into ils dark, un- 
fathomed caves. Tlie âniitunei:t overbeod îb familor to the gaus^ 
and iropreAses a feeling of boundless immenstty onthe raind. Noorly 
nll tbose famillar stars above are viùble ÏQ Holy Irelatid- and lookîng 
up, I bethought me of thnt passage în the Old Testament, which 
asiu : " Caust tbou bind the swe«t inflaencc of Rpiadcs, or tooso 
the bands of Orion T' Pitiable, indeed, is that poor pensîoner on 
tbe boontiea of an hoar, wbosc heart ia callous to the calls of Folth, 
or who i^atmot tliink with Vuuiig, tbat " By uight an atheist balf , 
K'IievcBa Ood." To asoldiortoo, thU feeling is kecnly perceptibla. 
VVhen active life stands stiti, and tbe weartcd troups sink npon thctr 
aîimy boH, and malte a pausu in Iheir carcer — a panse wbich may b» 
prophétie of their end ; when Night from her cboa throne, in r*y- 
luss majesty stretches forlh her leaden sceptre o'er tho slumberitijc 
nnrid. thcTe is a dcpth of thongbt, an occan of Faith befora the 
Mintinel as he gnKos in respectful awo at the oiajesty of Natur& 
Look at the ordcr of tbat vaali«d dôme, bung witli crape for IIhi 
depMied day ; look from ont of the narrov heart of man's 
ricnee; take one brood, great viev of Nature as it in ; \oe)k away fi 
tbe pretenaious littlenuu o( humanity, inio the myjitcnoiui oo 
ijuieo, and lay if you can " There iit nu Ood ;" or witl yuu not 
tbink that tho tcolf of on alLoist is Lut a aorry czeliango 
Deity offcndod. liut lut u» deifcnd to nxithcr eartb ogoiu, ood 
hnir fHTCi the m«n vt Im Comi/agnit Irtanitam. 
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Tlie fires were growing dull, and aiready somo weary aoldiera souj^ht 
the shelter of their misérable coverings where they were expected lo 
rest and be thankful. The clayey aoil had been, for miles round, 
torn-np by paasing troops aa they converged in ail direotiona npon 
tha principal route, beside which we had encamped. Tho amiy 
had depaxted agaiu, und there was but a lew thousiind troops be- 
hind — perhapa ten tbousiind in ail — awaiting orders for the morrow. 

Aa I paased alouj t!ie Une where the Iriah company was encamped, 
the moon's raya v/eoi siiiRcmutly brilliant to enabte me to sec tlie 
îrtdustrious patching torn garmenta or artistically sewing tlie 
solua of theIr shoea to the decaylng upp era with pièces of whip- 
cord, somo atretched upon the muddy earth with nothiug but their 
misérable blaoketa around them, often huddled together like pigs 
in a sty, for wanuth sake, aud more than once I could not heip 
roundly cenauring tHe penny-wiae-pound-foolish-policy of a Goverii- 
ment that could sacrifice the health of good men to a System only 
woTthy of a nation of paupers. 

" Captain," Baiil Sergeant Terence Eyrne, coming np to where 
M'Alevey and I were standing, "one of the men wlahea to speak to 
you." 

The poor fellow wfao deaired to see me waa barefooted, and hit 
feet were blueish-red, «liile he limped over to us, the very picturo 
of la miiere. He apoke in worda of manly bearing, kesitating to 
blâme, willing to endure ail that mortal could, but yet declaring 
hia inability to march unlesa he could be provided with shoes, 
Just then, mon Colonel waa passing, hia little grey Arab sticking 
Fetlock deep in the clayey soil, and I bfougbt the barefooted Irish- 
man ovcr and poînted out hia lamentable condition. He waa a 
kind old aoul too. He vlaibly ahivered when he aaw the pitiabla 
atate of the young man, and, while profeaaing hia regret, aaked what 
could he dot Tbere waa no shoes in atore, there were none at 
Mehun — not a pair! Ihousanda of meu aia not much better, but 
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!f he could hold out for tlie aext march, perhaps ut St. Flourent n 
dUglili find eomething chat would at least keep lus feet from t 
ground. It wa» poor encooragement to Ihe perished young r 
for whom, however, we auccoeded ta buying a pair of shoca at i 
price wbicli would certiûuly auggûst tke practical UluaUatioii of tbanU 
being "tiothing like leatlier." 

Night had now icàrïj set in, and the fewofilcets in camp retumtd 
to Mohua — M'Alevey and I to our old quarters, which ouf Iiost of .^ 
tbe previous evening liad Cdaurrcd for our spécial occommodatb 
Cotter liad tu fiud shelCer in wbat liîa senior lieuten:uit coUed i 
"joint proprietora' establishment'' — Le., a butcher's ahup. Bat | 
waa tbe eumv old atory with M'Alovey, craclÛDg joltc«, telling r 
atones of liis Afncau aud Mozîcan eiperience, and makiDg Uugbttfi 
fatigue rather tliau récréation. One goud one he bad heard of Uae* * 
Mabon wbon a coIudoI in Afrîca. Tbc now celebrated Matsbal waa, 
for an AfHcau ofllcer, a rigid discipliiiariao. One time ou pamdc 
ho kad occasion to repriinaiid a captain, wliooe temjier gut tbe bett«^ i 
of hia juilguieut, and be nuappod bie revolver at MocMabon's htM 
The pistol fortimatcly miaaed fire, tbe eaptaiu waa itnmodiatcly m 
natod, and tbe colonel tuniing to tbe Commandant, «aid, "Uive t] 
maa âfteen daya talU dt police iat having bis arma out of ordar.^ 
M'Alevey vowvd it wiks tme, and his vows wcrc to me as "Bib 
wnt, eouud aa tbe Gospel," exc«pt, iiidccd, when he vowed bjr ^ 
woman's eyca, aud tbea be waa a darbur dîaseuibler thaa Tarin 
I alwaya tboaght lu» ooneîdered love aud war aa twin aîatera, aud ki 
bloiided tbu two déments in very fuir prupurliomi. Aud ao uij^bt a] 
muming i>awcd, nod I fcar M'Alevey liugered a little a 
tuUeu, aud pcihaps the dork-bairod girl regrvttod tbe impera 
paitiug ftj inuch u be. "Nevcr mim]," he laid, os ne tumed o 
bieka uputi tbe bouse that kad givon us tke alicltcr o( iU t 
liée foT two ui^ta; "uoigt miud, you kaoïr tbo old i 
caplaiu — 
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' Everi" town wa ranroh throngb, 
The gitlB are looking aïoh tliroTigh,* 

but T won5er where we shall aleep to-night." 

"On grand guanl, njy boy," I anawered, "doa't you know we are 
for duty." 

"DeligLted to hear ît; Meliun, with aU your mud, I love you 
etill" 

But tie rapptî sounded as usual at noon, and tlie 5th battalîon 
of the Foi-eign Régiment waa for grand guard. In ail, the battalion 
that abould hâve mustered 1,000 men could ouly show about 300 
rifiea. The druma beat and the rolls swell ont iipon the kcen air 
and, for the moment at least, makes eToa the wearied aoldiera atand 
eroct, and forget their miaerica. And tben a word of command, 
another, and yet anotber, and we floundered over the alimy ground, 
out upon tho road, and tlieu away for tho poat. " Step together 
boidly tread, firm each foot, erect eacb bead," until two kiloraetrea 
are paased over, and then the varions petites postes were pointed ont. 
the command handed over, tbe old guard relieved, .eavuig us to 
oceupy the ground. The enemy'a cavaby had been seen not far o£f 
during the day, and the prospect of a bmah had knocked a little 
esprit into the men. But the drizzling rain had aoaked into their 
gannenta dainped their ardour, and left tbem cowerîng at 
their posta în a miaerable phght. The pitching of tenta waa for- 
bidden, the lighting of firea would not be allowed, even if it were 
poaaible, and rolled up in their misérable blanketa, four fcet by two, 
the Boldiers ahrank behind some low ditchea, or by in batcbea upon 
the open field, wbile the rain fell upon their half numb forma. For 
my own part I was comfortable. A little but cloae by afforded ex- 
cellent aholter, and the propa that supported the vinea, eoon made 
the place aa anug aa an nat-ahell. The aergenl-fourrkr, M'Crosain, 
shared my ahelter, wbile an orderly attended to a fry for a late meal. 
But the rain atill poured upon the men,'and Dinst bave tbawed the 
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spirit of Uie beat of tbem. It is not fighting but tlie éléments t 
aoldien fear. The ring of a rifle bas no ten-or in a eoldïet'B e 
but it b tbe drancbiiiç; rftin, the benombing Frost, and la niùere tkat 
breaks a soldier's apîrît, and mnkea bini indiffèrent of life, almoat 
«lïiijua for death. Edmund Burke said, indeed, that " every day 
we live wîll convince thiiiking men tbat tbere are evila to wbicb tbe 
caUraitica of war ara bleasings." Well, perbaps th^re are; but 
they are not phyaical evila. To give eucli new miacrica to the 
world vonld be like cutting the volumea of the Sybil If EdmuDd 
Burke /c/t a canipaign he mighl altur his tbeory, for proctlce la tbe 
best of teachen. Tbere was not, indeed, more diacomStore tban ■ 
tncn conld expect amritigst ihc soldiura of " La Compagnie Irlandat'/'m 
ui to tbe présent, but tbe ebadow of the future waa e* 
r^ble tban the aufTisringa of the prosont, nnd, os timo found it,J 
became severe. We were but young iu our expérience tbat nîjht 
apoD grand goard. But ciiatom is indeed socond nature : 
"happy family" «how par exampU, Even under dreucbing raia, 
tbe aoldiera of tbe Iri»h company soagbt forgetfulDosa in repose. 
SIeep ovorcomea ail Daeo. Alcxander tbe Orciit alupt on ibe fidd 
of Arbola, and Napoléon, If ray mimioty is not nxjueliUh, upon tbat 
of Auaterlitx, and every achoolbuy knowa tbat Horiitr, îu bis " IliaJ," 
ologantly représenta aleep sa oTercoming atl men, and eren the gxla, 
cicopt Jupiter alooo. Wbat, tben, tbe goda conld iiot resiat, aurdy J 
tbe Iriib noldiom Iiad to auccunib to, aod nudor tbe duwnpour tbvl 
mon slept, if sot comfortably nor soundly, at loast so miicb tbat tbey J 
vers OBOoDacioua ta tho ontcr world. Dut the sentriea bere were aUl 
aliva to tbe importance of being on tbe ^hi vm. It vas ofteu lu- 1 
deed a matter of muoh tniolile to tcocb aoine o[ the s^hlie» of *' La ) 
CoMjMjiK Irlanilaùt" tUu ueceaaary cballeugc and countur-cballoi 
iu Freuch, Soine of the men buueatly coufeaacd tbat it " butbertidl 
tbem anltrely." Amongal tbu Uttcr thi.-re wm one giant Corkfl 
" hoj," whuie lotandlty bod becu udly dimiuûibed «Inee lu b 
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a eoldiar. Ee was fond of tihowing lus companions his grndual Ae- 
ca.y aa he would clutcli hia great coat iu folds, aud appealingly Bay, 
while lie gave an omînous alutke of his head, tha.t he was " goiog. 
going, going." He had the form aad build of a hiige man, but Ue 
waa as simple as a cliild, could cry for a loat conipanion, or lose bis 
life for a triend. But Tiiaothy Larkin had, Ilke eferybody elae, to 
do his aeutry go, although he could not master hia ralliment. I 
WU3 told a good atory of this man-child. Tim was a faclionnairs 
oa one of tlie outpoats, to which an nnfortunate French peoaant too 
nearly approached. Tira maUe a vigoroua attempt at the " qui 
vive," which in coaler moments he could, no douht, hâve rEmem- 
bered, but the cxcitement of the matant drove every thiug out ol Tini'a 
hettd but his native brogue, 

"Qui, qui, gui — who'a thereT chaUenged Tïm, bringing hia 
Chaaaepot promptty to the charge. To this there was no reply tho 
poor Frenchman standing as atill aa St. Paul whan he waa afflicted 
with the losa of speech. 

" Qui, qui — what'a there," again demanded the petaiatent Tim. 
To the Frenchman the mixed jargon waa ooatounding, and, aa he 
aftcrwarda explained, he thought somehow that he had Btrnycd into 
the German Unes. 

" Qui, who's there — what'a there î" roared the now aroiiBed sentry, 
at tho flame time fiïing a cartouche in hia gun. The peaaant heard 
the " click," aa the garde mobile of the chasisepot was drawn baok 
to open the breech, and, in the descriptive words of Timothy hii»- 
self, " the Frencher boltcd ;" but he waan't quick enongh for Tim, 
wbo waa by hia aide in a second, and almoat transfixed him 
with his bayonet, when the terriSed peasant threw hlmaelf itito a 
half melted snowdrift, and lay ou his back, kicking np his heets, 
like a fly pierced with a needie. The sentry was in no good humour, 
for he believed that he had aurely caught a German apy, and, while 
he shoated for the " corporal of the guard," he kept tickling the 
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yroncbman vritfa the point of bis bayouet, and awearing tbat i 
attemplad to atir " one inch" he would " flkiver" him. Tlie i>caMBfl 
roared, the sontliiel shouted, the whole post was undt^t atms, when 
Tim wft8 found by tlie corporal of a French post close by, who ar- 
raated the peasant, and clapped Timotby on the back. telling li 
Uut he waa " very good lolJal ; very good Irlandaù." 

But at midnîglit the mn clouds paasod awaj, and tha wind 4 
lied dark musses of douds acroea the paie surface of the n 
ntgnlar intervals tho lieutenants and sous-licuteniuits reported to me 
the incidents of the rounds, and, just as I was abont to stretch apon 
th« dunip henrth of the hut, n messenger arrived in hiwte froni t 
camp, with orders to retura at once. In with petitf. poules, thow | 
aurely Bomething in the wind now 1 Back to Mohun, where t 
troops were ail awake and under arms, whilo along the rond leading 
in the direction of Bourges a stroam of soldiers waa piusing. Otir 
own régiment wna filing into tho road as we arrived. 

" Did you see tbat, captain," saîd Dr. Macken, looking awaj I 
the north-OMt ; " it wa« like tho flash of a gun, Tbere it is a 
he added, as eomething very like a. flaah appearod through the g 

" Il îa onJy the aurora," I repliod. 

" Going Uito action,'" aiûd one of the captaina — Cereeole — ulj 
cnmpany filcd pasL " We ahall see wbat your Irish boys wiUjI 

" Ali righl," I repUed ; " well be with the crowd someirhor 
In ihe menntiine, we had some «ick, and It wa» omuigod t 
they «honld itop behind and (^ to hosjtitiU at Mclmn. One poor 
follow namod Kuitnco wna veiy bad with Nniall-pox, und had ta runi^ 
it npon tho e«vth, the fovor eating into lii* veina with doadly cSt 
fn kll, thoro «orv fivc nr nix knocked np by the trials t 
already gone throuçh ; but "gcâag into utiou" Mted i 
hMuly apon Iheir fovcred minda. 
" Pat," vdd Eiutac« to bis comp&nion, " I'id botther, tbuks fa 
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God ; I eau march Ënely thia momiug j ia thia mff nJleT' said lie, 
lookîng at the beautiful weapmi with somethtng of fire in his eyv», 
n,tid mth a tone akm to afiâcbion for the gun, " Maybe m hear it 
ring at cale work at last." 

"Euatace, my man," aaid I, "you must atop behind. Arrange- 
menta aro made for you to go to hoapîtal at Mehun," 

" Sure l'm well, captain, thaiiks be to God ; I never felt bctther 
in ail my Life,'' saïd the poor fellow, endeaïouring to put his rifle 
upon hia slioulder, whicb, whUe he hcld in bb hand, acted as a sup- 
port for bis tottering body, aad now tliat the support waa withdrawn, 
be would bave failen to tbe ground were it not tliut his eompaniim 
cau^bt him in bis arma. 

" Ea route, en roule." Now gird «p your loina,.my men, for 
EUrely tbat was like anotber Sasb in our front. Tbe pace vas nt 
llie double, but tbere waa no laggiug tbat moruïng. Tbe weskly 
frtll bebini', for tbe march ia killing, but away go theïr packs into 
the alimy ditch, and tbey atill bang affectionately upon the rear. 
Everytbiug that would likely impede the march was cast aside — n 
dangeroufl exporimeut, for soldiers are liable to be court-martiallcJ 
for losing theic paeka, Eut it waa " going into action," and once, 
as I looked behind, I saw tbo moon cast its brilliant rays upon the 
fcvered countenanoe of Eustace, who cradcd the ambulance, and, 
with rifle and auununition, bad followed us, as he, and we ail, be- 
lieved that we were going to the front. 

As usual the pace waa rapid. Rùu drops aa large as hailstuiirH 
fell with clatteriag haste upon tbe marmites and bradons of the k<i1- 
diera, as we hurried on over the alimy route. Tbe air was calni, 
and still away on the horizon, an occasional flaab of light penetrated 
tbe gloom, like a rocket tbrougli a atorm chtud. Many weakly old 
aoliliers abaiidoned thoïr packs, believîng tbat tbey were going into 
action, aud thinking that if tbey survived tho dny, tbey oould eoaily 
gbt-iin auo'.her, aud if thcy vexa placod hot* île mmliat, that thc^ 
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'ouU for llieir nirlQ 



wcnlil not requjre the ooutents ot their packa *» roufc f' 
abode. But on still; or throiigh tho dark dnmp atmoapbcr 
pecting every moment to hear the roar of arttllery, or the rattje of 
Btnali anns in otir front. On over roada, ankle deep in mud, and os 
we reached a vtllnge on onr wny, the eariîest strenks of dawn broke 
throngh the gloom. and pushed damp dark nigUt frotn ils throno. 
But it was s falae alarl aftor al). Il waa oiily tha Aiirorn lijflitinjr 
up the Dortbern sky witU its brilliant but doceplivn refle.tion. Tlieu 
the pace appearod to becoine easier, and as dn7UL;ht advanced, we 
trudged away for our deatination, wbUh we fuutid to be La Sulidery 
or St. Florent, and as the snu climboil upwarda, the heat beuams 
■nother source of unpleasantneas for the now wearjûig trnopa. At 
the village naJiad paaaed, we heord of the capitulation of Phalaboarg, 
after a ûnge uf four luoulha, on Deceruber ll^th, and tbe ooly for- 
treu in Lorraiiio left to the Frenoh waa Bitsche. Montmeiy but- 
rendered on the 14th, but the gallant reisistance of Ch-inzy from tho 
1 Jth to the 16tb, proved that there wm mettle in the French troopa 
stiU. Bourbaki had departed on bis ea.>:tern doah, loaviug our corpa 
— the 16th — to watch Prince Frederick Chailcs, wbo was tben 
manœnvriag in front of Bourges, the defence of wbîcb we were io- 
truated with, The spirits of the troops were indued almoat brokeii 
«t thb time, Tbe food was bad and insufflcieut, the cluthtng of 
the nioQ fell in tatlun, aud thulr ahoea were in mauy cases wom 
from off their feet. 

Aboat this time Gambetta issued two of hia famous decreea. Hé 
«ould bave a man court-martiallod il be f«U to the rear, althoa^ 
tbe t«tt«riDg iimbs might refuse to any longer support the baUdMd' 
form. If the feet ware bU«tered, or ulc«red, or frost-bitten, t 
•oldior, doublod Dp with the waight of hia misoriea, fell i 
waa to ba coart-martialled, and, pechaps, ahot. 

"Botter mippl/ ne with a pair nf ahoeB than a pair of handd 
• mo lay to lus compaoiou, Timothy 1 
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03 we again tradged over tlie brokeu road ; "Better look after uur 
wanta than mate new hardstips for ub, tur God kiiona we liave 
enougb of them alrcady." 

"Yi3, indeed;iIMr. Gambettagaveusaliues, irad fuod, and clntlies, 
and lollypops, and good etraw bede— oh, yes^sure every mau 
would be a suldier tiiin. But the omadhawns, thcy havn't sinae 
eiiough to thrate their laeu. like soldiers/' replied Marks, tlie apirit 
of crankyîsm making iteelf évident on bis countenance. 

"It is the fvfirnis'tTirs that should bearreated and not tlie lagater," 
said the other, with a degree of far-seein g justice that cauaed mu to 
make a note of the worda on the fiy laaf of my meniory. 

But on still! tbrough a country watered with the tributaries of 
the Loire; hurry on through quiet villages wbere the payiani, în 
canoe-Iiie tabots, etared in gaping wonder at the passing troopB; 
where village girla arch their eyebrowa and either pity or joke with 
the Boldiers as they hurry by, where little children look vaguely and 
wildly into our faces, and little boys wear gay cockades, beat minia- 
ture dritma, carry the tricolor in groupa, and make mimic warfare 
upon tlteir companions. The sun climbs over the ridge of billa that 
Ekirt the eastern horizon, and bathea us iu a 9ood of light. An 
occaBÎonal hait, mon faUîng to the rear, beads ache and limba we^ry 
ii;^ain, but on etill until the sun BÏnka away orer the nndulatJng 
country to the far west, aud night is once more monarch of the scène. 
But as the luugost lane bas a tum, our deatioation waa made at liist. 
In the distance, nirabua-lite clouds hovered above a clamp of treia 
în our front, and we ri^tly conjectured that our corpa waa encamped 
beneath the shade of the gratef ol boughs, wbich our imagination piO' 
tured as ban^ng in pictnreaquc fondneas overaome bubbling strenm, 
and where wond and water waa abnndant. At tast the confine:) of 
Il towa are reaclied, and aftcr a little delay, we rattle into St. Flo- 
rent with ita 5,000 inbabitants. Outsîde the town the troops rœted 
iit edielmi on the slupca of the gently riaing ground in Lba 
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neighbourhood. The lov tenta buddled togclh^r, loukcd at a dla>J 
taoce like âucke of sheep gr&ÙDg. Not b dninkcn idaii was to bft 1 
Been in or about the place. Tlie wina ahoiia were uot iinite empty , 
but tbey were in no case crowdeA A few biisy men eiitered thcîr 1 
doora froni time to time, flUed tbeir caiiteeos with wioe, aud haatened 1 
away. While ve lialted beside the route, a gênerai foUowod by nx I 
or Bev«R of his staf^ entered a eafi beside the road, eat what WM.fl 
placed before hïm in n few minutes, drank his demi taise of coffee, 1 
and qtitckly raïUshed witb his compnnions. OfHcera in red and blue 1 
kopia, some of whom know the secrets uf the guda ara more mysteiv I 
oua than augura. The cammiainrint continues itd [inrchaws, nnd f 
fourriers are making hard bargnins with illiboral sbopkoogiera. I 
Lïtlle heids of ozen, waggons loadcd with tlour, dedle iiito Um m 
■treeta, and, ihe bargùn struck, are sent on thcir way towards OM 
camp or the othar. But luiterers are not tu be seeu. The troopi 
are &U in camp, and hère comas our compaiiioiis of the 30th t 
meut of infantry, wbite «ith dust, and looking weury aud fuot«ireu I 
Bahind ït, but by acotber road, arrives a troop of Lusaars, hauglity I 
nnd déliant, npon their Uungarian chargers. Warlike figures tbey 1 
itre, noble in expression, [rom the captiùn dnwn to thu youiigest 
soldier. Thoy came from afar: tbeir c-ij» of fur, their jacketa, 
•adillee, and camp atenails piled up nround tbem and hanging to 
thcir ho ses' saddlca, ccmiain the dust of noarly furty miles of t»TcL ■ 
Our corps, too, must be agaîu en roiUt, snd wa barry out uf tovot I 
paas the boulevards, picketed bornes, troops in Une, baggage and 1 
siniBOnition wnggon», sofgeants calling com[iany rollx, on to our I 
diviaion, our brigade, our raglmcnt, and we arrive just iu time Ml 
bear the oommand " m rmit" a» we ruttlod away for thu ^tnall ^Q- f 
tige of La Subdcry. 

" M'Alovey," I aaid ta my lieutenant, u we man-bod Ingether I 
a iiltlo ta ibe Icfl vf tha leading Hic* nf thu comjiany, "yim a 
«■nivwbot aoid lai«ly. Yuur tone ot convenation luu nuUaulj'l 
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clianged from tbe gay to the melancholy. Are you reatly afflicted 
witli that passion wiûch ia ' doomed lo mouni,' or has that letter j-oii 
received yeetcrdaj opeued anew some old wuund in the crevices 
of your affeotionB 1" 

" Perhaps," replied the lieutenant, placicg hia hand, with thoa- 
trical graoe, upon that portion of hie great coat that covered the 
région of his heart, " I may Lave determined to dévote myselt to oiie 
Eve instead of to many." 

"ThericheBtjokeof tlia day/'said one of the officers, Kiiesa, join- 
iiigua; "M'Aleveytouchcdby the tcnder passion — aeizod with'auiii- 
saue désire to pay for a woman's board,' as I heard himself once aay," 

" You are a brute, Kneas," replied M'Alevey. " You Pôles are 
as pLlegraatic as an Esquimaux." 

" You are a little astray, M'Alevey,'' saïd Kueas. We Pjlea 
wlien wo love, we lova but once in our lives. With us love is 
indeed ' as strong aa death, jealousy a.% cruel as the grave,' as I thiuk 
Soloinon sang. You Iriah too often admire the face, or the symmetry 
of form, and thinfc you love the posseaur of euch charma, We 
Foies love the mind, but only admire the face or figure," 

" Oh, you are on your metaphysica agaia," said M'Alevey, with 
a sUght shake of hia head, bot evidently troubled about tlte Pole'a 



" Woll, fm giving you the logic of my school of thinlsers. The 
man who loves a woman for her mind, who finda in her ideas a 
reciprocity ot aentimant, who reads in her thoughta a character iu 
unison with his own, that man lovea indeed.'' 

" And bas beauty, the giit that ' ia a joy for ever,' nn power to 
bold a man'a love as pure and as constant as what you coll ' the love 
mind f " asked M'Alevey, 

" None whnteïer," aaid Kuess, with a determined shake of hia 
Baadflome and well-fonned head. " Reauty aiay catch, but the mind 
aloue eau hold the passion of, the heart. I would not give the value 
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of t, roontl of cutridgcs for ihe love of tt man wliose affections had 1 
been moved by tho passing tMAuty of the fiùrest belle in ail joue ] 
Unie iaUnd." 

" Oh, you are a second brate, and reraind rao of my Byrou— 



Their lors can icnroe do«rve the oame.'" 

" Yonr Byron waa a fabe teacher; he couM be no philosoplior 
I tliink, too," replied Kuess, " tbat I read soiaewlii.T6 in a Genu-iii | 
traïudatiua uf yoar Shakespeare tbat — 

' Lots looln nnt «ith i^jti, but irith the tnind, 
And tliereforu ii «ing'd Cnjiiil pojntei bUnd.' " 

" M'Alevey, l'm ufraid tfa.it Ust lutter accounts fuc this Bud>ii;n I 
cliange in the tcmper of yuur rens»ning," I said, looking at niy lieu- I 
tenant, who ïigbed, raised \>u> Irpi, atid nuiiled witli a Botnewlint I 
pleuant muluuchuly exprcaaioa, nhicb I rcadily intcrpieled lula-J 
"yc." 

But as day wiiro on, and fatigue and hungcr wnrc ont tho endor^ I 
aace of the trooiis, many uf the meu were c(iin|>(sllcd tu fall behind, 1 
and too oftcn intu Iho custody of tlie geni darmti whi> fuUowed ua | 
ti\ roule. Somo of tha nien wer« by thia ^ine entiroly bturofooled, ' 
and limptd along ttie sidea o( the road with a painful effort. 
Amongst tho reat, pour Timothy Uarka w.u tihuvleM, and the blood 
tricklvdfrommorothaQ odo viuïuiu- looking iiure, aa he ahtifflod with 
unsleady gait iiy,\a oar flank. He wuuld uot give iip, no, not ru 
long aa tbora waa a strid« Ui hia weary UoiIm, and be carried hia rifle, 
aniaunition, pack and act-outreroeiits aa g&tly aa \ man could iuid«r 
*uch paiufui un-umstani;ea. Hia apirit wu not bruketi, but it n 
cnulwl, and he «till fuuiid time tu give a well dowrved enarl at th« | 
impecuniuiity u( the auUidritii'B, wbo were ao wuQ purfârmitig t 
wi'fk ut dtmuraliaaLion, evcu nuira tâictiially tbiui tho victvriua uf I 
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I, Manteuffe!, ot Von der Taiin. Bat we were pro- 
Si&ai ft rest at La Subilery, whexe oui broken raiiks might bave 
time to close up, our men provided with ahoea and clothing, and 
where for a few nîghts we could stretch our limba upou gorgeous 
beds of straw. The tbonglit wns refreebing, and kuocked some 
Bpirlt înto the drooping frame of Marks and his equaOy foat-sore 
cuinpanione. Look up ! the sun is sinking, aiid there in the distance 
be^oad tbeclumpof timbersthatsurrouiidâ thcCliateauupanthatatill 
distant hill^look keenlj, and 70a may .see the steopLe of the little 
village church of La Subdery. It is only a few kilomètres awuy ; 
a few kilomètres over the sharp edges of the little stottes that aro 
too abiindantly strewu upon the road ; a few kilomètres with bleed- 
iug fâct, hunger gaawiag at the vitala, and about TOlbs of, in many 
casea, uselesa lumber upon your back ; ouly a few kilomètres, Marks, 
and yoo'll be at rest for one night at least. 

Yea, La Siibdery is before us, acd we paaa on into ita qolet little 
s<]uaTe, where we hait, and arc soon told off ta our qnarters for tho 
night, The little viUage waa crammed with troops, who were almost 
bursting through the frail walls of the cottages of the payaaii» and 
bourgeoise of the place, We were always the last to be provided for 
by virtue of our company's number in the battalion. There were at 
ail times aeven compauiea to cater to, bcfore we entered into the 
considération of onr Commandant. We were the last to get 
hilUU de ki^evimt and Uie laat to get viiTet. Âfter a uarch, too, 
the work of providing foud waa often a fatiguiug and troublMome 
duty for the scrgeant-fourrier. I hâve known Ilcury M'Crosain ta 
bo for hours trying to obtain food for the aoldiers of " La Compagnie 
MandaUe,'' evan after a march of thirty or forty kilomètres the 
Bftrae day, Liko the rest of the troopa, evea tlie sergeants were otten 
luiserably provided with shoos, and M'Crossln waa no exception ta 
his rnnk. He had often to labour, when other men were taking re- 
freRfaingD:ipsuponiiianureheaj^orlugsof wood, anywiierebut noton 
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t!ii) cold, wet, aud clnyoy soiL This evoning, howevor, it failcd cvtii 
the energetic apirit and active mind of Sergeant M'Cro>t»iD to obtain 
fnixl for the fauùâhed soldieis. The p>JOr fellow becume disconaii- 
Ulo, u he WM pusbed nbout by the Domeroua aergeanta wbo wore 
nn a aimilar mûsion for tbeîr own men. He fought hard euough, 
but ho had neither the pliyaical energy, nor the wild o£&outury to 
«ncceed st «11 limes uiion soch a niisaion. M'Ctossin would hâve 
niiide S b«tt«T oommûaioned offioer Uian Lu did a wrgeant, if. indeod, 
II» had 4 little more compraheiisive mititary knowledge vithin h» 

" I uan't BQCceed, Captain," be satd, na be returned empty-handed ; 
" ibere ia a terrifie niab for fund, und evorytliing is so wrulchodly of- 
gauîsed, tbat I feur I niust wnit un bour or twu." 

9 Bring Sergeaat Carey witb you,' I saiJ, " and perbaps he mny 
■ some imprua''8ioii upan tbe crowd," and aoon Carey wa» 
Ing towards tbe atonu with dotenuined atrides, and a comiM- 

• wliîcb biira tbu inipresa uf "do or die'* apou iti cvery UneameDt. 
rbcd him an be wab nbout to enter tbu duor, already blooiccd 

k eqnally ea^r, but icas jiuralatent iiiun, an Coroy, fullovred 

X fatigne pfiity, puabed bis way tbrougb tha tbrung. 
wLa Coinpagnvi Jrlnnilaùe, La Cimp/ignù: Irlandaitt, mahe way, 

* way," and Hmin tha aurpriaml ibrong cauj;bt tbu Hpirit of tbe 
wwda, «nd gcnorowely rcpliwl, " make way, miike wny, fur La Co*i- 
jMi'/nie ItdnndaiAf," and Caroy quEi^kly returucd witb rations la tbe 

"j and funiohed «oldïura of bla couipnny. 
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CHAPTER VL 

" n* jttte il*, soars, thM neret fait a wonnii.'' 

" La Compacité Iklasdaisk," was billeted at the Château of La 
Siibilery. The haudsume building stood ia the centre of a ctiimp of 
trees, Burrounded by open ineaduw and pasturo landâ. It waa the 
résidence of ono of the nohkane of Frunoe, and its turreted angtaa 
toiiped the neighbouring timber, and stood out aharp, clear, and 
bold, agaiaat the moonllt atmosphère beyoud. Tliere was indeed, no 
prÎQcely demeane, nor deer-park, nor artificial pouda to show the 
lordly rank of the prnprietor — auch things are almost iinknown in 
Dimooratic France — but ihere was the usual courtlj tone about the 
Eurriiundïngs, that in îtiielf stamped the Château aa the property and 
résidence of a man of rank. But the family had gone : " The son 
aiid heir to the wnr, meagienr», as a simple soldier, and we hear that 
he htis been promoted tu be sergeant for diatinguiahed conduct at the 
battlo of Orléans,'' saîd the aged caterer tvho guarded the place and 
property of the proprietor. Hère wna une sample at least, of the 
euuobling spitit of patriotic love. Hère waa the only son of a long 
line of noitesse, the heir to what in France ia a princely fortune — 
£10,000 per annum — tlie litlle king of a little principality, renonno- 
îii^ ail, and in the raoka of tUe Mobile Ouards, standing Bhoulder 
to aUoulder, a priviite, with the partant and bourgeobe of his native 
locality. France, ao " fruitful in brave wits," gave ihc best and 
bcavubt of her aons to her couiitry. Fraace, " the lund of Bcbolara, 
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«iiil tlie Diirae of arma," wîth ail her wUJ, pMsloDatc faulte, alood as 
oite mon under tbe trie Ijt, evea -when amidst Ùtt darkest paiiwgu» 
of tliut eventful war ibure waa no rift in tlie cloud of her uiiïuter- 
nipted disaster. Tlie palriotiam of tho Frencb, at tliia period at 
leasC, ia almost nnaiirpaâscd either ia modéra or ancietit histoi;. 
Commuiiihts, Bcpublicans, Imperialists, Legîtimiate, and Orleanut^ 
atl,as oiio iuHn,r«nuuiiccd party, and &Llowed thcir diffi^retices to ^taua 
in abeynuci>, unul thoy liad oithor sank or swam together. Whc-a 
it in con^ideted tbal political Aatagoniam in France is a passion — 
tliat poliiicivl failli U loo otU-M tlie ouly creed of one or more sec 
Lions of tha puople — tliat iLe; regard the triampb of their party wilU 
a poUtical mndness — it is no trifliiig sacriBce to renonnce ail tbeM aud 
•taud abouldcr to sLoulder in the ranl» of the cui 
the common enase. This ta patriotisni of the higheat tjpe, and 
dcservea tba higheat commendation. But thero ta a iiad yet glorioua 
biatory of the caroer of the young nobtate under the ehadow of whoar 
BDcwtral home we alept the »lecp that fatigue ïnduces — the aleop of 
rcgeoenttlni; rost. Poor fellow, he fell during the gallant rotreat of 
Ckanzy lowarda Le Mans, t af terwanla heard ihu atory of hia dcath 
around «hirli Ûikto wni anmething of ronuntio interest, " It i 
on the niargtn of « wood, mon Copitainr," «ûd my informant, " tbe 
Bavariana wcro prcwing hard npon our lliink, with their ncc latomml 
Utctics, for one of tho firat featurea of their military code ia ' Gain 
tbo flank of yonr enemy apon every poaajblif o«»ûod.' At tbia time 
young Monsieur La Fonte was sous lieutenant, a&d during tbo day 
hia captiiin and bia Ueutouaut had boeti put Hon de eonbat. 
compaiiy waa toveriiig ibo rotreat, and hu bulted lûa men undcr cr 
of tlio timl^r to chcck the Bavartan advance. Tu him tho whiall« 
of tho baUcta wnro but ai awcct nittaïc in hia eara, for ho waa a tnitt 
•uldier, a worthy acion of that anciont lioe. But the euuniy preaiwJ 
e^wur ; La Fonte gare the ordi-r to fii bayoncta, and jiiat » 
fimiiaua Wcre abuut to aary the wood, he at tho head u( tlic Uw 
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biles of La Subdery met them in tbeir adrance, foot ta fuot, bayouet 
to l ayonet, ey« to eye, and was Mmaelf Grat to spring upon hia man. 
Bat," he added looking aorrowfully upon the snow-covered ground, 
" the villauouB steel of a OcrmaD cocliaa entered hîs heart, and sent 
Ma aoul to bis &faker." But ail tbia was an after event. Iliat night, 
at the ( liateaa of La Subdery, we bad juyous anticipations of a few 
daya' tesX. Take â peep into the hay-loft ta which the Irish aoldiers 
hâve bcen to!d off, see how happïly the wearied men stretch ont 
upon the heapa of etraw that abimdantly cover the floor, Toa can 
read fatigue in the listlesa and wearied motions of the men aa they 
sink into the yieldiag piles, Packa and belts hang from the woodfa 
pegs that protrude through the wall, while the rifles are piled with 
scrupulous care in the corners of the room. SIeep appears to hâve 
alpeady overtaken the majority of the men, while a few wlioSQ duty 
it ia to cook the food of their respective squads are making vigorous 
attempta to light firea in the courtyard of the Château. The clothes 
of ail are soiled and torn, while blistered and bandaged ftet tell a 
taie of kean and ansious auffering. But 



" Who breatha» oiost inffer, who think» moat monra, 
And bo alaDB u bleBs'd wbo ne'ac waa born." 

Bill the caterer, too, had his taie of sorrow. His son h.td fallcn a 
victim to fell disease, and died in hospital, 

■' He was ail I had to look to in tbîs world, monsieur, my only 
boy, bis motheiH darling, his siater's hope, but 

Mois ■ la guerre, 
CommB a la guerro," 

ffiid the old man, nsing the farailiar quotation of the time, and look- 
ing sorrowfullytowarda his wifOfWhosemothcr'aheart luokedthrough 
hcr nielancboly sbaded countenaace. 

But theie is no tinio for vain regret. The bustle uf a soldiet'a lifo 
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givBS sorrow to the winds. Rest, and be tbankful. Rest upon a 
rentable bed, wïth tuxurious feathera aiid kandsLiiue counterpaneB, 
and gariuine fatiguo to lull you lo refreahing aleep. How gor- 
^âoualy the anft bwla aaiik betieatb tbe exliausted framea of thuse 
who could sccure tlia ciimfurts of tbiLt abode. How refreahiu^' il 
h'&s to tnke off tlio booU, fnmi tho wenried and blistercd fe«t, 
nnd thea when partly undressed, U) aiuk into a refreshîug aloinber 
iipnn tbe yîciding featbcra. Men aftcr aU must exporïuiice Lard- 
sliipB to appreciate even primitive civilization. Sleep apon tlia 
stony surface of a plouglied Ëcld in wiiiter tîtne, hâve the froat eat- 
ing into yonr bonea, aod benumbing your limbs, be hungry for tJio 
ttine, Ict cold, famine, ntid la ihvktc, obtaiu lull coutrol ovet yoar 
System, aud jiut get oue nigbt'a geunin« repose upnu a yiclding bed 
oi nny iiiati'rial, and if yon du not enjuy it, 1 atn no render of 
hiitnaii nature, aor ex[ierii]uce(l ïii the sAmo. And then faocy Aft«r 
ail your [(Iué-muiI thuughts, aftcr your happy aaà refnishing rwA 
iii pPMpectivo, fancy to bo nidaly ahaken out nf your si mb r« aftcr 
four boun' aleop, and hear tbut the régiment wu alrondy anay. It 
MM a discordant sound tbat was attered iiito my eox th:it moniing 
whou aam« one abriâked: — 

"Cdptain, Captain, the marchof tbe régiment baa soundcd,tbe bat- 
Lilion tsnnder amu, tbe enumy la îu tbe neigbbuurboud T Thon 
iodocd a Mcno of bustlc and confusion followed. Dut it waa only 
(or ft (ow minntcfl, and we soon burat away, over [iloughed laods 
nid nntyards, od to St. Florent again, wharo tbe watcra of tliv 
UuroD coune through the uaiially quiet thoroughfarcs, and wberawo 
v.ere destiucd to liavo two days' bappy and refroshing npow. It 
wa» Sondny too, and the A nytltu bcU «ounded bcautifuUy aoft upon 
tbe aUm atlll air. ^Vlien wo balt«d for a moment at tho outakine of 
the TiUage, I r«m«mbor fallingaway into ouo of tny dr«amy mooda, 
and huuimiiig \ familiAr air u'jjut " Swuot bJla of tnuaîc «toaling 
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ronnd abont me os I Uy," when M'Alesey came to my aide and 
asked me if I could'nt " wliiatle a jîg for a change." 

" From the Bublime to the ridiculona," te added, " as the man said 
whcn he mode ' the angel'a whiaper" read ' the aiigel'a whisker,' by 
the altération of a letter." 

" M'Alevey, yoa're a harebrained fellow," I answered, amused at 
hie importuuities. 

"If getting bald is an évidence,! certainly am, Captain," he 
replied, tracing tia fingers arouud the iipper portion of his scalp. 

" Ah I told you — marked for the oloister, M'Alevey." 

'■No; I bave, as Kness chargea mewith, an insane désire to pny 
for a womaa's hoard, and if I pull through the war, I bave raade u[) 
my mîiid to dévote myself to one fair girl alone," said the lieutenant 
'liice more placing his haud upon the well polished reghiient:il butturis 
of his great coat 

" You are incorrigible, M'AIevey." 

" No, Captiin, you don't anderatand me, that'a ail. Tou soe with 
ail our boasted civilizatioD and progress, man netther knowa him^elf 
nor his neighboura. We hâve never gotten beyond the idea of ' in- 
stinct" for the 90ul power of animais, nor can we, with ail our sciences 
aud reËnement, solve the problem of ' nhy a spaniel wags ita tail, or 
what a lobater thînka.' " 

* PhUosophical, by Jove, Why, man, your attainments are as 
varicd as Crichton'B," broke m the doctor; " but," he added, " what 
is to be" — 

" To beTrepSied M'Alevey, withontgiïing the doctor timeto com- 
plète the sentence, " why ït's a vecb of course." 

" Oh, nonsense, M'Alevey, you'll never be easy, untU you don 
sackcloth, and aahea," replied the doctor, moving towards an otficer, 
the piirple fncings of whose single breusted tunic, pronounced bim 
to be a brother-follower of the bealing god, and both immediately 
let jrned oud wikeà me to accompauy them to a cliureh which stuod 
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before us, and over tke door of nliich tbe redcrass flag waved ils 
iuternationnlombleiQiii peacefui aad ctiaiitable nasunvrico. "Secoure 
aux blesêé^" v.-h wrltteo in large characlera upon » wliite flag, auJ 
mnimod and disabled soldiera luStered aruund tlie entronce, tlielr 
pitla and cnmciated countcnances, brukeo liinbs, empt}' iJisorcs, and 
ngly gaabcs, too pliiinly telling tlis origin ot tLeîr tmublu. SiaUrs 
of iîercy promenadcd tho Bpacious aialcs of the cburcb, and htsng, 
with tendersolicitude,OTer tke hard-breathing sotdiera, who wltispered 
tlieir djdng wîahes into tbeir enra. The scats Lad ail been removed, 
and tlie men were arranged in rows, frora tbe door to tbe altar, and 
the benutiFuUy clean covorings tbat wera placed upon tbe strav, were 
horc and ibero dotted with bluod Btauie. There were do bedsteada, 
but there waa s deliciicy in tbe carefui fulJa of tbe counteqiauus, 
and neatneiaa îu tbe imjirovisud regutarity with wliich the «-ciundeJ 
men were aurruundcd. The first bud Dr. Muckcn vUtlvd wa« tlul 
of a Franc-tireur, who bad bt^nn shat cloan tbrongh tho liodjr, tbe 
bullot baving strui;k hiin in tbe ctiert, aboat four inchoa abovo tlia 
hnart, and paned oui of bis back a little to tbo Icft of tbe ■pin». 
7'liB |ioiir [ellow anderwent tho cluingra of bis bandages and syring- 
ing of tbo gbastly wound in bî» back vitli the groatoet fortitudo, 
only moBiiing once êUgblly as the freab pluga of Uut were appU»l 
aud Btrapped on. Fur liiui aâ wcU us for tbe uext four men wbu 
uadervent inspection tbflre vraa iio Lope of rocovcry. "They are ail 
dead raen,'' said tho doctur, n» he {uused theni hy. Four ont of fivd 
uf them were iihot thrungb the luitgs — ono of thcni n» bandiramc a 
yonug fellow tu uver I net tye» on. NiA a niao flincbcd or ■woum-d 
wbiUt undur the iinrgonn'ii banda, althoiigb tbo ngon; of bring movod 
miut ba<m boen fcarful in eveiy <sa«D. Bat Eba uontest eua of aelf- 
command I wilntused throoghout mjr tn d boon' rlsit to the hoRpital 
rirorcb at La Sabdcry was luanifested b^ a f»UD|; mau of the Bt«(an 
Gard« UaUla& He waa a etalwart, broad-cbented, beardlc«i lad, 
wilk luge lonj^ liewn features, ami great tniMcnlar derelopmcnt. 
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He had orly just been brought in, with a terrifie hnle nnder hia right 
ahoulder, plugged up by tbe field-^urgenn af ter be had lost a great 
({uantity uf blood, and tbb waa bis Srat inspection eince bis arrivai. 
He sat up in hia bed quit« steadil; wbilst bis wound vas being 
uncovored, and never aliruni forward nnce from tbe doctor's touch. 

"Haa tbe bullet been taken ont, my man," said Dr. llacken, look- 
iag at tbe jngged edges of tbe wouitd witb bia eyes htdi sliut, as if 
to concentrate bis eigbt and ta pierce tbe dcptlts of tbe 6rifii:e. 

"I really don't know, sir," replied tbe wounded Boldier, witb a 
degree of coobiess tbat siirpriâed the wel!-steeled uerves uf Dr, Mucken 
bimself, 

"Tbe report Baya it bas, but I find it has not," »aid tbe doetor, 
after bis carefnlly-traiiied Sngers bad tapped tite neigbbuurbuod of 
tbe woUnd. " WoiUd you like to Lave it out?"' 

"Yea, if yott please, air." 

"Will you take chloroform, or do you tbink you cnn stand itl" 

"Oh, I can atand it, air, unlesa you prefer giving me càloroform.' 

"Very well; lie down and keep quite ateady." 

Tbe projectile, wbicb had eutered tbe yovmg man 'a back itnder tbe 
right shoulder-blade, had been etopped by tbe coiiar-bone under 
wbicb it bad lodged deep d.iwn in tbe flesh — too deep, indeed to be 
gfjt at witb tbe probe— so there was nothing for it but to eut down 
ti) it from tbe other aide. The opération, wbicb waa aplendidly 
txscuted by Dr, Macken, took exactly one minute and twenty seconda 
from the insertion of tbe knife to the strapping-up of tbe new wound, 
during wbich time the yuung soldier never blenched, nor moved his 
bead, nor dencbed bis handà, nor even breathed bard. I never wît- 
neased sucb an example of perfect atoicism before. The projectile 
extracted proved to be a mltr^illeuae bult quite knoeked out of 
ahape by ita conoiwaion with tbe young man 's collar-bone, which 
iiiUBt bave been of no ordînary liardnesa, judging by ita powers of 
reaUtiiiicc. Aa soon aa tbe ductor pulled out tlie boit and had it 
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vaâhed, he handeit it to the yuung man, M;ii)(;, " Tbera ia some- J 
thïng for you to remember the Ocrmans, my lad." Upoo vhich, 
rniaiug tiiinoul/, be tb-iDUed Dr. Uackcn as caltnly as if linviiig a 
Duuce or so of lead eut oui of Iiia body were the most ordinaty o 
currence of bis every-day life, ADd tlian he snbmitted hiiiisclf to the 
handa of the iufinairr, nUo t«ncbvd bim as dolicately aa an infant. 
Tbe etretcher bad been iised more tban once wbile we were in.ik- 
ing the rounds, and more than o&e body via.% bniught out to bc de- 
poaitod in ita laat resting-place. Priests were bending with pioua 
Bolicitude over the sinking form of mony a stricken soldier, aitd cheer- 
iug their last moments with worda of biipe nnri prnyer. If you look 
to the futhest eod of the church, juat beside the railinga, wherodevoiit 
cumin onicou ta were wuut to receivo the aacrament, you may se« & 
prieat knecling over a maii, whose bouI appcare abont to qmt " Itt 
mortol fnme ;" t)ie Icfl baud of the piotu raan supports the boud of 
thA ainldng soldier, nhile a cruci&x is beld bcfnre his cyes, and hs 
clasps hia hauds in holy résignation to the wtll u( (ioiL A Si«tcr 
of Charity bends over ibe dying man, nnil tooka calmty into th« 
ryes wiiith are already becoming glizcd with the diin iihadoiri uf 
dc.-ith. Cliwer aud noarer stîU benda the aljbf, aiid he presses t 
crucifix ui>nn the Ups of tbe ûnltiDg soldi«r ; tfae eyos of the good 
■is'or op«n a Uitle widt^r, she tAkea hia hand and applies hei well* 
traind fingere tu bis pulMi, buking siciulily ioto tlie paticnt'a cyea 
JQst fur a tninut«, and thun tho bnnd in gently plared upon the bcd- 
curerilig, tho hood is alluwwl to foll uprm the pillow ; tho prieet and 
uun join tbeir voices in prayor — tho soldier ia dcad, In tbe «hol« 
hitlikry of banian charity thore u ni> more mclting pictura tbaa tb4 
tsnder compasuioii, the anxioiis bope, nnil tho pious carc of liolj 
|ie»|ila over tho bed of a dying bumaii bcing. Tbe soldier diei 
for boDimr, glory, aud risks life and Umb for vLùunitry dreams of 
triumiilu iu thn future ; but tho priiwt, or SLitcr of Miircy who le- 
Diiunces luui^b of tl»Quiufor'« ol Utu nurM, \iIio ciui bupu for uilta 
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honour, wha eau anticipate no eartUly ruivard, and who brave deatli m 
the hospiUl, is, to m^ mind, poasQjsed of n higber degree oî tru'J 
courage, tliaa tlie man who merely dîea in action. One is mental, 
the othar is ton often phyaical courage alone. One is trne hcroism, 
tlie tither may ot may not possess thnt virlue. 

But I ain philoaophiziDg again i I had bad enough of tbe chuich- 
huspital and left niy médical frienda to continne their charitable 
wofk while I walked ont of the place into the now busy thoninjib- 
farea of St. Florent, Hère, as uaual, Sorgeant Carey was flounder 
ing abont, doing as inuch genuine service aa an orderiy-room full of 
ord'nary men. His spluiiilid figure mîght be seen d«rting hère and 
tbere witb rapid but digiiified ease, Wlien I came to tlie door hiï 
bandaome face illuminat«d witb a smile beamed upon me, and 1 felt 
tlie effect of the influence which bis generous voice cast upun niy 
niind. I knew tbere was something unusual the matter as he ad- 
vanced towards me holding a fowl iu bis hand. He got the bird as a 
[irescnt frama woman whom bebad juat befricnded, andhe cameup 
to me witb the jocubtr but weli-remerabercd remark : 

" Wcll, Cûptain, luck haa favoured me for once. Hère I am gctr 
ting tt beautiful and a délicate dinner for notbîng, wheu the order 
of éventa hâve boen, to hâve notbing for dinner ;" and he walked 
away to attend to some matter of détail, leavtng me full of admira- 
tion for bis irrépressible humour and indefatigable power of endur. 
an ce. 

Our two daya at St. Florent wore pleasantîy away. The usnal 
routine of a soldier's duty waa not uninterrupted by anytbing ivliich 
l«ft ita impresa on my memory. Qambetta had, indeed, corne to St. 
Florent, and was closeted with the municipal officiais and the milî- 
tary chicfs for a short time oa the first day, and tbun we once more 
j)araded to take our departnre agitin for Bourges, npon which wa 
now began to look aa a kind of home. It was a lovely day as we 
Btuo:l in Une in front of DUT comfortable quaitera awaitmg tb« 
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Word which waa to give us the routo. TLe sun's mys sbone witU 
brilliant ai^ificance upoii the unbQniUhed rifles of thc men whoso 
veather-beaten counteiu»ices, hardy exprossioiis, and tattered rai- 
ments, pronouaced the dangers and tke trials they had aiready sur* 
mounted. But we were away at lait — away »veT the nniiiteresUng 
country watered by the Auron — away to Bourges with ita happy 
(uwocintioDS aud pleasant réminiscences of days gone by. 

I wns thiiiklng of our chances, and apeciilntitig upon our hopes, 
as we trudged along ihe rond, through the flat and unbroken 
couutry around, when the tall towers of the Cathedral of Bourges 
again stood ont against the cloudlcss sky. The grand old struc- 
ture, with ita deeply-recessed portais, its bas-reliofs, iU ruws of 
niches, its florid Norman ornaments, its vnaightly âyiiig buttrusscs, 
its beautifully painted Windows, and ïts happy associations, was once 
more in view, Beneatfa its very sbadow, almoat under the protec- 
tion o( its wings, lived the dearcst and most friendly of onr maiiy 
frienda in France. We were snre of at least a hearty wcicome just 
within the UmiU of that gigantic shodow-making structure. Vos, 
Uieru is suinething in the worda of Robert Blair, "Krîendsbip is tbe 
cernent o( the soûl; tlie swcet'ner of Hfe.'' It is somethfaig to 
know that a gencroua welcome awaits the weary and the foot«ore ; 
it is aoniething to feel a coitscioua monitor dniwing the scotimetits 
of tho heart towards the abode of kind friends, wheis kindred spirita 
mcDt, with kindred loogings. It is somcthing to know that iu tha 
désert of the heait there is one oasis to whtch the weaxy tkinkcr 
may tnrn with bepofnl longinga, and bosk boncath tho protocting 
8liad« of friondahip's troe. U only for a moment, it is somothing to 
luiow that, even tn the great dintance, beyund tho mm if yoa like, 
tbi!T« is otie hand that will grasp your own in joynu* weleoRM. l'art 
wifb friends, go oa b conipaign, hold your life in yoar hand*, ud 
rotiini, «Ten fw on bour, and if yoa dont feel ai guniil&e [il«a«iira 
as murul eu ezperient», I am KVich in «rror. 
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But Bourges was still before na. The country was flnt atiil uu- 
drained, and the prospect of a comfortiess niglit broke down the 
apiiita of themeii. Marks and aome others were stiU barefooted. Thfl 
pebbles, whieh were abundantly atrewn along oar route, created aores, 
and the frost eat holes, as large as five-ahilling pièces, upoti manj a 
brave fellow's foot. Sergeant Teren^e Byrae marcbed at the head 
ol the company, hia honest conntenance reflecting the character of os 
bravo a man, and as gentle a Christian as ever wore a aide arin, or 
mirsed a stricken enemy. There was indeed no regularity in the 
stopa of the aoldiers as they ahuffled along, they were marching a 
volunlaire», but yet the tranip and noise at that moment made a 
siugular impression on niy niind, aa the smnll hillucks we wcre 
pasdng echocd the tranip of the 20,000 men who were shuffiing 
by. 

" Sergeant," I said, speaking to Terence Eymo, " To a soldier'a 
ear there is after ail no music like the moaic of the feet.'' 

" Tes, captain, but it must be of feet tbat are proteoted from the 
jagged stonea and deatroying froat," replied Byme, with a sïgnifi- 
cant cast of his head to the rear, where the bleedicg feet of the 
Irish aoldiera, cast a terrible responsibility upon the coaduct of the 
authoritiea, and the military impccuniosity, which waa flacrificin{; 
the bealth and livea of brave nien to a System only becoming i 
nation of paupera. But there waa irrépressible mirth still in tha 
rankfl of La Compagnie Irlandaiae, Sergeant Carey wonld hâve his 
joke in apite of froat or famine. Onco aa the weakly were vainly 
endeavonring to keep np with the rapid marching, I heard bim re- 
tnouatrating, and cncournging them on. Ëach poor fellow had his 
plea, either aore feet, or a ponderous and uaeless knapsack. One 
indeed complained of the benumbiug frost, aud soon aftcr 1 hcard 
Carey advise the lagstera to " Keep up men, keep up, sure the cloaer 
you are the warmer you'll be ;" and tlien the men behind gave a 
■pnrt into the ranks again, to fall away by degrees, until another 




116 "lA COUFàONIE IELAKPAISB." 

wurd of encouniguiueut caused theia to make iv btill furthcr elTiirt tu 
keep the pace. 

But " the noÏEcless fiwt of time" briiigs on the day. The euii 
Works around the arch of heaven, ftnd sinka away iuto ihe dnrken- 
bg space beyoQd. The keeo wind ripplea through the branches of 
the poplar trees Ihat everywbere Une the way, and apeeda opon ita 
mission otct the ucatly cultivated lauds upou our SanL Emptjt 
Taultcd iiight biïngs gloomj forebodings to the wearied soldiere, aA 
they Btill ahufBe on hopiug to make their destination before iba 
nitching honn. Ai last, a glov of flame illiimbea our front ; yoa 
eau SCË it like a pall of firein thegreat distance, and your fnnuy picture* 
the lired auldiera crouching around tbc iimumerable bivuuavs bcfnr» 
us. But ou still a few kilomètres mure, and Bourges is tnade, nnd 
the men ihntw themselves upon the aliiay ground to reat ! Bkit do, 
tfaere is little rest for a soldier ou campaign. Fatigue parUes hâve 
to gel wood, more food, and a few makc a vain !Uid uusucceasful 
effort to beg some bundles of straw trom a ueigbbouring cbat«AU. 

" Well," said Timothy Marks, loofcing dowu at Uie ^^ronnd, uul. 
scuintng the place he had to lie npoa as keenly as if ît were a bed 
uf thistlea ; " well, sure it'e soft anyliuc, theru s no danger uf grt-| 
ting bcd-sores or any ether sores frum couông in contact with gouuiu^ 
oisy, soft suiL 

" Who knows, maybc, wtll nave wor«e before the umpaign A. 
ovcr," soid une of Tim's couipnDiuus, trying tu find si>iQe consoladna 
iu tbe présent. 

" That'a ploasant anyhow," ropliod Tim, as he apread ats littU 
blanket on tbo ground, and unroUed bis patch of tent doth. 
" Maybo we would havo a worse bed tlian this, but, if we do, I bupe 
it 'ill be on the otlter aide of the ground,'' he oontiuued pladng u 
eni[)hasta un " other" that made it miggeatiie of " uiidcr.'* 

" Wfl'll go to Bourges nft«r we settle everylhing for (be nijcfat, 
M'Alere;," taid I to tlw lieutenant, " wbcn w« know «bcic we «rf 
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to be encampcd we aliall corne and hâve the comfort of meeting old 
fa^ca and the luxiuy of being ectertained in a Christian bouse once 
more ;" and we consoled oureelvas wïtli tte prospect of a, bright vision 
in tlie evening. But we were aatray in our reckoning. Our clotlief 
were bespattered with loam and tanned witli exposure, and oui 
faces were snn-buTned and dirty, We were, in fact, comme a la 
jtteire, and presented no holiday apiiearance as we looked at eacli 
oïlier aad apeculated upon tiie propriety of facing our lady friends^ 
But we could, perhaps, find some place in Bourges where we 
could make ourselvos présentable, and tkcn, after a few instruc- 
tions to Lieutenant Cotter, who was on duty, we floundered back 
to Bourges, But the milltary authorities disposed of our pro- 
positiona in tbeir own way, There waa no admittanee to the town 
without an otder from the colonel, countersigned by the gênerai of 
division, which involïed as roiich red-tapism as would prevent any 
ordinary mind from even attempting the ordeaL There waa nothing 
for it but to retum to camp, and reconuiled ouraelvea with a pieca 
of eea-biscuit and a tin of cuffee, aud theu seek the slielter of our 
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CHAPTEE TU 



"Wben t^ nationa mado q\ 
Sbawcnà Sowen on thc 
Tbut, tlat wu tlhe momei 
B« 3-e Guiiod, je deod I" 



Tas following moming was, I think, tho ITth of Decerabet, 107O-,fl 
It wns fiomewhat wiirm too, aad tlie aun's raya melted the patcheti 
of snow into jioola of water, and the tnunp of 20,000 a, 
tho eacjunpment a sea of taad. Thu troops hud a atrong reeembUno» I 
to Ihut claw of sc&veDgers knowa oe "mud l.-irks," cxcept, indeed* f 
thfit the soldiers did nol posseaa singularly long booU, nor 1 
wrviceable clotbïog, but the clity coveted theii uuif orms «ad bud I 
bftrdened into patcbea of dirt iipon kepi, grcat coat, and puitalooniil 
Tho men bod had uo straw the uiglil boforo, and woro compelled M 
lie U])()u the inaUd}' earth, fiith their littlo blankcta under them, and 
nothiug but a uUcrably suoll tuut to Mcure tham from tbe fnak* 
of atmcMpheric nature. Liku mauy other tblnga in the Freuch umjr 
the «MiuijUiuint uf the troups was in every way uua«rvice»ble. Tfaa 
kapi looka noat and jauty in g&rriaon. It aeta ofT a loldîet to, 
pediapa, the bent advantage, ao long aa it U ke|it in order, but oa 
cwnpaign the kepi is neither neat not servîceable. It loaea ahaps. 
Su badly, and the peak droopa and goea out ■>( fonn. It ia, too, an 
nneomfortahk uight-cap, as adaptability tlmt «huuld by i 
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be loat BÎght of in a soldier's forage head-dresa. In the German 
army the forage cap ia serviceable but unsigiitly. It cancot loae ., 
ehape, becauss it bas do sliape to lose. It never looks badly, bacaaae 
it never looked too weU. The forage cap of a Oermaii soldier is in 
every way more suited for a catnpaign thau the Freuch kepi; still 
tke latter sits more jantily, and looks more graceful on the boule- 
vards, or "duïing the piping time of peace." The great coat of tho 
French soldier, too, haa notliing to recommend it but ita colour, which 
is admirablj sclected, and, perhaps, the leaat distiuguishable ab a 
given distance of any in the armies of Europe. But the material is 
bad and thiu, and it gives but little warmth or protection to the 
famished soldiers. The coat of the Genoan soldier ia, on the coti- 
trury, warm aud serviceable. The material iâ thick and tolerably 
gnod. Then, too, the Germans go on campaign with their tunica 
under their great coata; whiie the French troops take their sbell- 
jacketa alone. There are no ûannels served out in the French army, 
ichilc in Germany under-dannels are one of the esaential requisitea 
of a soldier's kit. The French carrj small patches of canvas, about 
fîve fect sqnare, and by joitiing four of them together a little tent is 
uiade, which, if it were better regulated, would become a really 
serviceable portion of their equipmeut. But, above ail, the Germans 
had the advantage in their niethod of ahoetng their nien. Every 
German wits provided with boots, into which the paataloons were 
put, aiid which almoat eSectually aecured the feet from frost aud 
pebbles, In France the soldiers are nut even provided with aocks, 
and many of the soldiera of La Compagnie Irlandaùe were com- 
pellcd to suHer ail the hardships of the campaign, in an atmosphère 
15 degrees below zéro, without a pair of stockings upon their feet, 
and, too often, the miaerably low shoes worn into shoddy. The 
Germans very often encaae their feet in the folds of a long thin 
stripe of greased calico, carefuUy wrapped aroond the member, and 
which I believe to be the beat of ail safeguards from the efficts of 



froat. Il wonld ftppear, indeed, from the reaiiective eqtiiiinieiit* nf 
the combfitnut (irmiea that oi:e bad studied the art ot war iii ail îta 
dL'taila — that the other had Dot. Throiigh ihis meana the war liu- 
cnrne a wftr b«tween rival organisationH, as much as a war betwi!en 
men. It became a war of boots, of clothing, of proviaïona, and ut 
irilernnl regimeiital Hconom;. Place a régiment of Priissian infantry 
in mir place at Buargea, on the 17th Dec, 1370. Let them be al- 
niost siioeléss, and the keen air peiietratjiig throngh their ahoddy 
garments, «ftcr a restles* night apeiit on the clayey gronnd, and 
place tho Het/imenl Etranger tar one dight in s lown, give them 
boots and good clothing, and odc meal of Licbeg'a extract o[ méat, 
and an encounter niight resuit in diaaster to the naually victoiiouB 
Gennaria. 

But stili another nighi had paesed. The réveille had sounded 
oiice more, and the snioke from huiidreds of camp firea gave notice 
that the moming menl waa in préparation. The huiry of the coining 
m roule waa again on foot, for wo had another day's march befoTo 
ua. Bveide our oneanipment the soldiers of La Compaynie Irlaii- 
daiae bad aurroutided, and vigoroualj harked at the hitid quarter of 
K dead charger, lîlce a swann of beea over a banch of honeyanckle. 
Huge et«alu were eut (roui off tbe atUl wariu carcnae, aud the Bword 
bayoneta ot tbe men nttled againat the ribs and flanlc of tbe deail 
ehei-oL It waa a aighl for au artiat'a pencîL Famine ajifioaretl to 
gire TJgour to the mea'a arma, and ihe proapect of a nionl tmced an 
expreMÛoti of joy over tbeir coitntenaoces. 

"Pour (ollowi," said Lieutenant M'Atevej, aa he lat npon « 
i>i>lc)iBr'a knapanck «pping a cup of cofleu that bis orderly bad pre- 
pared for him ; " poor felluws, a soldier's lifc on campaign la a rontid ot 
miscrîo», hungcr, eold, and bnrdship; but," ba odded, tncïng hit 
fingcra along thc/rùn/ edgca of liia mooatache, nnd exprcnively half 
eloaing hit eym by a drnainy novement of iheejrclids, "but, aftitrall, 
it* joy» mora tluin ci>ui|ii:i|juitea for îta aorrovu. Fur my owb |Kut 
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never corafortable escept wlien Fm aeekirig the biibble repiita- 
tiun," EiDd thi; lieutenant sipped hia cofiee, and haiidod ft ntmtly' 
fiuislied revolver to Ha ordeï-ly to be cleaned. 

In the menntime resietance à outrance vus Btill the cry in France. 
Prince Frederidc Charles tlureatened Bourgea ; the Grand Duko ai 
Meckleubutg, Tours ; aod Manteuffel, Havre, in order to prevont 
Chanzy fcom Vendôme, Eourbaki from Gien, or Faidberbe from St. 
Quentin from relieving Paris. Chanzy had still 150,000 soldiera 
wcU in banda, and waa now entrenchad around the formidable field 
worka before Le Jlans. He had, too, 303 well-serred guna, but hia 
ti'oopa were in poor condition. Bourbaki waa myaterioualy moving 
towarda the East with 130,000 men, including onr corps, the 15th, 
wliich ivaa to follow him in the early dajs of January. But the 
German comm.inders were manosuvring to give the coup de grâce to 
tlie aruiiea of France. AIready Cliauzy wna threateiied in front and 
flnnfc, tUua compeliing him to ahow two fronts, by attacking him at 
right angles — the tactics tkat auccseded so wcll in the Bohemiaii 
angles — the tactica that succeeded so well in the Bohemian cam- 
paign. Such a mode of uttack itself implies a contempt for one's 
euemies, inaamuch oa it offends agninat the rule of attacking with 
inferior oumbera, but the GËrman commander» often, throngbout 
tbe war, aet tactica aaide, and acted upon euuuples us much as priii- 

The daty of our corps vas still to prolect Bourges. An iines- 
pected event, however, prevented Prince Frederick Charles &oia 
odvancing beyond Vierzon, and our marching and counter-marching 
woa ail to QD avaib No test for tbe wearied troopa, but continuoua 
and barrassing marches. Even the muddy soil in the neighbourhood 
of tbe uld Gallic city would bave been an acceptable place of repose 
to the wearied troopa, but owing to our want of cavalry our com- 
mandera were so ilj-advised about the movenienta ot the euemy tbdt 
they vei-y often found tlieuiselves groping in the durk, No rest, but 
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Av/ay agaïn ; this time for Bresy, a village about 20 kilometrea fiom 
BoiirgeB. Our Brigade waa soon in line, oud ne quickly left tbe 
emoulderiug camp fires behind. 

I suppose I muât bave been " raethodising," aa M'Alevey called 
ft ini>od7 demeanour, for mj' witty lieuteaant came to my aide, and, 
louklng aei'tOQslf in my face, began to speculate upon the benl of 
my tboiiglits, whetlier Ihey were of " love, religion, or war.'' 

" Nuither," I rcpUed, " A» to ' love," l'U leiive ail Ihat to 
yuu." 

" You think me light and flippant apon that subject, captab, bat 
niffled water sometimes take deep Bounding& Remember yonr 
Byron, and think tbat 1, too, may bave ' sighed to mauy, though I 
loved but one.' " 

" You surprise me, M'Alevey. I tbougbt yon incapable of tb« i 
tender passion. I alwaya took you to lie a raan aflor John Keal'g 
idta, a being ' Whose philosophy would clip an angel's wings." 

"No," suid tbe lieuteuant Bumowhat sndly, " not alnnys. I bav« 
my owu rccoUectiona, tbe incidents that bave echooled tny thoughts 
to waiidor tu one «pot in that dear little isle of ours. But," b« 
addud, looktng at a bandsomely eut cross that stood beside the way 
" wbat ia tbîs T' and M'Alevey valked over to note tbe liuea that 
were carved upon its surface, 

Just tlieit tbo aac-a-tarre sounded, and I moved over and Joined 
bim on bis miioiion. ' 

" We stand on classic groand," said M'Alevey, when he had rnul | 
tbe inscription tbat wos carved upon tbe face of tbe cross. " Hera 
the Englisb suSerEd dofeat by the inbabitants of Bourges In 13d6, 
soe." he added, pointtng to tbe letter : — 

''Croix Erige» m «owwnir dt la viftoirt Ttmfortie lur la ÂKjlaià 
par Ut hatfitanti d» îiouiya. En 1356." 

" lu* la t'r^iicc, ' suitl Capitaine Uwcï"!e, eoiulng lu our siJo and 
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Baluting the cross, or perhapa the inscriptiua, that appealed to hia 
soldier heurt. 

" Vitie ta France et Flrlande," aaid M'Alevey turaing to the new 
arrivai, aod doffitig iiis kepi with courteous salutation. 

" The Sasott bit the duat hère," aaid Cereaole, looking around the 
hard, flat couutry, " and, by my souI, a fine place ît wus for a rout 
How our cavalry must havc riddoii the beef-eatera down over those 
unsheltered lauds. Of course, ail your men are aomewhat rebelliuus 
in their temper to the Engliahî" be added, looking at me tlirough 
hia blue-coloured spectacles. 

" Yes, ail to Eritish rule over Ireland. Some of us, however, 
are aut to British connexion with Ireland,'' I replied, and theii the 
sac-a-dù3 aouaded again — packs on — and, aa we were about to leave 
tbe scène, every kepi in the ranka of La Compagnie Irlandaise waa 
laised in parttng salutation to thp — 

" Croix Erigée m louveair de la victoire remportée sur la Anglait 
par les Itubitanls de Bouryes. En, 135G.'' 

But Bourges is now before us, and we quickly makc the outei 
earthworks ot the town. Fatigue parties are still busy, luaking 
trenches, building traverses, aloping counter-scarpa, workiag at 
gabions, erecting barricades, or arranging sand-bags. There ia buatle 
about the arsenal, and the military workfihopB hâve the appearance 
of being in a fever of business. 

But we preaa on through the town, and once more enter the opcn 
enuntry beyond. The constant passage of artillery, military train, 
acd Boldiers bas made deep ruts in tlio road and there is mud eveiy 
where. Tbe Iriah soldiera look thorougbly hardened, and hâve the 
appearance of real woik ia their dress which is now <ximme a la 
guerre. AU waa not indeed smooth sailing in the ranks of La Com- 
pagnie 'Irlandaise. There nere three or fonr men in ^e compan; 
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vrho earned the reputntion at being growlers, men into wlinm tùo 
spirit of Oliver Twist appeared to bave enteretl, and who were con- 
atanlly cryiiig for " more, more," of tho good tbings ot the service. 
Titey were thu black sbcep of the flock, and stood out in bold relief 
from their companions. On a line of march it is often a mattw of 
trouble to keep such gentry in order. If a soldier meeta sorae beoe- 
voient pcasant or bourgeois who treats him to a caritfiiii, or a demi- 
taste too niuch, the soldîer is likely to forget himself, os ail other 
tipaters do, Le may be absent from roU-call — if it is in garriaon — and 
and be may lag or shirk bis duty, if it bappens on tho march. In 
garrison, bowever, there is the guard-room, and ita attendant conse- 
<juenceB — fatigue duty, Btuppago of pay, confinement to barracka, 
mid KÛ the etceteras arising frutn bad conduct marks. £n rovie, 
however, everytbtng changea ; guard rooma would be too trguble- 
Bome to carry on pack mules, stopping the suldier'a paymight alfcct 
hia beatth by depriving him uf bis «haro in the ordinaire, &nd tbeio 
is notbing but courts-martial left to the ofliccts in commatid. Dur- 
îng Dur campaign in France, I hâve known a aergeant- major to bo 
shot for stealing a fowl, althongb the poor fcUow was ravennusly 
Lungty at the tirao. But tbey wero eiceptionally hard in Ihc Forelgn 
negiment. I hcard of anotbor instance in which a sergeant ittempted 
to strikeasoldier ; tho aoldier put bis riâe up to guard off tho blow; 
the sergeant's band was eut , the soldier was courtmartialled, aixl 
aliot^ In the other régiments, however, things were better. In tho 
Franc- tireurs, particuUrly, the men bad a ktnd of free Ucenac tn do 
aa thejr pleaaed. Tbey were the guérillas of tlie war. Alway* well 
duthed, genemlly well provided witb foixl, tbeir kn^Macks carricd 
on baggnge-waggons, tho Franc-tireum ncither oiporicDced the han)- 
■bips nor tb« terriblu reolitius of ibe campaign. Tbey moved în 
auch small namburs ihat thoy wuro always aura of shcltur and fnAd 
in their wauderiugs. Their commandera were very oftea dnliana, 
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or national guardsmeii, who 'wcre DOt too Htrict in 'Âieit icterpiiibL- 
tion of " regulatious," " décrues," or " ordera of tlie daj." 

With us, however, it was différent. We were part and parcel of 
the regular armj, and had ail tbe duties and hardships of regukc 
troupa to encounter. Discipline was rigij euougli, tcto rigid at 
timeË ; " but it ia necessary, air, it ie necessary," as the Commandant 
of our battalicin once asaured me. " Whal can we do 'î'' he again 
a]ipeidingly, asked me, " We cannot aeud men to prison, for we 
wiiiit tliem in the field, and I Iiave ever helJ it to be a masim in 
mi'itarj law, that you must shoot a mua on campaign, for a crime 
th.t yna would give liim fifteen ds.ye talie de police for during peace," 
nisA the Commandant exteiided his arma, ahrngged his Holdiers, archcd 
bis eyebrows, and settled the question to hia entire satisfaction. 
We, however, managed differently. Wben the soldiers blundereJ, 
we gave them extra dnty. They had to attend tlio sergeant-foui rier 
tiud uirry tlie ficres from town, or they had to do an extra seiiity- 
gc, or if on tbe march they had to carry the rifles of tbeir more tare- 
ful companioni It was a vcry haiidy and persistent meaiis of pun- 
ishnient, to give the Chassepot of some weakly and sickly solJier, 
who was straiuing every limb to pull out and be in at the deatli, to 
some braway broad-sbouldernd man, who had forgotten himself or 
bis duty tbe day before. But it bappenod more than once in the 
rankfl of La Compagnie Irlandaise. In pure justice, however, I 
luufit say, that sach circunistancea were rare, ver>' rare, amongat lis. 
The men appeared to thoronghly underatand tbeir représentative 
capacity — tbeir fidelity to Ireland — tbeir duty to France, 

But on still, over ruts, through mnd and water, on for Bressy. 
An occasional hait, a hurried repast, and away again wbile tbe sun 
climbs around in its never-ceasîng course, Evening lapsea into 
night, and away before ns an occasional lïgbt piercea through tbe 
gloom, and we draw a fancifui picture of rustic life within the vil- 
lage cottages around. The keen wind moana ita rei^uietii through 
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the branches of the trees, and puffs in frethil gosts over and throngb 
the deep-set hedges.that Une our route. Bressy is now before us, a 
little further we wheel into a field, take up our alignement^ pitcb 
tenta, liirht £res, cook a spare repast, and ait around the bivouac, of 
another daj gone. 
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CHAPTEE VnL 

[ tbc jripp's goac oot^-what ihe 
rDaclied tlie spot tehere l'in U) ( 
lUg— ro ! Sland bEiok thera, me 
;o death wiUi nnbiindaBed eye. 
tronblo jon, gentlomen ; 
But one moro service l'U reqaks. 
Baà bleM you, Uds, aafe home Bgalnj 
Mind jou aim low— now ! — eteadj! — 



"^TiTE rtveilU has Si 
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iaid a familinr voîce the foUowing 
iiioniîng, as the owner endeavoured to untîe the frozeu cords whicli 
drew the stubborn canvaa of my teut door together. I could he.ir 
tho mait outside stamping and pufSng with that JÉticy uneasiness 
which indicates intense cold, as he strove on at his task for a few 
seconds, and it was not until a cliilling blaat penetrated thvough the 
aheep-skiii sack into which I had thrust ray lower self, that I ven- 
tiired to peep from under my heap of blaiLkets, and snifï the morning 
air. The sight waa not an inviting one. My orderly, for it was he, 
^ad his fingcrs stuck ksuckle-deep into hia usually bandsome mouth, 
whîch you may be aure waa aomewhat estended by tho opération. 
The flap of the tent, whioh by courtesy was called the door, was 
hanging open, and the frosty prospect without waa not agreeiibiy 
relîeved by the shivering sentry who cowered to leeward of an ad- 
joining teut. Sanw had fallen and hung upou the upper part of my 
canvas covering, and formed a curtaiu-Uke nightcap, through wbich 
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•s traced geomctncal 6gures odown the sides of my tcnt, lika 

'B uf crystal froin & ailver vase. I coiild hear the cmcking of 

iiig wood, and couM née the dim glare of n few fîrea tbrough 

s cniivas wolb, as sonie shivering soldter ciideavoured to kecp alive 

ubers in order to facilitate the makiiig of the uoniiiig menl ; 

leu I turued a look upon tnf attendant — a look balf of pit^, 

f amusement, and I suppose it was the Ittttcr oxjiresHiou ht 

ected, for, romoving hia fiogers from hts niouth, Le hnlf apologolj- 

illy «aid — 

"liy gad, it'a covld, sir!" 

" So I aee," was my reijly, &s I saw him change hU attitude, and 
e foUowiug moment appeared to hâve beuoinu possessed of the 
tncing 8[iirit of St. Vitos. But it wos cold, and nu roîetxke llui 
r tuoruiiig, ton culd for humau nature to rougU it U|>u]i tbe 
;, fruxen eikrth, Icft to the nit'rcy uf the pîereiiig frust, aud ihe 
mol wntchfulnesB of thoee vulture» uf civilizntion- — ttnny «m- 
icton. Fur my uwn purt, I vtaa tulerablj well; but aa I loiikeil 
î poor shrivcUed being beforo me, hungn-, almust ntidc, fiwt- 
!. frost-bittcn, and wretcbcd, I cnuld only think thnt niun kiinwii 
e Umit of hia owu endurance, and the world but little of 'ha 'rue 
lery of war. He, with hia compnnÎDns, had boon aUirving 
^ftccurdlng to regulaiiuu" for the past mouth, and had huddled 
feiliw in b«t{?hes upou the frowu eartb, with a sLoddy bUiiket 
: feet by two u their only cuverÎKg. But this wa« ail 
e nigbt mure, and aguin the rtvtOt sounded cluar, sharp, and 
n thc! (r<)Mn air, aud I buard ihf " turn ont roun, tum 
gcnnt Oarry, m he poked aniund the half-pitchcd tenta, 
j the cotk-ltg bnainaaa of the company with vonderfol 
•ticity. But my good-notumd ordurly wna nnt idlc ail tbu tîinc. 
i^ht beforu he had, for safcty's snkc, Icft sunio cliips jiut within 
f tent, and I cunld ms him Row vainly «ndoavauring to ligfat * 
\, and occaiiooalty, kalHcii aud voxi^d at hia luiancGOa 
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ot wind dodging around the catop blew streams of amoke into 
bis weU-brouxed face, and more thaa oace made liïm retreat wîtb 
weeping eyes, and tempt the poor fellow iato a half-choked utterance 
which Le waa never taught under the ahadow of bis native Oalteee. 
Andrew, or " Andy," aa lus compaaions nsed to call tim, did, how- 
erer, succeed in bis task, and aoon be Icft the fire ta take care of 
itgeU, aud, headon in hand, rau off fer water, wbïch I had tbe dis- 
comfiture of seeiug smothered ia smoke, by the accidentai turning of 
the villanoos log which f oimed port of the support upon wbicb the 
beadoii rested. 

" Andy, yon hâve done it thb time," swd I, « I caugbt an ei- 
pression upon hia face which mîgbt be interpreted to msao " tbere 
is no help for spilt milk ;" but he applied himaelf to résuma bis task, 
which lesulted this time in complète auccess, and sood a sickly 
are, more smoke thau blaze, rewarded bis forty minutes' Ubour. 

"Hère, try a pull at this," and I colled bim into tbe tent for * 
Bip at tbe contents of a brandy âask, wbich I coutrived to hâve ac- 
commodatingly at hand. 

"That's fine, sir,'' were the firat words be said, wfaen he recovered 
from the gasping sensation which novices in tbe art of drinking from 
a bottle expérience. "My throat was like tbe crust upon the inside 
of a chimnoy," and away be went to grope amongst tins and littJe 
baga, for coffce and sugar, for chunks of dirty beef and lard, to pré- 
pare tbe moming meal, before we were agun en roitte. 

But the camp wob ail alive now, aod just as I tbrew over tbe pitea 
of blankcta, which were barely cDough to kecp the beat from eacap- 
ing, Sergeant Carey popped bis head in at the door n'ith hia uauaJ. 
"Good momiug, Captain." To me it waa alwaya a pleaanre to aee 
Sergeant Carey, for bis was the very soûl of a aoldicr. It haa beau 
my lot to meet many men to whom in pcrioda of trial I surreudûrt J 
ail the friendahips of whîch my nature waa capable, but never did I 
meet the ei^uul of this incumparuble maii. Qay, iudefatigiLblc, oiid 
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\bu4lient, kind to the willing soldier, severe npon the ahaffler, tbe 
aool of honour, a pery prince among men, Sergeant Caref haa left 
upon mj memory aaaociations of friendahipa and estwm, which death 
aloati can destroy. But bere lie vas, lookiag as bappy as if he had 
htd an hoor'B rest, or as if fais airaost empty hnvcrsack oonUined 
anything but a morset of the teoderest portion of an aged horae, 
Aniongst tbe officeia of tbe régiment Sergeant Carcy was knowti tu 
"the sergeant with the grand bcard," thia aame beard being iiow 
docoraterl with idcles aa large aa the cartridge of a Chassepot or a 
Suider. 

"Oood œormng, Sergeant," oaid I, retuming bîa salutation; "ia 
itcold OQUideT 

" Wall, sir," aùd he, looktng down at bîa sîngniarly frosen beanl ïrlth 
au expreamou of wtut, I soËpect, had jiut a littb tinge of admiration, 
"my beanl ia my tbermometer, and I scu thnt tt marlca fïftc«n bcloir 
zéro, just," and be strrtked the aaid beard, or rather the idcloa which 
were apponded thereto, I alvaya tbonght tbere was some pocaliar 
property in Carey's beard, foi tbe particles of frost nestlcd in it 
vith a tcnacity wbicfa I bnd Dot remaAed is the beards of othor 
men. 

Now, I thongbt tbo contents of my flask might belp to thaw th« 
frœt from off tbîa remarkable bean], and by the mauner Caniy ac- 
cepted the invitation to try îta effecta, T tbink he hnd a aomewhxt 
aimilor belîef. Poor foUow, it waa like drcppiug a pièce of carbcmlo 
acid npon a block of îce. But it doca a (cllow ail the good in tbo 
woHd ui>on s biUer morning, when boar froet covore hill and vallny, 
and nestlea upon shnib and tree as boantifully dolicAte ai dayli{[bt 
upon tbo waat« of waters. 

"Ah, tbat's the atuff, CaptAÏn, for a «ampaign,' aaîd tbo ScrgMint, 
wbcn he had paid the penalty of the drain in tbe shApu of a vigor- 
oiu ihiver, ineb oa » «paniol gJTM when it emergM from a pouL 
"U they gaK ns aome of that iastead of thdr rcgolatlos doaca o( 
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Boup, and notfaing in it, twice a day, they might expect a maii ta 
march thirty-sîi hours out of forty." 

Just then the regimontal call souuded beautifully shiill upoii tke 
moming air. 

"That's for the sergeant-major," I saîd, as the four notes at the 
end indicated the rank of the man for whom the bugle aounded. 
Without a Word Carey placed his kepi upon hia head, left the tent, 
and I vas once more alone. It waa etill dark, and ail around the 
fizz of damp green wood etruggled through volumes of Bmoke, from 
which a Boldler ahrinks more surely than he does from a vigorous 
fasilade. Tlie little lamp attached to the teat pôle gave sufficient 
light to enable me to make my easy toilet, nhich conaisted of Sndiiig 
my kepi, and buckling on my aword. If we had time, I might in- 
deed, indulge iu a wash, but that waa not always a comeatable 
luxury. 

" The Company is to parade under the command ot an ofGcer, Cap- 
aîn, immediately," aaid Carey, who had just tetumed. "A man to 
be ahot, sir." 

"How ia the company to tum outl" 
"With arma and ammunition, but without sacka, air." 
"AU right! muater ail the spare men, l'Il corne myaelf." And 
aivay he rattled, and aoon I heard the clnsh of bnyoneta as 
tlie men unlocked the rifles from the fais-etaux. It waa bitterly 
cold, and aa the men fell in, wet, hungry, and wretcbed-looking, 
more fit for the hoapital than the 6eld, more like ahadows than lîke 
Boidîera, wanting in everythîng aave the indomitable apirit of their 
rA::e, I thought the limit of thcir endurance had beea reached. As 
I looked along my already diminished company that mlsty December 
. moming, I could not but think that it is the miseries, and not tha 
dangers, of a aoldier'B life, that ahould form the brightcst chapter iu 
his hÎBtoTy. But a^ray with rêverie, the battalion was ready to 
march, a word of command, and wc rattle along the broken ground, 
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«vor • ditch or two, out upoo the rostd, "pick up the step,'' :>tid 
Away for tbe place o( exécution. Just theo I thought I would havo 
time to inquira iulo the nature and the crime committcd hy thfl 
condemnod miu). Bad he outroged persun, stolca property, or com* 
mitted un net of insubordination t Nothiog o( the kindt He was 
a hoy volunteer, and hod simpty dleposed of boine of his kit for ft 
fev frauca in order to buy food to appcasc his roverious appedte; 
It WB8 sidd, indeed, that il wu merely one of his régulation ahirta 
ihat be bad sold, but for tbe trutb of that I could nut voucb. Bot 
huw Snnly and cootly bo stood amidst tbe cîrcle of fîxed bayooeti 
trith nhicb he naa Burrouudcd, and ovon found tiraa to piteonsly 
ji ku that be would bave "tio knapsack to cairy on bis next long 
marcb." But just al the liioitâ of our c&inp, vhere some chastwnn- 
*-[)i«d were abivering on grand guard, iiito a Geld, and tbore before 
as WB aaw the forumost companiea of uur régiment forming threit 
ï-idu of ft square. Wu suon arrived at the fatal Bpot, too plainlj la 
Jjr'itfd by a ivooden peg drivcii in tbe ground. 

Il wM a Bolemn moment! tt waa, too, tbe first military exécu- 
tion we bad aeen in l'iaoce, and the aickly eenaatioo ot s oew hur- 
ror crept orer us ail. But the drums beat, and the bugle flourisbcd 
a« the eacort arrived. and tbe youtb took bis place beside tbe fatal 
landmark. Bo cast on« look around, as if searcbing for soroe fanii- 
Uar face, and aa the 8un sbed its earljest raya across tbe belt of 
landacape, tbe sbadow of tbeir gleam fell lightly npon his calm atiU 
conntenanc», and then the stillnewi of dmtb followad. An offiocr un- 
mlled an ominona looking aheet of footacap paper, and thcre waa do 
a >und in bcaven or on ewth, until he '«ad the sentence of tbe coart- 
martiaL AU tbe while tbe geolle b'ailnf; of the youthfoJ aoldier 
infloanoe men'a bearta, and makea tb^m wiah atninge tbin^ îndc«d. 
Bat the eriaia aoaii approaohed, ar tba boy-soldier — I cauuut any 
cnlprit — todt off hia mlUtary Jai^^t, and threw it gently on the 
ground, showiug the figure ol a finnly-aot young nun. Ee took hie 
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place (10 cear tlie woodea peg, that I thought it would fraiisfix tiim 
K he fell, and forgettîng for thc second tbat lia would foU a corpse, 
I Ihought of the pain the contact inight catiae him. No mînister of 
God attended him to soothe the laat moments of hia lifc. He waa 
of another creed and of anotber country ; France waa not his home, 
He took hia stand alone, and carried hiniself with the caimness 
of a true aoldier aa hia eyea were bandaged, He made no motion, 
he apoke no word, and obeyed the order to "kneel" more like a 
Christian martyr than a man on whom the ahadow of a crime could 
reat TLe firiog party took position tea paces frora the fated yonth ; 
the oiScer in comm.ind raises Iiis sword for " aira," lowers il for 
" fire,'' and the fair young Polish. aoldier la a corpae I But the 
buglea Bound again, and as I turned round to give some ordcrs to 
the men, I detected more than one moist eye, and aaw the firmly-set, 
proud features of Sergeant Carey half averted from my gaze. I 
remember, too, many a day after, the daring gallantry of the very 
men vhom 1 had secn tbat moming visibly afTictod by the exécu- 
tion of a boy, I knew theae very men to be brave almoat to 
rashueae, and even, under a nitirdi.rous fii'e, cool almost to apnthy. 
Yes, if you want men who will " niarch tu death with military glee," 
laite the tender-hearted and the gentle, take men who will " not 
wantonly tread npon a worra." 

It was cuBtomary, I heard, for the régiment to march past the 
executed man in single file, but ne were qoickly takea away ofter 
the sergeant of the fîriug party had givcn the coup de grâce. Open 
columna of companïea, "par Itfiane droit, droit !" and the long, thin 
Une of red-breeched aoldiers wos gaily marching back to camp 
Of the dead man we thought no more. 

■ CoYBT bi« bone» orer with «tonei, 
Ea il Dulj ■ Kilâier whom nobodj oirn*.** 

grave waa dug, and bcfore the Bon had climbeJ the skirt of 
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iber which lay behind onr encampment, ba would be buried in tlie 
'e^rd of the handaome little churcli tbat topped the neigh.bûur- 
ihg hill upoD which Breagy was built. 

But thc day was weli advanced, the steel grey cloads, away np<m 
the Bouth-eaatcm homon, wera fringcd with etrcaka of ailveiy day- 
ligbt. Magpies in ominone niunbers perched about the deserted 
encninpinent to pick the scanty remuants of the eoldiera' spare re- ' 
piut ; villagera strolled about the place, and slid along the Irozan 
ground in their canoe-like taboti, pitying and praying, but sellîng 
tbeir comjilurei ail the time. The tenta were struck, and beadon* «nd 
marmUa were eveiywhere in réquisition, and emitted steam from 
onion Boup or garlic The famished goldiera wero vainly tryÎDg lo 
" manufacture " a moraing meaL 

As we drew near tlie place where our tenta had Btood, I saw ail 
in préparation for the baggnge-wFiggon. Andy lookiog radiant at 
liis saccesa in the cumne, Breakfaat ready ; never mind the sinewy 
steak, nor be toc faatidious as to its bue, & raveiioua appctite mnkM 
■Jl the différence in the wortd. 

" Where ia Lieutenant M'AJevey, Andy f I askcd ; wondering »t 
wbat delaycd my lieutenant Srom his meal. 

" Begorra, I don't know, eir ; but I think be la in thnt directinn,* 
repUed the miscbieroiu Andy, caatbg a dangerooaly-knowing look 
towards the right of oor battnlion. 

And Bure enough. Lieutenant M'Alerey vna in that directioa 
cracking jokes nith a pretty vivartdùre, wbom be compellMl to 
laugbingly letreat from the storm of his wittieiains. Bat M'AleYC|r 
wu aoon by onc aide, endeavouting to &x a sinewy stonk upon tho 
point of an itapruTised fork. 

We wera jolned by Mr. Cotter «nd Dr. Madteo, and notwilfatUuid- 
ing the too^uoiÉ of tii« beef, sooceeded tn app«adDg our votmIoi» 
tpfVtiti» with ita HToory tnorMla. Htingw i*, indeed, the beat of 
kll uucea. PhysiulugitU iay that a vancty oj fuod ia guod for 



"Hl COUPAONIX ntLANDAISX. 

nian ; if thîit bc so, soldiera in the Freoch army on a campaign are 
not provided witb ail that ia bénéficiai or beat for their créature 
comforts. But it is wonderful how even tbs once fastidioua epicures, 
wbo, perhaps, abuaed innocent ffarçons, and awore at tbe favourite 
cooks of their metropolis, how they quickly acconutiodate them- 
eelves to tbe Deceasitiea of tbe times, and devour liorse steak with nll 
the relifih of a gourmand. Latterly, the French military authoritieB 
bave, I believe, incieaised tbe quantity of rations wliicb was allowed 
to tbe Froncb aoldiers dnrîng tbe late war. Frenchmen, as a nile, 
are vBiy poor eaters iadeed. A moderato Irisbman wonid eat i\ 
Freiicb pensant out of house and home. At best tbe French troopa 
had not enough to eat ; tbe men were scarcely ever satialîed. As 
for tbe Iriab aoldier, It waa literal starvation— tbey never had 
enougb. Were it not for tbe ordinaire, to which cacb man had to cou- 
tributi! tbree *jus everyfive laya, tbey would not hâve been able to 
marcb. Of this, howover, there could not be much to comphtin of, 
as ail were treated olike Even the offîcera had ho more than enough, 
altbough provided witb extra rations. Two lieutenants had the 
rations of three privâtes; a captain had the rations of Iwo privatea ; 
vrbîle Comnumdanls had tbe rations of tbree privâtes, and so on in 
proportion to rank. It is not to be supposed that oEBcers hâve 
better appetites than their meu, but there are always bangers-on in 
proportion tu the rank, and waste doea away with much of tbe food. 
Bat man, of ail the animais, can benr the greatest privations. The 
aoldiers of the Irisb Company bore the traces of hunger upon their 
countenances, but the constant marching and counter-marcbing, with 
tbe buatle of. caœpaignîng, hardly gave them titne to brood over 
their condition. 

" I don't thick the Iriah soldîer has degcnerated in his digestive 
organsat Icast,"BaidDr. Mackcn, as if be was expressing the opinions 
■e at that moment coursing through our minda, 

U A, la JlrJiciiK, par example," repiied Mr. M'Aïevey, as he sig- 
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tiitioantly nodded towards the doctor, who waa engaged devoiirlng .111 
enormoiis steak off a tongb old charger. 

" Well, you know,'' retorled the doctor, " it has often Twen ro> 
marked that a people are iiever cognizntit of n dectitie in tlieir owa 
pliyaical oc moral degenerncy. The Romans undor Juliua Didianns, 
bellered themseWes the equnla of their predecessors under Atigustiu: 
Yet," he added, delighted U> bave mounted one of hia hobby-horaea 
— Anoîont tliatory — " of the two perioda that of the Imperatora waa 
imroeaanrobly the more brilIinDt Hia " 

" Oh, Btop, for mercy'a Mke, doctor, doii't run into the graves o( 
ihe coQtemporaries of that tîme. W«'U guess tbe rest about thftt 
goldcu âge of Iiatin pootry, but, in the mcanttme, allow as to con- 
Biime oar portion o( this ancicnt cheval, wîthout epriDkling it witli 
tho dmst of Virgil or of Livy." 

" But," remonBtrat«d Dr. Mschen, " I was abont to draw a corn- 
IiarisoD unfavonnble to yonr chivalroua aelf.'' 

" Impossible," repliod M'Alevoy, " I ani the Bwyard of modcni 
warfare, geotle in quart«rs, a lion in tbc Geld, oiUy," hn added, utta 
iw, " I would rather my grcatest enemy to bu kiclcing me dowa 
SackviU»«treet, Uian to be in a real combat." 

" No donbt," rcplied tho doctor, " you coiisider ynureeK cqoal to 
yoor progcnltors, junt as DidUnns conaidered hîmxutf tho eqoal o( 
AugvatoB, You think younulf oqual to tbc dt-eds of CUr« «t 
RAmilUOB or Foutetioy, ur of that wondnius ocbinvcment of th« 
[ri«h rcgiment of Dillon, when they aculed tbc alnioHt imprognabla 
|>o«ilion of tho Tyrolwia, but you are ïii etror mnn ami.' 

Carthor badinag* ma iiiterruptud by tbo arrivai of one ot Dr> 
Mackcn'» hospital ««rgeants, nsquisting the diiclor'x prosonce at thft 
fielJ Ambulance, and he soon left ui In fnll possamion of tha 
tenté of oor comp-ketUea. 

But w« got the rODt« boforc ira hnd flniihcd our ropast Thoc 
indeod iher» «a« a loene of hurry. Ai the bead of tlie coliuna 
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began to move, orderlies ruahed about in frantic haate, while aor- 
geHUts were busy putttng tbeir companies in order. But we were 
1 time. In France tha battaliona alternately march either witli 
the firat or laat company in front ; if thia were not the case, we would 
hâve always been ïn reie of our battalion on the line of march. 
In our turn, however, we led the battilion, and when the Comman- 
dnnt placed himself at the head of La Compagnie Irlandais', we 
aaw thftt we were to march by the left, and it waa our place to be 
fîrat away. Back to Bourges agùn ; back over the aame road whïcb 
we had traversed the day before. 

The day was fine, and the march nnînterupted with any peculiar 
incident beyund the one common to ail marches— blistered feet, men 
failing away, some ainking on the road, aome groaning with pain, 
dead and dying horsea, brokeu boots, and hnngry men wîth empty 
Ij4tversacks. Behiud us the roud waa dotted with soldtera nho had 
fallen out of the ranks, and who Iny upon heapa of atones or loga o( 
wood — perhapa to die. Gainbetta's decreea about courts- martial 
had been fuund a failure — tbey were not practicable. And bd tho 
day wore on, and il was well into the eveningj darknesa had settled 
orer the fertile soil, when in the distance the lighta from Bourges 
attracted our attention, looking like fire-fliea in the dark unboapi- 
tnble night. Another hour brought us to the town, and then we 
wheeled into a flebi, through which a amall atream couraed merrily 
along, but where the soi! waa reekiiig with wet, and yet where we 
had to make our bivouac for one night more, My tent, however, 
waa nowhere to be found, tbere was aomething wrong with the 
otBcere" baggage. Andy, poor fellow, had auccnmbed to la miterf, 
and had foUen out on the march, so Sergeant Carey undertook the 
taâk of hunttng up the ofScera' baggage. For fully an hour he 
floundered about the carta, paying no attention ta rcmcnstrances of 
the aentries, puahing his way where less bold men would hoaitate to 
entet. He wos )>uleed a woudeiful man, he could do what be U&ed 
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rn the régiment, his commanding form and vigorous mind <}Verawed 
the privâtes and souè-offidersy while his magnificent beard and sol- 
dierly bearing secured for him the good wishes of eveiy offîcer in the 
régiment Although an humble man, I hope it may be my lot to 
meet again in life so tme a friend, so tenderhearted a man, and se 
chivalrous a soldier. But it was no use; it failed even Sergeant 
Carey, and we were compelled to huddle into a nook at the suburba 
of the town^ where we had tha comfort of what M'Alevoy callcd, 
"the soft side of a deal board." 
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CHAPTER IS. 

" Ât Ohnstmiu ptaj nnd maïe good ch^er. 
Por CbristniBB ooœes but oocB a jear." 

WiTHERED, ïnâeed, waa the " garland of war " for France in tlie 
last daya of December, 1870, Even hope had almost fled. Lika 
Francis the First, when lie wroto from tàe Impérial camp, near 
Pavia, France Afi oneman might say "Ail ia lost, save bonour." Tbs 
garriaon in Paria vibb nearly starving, Le Mans had fallen, Tours 
had been captured, and Boargea niight be occupied any day. In 
tie Dortb, Havre waa threatened, and the poor levies of General 
Zougard in Normandy could make but a sorry reaiatance againat the 
vétéran aoldiera of the Red Prince. In the East Von Werder waa 
preasiug the siège of Belfort with [tersiatent, and indeed, gallant 
valour, which the little gamaon as gallantly withatood. In the 
army the French ofScere looked upon the war as virtually over, and, 
for a while, I even feared that La Compagnie Irlandam would serve 
ils tenu and retiirn to Ireland without having aeea any more nf 
actual work. 

" Yia, indeed, an' a nice figure we'll eut gain' back to the ould 
aod, without aa much ae having a Qerman trophy to bringhome; bad 
luck to thim, they niight give us a chance anynay 1" aaid Timothy 
Marks, aa we marched ont o£ Bourges the following morning, and 
, took the rond once more to Mehun, and ita aaaociationa of misery 
and mud. Mr. M'Alevey might, indeed, find sonie crumba of com- 
foft nmidst the heaps of accumulutcd fîlth with which it abo'j.->ded. 
I cbouglit he took more care of the twirl of hiâ moaatacUios, and 
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tbat iiow aiid again he paEsed his fîngersalong thBÎr/->.'^-(Jends to 
lOhke tbem sUnd out, a la militaire. Nearlj ail the mou &llow«d 
their beorda to grow ; iiideed ahuving on a c-imprii^n ù a disagreo- 
tble ordcftl, and might be genorally dispensed with, in iiine msis ont 
of ten, to tlia comfort and conveniâDca of alL It was late wbeti vft 
reached Mehan, and thcre was no straw ta be bad eitber for olficgn 
or men. AJl hsd to rough it on tlie groupd. Onr baggage tnrned 
up, tenta were pitched, aod after & haaty repast, we threw ouraelvea 
upun the ground to elcep as snundly, as if we hod the luxmy of 
spritig tnattross or a Iwd of down under ua. The oliiuere irere, io- 
d(Md Uilorablj well off; each of thcra had four of five shcep akii 
sewn together in tUe abape of a ba^, und with the addition of 
bl'inket ojid a gnmt co»t, were able to sloop vcry wcll npon thrfr 
ciunpaign beda. The tncu, liowever, were. in a pitiable con- 
dition. For nif ow» part, I would not Mk an Iriah dng to go 
Uirongh the hardshipa incidental to the nintor running cuinpaîgn în 
tbe I''nnoh army. Life haa notbing more horribly dnunatic. 
die of mitory like a dog in « ditch, ia uot the end whîch 
anIicJjMile when tbey voluntoor (or (oreigii aerrice. The Accident cti 
battle ia nothing. For that, ail suldiera are prei>ared ; but to 
worn out with famine ; to be lit torture from bad boota, with 
aorea eating loto the fleah ; to be harraBsed mth pcrpetaal uid 
len marches ; to be ueatly naked in an atinoeiihere ten and Aftceit 
legrew bclow xoro, while atretchtng ujton tho frozcn ground, tbo 
nûn or Uiow ponring ttpon joai pervon, ia a fato I ahuuld nercr 
tUie to Be« a bund of Iriahnwn «uornutur fur any nation bat th«tr 
-ïini. With oScera it ia of courue dtffurent, thi^y cnn pmvide tôt 
;hflinselns, «id, tbuy take veiy good cara tlukt iiucb provî- 
^on ahuuld be aa ample ta pOMÎble. Nor do I Ihink it right 
tliat officers ehuuld wiffer aa much a« the nuik and liln. If it w<n 
■O, they tiM would bonimu invalidod or itùp/trntd; and n "bip wÎIIk 
«Ut k holiu il ft *hip withmtt a heod. But thor« w«ra ■mue ot 
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Iriah soldiera who would liave their joke, coma weal corne wuo. 
Timothy Marka was, as usnal, the inedium oi the "greec powder." 

" Well," said Tim, looking down at the ground atid Bcanning tlie 
pittce be hiid to lie upOD as keeiily as if it v/ere a bed of thistles, 
" well, sure îts soft Rnjbow ; there'a no danger of gettïng bed Hores 
OF aoy other sores from coming in contact with genuine, eàsj, soft 
Boil." 

"Wbo knowB maybe ve'U bave worae before tbe campugn is 
iiver," eaid one of Tim's companions, tryiug to find some conaulalion 
iji the gloomj présent, 

" That's pleasant anybow," said Tint, as be spreod Hs bknket 
upim tbe ground, aal unroUed bis patch of tent cloth. " Maybe 
wc will bave a woree bed than tbis before tbe campaign ia over; but 
if we du, I hope it will be on tbe otA«r aide of the groimd," he 
added, wîtb an empbasis on otlier which made it nnpLeaaantly su^- 
gesdre of vnder. 

But the wearied troopa were aoon trying to catcb tbe luxury of a 
few onra' repose, Tbe tattoo aounded, and an occaaioual cbidlenge 
from % factimiaire, the ncighing of a borse, or tbe crackiiig of a 
bomîni,' pièce of wood that waa piled upon tbe fitca to keep them 
tighting nntil moming, were tbe ouly sounds to be heard. Next 
moming we were away to Yierzon, where the cavaby of ftince 
Frederick 'Charles had been making a raid, and where the f^isce 
iiinu plf was espected ta make an attack in person, in order to eut 
■ommunicati m between Tours and Bourges. Tbe moming waa 
Di tterly cold, wd the encampment waa sbeatbed iu anow, tbrougb 
«bi ch the troo i9 struggled on to tbe road. 

" CaptaÎD, do you know it ia Cbriatmaa Eve," aaid M'Alevey, u 
he Wii Iked beside me, bis usually merry-Iooking face wearing a eom^ 
what aad expre sion. Acd, indeed, so it waa, Cbriatmaa Eve, 1870. 

Cbri>:tmaa, wîtb ail ita assoctationB of home and happiness ! 
Cbriatmaa, with ita caiola, and witb its comfgrta! Chhstuiaa, with 
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ts reunions and ils merry-making, ita atones, and its pictures of hope, 
bright, juyoos hope, in the bappy homes of tfae deax old luud! 

Aroand the heaitlistones in holy Iretaud the scattered members 
of many b. fntu.y were once more seeking the sbeller of the pnrents' 
wing. How the tlioughta flew faomeward, homenard to the lovod 
ones whom we tnïght nerer see again, Ëven M'Âlevcy cea»ed bis 
tUerritaent. and I could trace doep thought upon hia f^e as legibly 
as if it w«re writUn in charactera of iroo. But liow difiereut tfae 
Cliristmas of the soldiore of La Compagnie Irlaiulaùr. 

Tliia was a CliriBlinaa of fatnîue aiid of troat: a Cbrîstnias wlien 
blistered and ulcored feet appe&Ied to Katnre for relief: a Clirietiuos 
of tniacry vrhen man's thougbts were so much vrapt up in tbe folds of 
hta nwn agonising pain that be caunot think of anytbîug but tUe 
présent, Tbera are ctages of tiuman wretcheduess wheo we tbiiik 
nf ouT«elv«s alone. There are certain conditions of Ufe wbicb absorb 
ail our tbouçhta, and make ua even more selRah thon Katuro, in her 
urdinary «ny, întended us to be. As we wheolcd into the plaça 
niarVed ont for onr encaïupmeut at Vierzou on Cbriatmaa Hve, 1870, 
tbere were fcw, if any, of the men of the Iiish Company u|)oii irimao 
fnuue ibe rigour of the campaign had not wndo sad bavoc Tba 
giuund, too, waa as bard as froat 1 7 degrees be<low /eru could make 
it. Our portion ot the «ucauipmeut «as ploiigbed l&od, oud tha 
little Riouiida of eartb liad hardcned into iron conaiaUn'ry and ran- 
dcred waUciug a t«ak of diŒcnlty and diuiger. Tbia waa tbe toldi^^t 
night I evcr fdt In France. Sorgeaut C^urey, wha had scrvcd ia 
tbo Crimua, «aid tbat tbu cold tbat Cbriatmaa Eve at Vierion va« 
mure intcnnu tbun ho over felt ît to be lu Ruaala. The koen fmtjr 
air nlmost eut into the «yutcui, and tbti faces of tlio mon becamu 
blue and puRy, as tbe wirtn current of blnod bocame snspended. 
Âmund many s half-pilebcd tent «imc companion of a frost-bltteu 
BubUer mi^t b« spcd ondonvouring tu cnox vitolity back to the fc«t xA 
liiaau<leringfrieud,bymeaiuof inctioa Tbo grouod waa too liani tw 
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pennit of the wooden tent-pegs beiiig driven throagh ita granît6-like 
snrface, The teuts were in no cases well pitched, and the men lay 
in beapa under the covering, moaning and shivering with pain and 
cold. 

In tbe Criinea, even durinj tha 6rst irioter, it was a eitting 
earapaign, mhere the troops settled down to their work, often wîth- 
out changiag their quiirtera for mouths. The aoldiore always had 
tenta, and often atovea. Eeds were improviaed even in the earliest 
days of the Crimean war, and clothicg wos, at ail times, immensely 
superidr to that of the poorly clad Freuchmen of 1 S70. In France, 
however, with the thermometer 15 or 16 degrees below zéro, it waa 
a rnnning campaign, aud thero could be little or no provision tnadc 
for tbe settled comfort of tfaa troopa. It nas iudeed la misère. It 
waa to the mea of La Compagnie Irlandaise a Chriatmas full of 
aorrow; a Christmaa of famine, of frost, and of disease. Ei^ht of 
the mea had already succurohed to the chances of war, and I couldn't 
help thinking, aa I left the eacampmcnt that night to aeek abeltor 
in a peosaut'a cottage, that this Christmiia Day would find sonie 
of the Iriah soldiera frozen to death, and I waa eomewhnt diacomforted 
the foUowing morning when Sergeant Terence Byrne came to my 
quartera aod aaitl— "Eight men died from coH, sir, laat night." — 
nntil upon ioquiiy I found ît waa eight men in the battalion, not in 
the Company. I never aacertaîned whether the figurea were an ex- 
aggeration or not, although I un sure tbey were given to Bergeant 
^rne aa correct 

My new orderly thought tbe cold aevera enongh to canae the milch 
cows to give " icB creani" at their milkiuga, and save the neceasity •^i 
manufacturlng tbat aiticle of luxury. But my attendant was pretty 
comibrtable, as he busied hîmaelf preparing our Chrïatmaa breakf.ist, 
M'Aleveyaucceeded in buying a fowl from tUe proprietors of the 
cottage, aud bis orderly was busy disaecting its aomewhat aga 1 
Umba, and tlirowing them iuto a pot full of watcr that ateamed upon 
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the Btove. Our hosl — tbat ia, onr hoel from receaaity — was iul»r J 
rested, too, in oiu comforts, and vos hney proparing some onloo Boap J 
fût OOT morning mesl. I oftea wondered how cheaply tlie Frenclil 
peasaotr; could lire. A few oniona roasted, witli a little greaMl 
Dpon ft pan, » crust oF toasted bread, and three or four pinls of 
vater addad, will do a fauily for a meal, provided they get ttidr 
ean^fon of wine, and a morsel of bread in additioa Our bust, too, 
waa comtnaiiicative abuut tbe late Ublan raid on Vienton, and took 
pains to trace, with a wavy motion of his ann, the route of the doring 
cavolry eoldlers of Qermany. He shoived us some souvenirs of the 
fight that took place among tLe vineyards, and juat befure hîg tloor 
two IJhlang bit the dost, " and hère are their c-ips and sabres," he 
addcd, bringing two lancer caps and two cavalr; sabres from an ad- 
joining rooro. " Yuu see," he contiuued, " whcre tbe viues and i 
cereal crope of laat year were sown, just on the margin of that clomp I 
uf tomber; weU, a squadron of Uhlons wcre driven in amongat tha J 
lines by a body of Franc-tireurs who occupied the wood, and the I 
hoiaea plnnged and reared amongat the vine prups, until aome of J 
them bccome impaled b; the pointed sticks." 1 

Christmas Day passed with the uaoal routine of camp life. Ther« J 
must hâve beeu thousauds of men amongst the troops wlio did not even I 
know that it was the nnniTersary of ibe coming of the Meaûah 1 
Tbere is not much reUgion in a Frencbmau's beart. The Legjtimjst» 1 
alone are piouslj incUned. 1 

" It is wo, sir," aaid a bourgeois to me, as we were abont striking 1 
our teuts at Vicrion, on St. Stepheo's Diiy, 1370 — " it is we, ibi: I 
Lcgiliniiats of France, who are the upholdera ot moral bw thruugh 1 
oui tho [xmntry, and whcrover you eco the Jleitr-dt-lù, you m«y 
II* «ara that nligiuns training, and the path of virtna loUgw in Us 
wnke." 

" By the way," I aakcd, " what i» the origin of the jfrurv/Wù /* 

"Wfli," ropUod the bourgvols, "authjriiiui aru divîJfJ aa to 
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whether the celebrated emblem ia derived from the wLitelîly o! the 
garden, or from the flag of Iris, wWohj aa geiierally represented, 
resemblud it botk in fona aiid coluur," 

"But I thiiik I besrd that it liad something to do with an old 
custom of the Frank» nt tbe pruclamation of their kiiigs." 

" Yea, it is ao si>ppnsed," he replied. " In olden iimes it waa the 
ciistom to elevate the new king upon a shield or target, and i^ace 
in Lis hnnd a reed or flag in blossom, instefid of a scoptre, tutd 
from tbence tbe kîng9 of the first and second race of France are re- 
presented witb sceptres in their hands, lik& the ilag with its flowers, 
and which flowers becan» the araioriid figures of France." 

" The story is qiiite aa absuriî as your other elories crf kingîy 
virtues and Divine riglit,'' said a Wonsed peasant, wbo stood by the 
8ide of the bourgeois. " I »a_ipoae you'U expert us tt> believe that 
thia jUur-de-iis of yours came down from beaTen, or that an angel 
gave it to King Clovis al his baptîam, and the like — bogh '" be 
added, tossîng bis head contemptously aside, " Frenchmen hâve 
outlived such rubbLsb, and the least that is said of Ic^timate virtW 
anl Divine ri^ht the better," 

Juat then n corpe of Frauc-tireurs passed by, their theatrkal unï- 
form and easy carnage giving thera tbe appearance ot being, in every 
eense, the class of aoldlers tlieir name implied. 

"A fine lot of fellowa," said Dr. Jlacken, wbo came aiid atood 
bsside me. " Prussia should he tbe last nation on tbe face of the 
e.irth to object to tbe establishment oî Free Corps in any country. 
The hiatory of ISOC, sbould be enongb to make every man iu 
Prussitt deuounce the severïty with which thèse nicn are being treat«d 
by the German tronps. Do you remeniber, Captain," contiuued 
Dr. Ittackon, '"that it waa oiving to the waut of irregular battaliona 
that Prussia coUapaed iu 1806, while the anthoritiea, both civil 
and inilitary, did nll they cuuld to make, not free-sbooters, but aeaa- 
sius of theii countrymcn t" 
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"I forgot my Allisira," I replieiî, "but would Ulte to licur tlui 
drcnmBtances from you." 

"01), I doii't remember mucli," said the doctor, "bat I buliev 
is a fact, that in 1S07, Fra&ua attempted tu orgnnizc bniids nf ns- 
snssins to deatroy the French, and that one of tliu distinctivo fcatnrcB 
of tboBc banda wiis that tliey wore do unifonn of any kJiid, eo ti 
they raigUt pasa anknawQ afCer they haâ accoiiipUalied thetr fatd 
pnrpose." 

"But tbc Frenoh OoTcrnmcnt haa ncted wUdy in ordering tbitt) 
ait bands of Franc-tireurs Nlmll be att.tched to an Army Curpa a 
nctire service, and they thus obtain the protection of regular trooi»^ 
enict l>Ir. Cotter, who joined iia in our convereation. 

But tho free-shotitera passed along, snd unlcra camo for thfl bcigaj» 
to march into the town, whero tha Ironps woro to be billolod. K 
waa joyouB news for the men of the lirgim^nt Etranfrr; at la«t Ui^ 
were tci hâve the conitorl of a ft'W days' repose. Tho wwither, ta% 
clenred iip; the air, nithough iiiteiis(!ly culd, bccninc criip and di7|. 
and tlie troops ctû'jyctl their slrair bcds, and a comparative abaiw 
daiice of food, nith opicurran rrlish. 

lu the racautiiDC tlio (J^rman niccessea wero, more nnd mor» 
cstdhliahing «itcconive mîlltary liocti acruas the croiintry. With tha 
exception of l'am, Ilnvru, and a fcw pbcca in Nonnandy i 
Picdtdy, Iho entirc coontiy, nortli of tlio Loiro iras in their hati 
On the 27lh of DfCcmWr, Moiint Avron, au outwork, coottracb 
by the Prend) on tho nortli «ide of Paru, was nucMWfnUy bombudwl 
by tlio cncuiy, n-ho uccupiiîd the fort the following d^y, and iu a fe«r 
days folloning they nilenced Ports Romy, Noisy, and Nogcnt, th« 
adraiiced workfl of the Prcnch on thcir north-castcrn front. Krtrry* 
thiiig puinted to a spcody tcrmîuatioD of the trar. Ilitherto it waa 
our forttiDV, or mi&foTtunc, to W a>rny from tlio Kcne of tho heavy 
flghting. At Caeik wu intn dclaynl exptvttng recruils wha aever 
nmved, oIm vo sbontd havo participtitod iu the flghting in « 
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arouad Orléans, At Baiirges I had W go to the Genearal in eominnnil, 
and requeat to be sent to the front ; five day» elnpsed, notbiiig was 
donc, and diiring thèse five diys Orléans wm re-mpturecl, and tboso 
hopefiil combats of Cbivolj-, and Artiny ïvere fotight. Oiir régiment 
piirticipated in ail tbose figlits, and were it not for the poàtive 
imbectlity of the auiborities, ^e woutd biivc shared the glory of thnee 
viotoiies idao. And then wben we joined our régiment, day bj' dny 
we expocted tn be attacked in force by the army of Prince Frodericfc 
Charles, Bourges lay rigbt before him; os a stratégie position, he 
shoidd attauk tho pince if be intended to adviince. Bourbnki had 
taken tbe greater por^on of the nrmy to the Etst, fully especting 
tbftt pur corps would bave tbe taalc of defending Bourge» against Ihe 
hitberto sucoessful Prince. Eut Frederick Charles advanced no far- 
thcr tban Vieraon, leaving ns in possession of ai! ihe nuTneroas ronds 
lending from Bourges to the Sotitb, nnd of tbe raîlwny cotnmunici'- 
tiona along the Loire to East and West. But it was the fortune of 
ytar, and yet it was mont painfid to see the company decînjnted by 
hard loarchin^, by famine, aud by frret, tUan by the biiUets or bayo- 
nets of tbe enemy. But we had ait a ji>you» time at Viernon. IVe 
were more than n week housed wîthin its limîts, exf«pt, indeed, 
when our turn for grand gunrd teft na ex[}«sed to the pierring 
weather. AH tbis, bowever, niade the men thoronghly eiperienced 
with thotr work, and tbey anmi Icnmed the mysteriea o{ erecting 
ffourhùi, and of providing sheller in the moet npprored fashioii. 
Yot it was cold, banb, trying wurk. Id Biimmer, iudeed, it wmild 
hare been cnjoynb'e— tlie nccessity oî being «m the yiii rive, fiimiih- 
ing aufficicnt cïcitement to cause every man to fecl an interesl in nll 
hîs surroundings. Ând then tbe patrols in the early grey of the 
mornins, when at »Dy moment from thîekot, bush, or shrltered 
timber, a volley might be Uirown upon the iwrty, <ir a cbai^ of 
Uhlana, cause tliem to form a little Bqunre, to resïst the de«]iemte 
onslaught. Yes, grand guord ia plenâant enougb in eummer, but it 
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K qnlte anothcr tliing wîth h [henni>nieter Ëfteen degrees bclow rers^ I 

with hunger and burd^bip in fnll possession of tho vibvl jwwers tAM 

men w1k> aro cxpcctciî to be ev*r active tutà rigUwit. 1 wutrîved;] 

howuver, tu uitike rumii fur the aergeaiito, on ttie Diiiiii post, insida J 

tlie little gour'iU wbich vis erected fur the nflicers wliea nt nttl 

pneticable, nnii Otrcy, DuiitieUAn^ the two lîymca, nnd Heniyl 

M'C-TOSsin, cften jiartMik of the ahelter of the interwuven bnuicbetfl 

DoiiroIIhIi was n ningnifioent 6i>ecinien of n man. He wjib nboMifl 

eij;lit-&iid'lwenly y eurs of Age, bix fe«t two, higli, «nd witli s]iuiilderftl 

brond unuugh to be tlie euvy «f n prixc-fîglitcr. lin wna, toos %m 

lainguLirif hftndswne man, nnd tlio ^ace nnd ense of bis cvery mov^l 

mont gave him an improssive ninnner. Kdiicat«d f*r th» EugltahH 

Ktavf, be B«rved loaiiy ycara in tb» 4lh Weat li»i)in ICvg^tneut, an^l 

wiiK beltfved by every oISt'w In Lis corps. When llw Wurt Intlnfl 

Togiinonta were dishAuded, Dixmellaii wim placcd ihi hnif pny, n4Mll 

BooD nflor commntad, and tbcn ultîinati'ly went tu France aod «U-% 

)isted iu the ranks «f tho Hfjmtnt KtiMitgtr. He was iu eretyl 

«onKo A noble iqiecitncii uf nn Irisli soldier. Hiti cimdtict nt 1^1 

battio of Orloaiis brouglit him nndcr the miticu iif liia Cimtiuindant^^ 

aiid be would buvo rocoivod a nimmiiision for liix gnllantry, bat ht«l 

Icnuwledge of the Frencb liinguago was ton Hinitud. llis bnvnyl 

WMS the tb(!iue of many a longue, but witb that native mudeety, ■ 

kowovcr, whicb ia ho vhaniùng in the md auldier, be was dumb I 

ni>rm hia own meriU, «nd it was oïdy in action thnl tliut gcntleouUl I 

^Hildier ahowod ail the raK>l gnllantry of hia race. ■ 

^M **At Orléans. Cup'taiitt" aaid liis ex-Cimmand<tnt la ino, " Don-I 

HlUin buluved wîth inuch bravery. Ile was une of tboUatUtl 

|Mjro BoroM the bridge, and evun knolt dovn in frniit.of a\\ onr I 

Bprai to take drlibomti.- aim at the advancing onciny. lliora wtm I 

HjMlitng ut raBbRo>«, but there vas evorything gf eoul dariDg Jo bb I 

HMsduet, and l hupu tu we the Crus£ nf tbe Légion of Houoiir d««J 

^htota bi> cbîvaln>ui b»a«t befurj maay daya." Sut fumno «id I 
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fatigue had donc their work upon liia frame, and Iiis atteimnted 
figure attesttid the harijâhips wbich he had oudured, miJ yet he vas 
uucomplaiiiing, doîug hia duty to the letter, aiid ahowitig biUIiant 
example of huw a delicately-re.ired gentleman eau endure ail tlie 
privations of a havd canipaigri, better, aye a hundred times botter, 
tb.iii some growling street Fowdies, who seldom Lad a whole meal 
in ail their lives. I reniember one iHorning, long before dawn, tak- 
ing Donnellan, three file of niea, aud a coiporal, out ou patrol ; 
we warched fully a mile beynnd the oiiter limita of our grand gunrd, 
and entered a coiintry aotaewhat undiiUting, aud dotted wilh 
clumps of traoi The air was ccild, snow covered tha route, and now 
aud again we haltcd, and tried to detect some eound that nûght iu- 
diciite the présence of the euemy, whom wo know to be closo at 
hand. We had entered a nairow de&Ie, akirted on either aide by a 
thick set hedga, while tha trees covered the ground which rase im 
eacliiiideuf tkaroadto a cousidurable altitude, It wasjnstaucha place 
aa would înduce an euemy to lie in wait for their (ms. The corpo- 
ral aud two luen raareked in front, wbile PonntiUau and I with the 
reuiainder wera about one hnndi'ed yard» behind. Saddeuly the little 
advance guard haltod, and over tlie aiiow-beaten route we could 
juât trace their tigitrea eiding oS înto the ditch beaide the road. 
Tliere was something in the wind, aud the corporal îb advaiice with 
laudablo foi-esiglit, iiiade no indication of hia Buspicioii, kno^ting 
tliaC we cuuld see hia raoTements. 

'■ Tiiere is snmetUiag up, Donnellan," I aaid, " move over iiuder 
the diteh — silence— h ush ;'' and just thea a low whistle suunded 
away over our heads, and appeared ta coma from the airy eniinence 
which neiirly overhung the road, The whistle was scarcely audible, 
and were it not for tlie rartfied Btate of the atmosphère, would bave 
beeu altiigethcr unheard, and yot it waa certain it could not liavo 
e tliau two hundred or three hundred ynrd s froni whure wo 
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" Did yta licar that, Donnelkn," I saïd in a trLi^j>er, oa the men 
croQclied tow uii(l«ir tli» dilch, " niore Ûie gaitU nnihUe uF yonr 
rifles very gently, dun't make » noiso or they may lieitf tlie dkk, 
Ëtcady, hiisli 1" aiid tlie ineu luul {>iil a eiirtridge iiilii tlio bvuedi uf 
tlicir riâisj with a& littlc iioisu a£ it wa« itUËfiiblt Ui iiinke. 

*' Tliere ia a vnJuable iiiveiition ojieii to aoiue nue uf iiieehanicfti 
braitis, Ckplaîu," euid Duniiclhin, " if tliey can nuke a ritta cume tO' 
fUl ew\, ivitiumt ciiu4rig tUat U-'U-Uile ' click.'" 

"YcB, therei*; buthera, Duiiiiclliui, Uke oiiâuf tku ra(.'n,s»dniov« 
(juictly to wLure tUe Cu^mimI 'h, xnd gcq wlutt it tlio uiottcr." ouil'. 
sjoii I sav the party rctuni aluiig tiie liusli, luuTing as eteoJtliîly a» x 
cm atiuut to [Htuuce upou lu pri'y. Jiut theu tbo luv, gunnlvtl 
wliistlu, jtgiûii Bouniled uyon uur eore. Our |HM>ilioii w:ia auythiug but 
a romfiirtaiilu one ; a uiile [ri>u ntm]), in n iiiurow delitu vliicli niay 
bc ucciii>icd by tlm cucmy, wbn wwe al ibal uiotncul, |Mlrlu|1^ «ar-' 
roundlug U8. I gnvc tlio ordcr t« retire, kec|iiiig cloau luider tbe' 
llilck'Hot buah, and atiiioet buggiitg iu llioniy braucliee, lu wc etolo 
iuhIlt iu wolcuiiiv nlieltcr. Ëvi'iy iil«ii va» Uken wilb uiillon, and 
ji]»t n* u'c wcrc nbuut lo jutJM iuUi the ojteu cuuiitry bcyoïtd, a oliot 
Iroiu a ritio wokc tlio Htillnesa uf tLo nioming witli its ominou* 
Miiiiid. In an iitstani niy lil.tlc comiuand u-ere ujhju tbeir knoca, 
aiid uot lill \ii»a did 1 urder ta " fix bayuii«tii," expoctliig «v«ry 
mumcat lo hcar liie nudi ni cavalrj, ur ibu tniiu[i ut iuf^intty, in 
frvot, ur bcbidc os. \Vc wcm wcU abultcred ia our rcor, uid cuuld 
iiiâict snmc (lunuliiuent a]H>ii an eiieniy ndvanriug atoiig ihu mura 
u[«n tuad. TluKii aiiutJior ehut eame in our iinmodiaU fiout, and 
ouuthvr, aud tliui a uiuiJl vuU«y Juaiied ihnnigli tbu tlie t/Ms aramiil 
u», and Uiu firin^ I)cciiin« ]iri'tiy {:i!iuuid ull aluug <mr cntire lit», 
Al ll>at niiiniciit we tbua^'Iit lltnC a portiim tif our linu liad been 
attiicLud, aiul liiat tlt« t^iii'iuy woa bctvcMi its nud mir [Mat. Ta 
VL'iilun iiitu tlie u[ii;n luad iiiigbt cxpou ua to tbe oiicmy, ind ta 
leauûu wbcrv w» wvni uiitil dayli^Ui luijjbt biad lo our caf-tiue. 
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" I think we hiid better venture to rejoiu the camp, Donnell.in," 
I aaiil in a wliisiier to my sergeant, who wua aa cool and as calin as 
it lie were abuut to tiike a promenade along some seqitestcred Liue 
in his native county — Qalway. " Put tlie men out in single file, 
about sis yards between each man, and we will trust to chance and 
niove ou rapidly fur our poat." If tlie enemy occupled the wooda 
around us, the moment we atepped îrom out the friendly shelter of 
tha hedge, & vullcy waa certuin to bo thrown upon us, and the 
whistle wlûch we ail heard, left little doubt upon our minda tliat 
such W.13 tha Case. 

I shall uever forget how coolly Sergâant Donncllan stepped out 
iipi>ii the road, hLs ride at full cock, and \m Suger upou the trigger, 
Thi>re wos not the shadow of émotion visible in hia countenunce, 
wliii;h I could pkiuly see aa I turned around and looked iuto hia 
handsome lace. Any lucond hijnaelf or hia cumpaniona mîght be 
Beat to ctcruity, und Ihat too, undcr circurastauces, whicli lack ail 
that soûl iuspirijig pomp and circumstancua which make nieu 
risk lifo for military fume. It la at suclt timea that tlie true 
Buldier ia trieil. TUe men, too, behaved with a coolneaa, which 
did infinité crédit to their iuuxperiencc But on we preased, peer- 
ing inU) the darkneaa, listeuing for the least audible souud, when 
suddcnly f rom out the gloom the Joyous challenge " Qui vive " 
fiOunded upon our eara. 

" France," I replied, as I heanl a dozen hsmmers pUced ou fuU 
cock, And saw dark blotchea, whidi I took for men, lining the road 
bcfore me. 

" AdvBUce and givo the rallUmeiU," and tlieii Sergeant DonncUan 
went kl front and over the pointed buyoneta o/ a dozen Frecchmen, 
lie gitve the counteraîgn for Uiu uiglit, and then a hurried conversa- 
tion took place between myself and the lieutenant in commaud of the 
party. We were still nentty a. mile from camp j dawn waa juat break- 
iug ; there waa a little covor on the spot ; I touk charge of the aquad, 
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and remained tbere untîl daylight hfld fairly aet in, and no enemy 
in view. The cause of Ibe firing I oever heard tiiorouglily explained, 
Init always suapecteJ Ihat it was aome Franc-tireurs who, in tLcir 
eageroess for epoîl, mistook as for Germans, ncver waited to chal- 
lenge, and nken tliey discovered tbeir inistake, made uff aa beat tbiy 
could. W'g were soun scrambling throngh tlte vinea before oitr 
p'iitê pogUti, and stiimbled acrosa Sergeaiit Terenco Byrue, wlioae 
litlle cominand wc in vain attenipted to surprise. Tlie liardships 
of tbe campaign liad told witb tnuch effect upon tbe frame of poor 
Terence B^rne, but Ibat indomitable mind appcarod to furce bis ex- 
liausted bckly ou to fiirther eSorta oî triai and endurance. Uis lif«, 
too, hiid been aomewhat of an eventful on& Tricd aiid a>uvicted 
for cumplicitj with tbe FvdUii iitovement ; it wan be wUo guve tbat 
well-knonn rebuke to Judge Keugh, wLo with nuquestinniiblti bad 
taate, attempted to make tlie [>risnner's fate more bilter tbnn it «aa, 
and lo outrage thc feeliog» of this buncsl man, by caliing bim & 
"low" conspirator. 

" Not loiv, my lurU, but humble," was the quiet rt^'oinder, and li 
tmer word nover uacajied llie lipa of a nian. Terence llyrne waa 
bnmble, but b« ma as tnucU incapable of " lown«H*' as was Iiis liirdlf 
cftnsor. Whalever the world may tlibik of FeniaiUam, aa a wgrlhy 
or M an uiiwurtby ijolîtical moTemeiit, wbetber it dexervud demui- 
ciation or appbvuse, tbcre caii bc litlk dtmbt but Ibat it jirodueol 
nicn nlitisu motivos won: of tbe pureat cas!, and who wcrc actuateil 
witli tbn oiic poiittcal de:ûrc — the regenuration of thi-ir native laaiL 
They loay hâve beea right, or tbey may bave b«ou wrong, that will, 
in ail ]irul>ability, cver rvntaâii a uialter of opiuiou ; but tbat they 
WL-rt: liitncEit, no one but a |Hiltticnl big>it can deny. In Xn Compof* 
ni* Iilamiainf tboro wera soveral well-kitown Feniaos, and tboir 
gênerai condnct, their love of ordcr, tlieir high aeuaii of dnty, ihcir 
unfulterini; fidt^lîty, tbuir atcady seul aud tbeir cbivilroiia courage, 
won trum nie, aud cvery officer of tbe baltaliou, tbe blghcM jiniae. 
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Fate, in its unwavering course, ordaiued that two, at least, of those 
men should not die a soldier's death, and Sergeants Carey and 
Byrne returned after thé war to sleep in Glasnevin ; but the raemory 
of their unassuming conduct, of their indefatigable zeal, and of their 
splendid courage, bas left a rétrospective sbadow of gênerons recol- 
lection ever présent with their names. 



cr^^^fS^O^ni 
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" For I am M ■ «eed 
Flung from Iha ratik, <m Oobiui'b faani to nïl, 
Whive'er tbi! large m»; iireep, thé tsmpest'a bretth proTuL" 



WKloitercdtttVieraon nntîl tlie 4tb of Jannitry. Wehadourgrimd I 
giuiriU lo mount, our reconnoitering ta [>erîona, »nd our picquet duty 
t j (lu. Tlie weathisr, howeeer, beciime fine, and duty b<}caiiie a ploa- 

cure. Tha Uhlaiis oE Piiuee Fraieticlc Chiirli» wero faeling thuïr | 

wity orouuil our [laiitiou, aud tha nécessité of beîiig enn»Untly ua I 

tite ^it< viif mnde uut|iudt dutjr a désirable pa^inie. ^Ve hnd bccomo j 
lirud ot inaction, and ilton the aijjbc ut a iletachmeui of Uera 

cavalry knuckoil Hucb tpirh intu tUe kiiugrjr wilditirs, that they for- I 

got evcry thing Imt their fuec, luA tliuir ncll-IUlci) lutTcniackii. Thuro | 

b iiothiiig ili warfare lo plcaaanl as ekiriuishiog; admitting thot j 

Hubbei WM rigUt, aiid that "e»ary créature livea in a state of «-af | 

by luture," and tbat uau tuerely ti>ii«a tUo deoiri! fur blood int« «bat | 

U odleU " civilùtuil Wiirtam" Ttiera i«a pardun.ibli! ]itide in dodgiug | 

fruni busb Ut brcuk, atid iHcking ulT ouc'a cuemica ot a raapMUbK ] 

di4Unc& i know (tf nolkiiig 10 ab oloU'ly [ilcauiiit, if, iude«d, tbem 1 

tio auy pl»»iire in war, aa a nica, quiet, respectaltlu akiriuuh. You ] 
arv p<iat«d Wkîad a rock, or you ai« abeltur«d under a alight in- 
4)i|uaJtty in tbe groimd, aa œeaaiuual bullot wLiitlea jiut yuur haut, 
anil tben yoH voutura to pwp ont, acd ceud an «Mcaaioual bnllet in 

rajily, aod if your mao ii tuubled, ibo jjleaiura ta ail tfae fc«eoer. ] 

Nay, joA foui M jtoiiliva aenae ot jay vheu Xha puor wmdt thiows ] 
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i, ami jou are relieved from watching tlie place that 
Bheltered him. In after life you may now and again think over soma 
wiJowed hume, whorc tlie nama of "father" ia ninrmured by prattling 
babea, whoin your handiwork lias left upon tha cold charity of the 
world; or your fancy may occasioually rim riot witL your feeliuga, as 
you piuture a aorruwfid raiither, weeping in agoniued suspense fur tlia 
boy that your ba»d liaa sent to bb last occount. But at tlie tioie, 
juÊt when you watcb the effeot of your «hiit, and see tlie succesatiJ re- 
6ult,and perhaps hoar the dyiug ahout o( the stricken man, there is a 
pu^titive aud complète feeliug of satûfactloa takes poueBâlou of your 
seuses, Wlien "war to the knife" b the order of the day, as it was 
at SaragoBsa, wheu summoued by the French to surrender in ISOâ, 
tlie wiih to kill is the firat désire of a aoldier. In fact a mau uever 
fedd himaelf a true aoldier untii he bas eîther killed or mainiËd an 
eneiuy, or tintil lie bulievea he may hâve dune m, Mea gu iuto a 
Akiriuiïh without inuch misgivings as ta the idsuc, wkile tbey ex- 
poiicuce the exciteiuont of a combat without the broailer phases of hs 
dangers. But iu great battles it is dlUerent; nien enter theni wtilt 
drcud, and that latter feeliug, for a while ai least, sîckens the heart, 
and deatroys the «euse of pleasure wMch the probabiUty uf pulling 
throiigh with a wbole fikiji, undoubtedly gives the aoldier marchiiig inta 
ai:tiun. About Vliirsâii, bower^ir, we hnd a, pleasaut time of it, and it 
waH iviib 5'uoc regret we lett it to return to Bourges. We had one niora 
uîght ai MeLuii, en mute, but tt was uierely a rest, for at threo a.m., 
we wcre again away for Bourges, which we reached early on tha 
morulng of the Otli of January. I had heard at Mehun, that wa 
were to follow the army of Itouihaki, aud we apeeuljited iu joyoïuj 
iiuticipatit>n of the high handed way we would pay tliosc lordly 
Germaus back in tlietr owu coin, if we sueceedAd in canying the 
war into Baden-Bailen. Souie of ihe officers were pnrticul.n'ly san- 
guine, aud I wcU reiucniber Ccrcsola coioing to me, as ne haltcd 
outùde Bourges, and saying: 
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I: 
nan frAulienB, befaro the moutli û over, perhaps La woulil prufcr 
1 Ui Fnincli Society. 
Jatnitû,famaù," replied M'Aleveyvith wellaffected indignation, 
e he uUiimpted ta loolc aa wlse as Sulun. I suspect, )i<iwtiv«r, 
•in^i. juBt theH M'Alerey dïd speculate iipitu the tkemu, and [ tUongUt 
tw, I detccted a merry twiulcle îii hi^ «ye, whicU would fiad expi'cs- 
fiivii in apite uf ail bis elTitrU to look wise tiud iuditfurunt. 

But we p>«8cd a raisarAble day aitd nigltt Tlie mea pitched j 

their tentji upun a hill outsido tbe towa, aiid lietweeu sunie Qdd- 

wurks wiiicli lind heaa constructcd to prot^ct tiie pliicii. It wks m 

tmd as Aleliin ; mucl, miid everynliere. Zwa tbe waod could auC 

be niade to bum, tiad i( fizzed and aiimkad, but would not Idodle. 

The offisera were atlowod to go tu tUo towu. aiid 009 and ail engeily 

arailed thonuelres dî tbe penni&miun. Su wo fluiuidensd «ur way 

tu Bourges, and wera simu abeltered buncotb a conifortablâ <mitrr/r, 

wliicb wiu iilnuuly crowdad by our comradca. A cup of coSoq wu 

quickly swallowed to tlw dregs, sud just as I Ka» abont |xturiii^ aoiDO 

brandy into a emult glaaa tbat waa placud befvre mis, botut ona 

bis haiiJ upou luy sbtKilder, and iu a auiuewkat faoïiliu 

id, " Ab, wu inect again, Onpîtaiue." 

Jw>k«d up, and tbere «tood M'iver, his ann in a. sling, and hïi 

face aahy pido. Ile ejtteudod bis u&ly sorviceable haud, whîcb I 

cordialty tbook, and afier preiuiug litni to refreobiuentâ, l buard tha 

main Tviiturita of his career siuce I bad secu biiu in Cuun. Rut bo 

«ru sileut in nfcrcncu to biinxulf. }li» ann and band in nplinte» 

VM pr'Ki[ cnongii tbat ba bad bceu bit soxacwhvte, but be jii»I luan- 

tiia fact, no mora. 

3, itij iiuibiug,' be aaid, raoving bia ann aljgbtly, " a bnll altat- 
Lbe bone a litlJi^ utrutJc in at tbe rlUm- and i-aino ouC at tb* 
bo ciwlinucd, *' wborc is U'Adanii 1 I mut liiiu suoie 
Tours, and Id Itko to moot btu aguin." 
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"I don't know," I replied, "I hear ha hiis juined tho sinS oî 
Général Chanay, but I neilher know nor cure." 

"Thcn you are not friend»!" saiii il'lver, 

"No, Mo; we regard M'Adanisaa an impustor. Ho is iiot tni>wii 
in Ireland, nor îs lie knowii iu Fiimce," 

"Just as I 8a^>ected," replied M'Iyer. "Do you know tbitt he 
firat iiitrodnced hirnself to me at St. Lazare, iu Paris, aud be sait! 
tbat he had served in the Ejist ludia Comp.tny'3 service. I w.ta 
glad to meet one of the old Company's servants, and I did ail I could 
to make M'Adarus tell me tlie cc^pa he belonged to, but it was no 
Tiae, and he ever «fter avMded me. I came to the conclusion, tliat 
if he ever wîis in tUe East India Service, tt w.i» as a private and not 
a Kijor, which rank he says he held. Besidea," he added, sippiiig 
a cup of coffee uicely flavoured witb brandy, "bcsidea I kuow other 
reasi>ns fur believing tbat hc wns not nu ofiicer. The fellow does not 
know simple trigonumetry, is naeducated aud vulgar, and 1 tuo.believe 
hini to be )( dowuright cheat. I bave met wbole fumilîea lîke that 
geutlemau in my travels," aud M'Iver tosaed ofF his coffee with cool 
indifférence. We parted sbortly afterwnrds, and I did not see 
M'Xver until tlie war vras over, wlien ]ie was duing Paris, ami vowing 
veiigeance against M'Adarus for some nimours that gentleman had 
cireulated abujt the adveiiturous M'Iver. 

But we }iad a misérable night of it at Bùm'gea The rain fell in 
torrents, the mud waa ankie deep, the men wcrQ wet, cold, and 
Imngry, and yet there vas nothing fur it but to lie dou-n and dose 
tho tinie away. The moruing of the "tli wos jiist the same, raîii 
rain, ail day long. The trixips were meanwhile being hutrieil away 
by rail, and the Irîah Company hud to bide its tiine. I^vcry one of 
tlio men were ai v/tt as a. aaturated B[>ongo. l'Vom dawu to dark 
ihey stood ander the downpmir, and tUe water waa oozing out of 
their buots, before it c«me to their ta -n to embark. Tlie fires wnuld 
ui.t light, aad eveu the luxury of a cnp of coffee coold not be pio- 
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Tbe onliitiirir, indeed, Bajiplied t]\Qm witli a glosa nt bmnJf 
I, nnd that witli a bit of dry bread or biscuit, n-ns M tlioy hA 
r thirty-six hoars. Wot, cold, nith giiasliîug teeth, and liiingt 

vith fAtai effect at tlie vital énergies of tlae men, thoy nfe 

It took tbe train at 10 p.Di. on the 7th of Jaauary, nnd crowdod 

thc comp.irtu)snts wttli stcaniin^ clnthes. empty haversocks, and 

apirita. Wo wcre away for tlio Kist, an-ay to wliora wfl 

d of brilliaiit exploits, and perhaps rctiîeved fortnnes f>c 

ir France. Away tlirotijjh Xavers, where wo onoe mnre strïke thv 

&, nud whero thc hcdgcrowa arnund tlie cimiitry tnkc the tliiuigbto 

i to tlie domestic ecencry of holy Irclnnd. On tliroiigh AntlHt 

il ils classic associations, and whorc at ono tîmc the imist illiutri- 

k yantli nf Gaul were edncated. Herc I Itad an opportnnity a{ 

Meing a pcrCoct mine of Itoman antiqnity, tho noble nmpbithoatro^, 

the ixiftutifnl Roman gâtes, wjtii tbeir [loatunis nnd double arcIiM' 

below for cnrriftgo-wnys, whdo abovo tlie arcades of open arcbe^ 

ornatncnted with pilj^ters, fonn a gallery over thc gatoway leiuling' 

'tn the round tovrccs wluch at one tiinc ILiukcd tliu walk; and than 

on atill, until Ohngny in roochod, and the grent mines and iran b. 

jCreniot Kpinnc, il:c., are close at hAiid. 

|At Chttgny we liad aomo daya' dolay, but wero still conflnod to 

iigi^s. The roail won bl>x:ked wilh trooiM, nud no eoultl not 

Tho relaxation tif tho miMCnlor action, ci>ns^'<liicnt npoa 

■tinticd roct, cauxed tho mun'H foct to swell «larmingly. Tlura 

. a man in thu C»mpany wbnM Toot wcro not bur«ting tlirongh 

1 cuvering cnlled " shoes." Every aoldier in Ln Compagnit ■ 

xini»-. waii compeiled to eut )iU ahn«A, io ordur tn give freedom 

is cmmpcd foct. S>ire« wore eaunrd in conMqnenco oE the cdgM 

u cnt portion of tbo shoo mbbing againot the f<x)t. and fmt«red 

\ lilnat*^ frum tlie want of exercise, afllicted every oue uf tlw 

Tint tlicra wa» nii U«]p fur it, wu ihuulil bo away nfpiin ; tewxf 

nigh Dijon, D&lo, Beun^n, Banme-ln-Dunea, and oo thruugk 
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the beantifiil vaUeys t>f tlie Tosjea, irhere tlie overbangîng monn- 
taina, lean with threatening grjice over the roacl unOcmeath. But on 
Btillj and then our destination— Clarval—ia reachecl. The licwses 
are somewhat Swtsb in thrir construction, and oîl lamps nrc ers- 
pended on ropes, wbich slretch from hoiise to house across tlie nar- 
TOW streetB. It is 8 p.ra., and we wheeï inte a field ; tha mua 
light fires to coolc tlieir food, wliile wo prepared to be ngaîu àway 
for the front iit midnîglit. 

" Well, Captaïn," s.iid Dr. jMacken, as we sataronniJ the bivouac, 
the liglil from ttie fire throwîng a lurid glare iipon the Eeatnres ot 
M'AIevey and Cotter, who were engitged consnmîng srnno tough 
beefsteak. " Well, Captai», ire sliall soon bo into il now, 1 hear wo 
are to march for Montbelliard at 12 o'clock to-night, anri that we 
are sure to relieve Belfwt, and then carry the war into Gerniany. 
But, Mac, what'a the matter with yon, old boyl' continned t!ie 
doctor, seeing 5I'Alevey somowhat dwlL 

" Well doctw, I wns just tbinking of a drenmstance that hap- 
pened in '133, wken I was in Mexico, and when 1 lost the deai'cst of 
my comrades, and who knowa," he continued, " wliethet we four 
aliall ever see another night together in this woïld." 

" Oh, nevcr mind the future, but tell na about tho past, thia com- 
rade of yoiira, who waa he aod where and how, djd it ail occur Y' 

"Oh, m tell yoa some other time," aaid M'AIevey, sippiiig hia 
eoifee, and carefully wiping ail traces of it from Uia ever neat mus- 
taches. 

"Tell os, Mac; perhapa your prcdiction may be fulfilled, nnd 
yott mny not hâve an opportnnity again, so out with it," replied 
the doctor, as be laid his tin ciip npon a log of wood, lit a cigar, 
and composed hiraaelf in anticipation of M'Alevey'a Btory, 

"Well, ni tell you," said SI'Alevey, "just hand me a cigar 
doctor — thanks — «ne allamelle — thanka, encore. Now, liaten, and I 
plcdge you my word every syllable of what I am goiug to tell you ia 
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ne, ond if yoa tate tlio trouble of consultîiig the Regimentat E 

r tbe first quarter of '63, you will iind ît recorded tberem. 

On the 9lh of Fcbniary, 'C3, the 2nd I(<<ii»ictil Etranger embarked 

va board the Wai/rtra man-of-war sX Mcra-el-Kîber for Mexico. 

Tie inbabitiinta of Oran tumed out en masar Ut see the troops em- 

ark, not that the sight was in any way novcl to the good people a 

I, for it waa the tliird time in less than tea yeare tliat ihey hidd 

ECU tbe same régiment cuibarking at the same [«lace, for tbe Crim 

and Jtaliaa campaigiis. There were no luud burraba or viva», eiUid 

by tbo troops or peuple, but there wcre was a. good deal of fervui 

^nd-ahaktng, and kisaing, aod stibbing betweeit the young fulloon 

K tbe reginieiit and tbe mademoiselius and spiloritas, just by wny « 

lowing titat no il) fui-liug eà^ted. At aix o'vluck, p.nt., tbe •%! 

If and llVri/ram gut undcr weigb, niid iicxt day we [•assed dot 
idur the frowning giins of Gibraltar, 
I Of tbe voyage out I need say nothing, except tbat we toucbod 
I Sfiuleira and lktartiiii(|ue. Ncrer caii I forget the beouty of thi 

e wbicb met iny view when I wtut on deck one inoraiog, â 
tuid tUo shîp at anchor, îu tbe beautiful harbour of t'uocha 

a bad jtist riscu from bis océan bod, uid «hed a fluod of ^Idia] 
^t on the geiille bUls and gardeou witb wbicb tbe town U a 
indcd. Not a breatli disturbed thu dcep cnlni of the I 
tiaotic, nhich Uy like a bngc niirror l*en«atb our diip. Not à 

o'crcast the bcanty of tbe fiky. Eartb, océan, sky, ail t 

penicd wedded in one eternal Iwiid of love, and peace, aud beanty^ 

a binck, rucky précipice, lurrounded by the océan, stuod CluitckU^ 

I, with itH grim old couonn ecuwling euvy, as it wcre, at 1 

luralbeautiuior thoplAL-e. It hmkcd thatmoming, 1 thoi]ght,lik( 

nioriater that hnd snddculy rixcn fmni his océan cave, and fop-V 

t to rotum; or lîke eoine liidcoiM gi'blin, that bad un4!xpccledl|'1 

D a «Cane of falry eticliautincuL Al iUH>ik I waa grante 

I to go «n iboTc. Tbo town wb«a you cator ît, û t 



IKLANDAISE." 161 

Ter; handsome; indeed the only tkiag in it vortli seeing îs tbe 
Franciscan Couvent, which contAÎna a chamber, the walls and ceiling 
of whith are covered with human skuUs and thigh bones, the relies 
of boly men who hnve died on the island. To Madeira tlie cliinate 
is everything; the icy eold of wînter, and the Bcorchicg beat of 
suminer are bere unknown, for spring and autunin reign continually, 
and prodnce fruits and flowera tbroughout the year. The hedgea 
are fiirmed of myrtle, rose, jasmïne, atid honeysncklo, whiU tbe most 
délicate âowsrs which are nursed in our green houseti at hume, grow 
hère in wild abnudance. 

"About tbo lOth of April, we dropped anchor utider the gnna of 
St. Juaa de Uiloa, and for the firat time cast eyea on Vera Cruz, 
and in niy opinion a more God-foraaken lookiug place tbere îa not 
in the world, The town îs built on an arid plain, and tbe wbole coast 
aa far as the eye can Bee, présenta nothing but barren Hand biiU to 
the view, with bere and tbere a patch of grovelling brusbwood, that 
but helps ta make aterility conspicuous. Far in tbe dL^tance behind 
the towu Tiacs the migbty Mount Oiizaba, witb îta crown of et«rnal 
enow. At a short distance frora our shïp luy a smatl island of whïte 
Band, atterly devuid of végétation. It eeemed a complète forest of 
wooden crosses; when I enquired as to the meaning of the»ie crosses, 
I waa told that tbe place was used as a cemctery for sailors who died 
of yelluw fever, wbile to crowu tbe misery and désolation that seemed 
everywbere to reign, tbe bay and beacb was strewn with th« huUa 
aud m^iats of aoveuteen large sbips, that had beon wrecked a year or 
two previous, during a gale from the north. On the morning of the 
1 1th, tbe régiment diâemburked, and nt evenîng parade tbe Colonel 
iuformed us in a brilliant speech, that the régiment nould hâve ths 
honour of protecting tbe communications, and escorting convoya be- 
tween Puebla and Vera Cruz, Now of ail the fatîguiug and dis- 
agreeable dutïes which a soldier bas to perform in campaign, that of 
eaeorting convoya of war material and provisior' , is by far the most 
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Ugreeable and fatïguing. If the loads are good and dry, you amI 

hotliered with dust, and tbe puce is killing) ïf ihey are bad aoda 

~wat, you are bespattered witk mud aod filtb, tind owing to the alow I 

poce, will, periiaps, be marching half the night. To thia hour I ebud- I 

der, ffhen I thiak o£ tbe mUeiy and hurdablps I sufTered iii La Terre I 

Uudo. Every day there was a downpour of raïii, and siich mlD^ I 

a wouid think tbe very sluicea of the heavena had been openod. I 

;nly the riûn would ceasi>, and then the suii wotild shioe outl 

witb auch raya of boiling beat, that I hâve niore thau once seei^l 

Boldiers drop dead by the aide of the wajgona. In Africa we werO'l 

butiit brown, roosteil if yun will, but it wos a dry, Lealthy beat. In J 

La Terre Chaude, we were boiled, steamed as it were, in a p«stilen-a 

tial vapour. The earth ia littrally teeiaîng witb inseol lifu, ftiull 

uigtit and d»y there ia a continuai bnzz and wbistling iLat almostl 

drives you luad i lift the fîrtit stone you see o» the way aide atulV 

yiju will find beiieath it either BiKirpiona, or enortnous centipodea, ov] 

Hn*l enakea. At nigbt the air swarins witb firo-flies and [Qoaqaîtoea, jl 

^Btop you c^not, you dose away the tiigbt in a brokeu nîghtmare,^ 

^Kd wheu the G/st atreak o( da«nappearii,yot] are avroke with mcli J 

^Breaming and yelliug, um if ten tbousaiid dcviU lind brokcn inio ■ 

^Bb camp; snotcbing yiiur gun yua hurry out of your l«nt, Mid finda 

^Ba camp surruuodixl by a cloud of groen purrots, that ahoot and I 

■creaui tbe loud«r, wben they see your i:ih1 cap and bnwc-liitt. ■ 

But to uiy bilory. IIiq first liattaliou tu whtch I bclouged, wa^l 

«cktilimud in dututckmuutâ of twu and tbrsu coiiipniiies, on tba I 

^bftd butwcen Vcra Crut, uiid Chicehuilii. Now you murt nocl 

^Bt^RQ ibat Chicchaite is citlicr a town wr a vilJa^, for ibcro is aot I 

^■tuinao liabitation wiibin maiiy oûlos of it II ia a bugo uoun-a 

^■d, at tbe base of wbicb tborc runa a rapîd river, aud over vrhich ■ 

^Bi roiul to Mexico iwuk». In a miUtary point of vicw tbe [>twitiun ■ 

mw a VBiy important duc, and wu atrongly guarded. I «ras lyin^ 1 

iu my tent onu evvDing iu May, willi my baads roll«d ta a baudkets 1 
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I chief, and emoking Uke a steam engme to keep the mosquitoea from 
[ my facfl, when laj (riend, Sergeant Morzikie entered. Ile wna 
' about tweuty yeara of âge, tal!, well buîlt, aud tonsiderod Ûia hand- 

soniest man îd the régiment. 
1 '" Whcre the douce are you going so lato î' said I to him, for he 

waa in m'irclitng costume. 
, "' Juat come to aay good-bye, Mae, the mail haa arrived at Vern 

CVuz, with important deapatchea for headquartcrs, and my Conipan; 
îa going to meet it, as large batida of guenllaa hâve been sean lat«ly 
near Camerou. So good bye, old fellow,' said he ehaking ma 
warmly by the hand, and turuiug, be hurried rapidly down the 
, monntain. 

"That waa tbe laat time I ever aaw my friend alive, for two yeara 
we had lived in the closest friendahip, and during ail that time ha 
had been my camarade de camarades. By birth he was a Pôle, and 
had been educated for the Church, but prefcrring the niore active 
life of a soldier, had joined the légion to tiy and win his bâton. 
Next eveuing about the aame hour that I had bid my friend fare- 
well, I was half way up the mountain, parrot ahootlug, aiid had 
juat aat down to reat myself and eiijoy Iho fine view of the count;y 
whieh the place coramanded, whea suddeuly I henrd the clear sharp 
note of thB trumpet eounding the générale. Startiiig to my feet, I 
liatened with breathleas attention, and in a moment after, the chôma 
waa taken up hy a dozen othera, so that tbe entire mountain ecboed 
with the alarming cry. Seizing ray gun I ran furiously down the 
mountain, and found the ttoops alceady undcr arms, t bad bnrily 
i joined my Company when the trumpeta souuded tbe regimetital 
I marcb, and oif we went, whither I did not yot know. As aoon as 
I we vera fnirly atarted, I turned to tho person next me, and aakod 
the cause of alnrm, By him I was informcd that the Company that 
had set out the nigbt before to meet the mail, had been surrouuded 
at Camei'ou by guérillas, and had been ongaged ail day. 
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I " ' Ood granti' said I ' tbat we maj not be too late to aasjat tba 

^^^^joor fellows," and a ahudder passed through my body whon I thought 
^^^^^■1 my friand Morzikie. The distance from Cliicchuite to Oamenui 
^^^^Bk tbirty-Gve EogUah mUes. We marchod nU night, and at fou^ 
^^^^'Vclock in ihe moniing halted and niade coffee, and wlien tho ena 
liad well rtsen, etarted once more on onr weary niarch. Within 
». mUe of Cameron we came un the fîrst token of the tnigedy that- 
had racently taken place. Seated under a tree, startc nuked, aud' 
almost dead with loss of blood and tbirat, ve found the drumnierof 
the unfortunate Company ; a butlet had gone clean through hic 
chest and out at bis back, and tbree of bis fiugera had keen cbopped 
off from a sabre eut. A little brandy was given to hiin, the doctor 

ÉluBlily dresaed hia wounds, iind ono or two soldiers unpacked their 
||cks and gave hini the clothing ha ao much required. When ba 
Hd recovered sui&cicnt fttrcngth, he told us bis Company hod becn 
_ Stacked about four in the moniing in the plain of Palo Verde hj 

about one thousand guérillas, the greater part of whom wore mounted. 
'The Company,' said he, 'immediately fornieU square, and then we 
Gred rolley after volley into tbeir i-anks almoat at clone quarteni 
Meing they could not force our ninka they rstired, and callcd on lu 
to surrender, but Captain D'Anjou eternly refiiaed. We thon 
treat*!d on Cameron, fighting our way foot by foot> Duriiig th« 
retreat we loat about twenty men, and the lieutenant and sub> 
lientennnt were both Idlled. We reacbed Cameron about ei^t 
n'clock, and barricadcd the doora and windnws of the boute w« 
oocupie 1 ; we fought tili black dark, fought till there wos not « 
Ntngle cartridge left even in tbe pouches of the dead mon, Th« 
Itfaxicanii then bunt into tbe house, and t remcmber uothing more 
till I awoko this moming and (oand myiieU naked lytng iiwong tbo 
otber dead men." 

Sucb wa» the itary told »■ by tbe poor drummcr, and à\m I it 
ww too truc. Lvaving him with ibu doctor and a guaid, 11m ntf 
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of the troopB pushed on to Cameroa. Tliere I snw such a sight aa I 
pray Qod I may never witneaa again. Siity-two of our dead 
eompagiioiiM cTannei bad been been coUected by the guérillas, and 
placed in a deep straigbt fosse by the side of tlie road. Shoulder 
to shoulder ia the ranka of death, and divested of every article of 
clotliing lay the brave fellowa, every œan of whom I knew peraon- 
ally. Â bright \ta.rm sun was shilling on their ghaatly featurea and 
culd stiff forma ; most of them wore an expression of pain, and some 
of tliem bad tbeir arm» extended, and their Lands tightly clenched 
in a fighting posture. 

"The Comiiany when it left Chicehuite consïsted of eîghty-eight 
men ail told, of the entire nuniber only five were left living at 
Cameron, of whom the drummer was oae ; the other four were taken 
prisoners and conducted to Jalapa, where they were well treated, 
and were afterwards exchanged for Mexican prisoners. More ihaa 
three hundred guérillas bit the daat at Cameroa When we lofl 
Chicehuite we brought but one day's rations with ua, and were corn- 
pellod to retum at nïght with ont ifxehangin; a shot with the assassin» 
wbo had slaughtered our comrades. We conld not eveo perform the 
sad office of interment, as we had neither pîck or spade. When we 
returned to Cameron two days afterwards to bury the dead, the 
sight wbich met my view filled me with hoiror. Owlug to the 
great beat décomposition had set in, and theïr bodies were swolleu 
to an enormoua aize. Already had thoae horrid birds, the zopilotes, 
commenced to prey on their naked bodiea. But I muât draw a veil 
over the digusting scène. Since then I hâve stepped over the dead 
and dying on mauy a battle-field, and bave seen men shoiit one 
-.nother down amid tbe horrid din of artillery, but the sigbt waa 
not half 80 horrible or terrifying as the ailent dend of Cameron. I 
niust not conclude without infonning yo.n that the drummer lîved, 
notwithstanding the serions nature of bis wounds, and tbat he re- 
ceived the Cross ^,' the Legioi) of Honour. Tbe régiment waa also 
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]mbljcly thatikeii in tlie General Orders for the braveiy diapUyed by 
tUis C'om|iany, and a sbort time aftenrards we Icft tlic 'Lot earlk* 
for the siège of PuebU.'' 

" But ilid you distingoiah your frieod tfae Sergeant, amongst tba 
niiniber of the dead at Camcroa!'' aaked tha docWr, wbeu M'AlevejT, 
lad finished his story. ' 

" Oh, yee, but ixmp., ask me no more ; the TecoUection ot hit. 
bl(intc<l, diâtorted fcaturcs, cltnched hunds, TividJy dÏRtended fj*^. 
wit.h the lleah torn from Ihe boties by the zoinJotes, has lefi 
upitn niy mind a picture I cannot contemplate without a shudder. 
Itut," bo addcd, starting to his feet, and backling on lùa sword-b«dt> 
vhicb lie had uiilooBencd, " there goes the yêaéralf, aud «e hIuiU'i 
60011 be off agaia." * 

It WUB jnat mîdnight when we commenced ta ninve awny, and for 
Bt-vcn hours wo flinindcred on in the dnrk, throiigh raud and snow f 
on through the cold, dnmp, dark niglit ve kept at it until seven 
the foUowing morning. 

It was just dajbreak. We had batted bcside a canal tliat skirtod 
the beiiutifal Valley of the Donb». Away on the en«(crD horiison » 
bnd oC light sweUed iipwards and tingnd vith gray the nimbus 
clonda of niglit ThoBo partii^les of dust clouda hcated by contact 
with our atmosphère, and knowu as "' St. Laureiio«'a mars," ikcea- 
BÎonatly dartcd nviass, the heavcns, like rockets tbroiigh a Blonn 
cloud. The «rind atc through tlie niwcrnblc clothing i>( th« mon,' 
who hnd thrown thotnK-lvcn xhiiddering upon the anow-bcaten nrate, i 
nnd triod to catch a (cw moments of repose. The L>ouba camo 
babbting down as if the BpiHta of tho streani were murmuring thelr 
thanksgivlng at hnving escapvd tlie froïen graap of Kiug FroaL 
The tait ranges et the Vongra tcAr«4 tlidr rencrabln licndn hi^i inio 
tho npper strata vf the air. a« if obiwrving ail that paMod bdow. 
('awailcs tripplod ndown ItiP stcqi aides of the hill« and rnslieâ' 
madly into tbe river, aud n miniature fall cIoh by, mode mimia' 
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thunder in our cara. The great poplara that lined the road threw 
shfulowy bura acFosa our path, like spectral forma across ths valley of 
deatL The Bnow was falling in downy flakes, and hardened iuto 
patdhea of icy crystala upoii the wearied troops, who lay alraoat uii- 
conscîo\i8 and indiffèrent to everything save honour. We had now 
beeii about aeven hours on foot — an ail night march — and juat as I 
sat npon a log of wood that lay beeide the road, I heard a sound, 
distant, btit yet a soiind of eannon, booming upou the morning air. 
air. It was the £rst hostile shot I had hcard in the East, and 
it set me thinking, too. The work had begun for the day, and if 
our troops did Dot gain gronad before tha sun had set beMnd the 
south-westem hilla, La Compagnie Irlandaise wonld be in actior. 
Who knew but a brilliant revenge awaited the army of Bourbaki 1 
Who knew but we might form part of the " Army of Liberatinn f ' 
We had heard good news at Cîarval. We had not heard of the 
occupation of Le Mans by the Germans on the 12th inst., but we 
h.id heard that the lett wing of the army undcr Bourbaki in pereon 
had carried Villersexol on the 9th, and that General Werder Waa 
heromed in between the two wings of the Année de. {Est. We had 
heard, too, that we had been running the eneray for three daya, and 
everywhere along onr route there waa évidence to show that the 
Gemians were in retreat before us. Eut there it aounded agaîn, 
Bure ciiough the bail had begun, and the booming iocreased, as 
dawn merged ïnto dayiight, and we were again en route, this time 
reftUy for the front. 

" Did you hear that, Captain f aaid M'Alevey at my aide, as we 
trudged along, a few minutes afterwards, haggard and hungry. 
" There it ia again :~ 



and the joyous lieutenant a 
drama. 
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" La mwique de la guerre," eaià one of the Captaîna of the régi» 
ment — Caton — wbo had fallen out, and waa now passing on ti 
UU Compan; ia front, " Your IrUh boys will soon be into il now.' 

" It ia time," 1 replied, looking back at the famished and droop- 
ing ineu of La Compagnie Irlandnw. " Another aucli niouth 
the one we hîive pasaed tbrougb, and my ' Irish boys,' as you call 
them, will havo gone to gfory wilhout seeing any mure of the Oer- 
tuans. Tlie fact is, Catuii, I am tired of thia kind of nork ; witk 
ua it bas been ail famine and froot and no figbtîng." 

" Well, this is tbe last niorc ou tbe board," said Gaptùn Gaton, 
iomewhat depressingly, whîle Ma hand instinctively pinyed witli, 
bis revolver ; " if this fails the game is up ; but the hre ia growing 
bot,'' ho added, as the buomïng increased until the cannonade blazed 
away in almost continuons diacharges. 

*' Jimmy," aaid a soldier at my aide, whcn Captain Cat<>n had 
pns.^ on to Uis Company in front, and Lieutenant M'Alcvcj had 
Wlen baclt to his place in our own, "Jimmy. if tbe penpli 
' ould dart' only knov whore vo vere going thia blesaed 15tb ot 
January, shure a few of tlûm mtght say ' tbe Lord presarre thiia 
trom bann,' iii our (avonr." 

" Amin," aaîd be wbo was addreaaed as Jimmy, " Amîn, Pat. 
Tbe Lord preanrve ua from hanu, bat, above ail, may the Lord mt* 
1» from diahononr.'' 

" NÎTer fear for that. He hasn't given us atrength and connga 
ta livu througb tb« niiscry of the past twu montlis only tu dlignc* 
the ould Und now " 

But tbe speaker suddonly bmke into an «sclamatioD uf pain, at 
the aaine tlmc he limpod out of the ranb« and, aa I heard aftenraidt 
bail to (ail a littlo hehind, wbile he baih«d hia feet in anow, to •màh 
away tbe pebblea that had ealen into tbe obnoxioiu-Iouking torcft 
around hin Inwtop. Bad ahoo* hnd, indeod, beconw tbt 
ciuse t« the tJtwpa. Tb« sand «ad amall «toiM» had 
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the mîserably low appera of ths shoes, acid had chaSed the skin 
until it became Bore, iato which tlie frast gnawâd boies as deep aiid 
os wide as five shilling pièces. In some inataucea the men eut out 
that portion of the uppers that rubbed against the excoriation, and 
tUen, exposed to the cold, the sore enhirged, and became offensive, 
Bven to the ameU. Othera boldly threw away the wretched excusea 
for ahoes, and tramped it barefuoted aud bleeding over thu beaten 
track. A few eut up their cotton gaitera, and lapped their feet in 
tbe folds, much as a surgeon bandages up a splintered arm. It waa 
paiaful ta watch the efforts mada at sbuffling over tbe grouad, for 
walk tbe troops could not, exccpt, indeed, a few who had by some 
means contrived to havo a pair of ahoea that were not of regnlation 
pattern. Tbe clutbing, tuo, wob hanging in tattercd patcbcâ from 
the peraons of tbe nien. For foar montbs they had lain night and 
day in the one suit of clotbes, and the cleane^t soua-offickr in the 
regimeiit could not bave been free from loathaome veruiin. But 
" in the deepest deplb tbere is a lower atill." The worat had not 
corne yet I Had it oot been that ive were going to tbe front huii- 
dreds of men of the Regimnd Etranger would hâve l;ûn down beaide ' 
the road, perhaps tu die. But tbe music of war stirred the blood 
of ail. Even the weakly pressed onward then, and the men of La 
Compnffiiit Irlandaise, who, an bour before, were faint almost to 
death, stepped out witb a vigour that showed tbere was mettle in 
thein ail, Not that men are anxioua to court danger, but that 
they are anziuus to aee it. Tbe feeling a man bas going into action 
is, I believe, undeiined, and almost nndefinable. it is a mixed 
feeling of dread and diity^ but it is duty first, and drcad afterwarda, 
Every man ia by nature a coward. Tbe fear of death ïa uatunil tu 
&11 men. The man who saya " I fear not" js a hypocrite, s con-ard, 
or a foui. It ia not coura^'e, but a bigb sensé of honour that makes 
good soldiers. Pbyaically one man may be braver tbau anotber 
man, but it is a deep aeose of reaponslbility, aud keetmess of boaour. 
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that kee.ps him longeât at a post of danger. The man irho " tenn 1 
iiot deatU" is incapiiblu ai commnnd, and cui never be anytliing 1 
more tLan a biitchcr in warfare, There ia nolhing in nature more 1 
contemptiblo tlian a man, wboae indiSereiice to life vergue into ] 
bravoisiu, ijiere ddimal courage, devoid of honour, nnd stripiiod of I 
every vaatigo of sensé of duty. Bayard and Ney were the tenderest I 
and most chivalrous of men. Napoléon and tbe inEdel Frederick I 
the Or«at, were tu gentle in garriaon aa they were gallant in th«<" 
field. ' 

Bat the day advnnced. The road lay throngh an ttndnlating 
cnnntry, and the slripcs of evorgreen timber traveraod the Knoi»^ i 
cnvered ground, Uke threads of emcrald over a bridai veil; Eometimes | 
cliniblng up tbe sUppety sidea of n hîll, and then eliding into th»' I 
Valley bi-low. Occasionally a soldier would slip and fail, and theB 1 
the Btereotyped j'ikea about " Minding tbe piecea,'' aiid othef' j 
pojmlar phrases, were auro to be repcjit«d by some of tbe leM | 
<iuick-witted of the mon. The siin was almost in the raoridian when | 
the spire of the village church of Arcey suddeiily appearod sbove | 
aonie trces that stood before us, It secnu-d to faring a feelîng of I 
Bocnritytoall, It wasSunday, too, thedny iipon whicb the blovdieat ] 
records of hnman atrife are marked upon the pogca nf warfare, aud 1 
who kuew but we wero tuarcbing to another combat that wonid lie» J 
in bintory to add une mnro record to the bloody calendarl We knew 1 
that 1(H1,()IIH men ven in our front, and nut <if that nnnilier death 1 
conld rcop a irafGcient barvost to immorlAlÎM tbo day. The Tillagv 1 
waa Boon gaiticd, and aa ve reachod ita high ponitton the booroiog I 
of tbe KUiis be«aitie more conatant, and somewhat loudor stilL 1 
IWdc the n>iit« the old pcople of the rillage knelt in prayer, and i 
liko Mow«, opon the roi-k of Horch, they asked Him to bleea ths j 
f (Tort of onr araiB. Tlio "Angolua bell" waa soundinga» we hnrried I 
otk, and MawwaibeSngcdvbratedfor ihe repoMof tbe «ouïs that had I 
that day falkn in action. The little hiiyi who stood bcside the nad 4 
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looked vngaely into onr faces, with, I opine, a suspicion th.it thcy 
sliould one dny be corapanions in our work. The effect was sin- 
gdarly humanizing. For tte moment it took aome of the rough 
e^gaa of the brutal part o£ our nature, that had been developed and 
filmost cultivated by the h&rdebips of tbe campaigtt. I could pity 
the aceptical mind that was not moved by the pioua, but atill almost 
nntithetical contrast, of religion and war. But we made our destina- 
tion for the night; and froat-bitten, hungry, and haggard, the men 
had to fitid cold comfort in a bed of mud, and a cup of ceffee with 
a little Bea bis<?uit as tiieir only food. The Capitaine-Adjutant-Major 
appeared to hâve aelected the dirtïeat place around the village for 
our encampment, or rather for our halting-place for the night, and 
for no othcr reason than the highly objectïonable one, that thouaands 
of troopa had been there before us, and Lad convected it into a jnud 
hole. Tenta were not allowed to be pïtched, and the troops mtroUed 
theirfourfeet by twoblanketsand tent patches, and iayinheapaupon 
the slimy surface of the earth, cowering and shiveriiig like a drove 
of pigs buddled in a market-pen. But the play was going on in our 
immédiate front now. On our right a atripe of tiraber atretched 
away over tbe adjoining slopes of the Vosges, and on our léft an 
open country undulated towards the scène of tbe combat. Sbeltered 
behind a friendly awell in tbe ground, and placcd in position, a 
brigade of our trtmpa waa observable frora where we lay, and whicb 
muât bave been tbe rear-guard of the army engaged, for towarda 
dusk tbey advanced beyond the rise, and disappeared into the geiitle 
slopiag Valley beyond. Away upon tbe left a battery of artilleiy 
was belcbÎDg in tbe direction of tbe village of Montbelliard, and as 
it too presaed forward, with ils régiment of Mobiles behind, tirailleurs 
ÎD front, and cavalry upon its flank, the joyoua news cume in : " Une 
grande victoire/" " Une grande victoire!" We were nearly up at 
last I I was looking throtigb a field-glaaa, and was trying to take in 
tbe position of our troops, wben tbe focus restcd on the battery that 
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vas playing upou tlie left of the position, and nlijle looking at iha 
gunners working the pièces, a concussiuQ ahell burst omidsl tbe 
battery, aome men fell as if stnick by the pièces, the firet soldiers I 
had Been fuU in ths EiL^t. 

"Distanue lena enchaiitment ti) the view," siùd the reody-wittea 
H'AIevey, comïng to my aide. I handed bim the glosa, and tornoi 
to makc nrntDgemenU for the night Tbe fourriersergeaiit, MCroaûu, 
w&s, as usuol, foraging for provisions ovcr the village. Sergeant 
Cniey wos busy doing tbe gênerai business of the Company, and 
Sergeant-Msjor Dunafurd hikd goue to attend a "cali" tbat had beeik 
just given ftt the comniand of the Commandant. 

Tbe village cburch at Sainte Marie, the place where we hftd 
halted, was crowded with dead. M'Alevey, tbe doctor, Mr. CoU«r, 
ftnd myself, went over to see the victinis of the war, aa tbey laf 
culd and rigid in ail tbe quiet pbitosupby of duuth. Theîr (aded 
honimra were for ever goiie. Grira and ghnstly they looked with 
the clothc* tora froin that portion of tbe wound wbere the " 
scrgeant, strict in hia arreat." had entered. I remerabcr a aomewbat 
UDpIea^ant sensatioo posseasiog my niind, as I lixiked on the air&y 
oF dead withiu the village church at Sainte Marie, n'ben ïl'Alevey, 
wlii) etood by niy side, broke the silence, and almost inaudibly saîd : 

" Straightened by circumstaoces," aa ho looked dowu at the dead 
bodies thaï were beaped upon tbe apaciuus âoor. 

" M'Alevey, yon're mad to joke upnn auch a subject," said Cotter, 
alTecting to be shocbed at the utterauce, jiiat aa a music Diaster migbt 
be annoyed at the grinding of a stroet barrvl-urg»!!. 

" Xot at ail, sir ; not at ait. l'm only a little inwiiia upon the JMt 
question ; will you try a pinch of suuiT V ftnd M'Alevey offurad Um 
accoptuble puwdur to mysclf and the now ap[M:a«cd Cuttvr. 

" Tbero's n boauty," said ÏI'Alevvy, poLuting to a hîdcous-lookiag 
Oerman, whosa clotbes were opened at tho breast. A large ImIv, 
uound which ibe'ololted blood bad hudened, wa* ofaMrrabU, jnat 
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orer Ihe heart. He waa dresaed in the blua uuiform of Ihe Pruaainn 
lîne, aiid could net bave been long dead. For the plain, large, fl^t 
bnttons, common lo the anny, looked as if they liad only been briished 
tfaat mortiing. Beside him lay a yonthful Franc-tircnr, who muât 
IwvB been an Âdonta in life. The contrast waa from the hldeous to 
the hnndsnme. 

" Mon Cupitaint" Baîd a young man at our aide, who vas dressed 
in s unifonn that corresponded with that nf the dead free-shooter, 
" This was my companion,' he waa killed by that «gly Germsn, and 
I killed him," he added, pointing again to the hideons-looking Pru» 
sian soldier before ua. 

" When 1'' I asked, intereated in the etory. 

"Yesterday, mon Capitaine," near the ditch you may see ninning 
eastward from the akîrt of the village, aa we were puahîng on the 
flank of the enomy who oceupîed the place." 

" Did you know him long V asked Lieutenant M'Alevey. 

" Yea, yes, mon Lieuienanl," replied the young soldier, " we were 
reared together, went to Bchool together, fougbt together, and 
I woutdn't care if we had died together." Tiiere waa a ChriBtimi 
auriousneas in the young man'a words, that iatereated ua ail, and 
M'Alevey drew from him a Btory of which, aa well as I remeniber, 
the following is the aubstance : — 

Pierre and Jacques Vileroy were cousins, and had been piously 
iiistructed, wheu boya, under the guidante of an uncli-, who was a 
fttrè iu one of the quiet villagea that lay beside the Douha. Tliey 
iiad beeu educated together, and that inutual fricndahip commiiii 
enongh io boya bad grown into a feeling of brotberly love. They 
were two of a common âge, and by a strnoge fatality the only croaa 
in life they evcr had was, that they had both betome attiched to tho 
one JilU. It must hâve been a boyiah love, for neither the dead 
frae shooter, Pierre, uor hia living cousin, and conlpanioii of yester- 
day, coold bave been more than nîneteen or tweuty years of âge. 
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At the oiitbreak of the war they joinod n company o[ Franc-Ureui» I 
tliat Uad been raised in their departmcnt, " oiily îorty kilouetres 1 
trom wbere we are," snid the young man poînting id the direction o£ ] 
his home. Since ihen they bsd been in six fights, and upim ono 1 
occasion tbe deaà Fracc-tireur had snved the life of the ynUDg mnn I 
that oow nioiirned over his corse. " We bad begun to feel the reck- 
Ieaaae9§ which, I suppose, is conséquent upon a continued eacftpa I 
from danger, and when yesterday moruing we were urdered to dia- | 
lodge the Qermans from theïr positioa behînd the ditch, we impru- 
deut]y cbargcd over a narrow (îcld that ^panitod us from the euemy; 
many of our comradea fell, but Pierre and I pressed on, he, being .1 
tbe qaickest runner, keeping ahead of me, and bad crosted the ditch ] 
wbile I was Rtill ten yards behtud it I eaw hiiti stop aud take aim I 
at a Qerman who was runnlng before him, and wh» felt deftd ; 
this soMier turued upon Pierre, their bayoïieta croiwcil, I stopped I 
and took aini, shot him througb tbe beart, but not bcfore be bad r 
hî» bayonet through tite bowçU of my brave cousin," and Ihe pooT ] 
fellow wept tearH of pious frieodahip as lie lookod down upon ail | 
tliat remained of liis friend. 

" Corne,'' snid M'.'Ucvey, vividly ntTected by the simple stoiy of I 
the free-ahooter, " let us go," and tbe doetor and 1 followcd b 
him ont of tbe ehurch and sougbt tho shclt«r of our quarters, where | 
uur ordcrliei hud droaaed aud prepared a couple of lowl ta bulp to I 
a)i{>eaM oor v<irnciuua appetîtea. 

" Herc'a to Ihc old lund," sabl Dr. Macken, boldiug up a cup of j 
winc, ftlter we bad dovanrctl tbe fowl, and bad takcn tlio booex by ' 
iMth cnda. " The old laud" rrpoatcd ail, and once agùa cupa 
dashed to the (crvid prayor of " Ood aaïe Irolaud l" 

" Aud tho t^rla we left behind us," cUitned in ÏI'AIcvey, luoking 
as fuU of merritnctit, and seemingly tut wcure in tlie {mmeaiion of 
a whole akio tn the work bofoic tu, aa if ho waa to be a spcctator, 
Kiid not & combaUnt in tbe oxpect«d diama of to-moTrow. 
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We wers snugly honsed in a desertcd cabiii, with our compantona 
oî tlie régiment crowded into the adjoining rooma, and chatling gaily 
about our succeases. A knock is givea at the dnor, M'Alevey invites 
tlie person outside to "corne in." 

"Ordera, sir," said tîie Serge&nt of the week, handîng over im 
order from the Brigadier : 

" ' Officierg, lou» officiels, tt loldats: 

" 'The General coramanding the Ut Biigaile of the 2nd Division 
Ijth Carpe late Ârmy of the Loire, has to congratulate the âtb Bitt- 
talion and that portion of the 3nd Battalioii of the Rfgimtnt Etranger 
now in Sainte Marie with the siitrited encrgy tiey hâve showu 
nnder the privations throtigh which they hâve paased, and the order 
and discipline that they hâve ohaen'ed under the trials of the last 
ten days. The Général eommanding cannot speak too highly of the 
admirable conduct of both ofBcers and soldiers, and the manner in 
which they bave borne the hardships of the camjiaign as.^ureH him 
that the othcera and eoldiers of the 2nd aud 5th Battalions will to- 
morrow equal the gallantry of the lat Battalion and that portion of 
the 2nd in our front, who bave thb day covered themaelvea vith 
Blo'J-. 

" ' Signed " ' Gtiieral de Brigade.'" 

"Bravo, bravo," aaid Dr. Macken, as he emptied the contents of 
liÎB cup. 

"Bravo, bravo," said M'Âlevey, as he aignificantly turned around 
and urranged what he called the "cow's feathera" in gentle lairs 
for bis bed. A word of instruction to the sergeant, and I, too, 
set about preparing my conch. 

Another knock at the door. "Eiitre:;" and au ArtiUery aoldier, 
lookiug neither neat nor natty, the servant of an ofEcer, tnade a thou- 
sand apologies, but asked us if wo had a morsel of candie to «pare 
" pour mon Lieutenant." ■ There was noue to he ha<l, but the lieute- 
nant of ArtiUery afterwarda told every officer in bis battery the tuiswer 
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M'Alevey made tho garçon, when he »sked him if tho "light of love* 
would be of any use. and offered the servant a match. M'Alevey** 
wit acted upon niiT drooping spirits os tbs wand of Prospéra acted 
upon the borren wastea and backwoods, whïch it tumed into golden 
fields and smiling gnrdena. Sometimes, indecd, he would make an 
altcinpt to bo sage, but was never sad. He once told a Frenchman 
that he took him to be a Chinaman, and being aaked the reaaon why, 
Baîd, because be hod "often aeen faces lîkebispainted on a tea-cbest." 
But now he covered bis head wilh his blanket, and was 
08 vigorously as if he were asteep— 4 circumstance it was not at à. 
times eaay to détermine. 



CHAPTER XI. 

" Be hatli iMnt hiio o'er tha dead 
E™ tha firrt dRj of dsat.b i« Bad^ 
The Bnt iati day of Dothia^eii, 
Tba lut da; of danger aed diitrua*, 
Before deçà j'a eSkaing fingen 
Hâta awapt the linei nWe boantj lïtigen." 

Tua OiAOL'i. 

"CoME, aroase tbee, arouae the«, my brave Irish boya," 
M'Alevey, the fuUowing moniing, at fuura.m., aocoinpanyiDgthoiu*! 
viution with no gentle prcanire ut his band. " The nivii are (>lliusl 
iii, captuu, and we bave ouly ttine tu roll np our blaukcU and bf J 
uff." 

" Haa anybody beon hère f 1 Mked. 

" Vo», Scrguiiiit Fraiik Byrnu ; cume dootor, ccirae Cottcr^ 

■Hanb ta tiie hattlft.ÛrU, 
Ibv t«« t* now Wei«u,' 
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and M'Alerey mode one of hia ridiculous attom{its to sing a diU;', 
he having na much tAste for music as, to use a. anmewhat booriitli 
illustration of his own, " a pig hm for danciog." 

It waa not very cold, but the numb, sluepy, and ha]f-dend fecling 
onc hus when tuming out so earlj after a fatigning mardi tlie day 
before, waa not casily abakea off. Our blankcts were aonn rolled up 
eolkr faahion, and swung acrosa our sboaldera, our belta huckled on 
and then out into the field where the nien had kiu during the uiubt. 
A more pitiable sight I scarcely ever saw tban vere tlie men of J.a 
CompagnU Irlamlaûe that moniîng. They looked more like spectres 
tliau human beings. The dirt from llie dayey Boil covcred iieai'?y 
evcry portion of tltoir unifurms ; the lieavy dsw bad soaked tlirough 
tlicir overcoatâ, had petietrated throiigb tkeir j-iicketa, and left tdcm 
sliivering, griashing their teetb with wretchedness and rold. As 
tliey stood in line tbuy were doubled up, as if by the wcîijlit iif 
their miaery, and the very leper» of Lebanon woDld not hâve ex- 
(^hanged for such a fate, tranaient though ït shoutd be. But they 
were ail up, tor tlioae who had fallen behind on the tnarch the day 
Iwfure, had atniggled into camp during the night, and iiow took 
their place in Une — this time for a march really to the front. There 
were, iDdeed,familiar faces abaent, aniongsttherest, the"3iiaTleyi)iv'' 
o( the Company, ourold friend, Timothy Marks, who had succuinbcd 
to frozen teet, and waa, no doubt, cursing French niiiitary régu- 
lations, as only an old soldier can. But the heod of the colutnn 
Bimn moved on, a sbuf&ing of feet was heard opon our right, tlie 
men were numbered oGT, and movod along to a low word of cuni- 
uiand, shouldered their nfles witbout auy nrder, and fullowed 
the battalion witbout another word. The Commandant had be- 
corne tired of formolities, another instance of the thorough négli- 
gence of the ofBcera in commaud. 

Along the route the oblong traces of shot and shell wore visible 
in the snow, as they bad tom up the earlb, niuch aa a mon might 
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Bcoop a hole in a mud hîll by one long sweep of a Bhovel. T» ths 
right and lett thèse marks wcre overywhere to bo aeen, leavingtheir 
dark biotcbea upon the ground, lîke ink stnïns upon a acboolboy's 
copy-book. Ton oftan beside the suggestive ahot and ahell inarka, 
blood crimsntied the anow, and eat holea through its yieldïng sur- 
face, while the wnrra curreut must hâve trickled from the wnunded. 
Il waa quite dark above, but the refloction from the snow-covered 
ground threw a light upwarda, that enabled one to aee eomc diAlance 
around with tolerable clearoeas. Wc had atill about foiirteen itiUt- 
mètres to nifirch, as our troops had driven the enemy into, and 
nroiind the TUliage of Montbeiliard, where we beard the Oermniift 
vere atron^y entrenched, and in the attack on which we wore to 
be employed. The feet of many a poor fellow were fostered, blia- 
tered, fuid froatbitten, but it is no uietaphor to aay that the spîrt uf 
Longfellow hod entered the hearts of ail, and thut " Excelaior'' waa 
ou every man'a lii». Aa I looked nround I eaw more than a dniea 
of my men lirapiitg into action. We were not, indeod, without three ar 
four who were shabbier hypocrites than l'ecksniff, darker di^aernblen 
than Tartuffe ; but tbere waa none of it that raoriûng, ail nBlke<[, 
or Umped, or shufflcd aa best they could to '' sec the sbow," as t 
nverheard a soldier say half-an^iour bcforc we were at our destina- 
tion. I henrd indecd more than one groan from Iho ranka of tbo 
Company, and the utterancc« of mcn in pain were common enough 
along the way, bat their aptrits were jiitclied tu straiiiiug {loiut, uid 
<inward,Hpward was thethoughtof alL Sergoant Donnellan marcbcd, 
M usn.-U, at the hntd of the compaoy, uid set an cxamplc df rignr- 
nus limping that tnspired the action of many a less detenutuod 
«oui. 

" DonneUan," I MÛd, moving up, aad «alkiug bend'^ « man wiloin 
I waa proud tu call my fricnd, " Dunnellan, did yoQ rut at ail lut 
aigbt.'' 

" Vvry little, captoin," h« rvplJed, baaiUting to blâme erca m 
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government that wa» kiUîng himaelf »nd hU com panions " acciirding 
to régulation." 

" Tbe treatipent the soldiers are subjected to ia scandalons to a 
cîvilized country calling ilaelf a niilitary ])ower,'' I repLed, " but I 
eannot let the meu know my opûûona, tbough I may tell them in 
confidence to y ou." 

" As you hâve brokcn the ice, it ia scandnloua, bit. Aa you 
kuDW, captain," he vid, half tumîng hïs kead towards me, "as you 
know, captain, & regiraental dog in an English garrisim wouldn't be 
treated, aa I see some of the rank and Sle, yea, and even soDie of the 
sergcants in the Regimatl Etranger treated every houB io the day,. 
Men don't voluntoer to fight famine ; an eraply haseiaack démora- 
lises a maa more than a shower of mitraUie.'' 

" I can understand a deficiency of storea occasionally," I answcred, 
" but eren when the régulation quantum ia aerved out, wa ordiiiary 
man haa not enongh of food to sustuin life dnring a campaign. In 
garrisou it might iudecd do very well, for there ia no waate, but in. 
the Seld it is starvatio» and uuthîng lésa. More thao that ouc naan 
are atiil at a disadvantage. Tbey cnnuot économise their feod Ëk» 
Frenchmen, nor make pnlatablo soup of grcnae and hurd crusta. 
Tbe fact ia, Donnellan, the whole aystem ia unaound, and I eannot 
believe that the French havo ever studiad the art of war." 

" It is fitmnge," replied Donnellan, " there ia good mateiîal and 
bad method in the organisation of the French army. Look at them 
now," be continued, drawing my attention to the eoldiers who 
limped on before os, ragged, fuot-sore, and famine looking out of 
their eyea, " how can auch men fight f ' 

" Yeiy tme Donnellan, how, indeed T See how that man'a tin 
cup rattles ag^nst his headoii; the thlng iUelf, aimple as it appears, 
Riight betray the movement of troops. On a quiet night the claah 
oF tina may be heard miles ofF. And, then the méat should be coo- 
densed; the Gerumns can make their soup in thirty minutes, while 
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it takes our men tbree hours. Clotbing tbe Baïue, nnd buols woraa 
tlian ail. The fact ia, Donnellan, tbe wUule «ystein is rotteii." 

"TUen, flgiÛD," sud Donnellan, pointiiig to a dead soldicr wlio 
lay beaide the road, " look, captaiii, a dead Fniaeian, and, as usual, 
b^rofooted. Our fellowa slways etriji the first âend Oeruiau tboy 
meât of hifl boots, as tliey nre better and stroiiger tbaii tbe niisenible 
pifiier-viachê aboes flupplied ta themHelves." Aiid »o I ri>iind 
afterwards, foc ail the dead of the enemy «lioia I saw wcrc bare- 

"Tbere û another, nad atiother," I replJcd, as wo climbed up • 
hill bebind tbe village? of Dung, whero the dead of the eoemy Uy 
nght and left of the road, ail barofooted. Baguage waggmiti, auibu- 
lancG waggons, and artillery train now blocked tbe nuits. Tha 
smiike from the bivouac cnrlod thrnugh the trnes, nnd tho bnm 
of thotuauda of voices becnma eiiddenly audible. We wcro up &i 
Ust! 

" It ift al] owbig to the lateadanee," snswered Donnellan, " it » 
impuuiblu th»t one department eau successfuUy mnstur the troopa ; 
mnnaga tlio pay list; iisue provîhions, fuvl, [cirage, nnd clnthing; 
supervise bospital service ; ninuage the whnle transport of tbe anujr, 
&ud toko charge of ail the matériels of war." 

" Tbe greatest wonder of the Gemian system appears to me to be 
ita pcrfuction and its ecoiioniy. Pruimia conducted two Kuropean 
campaigns, 1R64 nnd ISGC.nt abuuttbo same cxpensethat Ungtnnd 
iiiciuTod in the expédition to Abyiniinia. lier soldjere only cott 
£Î0 lOs. yicT hoad, por anniim, wbile oMb Fronchinui costs hia 
country Xil lOs., aud tbe Knglisb soldier costa upvards of £'iO 
pur ycar." 

"And witbal tbe Rcrmaus are ao aplendidly oiuipped," uùl 
DonnelUn, looking down at his Uttcrod raiment, " bat llioy don't 
compal tbeir man to cirry the useless Inmbor «hich ïs heapdd in oor 
knapaacks; look «t tbat jmtcbed boy ataggeiiug uiider TOlbs weigbt. 



" LA COMPAGNIE IKLANDAISE." 181 

lulf of vbîcb U pure rabbîsb," and Donneliuti ealled my attention to 
« weakiy-built youth, wbu waa drawiug his lûnba along witli paiuful 
efforts. 

" Woll, this wsr bas proved that centmlization is a faiJnr& Each 
«Orps abunld be complète in itself, and be able trt movc lu au}' dire - 
tion witbout the necassity oE référence to a central anthority. The 
'nmple piou, piou of tlie Frencb amiy, would be rendercd an efficient 
soldier under the System pursued by tiermany, while uow be îa otily 
Bn incumbmrice, and a detusïuu. But it is tbe same ail throngh tbe 
■orvice. Tbe systein of 'substitul^a' is most nefarious. When the 
providing of thuse men waa entnisted to private compaiiles, tbe 
legjuientB were alwaya fuU ; but aliice the Govarnnieut undertook 
the job, there bas bsen DOthing but peciilalion and deoeit. It is 
iDonstroua to thiiik. that France, witb ail hei militnry reuowu, wûuld 
allow men to pureliase ' eïoneratîves,' by payîag a certain aum of 
money into the military chcsi.'' 

" Do you remember how much it coat to purcluise a Bubatîtute V 
asked Donnellon, as we passed tbrough Uje village of Dung, 

" Oh, that varicd ; £100 waa the gênerai price, for wbicb, how< 
ever the ' substitute' was acarcely evor provîdcd. Cuniiequently 
Franco had a big army ou paper, And a very amall one, indeed, on 
tlie uctual muster-roU." 

"To nhat do you attribnta the unparalleled auecesseti oï the Gorman 
troopM, Captain," asked DoiioelUn, a few minutes before we haltcd, 
and while the enemy's batteries were occasiunally «endlng thetr 
shella over our bcads. 

"To tbe one bvoad faet, Donaellan — that in Pruaaia the anny is 
niade a profession, and its niinutest détails studied with carej while 
in France the lUe of a aoldier ia merely an occui)ation, where officera 
and men dépend npon pratige and èlaii to carry them tbrough ail 
difficultica. Why even iii Italy, one uf the moKt fertile countries in 
the world, I bave heud tbe uffîcerâ of this r^iiuent say, that thu 
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& toiie as cool and firm os iC he was apcaking of n ride acraija lûa 
native heath in Galway. 

"NonaeuBe, old boy. But if it should uf course I will^that i. , 
if I am Bot wiped out myself," 

Siiddeiily I heard a heavy footstep behind me, and tnnting arouiid 
I saw iSergeant Catey Uolding eomethiag in bis houd, and nuhisg 
towards where I waa. 

" Captai», captain, take it, take ît ; niiud it is hot, sir," said tLe 
sergeaiit, aa he oSered rae sumething that in the dark looked like a 

" Take what T I said, loukîng anxioTifdy at tUe iadiatinct outliue 
of what he held in his hand. 

"A herring, ajr, a red herring," and he held up a dislicious finli 
juat from the fire. I never aaked Carey how he obtaiued the herring, 
but Dr. Mackcn tad a at;inding juke agaiust me afternards tbat the 
fisb was his, asd tbat Carey had taken it from hin urderly, and 
■carried ît iu the cap of a boy who ivas duwu in amallpox. 

"la it clean, Carey 1" I aaked. 

" Oh, as UluoSeld starch, sir ;" and I soon consumed the delicioiis 
niorael, holding ît by both enda, and pickial it dean. Juat theu we 
wheeled into a Ëeld, and took up our place in line of battle. 

It was juat daylight. About 50 yards behind, where we stood a 
stripe of wood stretcbed right and left aa far as the eye could aee; 
bufore ua lay an open undulating country, a kind of a rolling prairie, 
Ueyoïid whicb were dark blotches of timber, where we truly gueaatd 
tlie Germana hy, A little to our front aud left, hty the village und 
château of MontbeUiard, before which, and sheltered by tho uudu- 
latiug grouud, lay 100,000 of our troupa in poaitiou. It waa a 
glofiuua ajght! There were, indeed, uo bayoueta glîtteriag in the 
moming sun, no banneis fluttering in the bjeeze; but there was a 
quiet, calm luok about thoae liuea uf battle that iu^pired a atcrnnets 
of pui:{>iwe tu ever^ muu's hcart. 
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"Jtjit jour," said Lîeutennjit Kuns, tnking tifî liis kepi in salatS' 
l') the firat fiegende iiiekf.rtêuu'oT " ttying sugar loaf,'' aa tlie Oer- 
iii:iii3 cull iba shoUs, ils the fir»t of tlie messengorB ctuiie hUsùlg from 
tho cb&leau, und rustied AWay miles behind uur poûtiou, ji^l u U> 
tho eituiny wished to ehuw ub tlis leiigth tiud rauge of llitiir piewB.. 
Tkti pUy be^au then, ami uur bitltiiliun wiu orilered iiito Ibe woud. 
Il) light flriia aud uiiuk thvir breitkfasl^, und I was seriously ossurcd' 
by the Capital Ile- A [IJutantr Major tbat at □non it would bc oiir \']at». 
ti> load an iitUuk u[M>n tbe Germai) batterieal But we were to tuko 
our "deatU foasl" firet 

"Wliuro'a Mr. M'Aleveyï" I aaked of hia orderly, 

" ' Ja«l WuTO tlie botlle, mother, 
Wbaii I uu lUio^iog iboat of jun.* 

l'iti bere, captuiu, wLat is it," aaid tho uiiject of iny inqiiiritis beiiind 

M'Alevey and I wniked ovcr tho riae iii order to bave a better view 
of ihe l'Iny. Arouiid our |Ki8iliou the deod of the eoeniy were some- 
what tblL-kty etrewu. Every uue of the Uuruiaiia vreru bsnsfiioted, 
having luàug strij'i'ed of thuir viiltiablc bwitii, and the Mttmy-lookiiig 
fcet liMikcd u thcy had beon cbiaellcd in yoUowiah Diarblo. Dut tba 
rnnumi bulchod avvay, n few [tri»oners luarched by, cacortcd by tliUM 
iboalrical lookinp warriora — the pomiiiera, Nooiicamo! "Aw-a-Jo/ 
.S»e-n-ilii*/" W« wcre lo marcli liy tbe left La Compagnie Irliuf 
liait \và the way, and wm the fint of :^Û,|]00 mou whu funncd 
third lino of bnttlc. Two Une* wcm nlrcsdy in [>o«iUoD tipon our 
Icft, sheltered bi'hiud a rise îo the groiind, ii|Kia tlie D[)|i«niiMt 
el'pi; al wbich our batttries were sending ih -\t "flyiog sugar liiaïea." 
at Ùu> Chatoau of Moiitbelliard. We had abuul onu kilométra lo 
marvb yet bvfore wo wouli) lie in pcuitinn, and n hun abimt hal( iray 
Bcrou a round ohnt pawcd through our nuik« b«lwc«n tho filn. 
|iluaghud iip thu gruaud at ihe feel of UtuetiU l'itovem und auff 
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whoni we werc just paasing at the time. Shali T confeas that I iu- 
glorioiialy ducked my head, and that 'our Comnuindant, wlio walkod 
bcaîde me, called out "pai gijmnaatique, pas gymnanliqu-e" while 
Sergeant DonnEllan ahowed me betler conduct by walkîng os coolly 
and aa erect us if he was a moviug lundmurk. We were ascending 
a sliglit rise in the ground at the time, and the ranis were more Ihan 
UBually i>pen, which accaauts for tlie bail pasaing thiough. withuut 
injuring any uf the mea. 

The General qoickly changed hîs position, while our fine old 
Colonel, always on horaebuck, checked the CommnRilant for ordering 
the "double." Beforp ub lay a wood, uiwu whieh the left of the 
Une wag to rest, and once up to the pln^^ we were faj^e to face with 
the fo& About two hundred yarda in our direct front lay one o£ 
our owQ batteries, behind which the first and second liiio of battle 
was formed, and to buth of which we were drawu up in a paralltl 
line. Hat a Germau was to be seen, but their ugly concussion shella 
burst in and arouud the battcry, and sent their âpliuters quite thick 
enoLigh about our ears. It was misérable wurk, standing behind ont 
guns coolly looking at danger witliont any of the excitement which 
turuu it into a désire for bloud. But it •aras a Bpleudïd lessou in train- 
ing the troope to coolness under lire. The shella burut before ua, we 
knew that each tlew into twenty particlcs, flying off as if seoking a 
victini, and then to stand stone still, not a muscle movtng, to hold 
the breath, expccting cvery second to get a blow, and the» to draw 
a long aigh of relief when the pièces "bir-t-ed," and left you un- 
louched, waa a somewhat trying tajjk. With tho old shell there waa 
ofteii time to avoid the danger by lying upon the grouud while ihe 
fuEO bumed out and the shell burst, the pièces flyiug upwurda and 
arouud. But with the breach or segment sheli the pièces tly to the 
front, and must act as a powei-ful propeller upon retreating troops. 
Jamea Gront, iu hia " CouBtabtc of France," tells of the aged Conde 
de Fuentes who cbarged at the head of the infantry at the baltle gf 
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R'icroi in Sp;>in, 1643, seated in &n arm chair, and I otten tfamigkb I 
that the feeling of mcm standing behind a battery with ordered artns, i 
wliile the eoemy'a ahefl ia ^layîiig about their ears, muai be aoinowbali I 
akin to the fcdings of the men whb carried tbo chair iii nliich tbo I 
Conde de Fuentea waa acated. It tnay bave heen very fine for tliti I 
Cundo, but I could pity the mon. But there «aa no li<>1p for it^ 1 
there we were, and there we should remain, and soiue of Lhe o 
lit tha rudiment atnuked their cigara, stuod before thoir men, and Itiil 
it rain nway. 

"Firat bleod, captfùn," said Sergeaat Tereice Byroe. I tumed'.l 
around and aaw the blood trickling from the face of Corporal Paul 1 
Cullou, whe was just graud by a apliiiter hitting tbe malar iMoe..! 
Tuwurds twu o'clock tlie firiiig sloekened in our front, atid orden-l 
came (or the Rrgimrril Elranifer to oociipy the wcmd tipon which tbfti 
Icft of La C-impagnif Irlandaùe resMà, The Iiiidi Company alonA.! 
was to cover 200 yards of the front; (he pUco wa» pointed ont byT 
tbe Conimandaut, anil wa moved tu take up oar nen [lOHition. Wo 
auac, howuver, in vkw o( ibo Oorman lutttcrioa, and bad no aooner 
antcrod tlio bush than a hell of fire broke around our ean. The 
abella fell at tlie rate of one a aecond, cruahing, bureting, and teariujj 
everytbiug in their cuuree, the siiUiite» thriiwiiig ihu snow into onr 
faaos an we cninehcd low bebind thu shulter of tbe w<Hfd, or s 
"lltub«" of ainall troos cpoii oar backs as we lay itiil Icngth upoïkJ 
the earth. 

For a minute nr twe tho fîre alackened, and I ventared to ioi§t 
.from trM to trco to née how thinj^ii were going un aloug llie Km 
Wu liad ono mnn uf autncwliat pocnlinr mcnLd niouM in «n 
ranks ; and as I was passing tho scatt«rod lîica I uw thii n 
upiin hin kuoea ahullered bebind a large tre«, Ua riSo by 1 
aide, hia banda nùsed in prayc, whiloUla Upi uonxl m ïl la a 
cnUtiun. 1 Ihoiight there vrna a ttreo and place for «reryibîng^ 
aud iî I fpokc hanbijp lo tbe ynpng toi li«r, h waa aut h 



"lA C0MPAG5IE lELAMDAISE," 18T 

thonglit less of the influence of yioaa nets, but nt that moiment, more 
of tho necessitf of everj man at thnt ttme, loukïug to hb proper 
front. But the soldîei wb3 down in an instaut, Icwkiiig ia the di- 
rection of the enemy, bis rifle in )ùs hnod, and I pafised on. À feiv 
seconds afterwards I saw tho sime man engageJ in derouriug a good 
sised pièce of horseQesb, irliich uppeared to be bat sligbtly don», 
hut which wos, no duubt, wetl sauced by hnnger, for the jiiinis Irish 
sultlier, Bnt, coulrtuy to expectation, uo attaek isiu luade upon our 
position, nor were we called upon to attack as we Itad bean told in 
the moraing. News had anived doring the diiy ihat Villt^Bexel 
va» not carried, and that Bourbaki with his )eft wing of tba Araiêe 
de CEêC naa in fnll retrtiat towarda the Swiw froutier. Du/Iight 
nii^rged into dusk, and dosk lapsed inCo nigbt, before the eaiinon 
frum the enemy'a batteries ccaacd to play npcii our position. A 
few of our uen were wtmnded, nwie Berioiuly, and as th« liiat shut 
from the Geriuan position possed over our beada, mauy of the ofiiceia 
bade "bon toîr" to the flying sbell that, Kke the herald of the morn- 
iug's strifo, was sent luilefi over our poûtion. The woik had ceued 
for the day. 

Beyond the open spwe tbat divided na frwn tliu cnemy, th» fires 
from their birooac îllumed the nigbt with tbeir livid glare, "wbtle 
the stata up aboTf, witb their glittering eyes, Ifcpt vateb while the 
army *ûa sleeping.'' Be^de our position a borse thut hud been kitkd 
during the day, and which had been partly devuured by the fainished 
soldieis, aSoidcd a subBtaJitial metd to tiuch tÀ the nieo m wure not 
too clioice in thnt food, and to tbe médical stodeuts of the coiupauy 
an opportunity of exercising theîr skill iu cutting sections from ita 
qutirteis. The dew fell heavily upon the wearied troops, and tbe thiu 
fi>liage of Jsnuary aâorded but poor protectitm against the damp 
culd air, loaded witb pain-ïreatiog niuisture. À sitkly fire, bux& 
amok« tban Hame, atruggicd tbrough a few logB btside wkich soma 
of us, stretched upon twi^ potkd from th« brauchca uf the trtes, ia 
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i triod to court a învi minutes of repose. Tliere was no moua 
^d ail amund wos ns dark na Erebiis, 

«icfflM, aux arma," waa shuntud Along the line, 03 the roi 
i musketiy awetled throughout tlie caui[) at niidiiight. 

"Fnll in, fall iji," M'Alevey «Olnd imt, 
I "A niglit attack, Ciiptaîn," said Lieutenant C'otter. "F«U à 

ia £h avant, mar /' 

r" Crvitt le /ta, ctua/efiu," Wew out three regimental biiglos. 
"Cetirz le/eu, easez It feu," ecbued along tlie liiie. 
ï **See what'a np now, Mr. M'Alevey." 
"Ali riglit, caiituin," mid M'Alevey, relurning in n fcw minntof^ 
yn\y an old aitillery horse that hiul brokcn Itxute and otraToi 
:w«eu the Une», whlch some d MubUea had iniatakon fur ai 

g befiire tliti dnwn next moming, Tncsday, the 17tb, liefoi 

n'a all-riiTening winga swept the fold sweat ut uigkt (roi 

HTth's dark browt, tho troups wore again upon thoir feel, cowcria 

■ the cold, with hunger giiawîng at the vital ihread that still hd 

teni la exUlenc'i'. The hiim of 100,000 men raiaed around m 

imuir, ancb an streams iniike wheii their nntt.'ra nii.>et 

c cloads «oiidded ovcr the giant trccs undcr wbirb vre Uy, m 

ua but an ftccnaional glance at tho étant that biinkod away i 

ey had uotbiug else lo do. TTn? «iiuw was uietting, and h» 

1 uiiiiiature piitia uvur tho plntoau u[H>n whicb the ;;n.>atcr p*i 

lu triKij>a hnd UJn, thu trainp of whnae fmt had converted tl 

Uin into a mi nf mnd. Batchr^ of ahivuring uiMicn Mtood arotui 

« «labers of the hatf-bumed logi of wood that fizzed and wnni 

i \iliati. The chiU nortb«aat wind peuetmted to the marruw ( 

r fnmiahod anldiun of tho amiy, whuM iniovrable tjotkiiiç emù 

Mord no protsction againit the kc«n biting blost. Handrada i 

Ma w«Tn thers around tho choked l'ampfiros of th« hîpinwo 

Ivtad, thouBanda fniat-bittvu and djumt wîthout ahoca — ererjr 
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of whom would be compelied to take his share in tlie work of the 
dtiy. But iissociatioa with hardship had hardened the lieart of every 
one, and there was little or no pity in mco's thought^. Our liesrlH 
had beeome steeled agaiiiat conipasaiou, and day by day we were 
becoming more brutalized in our ideaa. 

I auppiise I must hâve been in a somewUat dreamy mood, aa 
M'Alevey atood by my side nnd loi>ked into my face, just as a Jcw 
migUt look at a suspicions bank chèque, " Hère comee our good 
momiug," aaid te, as a siiell tluw ovev our heads kilomètres to our 
rear. 

" Son jour, bon jtur," crîed a tbougaud voicea, wbile kepia flew 
off in salutation to the airy meaaenger. And then our own batteries 
sent the return aboli of deCance over the Germau liaoa, and tbe pbiy 
began for the day. Bafore thia time we were in line, JBst behind a 
battery, befnre which a curtain had Iwen thrown up during the 
liight, and the ahell froin the enemy'a Unes ewept through the em- 
brasurca and tore up the earth eTCtjwhere about our feet. We had 
no «hclter, aa the apace bctween ua and our guna (about 100 yards) 
waa as âat aa a dining table, and as the abeil struck the ground, and 
biirst, the ogly piecea again birr-r-ed and pasaed our eara. Several 
of the men had been hiirt the day before — one or two were niiasîng 
— but, on the whole, the chances of war were sijigularly favonrable 
to the aoldiera of La Compagnie IrlandaUt. Behind us the ground 
alopod upwards, upon the suminit of which two field oflîcers' urdLT- 
lies were sitting upou their horses, iudulging in sunie quiet 
chatter of their own, perhapa planning aomcthing that should, of 
course, hâve been done — a «hell hiaaed close to the ride» of our aieu 
and passed through one of the horae's lega — a siugnlar évidence of 
Uie précision of the Qerman artiUerists, who at a distance of abont 
1,500 yards, at the fîrst shot, shaved the mark et which, no doubt, 
the ahell was aîmeJ. 

" Hold up your head," aaid aamcbody to one of the aoldiera u;ion 
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the left of the company a few minâtes Afterwa^rds, aud wlio wa« Kel 
ducking without any ap{»r«nt cause. 

"I will, sir, when there'a room fur it," wm the hnif laughing re- 
joiader oî the man irhoni, 1 afterwards heard, h&d jiiBt stooped in 
tirae to allow the heel of a shell from cotning in coDtact with hîs _ 
bead. Abont thn time tbe fire gi«w hot agaiu, and the firii 
frum the cneray's batteries became continuona. We occnpied a 
less and a danj^.iiiG place. To our rîglit and and to our left tim 
•WM sbeltor, and it was «nilpable follj to expose men without an] 
obje«t to be gained. But w«rae stîll ! About 10 a.m. a changl 
vrna made in the disposition of the Company, and I was ordered ta faet 
the woitd, tbus plaeing my men at right angles with uur owd hatl«i7 
and open ta an enSkding fire from the enem/a gnnit. 
butchrry ! One Khot wnuld hâve sw«pt the Iri^h «om|Mnf oET itè 
feet, and aa thn Khrila frnm the enemy'd baUeries wero falHng quiU 
thick enoiig^ about ita at this tinie, there «as eome danger of thii 
calamity hu()i>eiiiiig. Dut aa «bedienM ia the flrat dutjr of a soldÎBi^i'J 
we tmk np mir poûtion, and then pointed out to nur CoiiuiMn'lai4 
tlui oaclessucsB of ex|uiaing ibe men in ta dangenxu a plao« wli«r« a 
bigle ahell would ewcep t^nitigh tbe company from flank ta B 
ind the CommaHitaiit allowed mv. to tcmavc the Company to a pUecfl 
t comparative xecurity under the alope t>( a bill abuut ot 
• to the right of nhere we tben atwtd. Ilere we h 
s time of it, The mon gathered naamttnt fall of anow watSM 
nt it upiin tho alnii>st dead lîrea, and aaed thoir Iwit grain t 
on came ag:ain. The tmope had thoir packi off, and b 
auj, and triod to enatch a little eomfart froni tba U 
t neadod in tho cornera of thfir pockola, 
*' A'mxJ-rfo"/ SiK-a-dai !" waa ah')ut«d alunf; thelîna. Down i> 
■ mlunel, hia bnrdy grey Arab beopaltennl tritli mnd. 
'~ " Bn avant —narehfJ" and off we went, tho Iriah company leadin] 
lit way, We pasaed in raar of Ibo «zpoaed battcry, bohind wfaichl 
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we had atood in tho morniag, and theo skirted a wood that lay be- 
fore oa, keepîng well under thé shodow of the trees. luside the 
wood a road, or rather a footpath, ran ia a parallel Une to the 
conrse we were walking «long ita outer edge, and why tbo move- 
ment was niade in full view o£ the Gennan linea, instead of moving 
uiidcr cover of the trees, I never coald underatand. But whatever 
was the uiuae, many a good tife was loat by the exposure to useless 
butcbeiy, I often Ihiuk it a pity that ofScera are not in sorae 
degree more responsible for uaeless bloodshed, whether cansed by 
inoapacity, Indiffcrence, or neglect Sir Charles Napier said that 
an incapabla gênerai waa a murderer. If so, tbere are many such 
iu the ariiiies of Europe. Ths enemy appeared to allow us to march 
on until about 2,000 of us were fairly eiposed to their fire, and 
then they brought a couple of batteries to play upon our line, and 
opened upon us siniultaneoualy, throwing their shclls amongst the 
men with great précision and driving aome of the soldiers like 
crushed froga against the treea beside which they walked. TheQ 
the Comman'laiil indeed, shouted, " To the wood, to the wood." 
I stofid beside an opening in the timber, which allowed the men to 
pass through, aud as I looked along tbe Une I saw sheU after ahell 
]ilunge amongst the rnnks, and acatter the Uiuba and bowela of the 
Goldiery about the place, as ofiectually as if the poor wretcbea hnd 
been blown from the mouth of the camion. At that moment, too, 
1 oxperiencod the most sicldy senaation I hod ever fuit uiider fire. 
As I Btood with my bock to the enemy, while the men were passing 
iuto the wood, a cold sensation, as if a bar of iron woa passed down 
my back, appeared to creep over my apine. To turn about and 
face the bursting shell was noihing, but even a few seconda of coolly 
atandiog with one'a back to the fire while the particles are bir-r-r-ing 
past our eara in flocka, was to avoid the extravagant, escessively 
unpieasant. But it was ouly for a few seconds, the mon pasaed 
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undur the abaduv uf tUe trees, and, tu the grituiid sluped downwardi 
the position was ont) of ahulter and BdcuriLy to h11. 

" Ond be wïtli the ould tïmcs whuii il vas sabro, {nltr, and «kiai 
tlmt decided a hatcle, and not thèse inuiliberiu' ol/ii»e» that brak«s i 
man's leg a mile away," said » soldter nben we liad agaiu hidtm 
and faced about iinder tlie cover of tlie Irwa, 

"Wbat's aauc« for th« diick is sauce for tbe drake,'' re[>lie(l onntb* 
taking his cliasBepiit in hia iuuid and moving the " gardo miibile" ti 
Bee iT it waa in gtxxl order. 

*' Wl'II, by giiira, an' l'd like to see tho bUckguard tlat id Ml 
uiu, anywaya," eaid anotlier. " Tlmn there iniglit bu eome chnun 
of retnniin' the cuinjiliinont, if oiie coiild otily get a jtcup at tbi 
wbite of their eyea" 

" I)y dad, an' Td lather be lookin-,' at the back of their henda 
but listeii," and the s|>eakeni luuki-d steadily at thuir fruul, whili 
the ruU of miiskctry snelled. yoWey ofler volley, b«fore nur ixMft 
TliB silky Sound of the rifle bidlet made miwie in our tara ns thtq 
kÎMcd the air abov?, beeide, arouud us. The cnemy's batterÏM 
dbelled our post wllb their nsual accuracy and vîgour, and jud 
bcside us a battery of tnitrailleura waa growling death upou tlia 
advaticing lîiie iif Germans. 

" L* Hfffimtnl JKtran'jer — en avant — mardi*," uhoulcd the Ce 
JHandant. 

" Nuw, boys, ft blow for the old land," eaid fiomobody 1a Dm' 
aoldit^ra, and we movod up to tlie edge of tlie «uod, exjiectJag to> 
tak« part in the ooining stnigglu. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

" Wkat Ihongh tte Se\i be lortî 
)tloit;th' TinconqQerabla will. 
And Btad; of leveage, immoriul liste, 
And eoamge uovec to subcait oc jiuld." 



^^^^WB, we thought wc were "in for ît," as I lieard aorae of tLe sol- 
diers aay, wliile we moved towarda tho edge of the timber to meet 
the espeeted adTsuce of the Gennana. Our picketa were drivan iu, 
and ruahed into oas Une iu breathless disorder. Tbej almost broks 
our rnuks as we tidvftnced luider a aprinkling of rifle biillets to cover 
their tetreat. The voitrailleuse growled ftway on our riglit, whilo 
the shell froni the cnemy's batteriee burst arouiid us in terrible rapi- 
dity. Tliey flew ioto the wowl behinJ our position, and exploded 
witJi a noise like the springingof a mine. Butit was only a feeler! 
The GertnaoB retired under cover of tlieir batteries, whilo scarcely » 
bead wsa to be seen where we espected to sec battalioaa and brigades. 
The onemy wanted to find ont whether we still occupied the |K»itioa 
ÎD front of Montbelliiu'd in force. Thej expected, oi kuew, that the 
main anay was in retreat, and thought ta drive ua into confumon, by 
forcing ail f rom the field, The affair, howeyer, coat both âdes a few 
lives, and tn the wood arouud and on the open plaiti before ils, Toany 
treah, durk, motionlesa objecta were dutting the patelles of «tUl un- 
nieited sdow, ot Ijing half covered in Ihe poda of water. Shortly 
aiterwards a régiment of C}ui3xar»-a-pied al our dtsision, worked 
bravely up to within three kundred yards of die enemy'a Unea, 
suffered sererely in thùr trial, and retreated minus half tlieir number. 
The object of the moremcnt was a feint too, audfvobably împrosaed 
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I tlje enemy willi tlie belief that va woro etill iu force, and 

L meditated bccoming the aggreasors. 

^^^^^^At tbe Foot of the alope upon which we were posted n rond tra- 
^^^^^■TBcd tbe wood, along vibitih troops wcre pneeiag, ttnd gênerai* 
^^^^^^dea-de-canip, and their orderlies vere huiTying backnnrde and foi 
I warda doring the day. It waa well sheltered from the fire of tlio 

cncray'ti guns, except wben an occaaional sbetl, aiined at oiir position, 
would overtop the mark, and drive tbrougb the files thiit at timn 
wore paaaing along. Once, as I tumed round to trarc ibc proj 
of a shell tbat plungod bettcoen the trees, besido whtch yre 
placed, I eaw a mountcd trooper, horae and ail, blown yartbi 
the road into the scmb that lined the route upon eîther Btdo. 
shell liftd fltruck the horse niid exploded, sending bcast and 
ito atoms, spattering blood in every direction. But lintCDinj 
the bursting aheil became a [Mission so stroiig that «fa«a 
lut tliroe o'dock the Gring slackcned a little, there waâ 
loneliueBs around us, to ba sood unplea»aiitly relieved, bowever, bjT 
a Further aprînkliug of shell as anutber faint was niade npoa our 
outposts, and led us to Kq)eut more serinus work on hnnds. Is tba 
ntime our battalion bad not corne otT unscatbcd. A di 

was flowing from the raoks, as man aftor maa wa« 

iod to the rear, amongst thu rost ono or Iwo of the tnen of roy mm 

ijiauy. The CommandaiU sont round for the liât of ciutualtlee^ 

for the nunes of duob nien as hnd distingnishcd thniud^ 

the day, but a> wo tiad nol bcen closely engagod, I had d» 

imund for tbe military meda] — the soldier's ravrud 

ibed condnct ïn the field. 

indeed havc named half a4ozeii m«ii «ho wull m«rited 

a hîgh diatiaclioQ fur their gollaul ciiutnau uiidiT a wîtluiring 

and for the exaniple of nan^-froid Ibcy sliowcd to soliliom for 

first tinio iu act-on. But I bopoj for a better opportnnity, u I 

tliftt thoru woro mon around uw who wuuld uDooaoler aoj 
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danger nt my command. There was a coul, atciii purposo in tlieir 
coaduot; a calm, eaay (letermioatioa in their couuteuaDces, that 
spoke of a résolve to do their dnt;^ to the letter. 

In the meantime the first battalion of our re^ment had been en- 
gnged iu the attack upon the Château of Montbelliard, and had been 
bcaten ofF with much alaughUr, ouly 300 retuniing out oî 700 tbat 
had Icft ua in the mornûig, and ttie officera gave ua the dcprciuiDg 
Assurance that the Château could not bs carried wïthout u more 
vigorouB bombatdment than had yet been aeriously attempted. 

"What'a that T'Iaskedof Lieutenant Kueaa, whohad just returued 
from ihe attnck upon the Château, as I perceived a, hole in hîs blanket 
that lookcd as if it had been made by a nSe bail. The lieutenant 
looked auspiciously at the spot, unrolled hia blnnket, and there 
through the coat, just under the région of the heart, a aimilar hole had 
been niade through the tunic, which was quickly upened, waitilcoal, 
too, and there lodged in hia watch a flatteaed buUot had amadhed 
the works, and lay between the eases. 

" Vise la chance," »aid tho lieutenant. 

"Saved in the nick of time," aaid M'Alevey at out side, who hwd 
como up and leant upon my ehouldet whilu the Freuchnian waa 
searching for the bidlet. Another ofSc«r had the skirt of his tunic 
tom off by a pièce of an ol/iu, a third had a bullet lodged in 
his tightly-folded blanket, a foutth had tbe ffalon on hia kepi eut by 
a ri^e bullet, whîle a fifth, ail of the one battaliou, liad had a bail 
ihttened against a five-franc pièce that was tu his waiatcoat pouket. 
But it was ail "vive la cfianet." Fout othcera had been killed in 
the attack ou the Château, whîle the battalion had been decimated 
in tbe rank and file, 

AU the while the shella kopt tunibling in and abont our position, 
oocasionally killing a soidier or two, and wounding several othera. 
Somstiiues a sound, just such as a malnrd makes with its wings, 
y/ban alighting near a pool, vould be heard above, as ihe hecl of a 
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shcll flcw through the damp, cold atmosphère. But nîght waa begîn- 
ning to fall U|miei the aeene, We Lwl been ail day etandiiig in snow, 
rucking from one foot tn tbe othor, or atamping and sp'laahing ths 
water unJer our feet, aa tbe only iiiuana of combating tliat deadneas 
which steols over bodîes lUat are iiiaclive. We were indecd su[iplieâ 
vrilb brandy diiring tbe dny, the only tîme I snw ît served 
campAÎ)^. Bat the mUery of tha men va* pcrfoct. No cnemy of 
ihe hainan race could deaire to aee moro active suffering, than wbat 
waacnduredby tbe erroné (i« f JFaî for threedaysbeforeMonlbeUÎMiL 
Notbhig but ihc lucclteiiient of active warfare could suatoin 
through aiich a trinl. In the Irish Company therc were n few woakljr 
boya, not more tban sevenlecn or eighteen yeara of âge, Vfcak with 
hunger, haggard with misery, almoat frozen with cold, loaded down 
witb pack, ninety rounds of ammunition, and a rifle, and iheir 
Bpirita were analterabty tbe aame — indoiuiUibty Iriah. 

"Bo» mir, bon >air," was «gain shnutod in snlututinn to the abrU 
that, aftar n short lull, flew high ovur onr henda away iiito Iho quiet 
flclds tbnt Uy far miles hehind our position. Then orden «une to 
uiuve into tho place w« occupicd that moming, so that evon the |ioor 
ahelter o( the wood was to bu denied us. Thero waa, I iiuppow, ■ 
rcnaon for the order, bnt I uever could make it ont. We Inft tha 
battcrii» to take care of iheniselves, obcycd tlic last command, Mid 
wero «Don floundering along, anklo dccp in anow wator. If thera 
be limita to hutnan ndaery thuy were reachcd that nigbt of the l'tli 
Jaimary, 1871. The entini plaîn waa a gigantic pond — water, wati^ 
everywbere. The troopa had boen on foot an hour before the earlleat 
«treaka «f dawn, and wero wom ont with cold, famine, and miany. 
The highcnt <iiialîty a aiildier caii [loiueaa in that nf a hnrdy and ob^ 
dient ounjiaignor, for in action i-vuty mon ninit do aonio rîinn of tha 
llghting, uudergo somc «hare nf the danger, without nocMsarily po«- 
Midog ony other qualifli-ation bot that of brute ooiuage. To b« 
•nr^MmepAct ainj^ thaï bravei; "la the hd^lett virtne, uni 
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most ennobles a maa." It may-be so, but it aluiie is not ut &11 timiïa 
the best test of the liigbcst type of a soldier. 

"Well, here's to try the efflcacy of the eold watcr cure/' said 
K'ÂJevey, aa he rolled himaelf in his blanket and stretched out upun 
ttie sllray gmund, sLidcing iuto its embracc as efiectually as if he lay 
up'in a bed of feathers. Food there waa none, unless, indeed, some 
of the men h.id a moreel of biscuit, whicb in many cases it wos im- 
possible to gnaw. Before us lay a farm-ltouse. into which tho officers 
crowded in heaps, amongst the reat Dr. Macken and our colonel. 
Beside us an old well gaped through the grouud, from which the 
only hedge upon the plateau rau up to the houae in front of va. 
About a dozen fires blazed oser the plain, around whicb the otKcers 
of the varions régiments stood and talked over the haps and mis' 
baps of the day. The troops, not literaUy, but actually lay tialf 
.buried in the inelted snow, ;he wet eating into their bune^, aiiJ 
making many il brave soûl witsh for that sleep that knows no wakîng. 
About us luy the bodiea of tbe few meu who in the sheltered place 
had been killed during the last two days, acting as grim remindera 
of the Work in haiids. Just a littlo lo my right, and beside a poi.' 
as large as a plunge buth, but not deeper tJiati a shoe-tap, lay a 
young artillery man, bia haud aiid anu partiy hïd in the water, 
The mooii'a raya ahed a liquid pathway of ligbt across the watery sur- 
face, and I could ensily fancy with Charles Dickens that aluug that 
track the rekased soûl of the soldier waa makiijg its waj to heavuo, 
The wind made ripples upon the little wavea and inoaned a requiom 
over the corse, wbile the passing clouds drew nionieutary palis ovor 
the spot, as if hiding man's work froin tho eye of Ood. 

Beaiile where I lay a battery of arCillery was posted, and one of 
the gunners brought a Krupp ebell, which had not exploded, and 
showed it to ns, aa we sat upon the ground. Uultke the French 
sbeU it was not "pin grooved," but must hâve liaU a BDJOoth surface 
bcforo iired. Its leaded coatiug was eut by tlie grovea of the gun 
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Oè it pftssed tbrough tlje lube, ^Ilus, ne it appcars to an inexperienced 
artitlerist, giviug il more accuracy m ita rotaty motion, and a better 
fit in tho groovea of the giin. In the FrencU sheli Uio pins oro 
fttrtiady made to correspond witli ihc gun; in the Kmpp shell, the 
gToovos are mnde on en jxuuuje. But we were too weary thaï nîght 
to atudy qiiostioDa of guns and gunnery. Even M'Alevey ceased to 
joke, a.ud for the only time during tLe campnign 1 heard bim gnuubla 
as ha Iny with tLe hood of his great-coat over his head, and a log (rf 
vKjoA for his pîUow. The men sat upon their boapsackâ ia fours, bock 
ti> back, in préférence to Btretching upon the ground, and âozeâ to 
elccp as beat they could. Aa I strolled down to tike a laât look st 
tUa ooinpariy that night, 1 could see the work of the past two or 
three days writteri aa plaiuly upou the coontenances »f the men, as 
if it werc atercotyped upon my bmin. Scrgcant DonneUan wa* 
alrcndy giving way, bis once giant fonn having dwindled iuto thfit* 
of a ^ivering, starved, and hungry-looking man, with chi?ek bones 
almoet cutting the air. Sergeanta Twnsuce and Frank Byrna wew 
much the aame, but Sergeant Carey bore iiii with woudroua good 
humour, and muât bave had a c<>nstitution h durable ils wrougbt 
iron. TIe wos everywhoro. If n diapato broko oui bctwocD 
the men, Sergoant Carey waa aure to bo firat upon the spot, and 
waa equally aure ta put a Htop to it in such a uatiner aa waa likely 
to aatiafy ail, uttbvr with the rignur or impartinlity of hia licoling^ 
A» ibo pntal* of tho flowors in enriy spring opon t<) tho rcfrrnhing 
înflnctico of tho niin'a raya, u if in gladdencd «alatntîon, the aoldicn 
»f tbo Irish ComjHtny wcre, on the niornïng of the 18th, joy- 
i>aely refre«hed aa the aun ahono abovo and around tlieni. The aky 
w.-u beautîfully clear, the air waa mulionlcaa, and tho fltuh ut corn* 
f()rt ctiunwd tnerrily ibrnugh out veina us wo ngoln ati.HH] in Ilno of 
luitllu. Wu hnd, tut iianal, takon up i>ur poaition an hour or Iwo 
bofore d^ybrciOï, oold, wet, and bungry; but wheu an bour aftcr 
daylij;bt the sun came out of the funereal euvelâjM uf cluwls ibat 
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obacnreil îts dise, we tltoughC ouraelves bteaaed, indced. The firiug, 
too, appeared to be even hotter thaa the day before, as if the arlil- 
leiiets were ansious to &how the mctaphysicaJ i&fiueuce of beat upon 
famine. The shells fcom the eneiuy'a guna did not burst so easily 
upou tbe soft sarface of the plateau, as they did upon the two pre- 
vioua dajs, particularly the first, wliea the frost ciïvered the ground 
with its icy layera. TJneaploded shella were iiot micommon around 
our position, for many of them were buried in the soil vithout 
Btriking their cosea agaiaat anythiiig auffieienty hard to cause an es- 
ploùou. But they fell and cxploded quick and faat enough for ail 
that. Tlie guna of the Château were belching away aa vigorously 
aa ever, and a neiv bnttery erectcd dariiig the uight sent an oblitpie 
fire ricOuhetliug through our linea. 'l'hère were no trenchca in oiir 
haatily-erected batteries, and the oblique fire from the near position 
of the euemy, did much damage. But the direct fire from the 
Château waa even more Btrongly snstaiiied tlian on the previoua daya, 
os they apjjeared desirous of givïng us ail we could tiike, for they 
muât hâve known that before many hours we would be retreating, 
We had failed at ail points to carry Montbelliard, and the German 
position on the left bank of the Lusine was atrunger Ihan ever, 
Chcmbrier, on his extrême left, waa surprised by General Keller, 
aud gave the finishing atroke to our chances of succeas. The 
Château at MontbeUiard ia in itself a pUce of cousitlerable strength 
aud vafituess. It ia built at the extrême limita of the town, and 
commanda a view of fourteeu villages. It etanda upon a rock, and 
is, in parts, eurrounded by a trench eut out of the rock, whieh trench 
is spauued by a bridge. The place, too, has much historical interésl;, 
and it is nut a little singular that in 1422 it waa the prison cf 
Frederick of Hoheuzolleru, one of the anceatora of the présent prince, 
to wbum Fronce eau trace the darkcst chapter in her histury. lu 
the Château alao are the remains of Saint Maiubœuf, a BcoltisL mia- 
siouary, who auffertd martyrdom uuder Louis le Debomiair. Much 
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of tb« importance that llontbellînrd hn» Att^ined, bfu b«.'n Qwtng 1 
to the uuiuber of pilgrîm» wlio yi3ile<t tlie ahruie of St. Muinboiiif, I 
vit» ie, evea to tliis day, spokcn of witli voneriitioii hy thn {icnanntiy, 1 

But it wos still wet naâer font, and when, at nboiit 10 a.m., W9 I 
wore ordered U> occu|iy our old posîtioii in the wood, the taxa aud- I 
denly became overcaat fur the day, a i)cnotratîug wiiid Hwept orée 1 
the opeii K">iind, itod we were agaiu culd, wtt, and hungry. AILJ 
tbi» day we had notbiiig to eat &x((i!]>t sunte ec|iiine stcnks that J 
the inea had cooked fur breakfoat. It was oft«ii a matter of amuae- J 
ment to see tlie idbii advnncing, swordbayonct in hand, "withl 
murderoos thi>ughts înt«nt," luoking for poor Dubbiu, tb« tmiderealfl 
portion of whuse carcoâu wuiild ajiortiy afterwards be fluviMiriiig tlia I 
air, as ic wna being oonvertud iTili)/>i>f aafia au chei-al. Bnt tlicittJ 
waa liltle tinte for cooking that day, evim if wc bad had anytliingl 
that rcquired the aid of a firc to mako palatable, whioh we bad iiot, I 

"There wasA tiau," I hoard a youiig wldior ia tb« raiika tay^f 
and wbunt I had aeen faur laouths buturo a aluut, heavy inan,fl 
"Thcre was a tiniu when it waa vasior tu jnrnp uvcr nie tbaa wallta 
around mB. but by gorra I thûik that it is quttc the nthcr way aDw,"! 
atid be luoked dowu njwn bia attenuated litnbs, na if appaaling (offfl 
their vludicatÎMi of hia words. M 

But wbile crotialDg in rmr of our batt4iri««, six coDipaiûee of TureoM 
filod Mit I)cforo na in rotrcal, tkcir coloun fluttoring in iba breenj 
tho only flngA, regimontal or ci>n)|>any, i bad bccii in Kmuco. ThenI 
«en bnt two régiments of thu regidar arniy wit.h Uonibaki — oum 
ovn and the 39th of the Lino, lud both had left thuir cuLuurs lafl 
Africa,and tbeSdth aJout-of the whule Armet deCEil wns pruvidedl 
«ith a bond. Thcra wurv, hiiwever, HL-veral firgimtnt* dt MarcK m 
Tb«earo compowd uf nicn bolun^-ing tii tha vatiou» Une Itcgimentcl 
in thu avrvice, and who, liuving lo«t tbeir oim corps, ani huddlnt I 
into the fini UegimaU du Mitrch they couie iuto contact with.4 
UeUij ail otran^ts to eauh uther they muât uuucce^iarily lack thak I 
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^rrit du eorpa, ho easeutiiU to the soldier. The Tarcos appeared aîii- 
gularly eaal, tUtlmugh the slmlls were fuUiug about them, aud one 
paasedthroughtheir raiika,killiiig in itscnursefiiurorËTeof tlie aol- 
diera, and rollîng over oue of the staiidanl-bearera as well. But the 
raiiks were dresaed up immediately, the woundeJ wece carried off ttie 
fiuld, and I saw the Turcos no more. We hnd, howe^er, one in the 
Reijiment Etranger a man ubout Ëfty years of âge, and wbo had riaen 
tothegradeof acHia-lieutenantafterabnut cighteen yeara' aetvice. The 
oQicers called liîm J/ocWi bono^ aud he was one of the beat tempered 
meii I had erer met witli. Ue, like his race, was a fatalist, aud held 
it aa a crime to atterapt to avwd what Providence had i>rdained. He 
was fond of telUng storiea of offîcera aud meu wh» sought slielter dur- 
ing the serioua combats thruugh which he had paascd, aud who only 
niahed into the jaws of dea^h. Mocosh bono would no more tbink 
of ducking hia head.than ha woidd of cnrûng oc of taking tbe nauie 
of Ali in TûJn. He was, in many ways, an exemplary inan, and I 
ofteu thought that the Christian aoldiera of the régiment inight pru- 
âtably foUuw hid eicauiple aud advîce. 

But uutil noon our third day at Stonibelliard was much the sanie 
as the two previous ones. Standing firc without retucuing it uutil 
the Capitaine-Adjutant-Major called out *' La Compagnie Irlanda'tte 
jjour tirailleur." Yea, we were in for ît tben i Our time had eome 
tu manceuvre up as uear as we eould tu tbe encmy's liues. Iktoving 
along the tear of our Lutteries, we worlcud up to tbe place from 
vhich we were to step iuto tbe open gt'ound that divided us from 
tlie enetuy and about 400 yards of which we hiid to croaa api>arently 
under tho cJear sweep of their goua. Before ua lay a plateau about 
400 yarda of wbich vas a fiât, aud then it undulatcd lor about 400 
yards up tu thâ eneiuy's liuea. Juat wbere tbe jplateau became 
broken iuto ridgea, tbere wua a alight sbeiter from the euemy's guna, 
and it was there llint we wera ordered to reUeve a company o( our 
regimuiit that was akeady ia po^tiou. The Capitaiim-AdjutatiU 
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Hi^or was always kind tn tbe aoldiers of the Irish Compitny 
and generously recogniseil the diffii:ulties tbey had to contend 

a^aînst. He was miantely carefiil in pointing out the posîtioo of , 

tlie enemy's Unes, and thea took off his kepî and wished me '' boiuie ' 
rli.DKe, Capitaine." By taking a careful look at the position oE the 

enomy'e batl«riee and the natnrt: of tliu ground over wbieb we luul \ 

lo travel, it appeared certain tbat there wcre portious of thu plateau ' 

that wcre oot under fire, and that trith carefiil lianctiing vro caald I 

vrork up to our position with littlo or no esposore to ountelrea, by 4 

taking adyaatiige of the irregularitics of the graund, and hy maldng J 

the men double across or over the nmst eipesed portions uf ibe vray. i 

The ciimpaoy waa dtvided into sectiime, eiith under the «niimanU ^ i 

AU offlixr, tbe men wae throwu into ludian file, tcn fect betwccn cacfa J 

tnan, iii order to divide the euemy'a Sre, and we worked up to our poBt \ 

without loaiug a man. The position vua mnch exposed to tbe Art < 

af tbe ejiemy 'a batteries. It wosou n neckorbcnd thutalmouipene- \ 

tnitvd the Clerrnan Unes, nnd the ahelter was sa tow tlut tbe men I 

hatl to lie flat on the eold, wet oarth, to avoid the shella that ju»t ■ 

topped the geatie rix hetote them. But wc biid furthur instruction , 

from tbe captaiu wlium wo reUered. We had to send out Uying \ 

jHwttf under Liontenant Cottcr, Sergeautâ Dounollau and Corr, upou ' 

tbe rigbt and left (ilop^ of oar position, to commaud a view of tho { 
mviiie on our «ntbor sida. AH tbe litne the shelia from the boUeries 

bofore UB woro tearing npon the ground arounii a; i;ne or two fall* ' 

iug amongHt the acattered aoldiera and throwing tbo cartb in «howera i 

urer tbcir bodies, and neorly bltndiug aooio of the men with ]urticlea | 

uf tmnll atAne or annd. As the «muke from tbe oneuy'a guaa ma- { 

nounced the paaaage of an iron mcMengcr, Captaïn Tmcliu, th« * 

oflioer whom we came to relieve, aang ont ia «, h>iiâ, dear toicOi i 

" Garde la b^abe, yardt la toptbr." I 

Once or twioe whcn the men imprudenlly attein|>led t» raîae thom< j 

tetta from Ibclr potiljau, tbe abclU bunt vitli a foiy that pruvt»! ' 



" LA COMPAGNIE IRLANDAISE." 203 

the artillerUts on our front were, in the language of Sergeant Carey, 
" keepiiig tLeir eyea upon us." On our rigbt was the Chattwu 
sliowiag its tectli occasioually as ita guns nearly enfîladed cur pist. 
Eofore us were two baltarieB of field pièces, and to our loft was a 
de«erted vUliige over whieh a new battery had beea erented, and 
under ail waa a Une of skïrmisbers well Hbeltered by tlie undiilating 
ground, and seuding their stumpy bullets with sickly aound 
about ont eara, Jiwt iipon our liîft front tbere was a bouse, from 
wbicb an impudent soldier occasiooally walked and tried to pick off 
any of tbe niea wlio impnidently abowed more of their peraona tliau 
wa» safeto themselves. Hewasan excellent marksman, and grazed 
tbe kepi of ona of tbe officers wbile moving from poat to post. IC 
waa cold, wet work, lying in tLst eiposed post, and for about 
eigbteen hours tlte men bad not tosted fond. It was just noou 
wbeu we oocupied the place, and as Captain Truoho took liia leave 
be bade me " Bonite eluxnce, Capitaine, I returning tbe salutation with 
tbe new-bom sobriquet, " Bonite c/éance, Garde la bombe." Captain 
Trucbo took hia company back over tbe plateau, having loat, I tbink, 
siiveu meu, ta tbrCB hours' duty. Oor time was to expire at five ; 
the exhauation of tbe soldiors waa complète, and the bour of our 
relief was anxiously looked for. In the meanttme I placed some of 
niy best sbota to watcfa tbe markamen iu the deserted houae, aud 
between tbem, I opine, they bud a. brisk time of ît. 

Five o'clock came alowly aud wearily, and tben about 2,000 Ger- 
mana came out of their sbelter upon our left front, aud pkced 
anotber battery in position, as if to give ua a further aprinkling ut 
their sbelis, and, perbaps, under cover of n bich to raake some roove- 
mcnt that could ouly be readily aeen from the post of observation 
held by La Compagnie Irlandaise, for at that time we of the com- 
biiied armiea of the Loire and the East were up nearest tbo eucmy's 
guns, Every houraf ter I had to aead a wrilten report to the colonel of 
the régiment — otttner if neceasary. Oi.e man, Corijoral M'Rvo)»^ 
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ti»d to corry the news oF tbe uew movemeot from the eneiny'» Ilnea toi 
be xlquartera. Immediately anntlier companj of tlie Itegiment vi 
sent U> HU|>port iib in fin czpected ttttack, and tbey atteiii))tod tofl 
rroBs ibe jilateHU in close order, neglecting or hesitating to C 
Dut the lodiuit file formation thnt bad atood to us so well. 
they hnd uo souner conie well under ttie firo of tho biLttiTivB, 
the shot made Innés thrungh tlieir mnlta, stretrhed t«n wr iwelvtj i)C| 
tliein dead. and left numbors yelling witli wounda, and the remaiDdltE 
lilce a herd of aCnjj^ted sli^ep, ran over the plsteau looldng i 
tihcllor. Ail urdi^r whs biat, »11 forinutiou vm gunu, aiid tfae n 
indifférence of tho otKvcrs, brave men on I knew thein tu be, i 
haïUbroTightontboirhoftdaocensnretheynever rËCÛvcd. Th«iii 
wera sairiflced to the «heer imbecility of thitt mysterioiu oad Un 
derlug " aomelKidy." Bot uiijhl soon clused aroUnd us, t 
ruUuf fur the trinh Buldi«ra. Evurytliing aloug tbe cnomy'a liflcs Ij 
dicated » movemeut. The npikuJ hebncts of the Pruaiduii Mat, m 
tliu bhoc-bni.ih hciul-dresa of tlie Bavariuns could be soen {lUinln 
cnnngh marching nnd countcr-marching to the rightnnil Icrt nf tkdr| 
positions. As darknoM set in I ndvaiiccd tho poKts about fîfty yard 
iiearer the eut- my's lines, whero a few biuhce oStrod a acreen behindi 
«hich our nien rauld hido. Oiic-e or twiœ ou thu roundit the I 
told tne that lilnck objacts nerc Mcing inoving in our fnmt, and w 
tlio night wnit fituh durk, nnd our [mut iaolntcd nnd BdTunced,^ 
a inovumont of the ononiy wonid hnve como liko a th^ntIlI^clllp upoin^ 
our uieii. Had we beon attacked that night thore would havu bcenfl 
litllo Rcord of La CompaijnU Irlarulaùe, tar we would in tdl probi 
bility hâve jiliarcd tlie fate of a couijiany thut wa» poxtitl upon o 
lutt, IcM advonircd thon onr nwn, and which, it vm* witd, wM 
bayoneted to a man. But the ihrco daya' irork bail hordoncd n 
to our taab, and evorythiiig went duwn beforo the one thought- 
duty ! Tho houre paaaed sluwly and mlminitily, aud to lome of d 
wbo knew tbal the aroiy wm in fuU rvtro.it, and thaï wo t 
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expect kl be attacked any moment, the tiine was an ansious onc. 
About 10 p.ni. the rattle of maaketry broke ont opon our right, tlien 
HxB Geld pièces biazed anay, and a vigorous and well-suatained Ëre 
appeared to herald a geDeriiI attack aloug the line. It was évi- 
dent that Von Werder was about to assume the offensive a^ain. 
Every eye waa peering into the darkueta, evory finger aought the 
trigger of a rifle or a revolver, and every secoud we espected a 
flhower of rifle bullets searching for deatb upou our post. Not ouly 
in front, bnt npon botb flunks we were liable to attack, and if it 
were sudden and aevere the enemy would bave annïhîlatcd us. But 
the Providence that shupea our ends hatb not so ordained it to be. 
The axcitement and expected fight made us alnioet forget that for 
iiearly thirty Lours we hnd not tasted food, except, indeed, horse- 
fleah, and that for twelve hours we had lain upon tlie alimy soil, and 
the men were in no holidny or présentable attire when midnight 
came, dark as the gr.ive, but mild as an evening in August. 

During this tîme I was restîng behind a knoll, expecting every 
minute to hcar the rush of the enemy on our post, wheu suddenly 
I heard some one near me ^ve a vigorous anorc, which he repeated 
again and again, with a aplendid t;ffect, He was, however, quickly 
aroused, and as pitnishtueut, oiie of the oflicerB brought bim fifty 
yards iu front of the entire iiue, and placed him iu front of the 
entire army, to continue Lis nasal thunder, if be was ho diaposed to risk 
liis life. The man could hâve been shot, nothing could save hia life 
if he wns repnrted to tite Colonel; a cotirt-marti^d would bave dis- 
posed of him in iweiity-tour houra. Yet thia feliow's gratitude t»ok 
the direction of abuse when he rctumed to Irelaad, as be atteinpt«â 
to acreen his conduct by invïdioua efforts to make people belîeve that 
the oSicere were exceptionably crueL But tbis is one of the few 
evila of a Vulunteer Corps, indeed incidents of tbia kiud were so 
few, that an occasianal misdemeanour wna a novelty in its wny. 

" Youare relieved, captain," said Sergeaut Terence BjTiie, standing 
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anddenly by my aide, after coming from t!ie pust he occnpied nndetl 

Lieutenant Cotter, apon our left, aod wkich restuil n|toii Uio vood. I 

" Wliere," I aaked, looking for the eipected Company to occapyl 

our plfice. I 

" I cnme from the Commandant of tha pQst, sir, who ocmpiei ■ 

a position in our rear, witU Word that you are to vaoute your positioa-1 

M once." fl 

" Are you certain, aergeaut," I asked, mtK just a litlle ahade ol ■ 

euapicion, not of hia Lonetity, but doubt that, owîng to hia ioiperfect I 

knowledge of the language, ho might hâve mîstnkcn the coiniuftad. I 

" Certain, captain," he answered, assuriiigly ; *' It waa Mr. Cotter I 

fient me to you with the instruction," I 

" And why ifl it not writtcn 1" I asUed. I 

" Dou't know, sir ; I giva you the ordera os they were given to M 

me," replied the aergeant. ■ 

But I knsw Tcrence Dyme too veil to doubt the tnith of Us I 

every word. Tbo mcn were thrown out in skirmialiing order mi<1 J 

fiillowed the eergeant lato the wood upon our teft, and which btuught ■ 

ua up to witliinepeakiugdintancuof tkeeneniy'Bliues. Itwouldkave I 

bccn to ail appenroncoa aafer tu retiirn os wc Imd como acroM th* I 

plateau, l'ndcr covor of the durkncM w« could retire uiiobaemd M 

by the uiost keen-aighted of their eentriea, or the bost o( their night M 

glawes. But, aa we afterwards leamed, a Une of timil'tart yruM M 

etrelchvd ubout 300 yardit buhiud ub, and iho ComiaanJanl irai tuUl I 

tliat vro hail bocn ordured tlirough the wixid, «u that thera yren no I 

l'ronch troopa thon bettrecn him luid thn t-ncmy, Htul m rroned I 

the plateau it ia more thau probable tbat tho Cfux*K>ir>-a-pied wodd M 

hiiTe fired into our rauks and doue aome miacbit^f. It wm a leaaoa ■ 

in tha nucciiiity of nbvdionce to order». But iuto Uie wtmd «m ■ 

«runt, and wnro juxt in tiniu tu fall in at the tail of the lialtalion I 

thnt bâti oerupied the [luNt, and wbtch waa uow movin); awav- W» m 

eonld hear the oueniy's suntrica cou^-h pUinly «DUUjjb. bot oui 1 
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object was to get away wnobserved if possible. Occnsimially the 
aloreuly-armnged tins of the sfddiera would lattle against eacli othur, 
and the noise sounded as cleac as tbnnder in tbe still, dead, atmo- 
sphère. The rattle of thoee tins threutened at anj moment to 
bring a fire around uur eara, and more lives migbt be at aiiy 
moment sacriiîced to the neglect of not attending to such trilles na 
make up the efficicncy of a soldier. " Silence, silence," was whîa- 
pered along tbe Une. " Silence," as aome incautioua Boldier Btumbled 
over a log iiito tha buahes that lined the route, and causeJ the 
aentry at the other sido of the narrow belt of timber to cocb liis 
rifîe as we could jilainly liear the " click, click," of the spring. But 
we aoon Teached our line of HraUleuri, and then sought our bat- 
talioa. Tliis was a bewildering task ; and although not filty yarda 
from where we were, we were fully an hour seavchïng for our 
decimated régiment. They had been engaged at tbe attack npon 
the right of our line, and had returned tbe akeleton of what they 
nere. But I repoitcd to the Commatidarit, and Ihen sought tlie 
comfort of a stretch upon the leavea that were abundaiitly spread 
uudemeath our feet. The army was ail the time in fali retreat. 
Troops were hurrying off in ail directions, aud it was eipeuted 
that three or four o'clock wouIU see the iast of the army of Bourbaki 
away, To our régiment was left the houour of covenng the 
retreat, and aa we were the l^t company of the régiment, we should 
be the last to leavc the field. 

But tired nature should rest. Even in the presenco of death 
exhausted nature must bave repose. By the dtm and flickering 
bivouac fire, with a heavy mist falling upon the ulready wet ground, 
I had a few aticka throwu together, a tog of wood for a pillow, aud 
had two hours' gorgeous sleep. 

There was one man however, who with S persévérance worthy of 
Bucceas, conlrived tu atring a few linea o( poetry together, aud with 
vifid reality, pietured his position and thoughts upou the oi 
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C^t SitniintVB âong. 

(WRITTBX OX «KAirD «UARD AT MONTB ■.LLI AED.) 

I STAND a sentinel to>night, 

Witbin a hundred jards or so 
Of ProMian fires ; tbe larid light 

Berealing manj an armed foe. 
The cold wind whiatles pastiny ear— 

My coat is white witb falling snow— 
As, dreaming of tbe faded jean, 

I lean upon mj Chaseepôt. 

A roTer o*er life*8 dreary tide, 

Witboat one smile to ligbt my way, 
Witboat a borne, a friend to guide 

My wandering fooUteps wben I straj, 
Or cbeer me on my weary way ; 

Yet I had ail long, long ago. 
But tbey bave fled, and I instead. 

Hâve got a gleaming Cbassepôt. 

And brotber, loTer, friend, and borne, 

My Cbaasepôt is now to me ; 
And sball be' wberesoe'er I roam, 

0*er amiling vale, or monntain free. 
Ab ! ' fortune was nnkind to me ; 

But I care not now, for well I know 
Tbat IVe a tmsty friend in tbee, 

My faitbful little Cbassepdt. 

One bope ii mine — I gnard it well. 

For it obeers my beart fnll many a day^ 
Tbat I may ttand a lentinel, 

Upon a green bill far away ; 
And if Heaven grants tbia wisb to ma^ 

For liberty to atrike one blow, 
Dear Erin, I will gÎTe to tbee, 

A trae beart and a ChaaaepAt. 

OWEJf T. MULDOOV. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

'■MonutainB interpoa'd 
Hake enemica oF niLtioue wha L&â elae, 
laie \iaârei draps, iKea miuglod Into 



" CAnAiir, c&ptain," whispered somebody in my bak abont 5 a.m, 
on the moming of the 1 9t)i, and after I had had nendy tliree houra' 
sleep upon niy liiKurioua bed of sticks. 

" What ia it, aergeant," I asked, looking np at Sergeant Frani 
Byriie, who bent over me, the butt of liia Chsssepât reating upon 
the ground, while the light of a sickly «imp fire fell upon hia face 
and enabled me to trace at a glauce the eSect of tbe last fcw weeks 
of famine and fatigue, upon hia fram«. Sergeant Byrne waa ïa 
every way a ciean and exemplary aoldier, yet ev«n he appeared in 
DO holiday or présentable attire that stUl momiugin Janwary, 1671- 
For weeka the men had had no opportiinity of waahing hands nor 
face, and foc the laat four days even the offic«rs of the amty vere 
compelled to allow the dirt to accumulate upon their peraon», except, 
iiideed, what could be removed by a vigoroua application of anow- 
water. Bymo'a eyea were sunken, hia cheeka were hoUow, and the 
cheek-bonea protruded so as abnost to ispeak " hunger." Hia once 
well-proportioned body waa attenuated, and as he atooped over me 
vith blackened handa, a face well tanned by expoaaro, and made 
darker atill with a lésa cleanly dye, I couîd not help smiling at hia 
appearaoce, or in hia own words, " at the figure he cnt." His uni- 
f i>rm, too, waa covered with dirt, the clayey soil upon which we had 
lain when ont on tiraUlmr the day bufore, havîng left dark blotchea 
from hia kei>i to his gaiters. 
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"The ConimandaiU wblics to see yoii, sir; llio adjutnut Las bee 
bere," wbispered the sergeaut, etraightening himwlf as lie dclivero 
hia iuatruction. 

" I waa sooQ npon my legs, much refreahed after my three liooni' 
repose. I could see by the flickeriag camp-fircs that aoiae of ou 
tionpa had departed, and tliat préparations wcre everywbere beinj 
taade by the mea of the Jitgimeni Etranger to follow the tetrentjnf 
A rmêe de CMit. The men were falliiig in, and tlie »i>m 
buay cftUing the roll iu a hnshed nnder loue, And "dùparatd, diêf 
parueJ," tnt the most commoa ansvfer I hcard as I pansed along tl 
Uiie. I aoon fuund tUe fire, beaide which the Cimunandanl ut e 
gtiged in puttïng a freab ruiuid ut cartridge iuto a ajdcndid dnubU 
barrelled breech-loading [liatol whidi be held ia hia left httnd. 

" Bon jour, mott C'omniatjdant," I said, as I took oiï my kepi t 
salutation. 

"Bimjour, Capitaint," replied the Cotamandant, aa be lowked n 
for a second, before pUciug bis piatel iu hîs îxJt. 

" Captoin," cuotinued tho Cmamandant, " of enana yon know -m 
are to form the rear-guard fur the nrnty, and it îb more iban likdj 
thftt before we get away wo shall bave the Gcrmans down upoti m 
Aa yonr company ia th« Lut of the battalien, yoii will bc reqnirod ti 
act as retir-gnard to the regiiuent. Last in lut iitit, y(m kncrw," sut 
the thrf, with au apologeticat exprcwion, which might mean "It^ 
juat your luok." 

" AU right, mon Commaiidanl, 1*11 do niy beat," I re|)UMl. 

" Wdl," aald be, " i( yuu are preasMl hanl, rutreat along tfac row 
towardj) Sainte Marie, wUere, if the cnamy pm« yoa, yon will b 
sure to oTortakc ibc battalion." 

"Bol ace we to romaiu borol" I aaked, boping for a oegatifi 
«ply. 

" Ko, no, youll follow ni into the op«a : U i« tl>en we ùuXi poi 
•iblf ancoonttr tb* Qernuuu, for thcy ato m«M«l ou Umc wIm q 
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na If we are noC attacked, ^ou'U coiitinne to retreat with na ; if 
we are attacked in force, ne sball ail bave to figbt ; but if ouly 
elightly, jrou will engage tbe enemf and gire na time to get away. 
You nnderBtand î" he aaked, lookiug iuto my face, and raising bim- 
Rel from tbe groiind. 

" Periectly." 

" Very weU, Capitaine, if Ood pleases we sball meet ugaia," and 
tbe cSf/'estendedbis hand to me, and then moved away to bi'ing tlie 
battalîon " out into tbe open." 

Tbe Irisb Company waa quicldy in line and prepawd for tlie 
route. The head of tbe battalion Bcwn after conimenced to move, 
and tben witb (Mntiiraa stepa we foUowcd in tbe wake, " Silence, 
tiilence," was tbe wbiapered command, as we made towarda tbe gate- 
like passage in tbe end of the wood, wliich lead to tbe open plain 
beyrnid. The Ëfiott to niarub quietly waa painfnl in îts intense 
unxiety. The leaat noise would botray our présence to tbe eueiny. 
Thoae villanoua tins rattled again, and snunded llke tbe diacbarge 
of artillery upon our straiued aenses. " Silence, silence," bisses the 
CapitaiiK'Ailjntant-Majijr, aa some incautioua soldier atunibias into 
a bush, and hja conirades fall over him to be compaiiious tn the 
catastrophe. Al thia tinie the entire army of Bourbaki was two 
days before oa in full retreat towarda Besançon. We wero tbe laat 
rogiraent in tbe field. If we were attacked in force it would bave 
been anolher Orléans for the Régiment Utranger. Tbe Gennan», 
bowever, knew wbut they were about, and appcared to judge our 
uiovemcnt witb meohanical accuracy. But just as the head of tbe Iriah 
Company was about emerging from tbe wood, we balted and liatened 
for anytbing that could indicate the ad^ance of the enemy, but ail 
waa aa aileut aa the grai^. It was perfectly dark. Objecta twenty 
paces away were undistinguiahable. We were commcnciag to con- 
gratulate oureelves upon our probable success in avoiding tbe wary 
foe, when auddenly like a clap of thnnder, a voUey, tbeo auotber 
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" Htimiglii^H 
nging ttpnn^^H 



Aiid iUlother vas thrown upon our ranks, <ujd tlie musical 
fauiragh, Vorwarts, vorwarts," ot the Bavari.TUB caine ringing txptftf 
DUT cura. Bcfore us a liae of tiraîiUtirn wns stretchedAcron the 
giinm, and they quïckly gave way before t)ie ndvaRring «ncany, and 
came pell-meU upon our ranks. I had not beon UAA that the CKm^ 
levn-à-pitd were in oiir front, and we were about to jMiur ft »oB( 
iuto the ranlcB, but that ne fortunately diucoveKd oor tnîstake il 
tim& TLe tinStetirt how-uver retroated, and left us i>nce moré, 
nearest the foe. Fur a few minutes tke bittalion hositatod, m 
expectiug to Se attAckod in fnrce, and tht^n they inanJied aWKj 
leaving ua behind hi the post of honour. We Itned tho womI 
Awiûted the enemy. Hap<baeard fire vus Ihen thniwn intv 
rctreat, nud a hnp-faazard lîr« wus returned. Tlie (Jermane ht 
tat«d to sdvance iii the dnrk, and ure slionld engnge thcm in otAf 
ti enable the battaliuo to ««cape. If \ke eiiemy moved on & lil 
in our front Ih«y «ou td havo uffectaally cut«ff our retreat and brougb| 
Hâ np like a ]>WitA at bay. The drupjnng fire was vigaroudy siu- 
t dned un U)th sîdua, eacli ûiniiig at whnre tlie fliuh vi tlicir enemy's 
guaa iudicalcd iJicir [ircMenra. Ât thia tinio Uic Ocrmans could 
not kave b«eu more thnn -one bundrod farde in oui dîroct (root. 
iS«tb «ur lUiilca were eijioW to attuck, and in our frout aJoae 
cottld we bave miule a vigoraus reajtitiuiw. The eueray f!r«d 
random. along ■ considcndilc purtiun of their lioe, nbile we, ii 
wnt rsndom volleyi in tlxi direction crf the fueilndc, «hich tolit 
•f wWc tbo Oe noans wcrc. Ilic Imltet^ fK»in the «^ncDiy'i 
eut tbrongh the tlmbcn, and hiim^ obuvo uid voiind us. Suddcnly 
howcrer, tlie £riii^ in oar front ocMed, and I «as pivparing to tah* 
LaCompagnif /r/orubrif away wheu Ihcard llie stoclcof sriflooonu 
ruto contact with MoidKidy's fatud, aud vrbieb va* quickly followed 
by a low, hÎMing «rdcr at " Keop up lo.your woric, yiin dog," 
As 1 lurncd aronnd to lueetlùn tbs caiuM I coiihl Ince tbo 
oatline uf Sergeaot Cuvy's wdl-{ini|Mutioni)d form, standing 
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Ûie prostrate figure of a fallen man. The slfickeii aoldier va» 
tumbled iuto one of the many thorny buahea with which the wood 
waa abuiidaatlj dotted, and the efforts he mode to save hiiuaelf 
from the effocta of the tbornsj were amusûigly dramatic. A re- 
volver at liia hcihd quickly brought him up to toe the line with his 
companiona, by whom he was afterwarda known uoder a «uiiùnjuci 
ueither coiaplimentary to his courage, noi his sensé of houour. But 
aa there — 

" la Qo Hock howBoercr Katclied or tended, 

But ooB àeaà lamt) ie thore, 
There ia no fireaido howaoeveT ^fondfd. 

But haa une vacant cbair." 

So is there alwsys to be found one tmant aniidst a achool, one cowotd 
amidst a company. Few indeed of the Irûh soldiere ever stooped 
to waate a cnward thoiight on life, but fewer atiil ever boasted of 
indifierence about the dread unci-rtainty. True courage fears, but 
l atill faces the dreadcd portai of eteruity. 

But the uiifortuiiate wretch waa punîshtid with BuJiioient vigour 
! to ciinvince hîni tliut obédience to orders was in his case the better 
port uf valour. Carey stood ovor him like a chiùiied lion, and never 
parted from his aide uutil he taw the unhappy man sheltered behiud 
a tree, and blazing awa; at wherc the continuons firing froiu the 
euemy's rifles indicated thelr pres^ice. 

It was Etill quite dark, our batUUon had gone, and the Iriak 
Company, then reduced to about aixty-five liflea, wus etill behiud 
upon the Held of Montbelliard. The fighting of tbe paat three daya 
had itideed heen of a wiigular tkature. Witb the ezceptiou of tha 



■"Tia Bot the bmre maa thut feela no leal, 
Tut thut vête atnpid aad iiEutiuiial, 
Bal Ue wlioBB noble bjhI Ihat feai snbduB», 
Â&d bmTtilj dftreB tbe dsDger oainre abrinlu from/* 
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twelve honTB we were on liraUleur, our dnty was eimply to etand ■ 
in Une of battlc, and see our friends oo every sicie, bcîiig sont ta ■ 
eternity. In tlie (tiatanceacluad of aiDokeisaeen, the noLieof adi»^^ 
chargcd mnnon qiiïckly fullows, then tlie aliell Btrikes bcaide youj ■ 
Boinc of your raen are down, their loat reckoriing haa been rcndered^ I 
and theyhavp passed fmmtimcintoetemity. There waaipuchflf tWi 
danger of a vigoroua engagement, without any of that ezcitement Affl 
craving for blood, which to some ext«nt dcadena ibc feeliogs of Bi>ldi6»<fl 
whcn in close qnarters. Wbeu we w«re on tirailleur, aJthoitgli expowd.1 
of the enemy's fire on ail aides, etUl we werc coraparatively bi^pT'.fl 
Tbe eicitement aent tbe blood coureîng tbtougU our vdnM, tnd'l 
we touk a vicious, and a legitimate or bumsn pride, in pickùig-offB 
onr enomies. Now things were mock tlie sanie, unly we were fXî^ 
peniling our aoimunidon on thin air. The Irish Company lud n^Ê 
mained long enough bebind. It wos évident tho Oormana heaitat«^H 
ti) odvance in the dark; tliey were not in snfficient force to pnm uH 
tliat moming, Vod Wcrdcc kod already Rccompliflbed one of thiW 
nost brilliant feate in tbe history of inilitary warfare. Be luulfl 
fiiiccecded in doiug at Belfort what Napoléon the Piral foiled to dn itfl 
Mnntna. Von Werder bad with 45,000 nicn, lic!d a position botwMlB 
ihs Arniy of Bourbaki, numboring at lenat lOO/IOU men on ooealde^l 
and liad bold in cbeck the garrison of Belfort ou the other. TiHwB 
An old Britùfa Begiment in Egypt, Von WerdiT bad plac«d bia troojwfl 
bikck to back, ami «nooenlad with leoit tlinn biilf tbu force itf tb» nk^l 
tacking tronpa, in beating off hoth. Dut it wiu not ko moch Lbe mnii.M 
M the noana that acconipliabed thi« brillîaiit rceuU. Individnallyfl 
tbe Krenckman in eiinal to ftny aoldicr îii the world; in doah, idfl 
eiprit, in gallant doring, in élan, in ail ibat canutitutca eniirnge audfl 
enterpriso the Prencbman baa no Bii[ierior. In eliivnlroos conduct b^fl 
t-vtn tarpMKa the msn vtha stand* to-day bofnre tbu irorld as his ooii>4 
queror. But aboeli'ss.foodleM, almost nudo, witb thoclotheehanginafl 
in Ultered fra^puenU frorn theîr penuua, the raw IotÎm of Mnbjfaafl 
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tneqna.! to the taak of endurance irhicli a demoralized Inten- 
dance aaked them to encoimter. It waa eveu mote than the troops of 
tlie regular armj' cauld bear. In the entire a.rmj of Bourbaki there 
were but two iine régiments intact— the 39th and the Regimnit 
Elranger. Much of the havd work fell to the lot of thèse two corps. 
AU the dangeroufl positions were entrasted to their keeping. Yet, 
even tbey succumbed to the hardships, and sank in hundreda beneath 
the fatal System which left them without supplies, Everyrohere 
around us men lay dying of famine and cold. Hundreds stopped en 
retraite, aad declared they could "go noEarther." Tlie Irish Com- 
pany was uo etception to thia ;^eneral break np. Six or scven of the 
men remained upon the field of Mouthelliurd completely broken 
down. As I took La Compagnie Irlandaise eut of the wood that 
tnoraing, there were a few Dames miasing when wc nezt called the 
roU, aad the melaucholy record " diaappeared, disappeared," waa too 
oftcn the simple épilogue of their career. But our work was etillbcfore 
H8, Day would soon be breaking, and we stole away while it waa 
Btill dark, leaving the ghastly field behind, and tukiug the route in- 
dicaled by our Commandant, But while yet in danger of attack, 
the men beiog out in skïrmishing order, and making for the road, 
while we occasioiiaUy halted expecting to see the dark blue uniforms 
of the German soldiers burating through the gloom ; a voice which 
I ihought a famihar ono, eallod out " la that the Regimbent Etranger î" 
For the inataot we thought it miglit hâve been a rwK de guerre of 
the encmy, and the mon were down upon their kneeSj every finger 
waa upon a trigger, awniting the order to &re, when the familiar 
voice sounded again, there was no raistaking ita owner, it was our 
gallant oU Colonel, wbom we had left behind. Juat thcn the enrliest 
Btreaks of the coming day pierced the sombre eavelope above, and I 
oould trace deep thought upon the face of the fine old man as be 
came and walked beside me. He waa visibly efiected by soue iu- 
ddeut, and I auxioualy asked bim if he hod been wounded. 
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"No,' QO, GfpUainr,'' he replied wïtli a toiiu ol sorrow vhïch ts 
perplexed me more, and tben turiiing Iiia hnudaumu, bntUe aearcd f u 
tuwards me, lie coutinuetT: "I Udd jour Commandant that I ahou 
reiniûu bohind witli your companj. Capitaine, and be Ihe laat tmi/i 
and [ tricd to take a few liours' rest at tLe farai-hmise, n bicb bas b 
our beadquarters for the last tbree days. Vou migbt hiive k 
il was not moro tbaD âve hundrud j-nrda frum the Uuraiiiu Uues,bi 
80 nUeltered by the iuequaUtîes of ground as to be sufe from t 
euenij-'s nrtillery. Well, you remember the officer you relieved yai 
dny on tirailleur.'' 

"Vas, mon Colmt/," I unsTi-ered, "Tniubo, or ita We clmste 
him ' Garde ta bomht.' " 

" WoU, when we wore Attacked this moming. anotbor <^o«r m 
myaelf rushcd fvom lUe bouse — tho enemj was withiti twonty y 
or ue, but wc trii'd to eacuiie nevortheleaa, aud as our figurea w 
Tclieved-by the «iiuw, )Ue GermnnH fir«d at ua, aiid 1 aui hc^ro." 

"But the (ithcr uiGcer, mon Caloaci" I sAid, aow suNpoctiiig 11 
triitli, whiig tlie colooel sltuok hb bisiul, uttered tlio simiile Word 7m 
mentioned a namo, it was Tnicho, poor, bravu, luuch ru^jrctted ' Gar 
la bomht.' " 

Foodlcas, and in msny cases shoolesa, we comuienccd tbnt d 
nus rotrcjit. The main omiy liad been moving from the (idd ( 
tlia ImI two daj-s. The ixiuntry tiroimd woe devastated. lloni 
bad becD for days our only eubsisCouce; bread nor wiiie could n 
bad for any priue, nor for auy cause, llic wooda and fiulds u 
Munlbvlliiird were strewu vrith curiiaiis. Every Louse liud ils w 
Boldicr, aud the simple eortegc whtah murki^cl thn end of i 
oareer, tnigbt bo eoen moving from niiuiy un humble dwolling, 

Tho dtlrù of war was itrown oJong oiic routa in prodigkl \ 
(ubIod. Bnilceu waggvus, disinouuted guua, dead and dyiug t 
hack«d tu picMS by the possing truops, «cre everywhure ta b« n 
JÎJr «bout hoU-a-mik the deod uen wenas thickas beiTiea,Mid^ 




"la compagnie ielandaisb.'' 217 

a few wounded, crawled into tbs shelter of the ditch, wbich, in tiio 
manj cases, they probably never left alive. As if cooscioua of their 
approttching fate aud our own position, they loofced wildly ut «» 
AB ne psâsed aloDg. Their disteiided cuuuteDiinces told vi the 
mental agoiiy they were enduring. They felt thnt api«!jU to us wn* 
useless, except, indetid, dow and agaia, one of the Irisb aergeants 
stopped and puured a inouthful of water into the parched and 
(evered hps of a wouaded Frencbman, as he lay gasping apon the 
snonr. The route we had passed four days ago full of hope atul 
dreftias of victory, we now re-passed, diapirited, and nlnioat dcmoral- 
ized, Beneath us the little viUage of Dung nesUed upoii the hur- 
der of a stream, and, as vie croesed the bridge, we tuuif up position 
to diepute the passage of Ihe stream. The enemy shelled the woods 
behînd as with their ii«ial vigour. Their edaiivun exchmiged ^ota 
^ith UB frotn the beit of timber that akirted the upper bauk of the 
rislDg ground beyond the Uttle river. Our oolonel was stili witii 
U3. The river was only foi'dable in oue ot two phiees, aaJ if 
attacked we wereto eheck theîradvance. We hadan t^ceUenlptiai- 
titiii. The geueral of our division— Rebillard— left two mitrail- 
leuses aud two aûc-piNiuders to hclp in the defc&ce of the atream, utid 
fliiid he eutrusted them in our kouping kuowiug that we would 
défend them "à la mort." The Germans shelled the wood in oiir 
immédiate front, and their eclaireur» exchanged ihots with u», as 
they worked their way to the edge of the trees before us. It was, 
too, a gloriou» day. The génial atmosphère Lud already commeiiced 
to féal the reviïing power of the iiew year's sud. The snow wua 
melting under the influence of the beat, and tho weather contribnted 
nmch to revive the droo|iûig apirita of the eiJiauated suldiory. 
There is a sensible întprovenient iiL the weather about the end ot 
January in Central France. Uuch ef tha froat has goue, the air 
becoraea warmer, and the génial and baltuy influences of fipiing 
commences to reuder exi;jtence out of dourâ luoi'e comCoi't^le, thau 
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in the trying montb of Deeember, The vîUiige of Dung wliera i 
halutd, biLd a population of 381 aawïs, aiid tbe majority of the vjl- I 
lagera took rvivg'i in the woo(U and iu the celiara, wh^n tliey aaw I 
tUiit we wcre prepared lo dispute the (josaession of the place wîtll \ 
the advancing foe. 

"Ailfz, alia, alt^,^ I hcard an affrighted pensant call ont to i 
nomau wLo was evîdcntly hia wife, and who waa running Wtire \ 
tiin, whilc be followed wttb rapid etridcs, protruding oj'cs, and dJs- ] 
tcnded jawa. With aU his hurry, the peasaut was not indiffereul J 
tel hia créature cotirfurts, for I noticed thnt be waa engagfd devouiitig I 
a giirgeoua piecfi uf méat, wbicb to me seemed to bave tbe bue of | 
horscflpâh. 

A small inn atood besïdo the place allotted to La Compaynié 1 
Jrlandam, tbo door stood invitingly open, and I eotered to 117 « 
buy or beg a dtiiik of wiae. 

"Notaearafon, Cii/'((ainf,"said tLeoldman, wbofloandcredftbout 1 
sp)>ftrently in a itate of loeutnl torture, bia deep aet ey» and finiriott 1 
countenaoce 1)etraying tbo emotioDs bo failed to express. "Em^^fl 
Uiing I bave in the world," coutinued Iho proprietor, "I bnriedi 
under the tbree crosHin y»u se« outaide tbi; gurdcii, and nbtch I 
tcud to mako th<Mc jiiggish Ocrmaus believe bave been Arocted orcr | 
tbo rcmaiDs nf aomc aoldiors who bave bven killod in thp groat b 
of the but threo days.'' 

"We may bo hero an boor yet," I repUed, "aiid you can malu af 
b.irvcHt if you uuuarth your treasore and s«U it to the nfQoen, ftfel 
j onr own prica Comu, l'il taki: twcaty francs' woctb (or m; «< 
Company to begin wtth." 

"No, no," hurriodly anawered the old man. "No, no; tlici%'l 
tbtre, J/ou i>»M, Bi«n /Jùru, we ahall ail be killed," bu abnuat aereunad I 
lia a bIu:!! buntt Xxitact the ilcii>r, and 1 hurried out iif tlie botue a 
t<ucUng cvory ininul« I0 mw thn cncmy barat through tlic timbcr iaa 
front or flank. Uut tbe Oonuaos woro slow, \erf alow that momiag. J 
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Ha<l tiey preaaed us in force, thousanda of the diapirited troopa 
woiild hâve fallen into their handa. However, aa events proved, 
ibey had a better game on hands, and left ns to continue oiu* disaa- 
trima retreat. 

Fondiess, almost shoeless, witb empty haversacks and lieavy hearta, 
we commenced onr harrasslng march. There woa no disorder, no 
broken ranks, no crowding, everytliing was cuuducted with soldierly 
précision. Skirmiabera moved upon our flauks, occasionally turn- 
ing to dieck the adrance of the enemy when too closely pressed. 
Diocipiitie was aa rigidly enforced as ever, and the men were 
tboronghly in bands. But famine had done ita work, and the 
emaciated and ragged tioopa looked wretched indeed. Men feU ont 
of the ranks to die in the ditchea. It was, indeed, la misère. It 
waa very comnion to Bee men from whoae toes the tlcsb had actually 
rotted froBtt frost, lîinping in agonized wretchedceas, o^er the broken 
and fiinty road. There was notbing bat retreat or death. The 
fîeld Ambulances were crowded, tbe mules bad ail more than their 
légitimât* burtben. I tbink it was on tbe firet day of onr retreat 
that poor Sergennt Doonellan came to me and declared be could go 
no further. He wofi wom to a skeloton, His giant and splcndtdly 
proportioned figure va* attenuated, and hia handsome face was 
ahrivelled, while bis eyes protruded witb a ravenonB-Iookiiig exprès- 
eion. Dn tlacken had aiready told me tbat he feared ît was ail up 
witb Donnellan. HardeiKd as m^i's bearta become in a rough cam- 
Jiaign, I waa moved to compassion by the wretched plight that that 
gallant Iriahmaa was in, aa he etoi:Mi beforo me during a abort balt, 
as with Boldierly grâce, and ever prompt respect, be brougbt bis 
rifle to bis sboulder, and declared that be "could go no fartber.'' 
île tad, aa was cuatomary, made a hole ïn bis blanket, through 
which he put bis bead, and the (olda of the shoddy covering fell over 
hia shouldera, and gave him some little protection from the weather. 

"Come, DonueUan, make anotber effort," I sald, as he B4( iipoa 
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tUc bank besiiie ihe road, and I eaw tliat the troops were aliout to 1 
move on again. "Corae, uld fellow, tiy agniii, just »uo more luklt, j 
aud l'U du my best in tlie meautûne to gct you a lift." 

" Il is no use, cjiptajn," he answercd, every place U (ull, tWe ifl \ 
not the gbnal of a chance uf getting on eitlier a mole or anythùig J 
eUe, aud I raay as noU give up liere," and lie beld out IiU luutd to 
me i» ùna résolve. " Woiit yoii Write ti> my motber, captaiii," lia 1 
coDtinued, after a momcut's pause. Juat tlien I saw a nian taken 
out of mie of the chairs, which waa carried by the mules, and it mu . 
évident from the nny the soldier was handled, tluit he waa dood. 
I ro^hetl over, and fortunately atumbled acrosa Dr. Macken, through j 
nhuse aid I succeedtMl lu gettîng DunuelliLii iuto the vacant i 
But lie did iiot nppear to uiiiid much whcther he went or 
and as he was strapped iu the pince, and lotitcd anmnd with an I 
oxpi'cssion which I int«rpreted to hâve a grave miagiving, whsthu | 
or not ho would ovcr aeo the monow'a aun. But the "fuU in'' 
nDUuded, the coniiuaiid m roatr given, and we were away once u 
I remember tuniing around tu eaa U 1 could distingoiob tlie gallaot 
«crgennt aniidst tbc nick of corta, atid wsggouH, and mule t 
nnd I rcmembcr waving him an adieu, which hc courtcoualy r«- 1 
turneiL Poor fellow ! I iiever saw him again, and ho nmst bave ] 
died uf piue lixhiiiuiiion, ot rapid cotiaumptiun, bruugbt on by a- 
ceaàre lumhdiipa. Every tuau tu the Company had tlie gnatutA | 
ratpcci far DonncUan. He waa the haïu-iJtal of a dùvalruuii uan. | 
Ho waa a iwrfi-vt Itnyard in hia tvay, and what won luft of Im Com^ 
foynit IrUadaiM rogrctlod tho toaa of hin «oldicrjy expcrivncR I j 
(ull iiito ODD of my drcamy moods, as wo tnidgiid along, and ïf I 
•l>eculat«d u[m>u how a poor lady in Qalway would bear tho aad tid- j 
îngN ut har aun'a fat«, and (ouiid tîuie amiiUt ihu triahi ot tlial 
rctrvat, ta tcndcr a aytupathoLÎc feelîag of respwt for h«r «orraw, it I 
WM nut tho natuml oulpour ai tuy reapect towarda a man wkom I I 
was proud to call my friand. Fate had boGU oukiud to Anthony I 
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Donnellan, but withal I eiiuld'nt help aaking royself " waa France 
worthy of Buch a sacrifice 1" Even Ihe honoure he won upon the 
hard-fought field of Orléans, he iiever reoeived. The cross whïch 
shouU hâve decorated bis breast he never got, while Gambetta wîth 
prodigal hand dïstributed décorations to many a carpet hero of tlie 
Bepublic. But m a quaint old Kew Englaud primer says witb 
aimple force — 



The dead past burïes ils dead very quickly in thia world of ours 
and amidst the exciteraent of a campaign, the dea,d past îs sooa 
forgotten. 

But we ehould preas on, for Von Werder's cavahy occasionally 
pressed upon our rear. The 20th and 3l8t corps were already two 
days' match before ours. They had paased tlie fortiâcationa of 
Besanijon, and were in fuB swing for Lyona. But it waa then tbat 
Slanteuffel camo duwn upon our broken and diapirited troopa, and 
drovs them acroas the 8wîss frontîer. He accomplished, perhaps, 
one of the grandest achievementa of the war. He came full awing 
frora the east of France to assiat Von Werder in hîs reaiatance 
against BourbiUii. He aaw the position of the two nrmies wîth thaï 
quickncsB that had distinguiahed the Gcnnan commauders during 
the campaign. Bourbaki had hoped that Qaribaldi, with bis corps 
of Bepublicau Volunteers at Dijon, conld check the advance ot tlie 
Gcmiau commandera coming from the East. Dijon stood directly 
before the German troopa, In the hauda of un able commander the 
garrison could hâve aerioualy im]jeded the German advance, and 
saved the Frencb trooi». But Manteutfel measured his man. He 
left a amall force to. look after Dijon, and hurried on hinue!f 
to overwkelm the dispirited and defeated French. He Bucceeded to 
the letler. Ho blocked the retreat to Lyons, and forced the famished 
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soldiery of the Republic into neatral territory, and the 20th and 21st 
corps were huddled pell-mell across the border. 

But our tum was coming. Ton Werder was too much weakened 
to follow us with vigour, for he sbould still press on the siège of 
Belfort, the gallant little garrison of which held ont with persist- 
ent valour. For four days, however, that desperate retreat was con- 
tinued. The men were falling away in batches, but the Iriah Com- 
pany hcld together with woudrous persévérance. Their distinct 
natiouality indueed the men to keep intact. If they fell out tbey 
would be more completely lost than a Frenchman. But my 
peu fails to dcscribe the hardships of that retreaU It was sîmply 
horrible. I would not like to see an Irish dog endure as much 
again. Men will, of course, risk life and limb for the bubble ivputa- 
tiou, but to endure ail the hardships of a ^iuter-running campoign 
in a cold climat e, is an undertaking which every man should well 
consider, befi>re voluntary encountcring. An officer can always 
make ends mcet, but for the rauk and ûle, it iâ another affair. For 
my own part, France will always hâve my s^nnpathy and my sword 
in a war agaiust Germany ; but if therc bo any aspiring youthd 
who fcol de^irous of follof^ing the fortunes of La Grande Sation in 
such a struggle, if it evcr takes place, it is well that they should 
uuderstand the trLils they will hâve to i^ass through. It would 
damp the ardour of many a would-be iK'ro if he could bave seen the 
Insh Company on their retreat from Montbolliard, or if some enter- 
prising [ihotognipher had taken a pn»of of the shoeless, foodless, 
and starved créatures they at that time were, as they ahuffled on, 
cvjr hill and dale, ou the âUth of Jauuary, 1671. 



CHAPTEB XIY. 

" anflèring, aad bnmanity ', 
js affîict^d ODDB, nbo lie 
Btceped to tho lips in mieerr. 
LoDgîng, and jH atniïd to dû' 
Fatïent, tboagh aorelj trïed!" 
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F Is tbc menatime the lUsastera which befe! the annies of France 

wore irréparable. The anny of Bourbaki had been coiupletply du- 

< stroyed : Paris was giving indications of the comlng surrender. A 
aortie on the 19th of January had been repulaed. Montretout wa9 
captured by a gallant effort of the besieged, but hnd to be abandoned. 

! General Faidherbe waa defeated at St, Quinten oii the same day, 

I and ail hopes of relieving Paris from the iiorth was at an end. The 
war va» practically nt an end, and France subdued. There miglit 
Htill, indecd, be aome desultory fighting in positions faïourable for 
defence, aome more blood might flow from the alrendy bleediiig 

I combatnuta, but organized résistance was at an end, nnd the nation 
recognized the fatt. There were, indeed, a few meu insane enough 
to think that France mïght atill fight on, but there were interested 
epeculators, who traded upon the blood of their countrymen. Men 
who wïtneaeed and encountered the hardâhips of the campaign, knew 
that the game waa up. For ua, indeed, we might be coaipullod t» 
fight again, but already spéculations were rife aa to an armistice, 
which we well knew was but the prélude of a necessary but humî- 
liating peace. As we retreated through the beautiful country watered 
by the Douba, over hil! aud through dale, in içet and cold, dropping 
with fatigue, and exhauated by sufieriiig, I could not help «pecu- 
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Inting tbut to man alone ia left a power of endurance wliicb thn 
beasta of the field coiild scarcely endaiu But we had four hufl 
(lays on that deaperate retreat — days of famine, of cold, of bunireta 
Aud of danger; from carly dawn untU long after dark, it iraa h 
trial of apeed, and then but little repose could be fuund on the slimn 
Gdil, torn up witb tho<i«ands of horses and waggons, and tbc trama 
of t«ns of tbousands of mon. Ëverywbere vie hud to sleep was ccih 
vert«d into an uce.in uf mud; and yet men will li?e un, exceptJ 
licri.- and thorv 8catt«red amongst the régiments, some unfortanatM 
biids hia career by sendiiig a bullet Ihrough hîa diatraoted brainj! 
But tbc relreat contîtiued through Roulena and Baume-lc^Damoid 
atid on the foiirth day oiir advance gnard waa workîng througfa WÊ 
àttSie in tho Vosges, nbunt eight miles from Besancon, and just beaidd 
thu little village of Unsy, when the astoniahed eoldiere were StoppecH 
by the Germaii challenge " Wer-da-ùfi t" eounding opon their mij 
Weweieaarroimded! I think that was on the 33rd of January, «id d 
well remembcr Low indiff«rently the troops acceptud the challei^a 
a» uiost wouid rather 6ght than roarcb any furttiur. On thnt ia-jM 
wc had been on foot from six lu tha moniing until nine in the irmiiB 
ing, morchiug at a broak-neck [wn, and it wos without eiceptioM 
the moat harrassing day we had spent in France. I 

"We arc în for it agaln, captai»," aaid Sorgettnt Camy, cominn 
niid iitauding by my sidu, hia iruu fnuue, of ail the nicn iif Im Com i M 
piiynU Irlaiidaiit, prcxenting thu least trace of the misory he had cuB 
durod. "Aud 1 am glad of it," be continned, "thia nttroating TnaVfCT 
a ma» hiingry, and I tJtould likc to exohange haversacka aud boula irith 
Kumc of thcvc friuiidly Gertnana before ua," Caruy'H boota vore in- 
dcL-d a stiidf in their way. Originally they vcre too nuatl ior hitn, J 
and he waa coinpcUod to aqaecio his fuot into tho narrow Umilaof] 
Lia ahoo». ffîthont sucks, and bcing incoswuitly on the mareb, bai 
waa nnable to guard against palnfal and ugty aoree wliich formed fl 
ajKiu hi» foct in conaeiiuetioe. Thon he rcsurt«d to the nc]<edi«nt uf .1 
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cotting tlie shoes in order ta remove the preaaure, aud gtve hitn eikse. 
The frast penetratwl the sorea, eaitsed thera ti> fester, und protrude 
out of the limltsof the oriGce, and idlimately to prissent a. sight from 
which even bardened aoldierg tiirned in pltying' borror. On oue 
occiaion he attetupted to take hb shosa oS, and the efforts he made 
would hâve killbd niaiiy a les§ detennliied iniLU. Ât laït, however, 
lie Biicceeiled, but as te often told me, "1 looked diiwn, sir, and 
saw my feet swelling so qiûckly, that I thought unleas I put my 
shuea on at once, I would hâve to go barcfooted." But, he had to eut 
hifl ahoea in order to get ihem on, and they became even worse than 
Iwfore. Yut Csrey waa as full of life aiid merrimcnt as evor, aud us 
he bnstkd about executing some ordors for the botter disposition of 
the Coro]iany, no trace of the agony he waa enduring was YiÈÎble 
uither in his gait, hb accent, nor hb soldierly boarîiig. 

That night ve bivouaced behind the shelter of a friendly irai], 
which, in some measure, broka the keen, piereing air that biew in 
fîtfiil gusts tbroligh the narrow niountain piLssagea everywkere 
«round us. But it waa miserably cold. The rain fell in torrents, 
and the troops wece thorougLly drenched. It waa in every way 
a wretehed night. At any momeut the enemy miglit de[iart frnm 
their nsual tactics of not attaokitig at night, and throw theîr wcU- 
jirovided men upon our weakened and fauibheil liric-«. But wo 
were not disturbed untU tiie followicg moniing, whtii ihe trxiopa iif 
Manteufiul advanced to the attack. 

Tlie rattle of musketry waa well anstained in front of the vilhige 
of Busy, and the adjoining village of Oruana. BeMud the cncmy'a 
linos the Doubs coursed merrily along; the wijy Qormana, howevcr. 
baviiig constrncted a " bridge-hcad," or tite-de-jmttl lu cover their 
retreat, if that unusual resource was found necesaary. Juat at tho 
re*ntering ainnoaity of the river they conatructed ibe worlc, în order 
to eusblc the gnns to play îii bannoiiy witb ttie 3U]ijiortingbattcni.s 
ou ihe otbur aide. Optniiigs wcra Iclt to alloAv ihe rutreating iroojia 
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ti> nie through witb guns and ctUTÎsges without confuBion, nai ( 
l'nrapets were ao dïsposeil sa *to fluik those openings effr^toklIjB 
Jîiit retreat for them did not beoome necefisnry. They bad the g« 
iii thiûr own hAiids. Thcy [ilnyed tlie attfick, we tho defeiu 
lîiisy wis hastily barricaded ; Ihe huuses were crenekted, biut([U«Ui 
were made, and our mountain-piecoB so die|ioscd as to defeud thcM 
pirts most fuvourable to nii aJvance of tke encmjr. Yet ever3't]iiiu 
wu terribly bungled. I was communded to oei?n|iy a position whld 
waa contrary to ail nûlitnrjr rule. The Iri^h Comj>any was tu knld 
the " Ust ditch," Afti<r tho village was wou by the ei^my we vr«n 
t<) ((taud Iwhîud tbe Lut brick édifies îd the place, auJ ibcre cbec 
thcir advanw, in order to eiiaMe tlie battuliun tu eacapo u 
fiplda ta oiir rcnr, Behind nur pusiLion tlierc woa h. itrctch ut ntibnkftq 
j;roiind. acrosa whîoh we woutd be conipcllcd to lly. There w 
■helter on nur way. ]f tho memy won our posiiîoD. whick we n 
girded aa a, matter of certainty, they conld li&ve pïckud us off Ji 
tlitfff leUure a* we woro mnkiug acroaa the open upace Ixitiiai] n 
N'or «ILS ihere atiy dispoaitinn made t<i covec us, either \ 
Irry or tiiuelcutry fïre. Ouce tlie villiige was won, the Oorrau 
<>onld lUe th(! out«r worka, fire froin the hniise» with socutity U 
themsel'M, but rorininiy wiihdiscotDfiture to ns. But il wunatw 
ttt ht. Tke bliindsr wa« avertod, The ordur waa couutermaiidiid 
frir wt) were wauted iii the front. Tbe uiuakctry fire wa» meMitlii»^ 
ntIUiig alnug tlie line like an avalanche irf roekvtn, whil*> we tntvc 
tho irtrEeta iif Buay, movin^ townrria tlin iither c^nd nf th« villag*^ 
where nnr tnnip* were engnged. In onr diroct froni iiotluug coald 
bo Mon of tho enctuy but tbo «moke from their bdiiU Anus, auà 
wbich was tho only raurk for oitr (r(>o|M to ùiu »L It wm a gatOM 
wf " Uide and leek." Our men fired at where ifaey titongbt I 
.(iemuuu were, or whi're the amoke rmin thelr gnna liidi<;iit«d thricj 
p»titi'>n. Oaoatldually. indeed, a «oldter mnrn tiupnident than l 
M,iipiaioiu, would GspHwi kii [xTRon, and ho immiKUatdj n 
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kalf-a-dozen bullets througli his hody as recompense for Lîb hardi- 
liDod. But Gre answered fire, aud tbe lewlen sliower battered against 
the wull, or buried îUdf ïn the ditclies, behind wlticti our truo|>a 
vere sbeltered. The bullets fell thick and îa»t enough aruund tiie 
tneu, whnD, nitb tJteir accustaiaed Uctica, the euemy sought to 
gain wur flaiik, and compel \ib to ■ retire. At this tinia our Une ex- 
tended over th* hill upou our left, wbere sonoe C/i(uiifur*-a-pied 
were engaged in defeodiug the woud through whîch the eactny 
threste&ed our flituk. Bctween ns ihere was nn open apace, acroaa 
«hich no enemy would attempt to move, and we retrealed tUrougb 
the village aud aought tbe hilk, wlii::h skirted the sillage ou flauk 
»nd re»r. The Gennans had driveii us out of Biuy. We now made 
far tbe bigb ground behind the village. The Irish Cuinpany wa« 
skeltereJ behind an " n«4er//f," whon Général Behillurd rude lUoDg 
I tbo jiost, escortai! by a troii|> uf Lancera, while he eiideavoured lu 
map out our new Une hefore the enemy too cliwely pre^sed upuu our 

■ " Wbat re^ment are you Y' the Oenera! demandud, pulling np 
' bcfure our post, lookiag indiSerently at the guard that hod turneJ 
', ont to do him Louour. 

" La CumpaynU Irlandaue^ lîer/imtnt Etranger, oma General,'' 
' said Lieutenant Cotter, to whom the words were addreMod. 

" Âh," replied tbe General, vrith an approviug siuUe, wkile he 
, iBùre keenly looked al the line of Irishmen wbo slood before him, 

■ '■ AU, î w juld rather hava your corapany tUau a battaiiou o( MubUea," 
Aiid a welcome Eriah cheer canaed our Freuch cotnp«nîes ta atare in 

. niiittiemciit at what they, no doubt, conaiderud tbe frantic cunduct 
j of tlic Irish SDldiem. "Tis true, indeod, that " praiae uudeserved is 
scandai in disgiiise ;" but I bad other proofa by which I a«eertaiu«d 
that Qeuoral BeltiUard waa genuinc in Liia laudatiun of the Rei/i- 
tarM Etranger. Ile had nore tbaa once oorapUmeiited them for 
tUelr galiautry iu Uie fiulJ. The Jttgineitt Etranger was, above alL 
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others, hia favourite corps. Evcry position of importance wa» m 
trusted to its csre. That a Frenclmiaii ahould com^limeitt foreigim 
and diflpatftge hia own countrymen is not so stninge, wlieu tb 
hislory oî tLe Foreîgn Régiment provea it lo be one of Ihe beet corp 
in the service of Franco. Then, ton, the Mobiles were mentlj 
regarrled as mob soMiery. The offit-era of tho rcgnlar &naj l 
very little rrapcct for Lbe capocity of thc Mobile commandera, t 
waa in tbeir capacity as campaigners and hardy «uldiera Hlà 
Ueneral Rebillnrd preferred the volunteers of t!ie Rei/tmenl Etrau' 
jTitr to tbe GODScri[>t MobOes. Hc kncw both, and he judgcd 
MOordlDgly. 

But tlie enemy wero dranîng thoir lines still doser upon oai 
position. They kuew they had na tra|i|ied, yet thuy erea mort 
ofFectiuUy guntdod every oiitlet by «hicli we ciiuld (wr.ipr. Oui 
division hod relired uu<kr tbu guns of the fortrr^ss and thc oullying 
flirta of Began^)n. W'o wcrc utill the rcwgnard of thc army. 
us w&s left thu hoDour of chcckin^ tho Uoiman adTanco. Evea 11 
otlier tno battalious of our roginient had retircd and l<<ft ua c 
neareat thu enemy's Ilnea. Tbe coniitry waa oduiirably odaptcd foi 
defensivo oporatiuiui. Belu of timb<^r eut thn hillii intii divisions, 
aud gave good eovcr to our troupa, Boforo ils tho Ilonbs still mur 
tuDTM] on ils way, nntil its wattra mot tbe more turbîd current a 
tho Uhone. Upon a rocky oniinence, iu our direct front, the «bel 
of what was once a boronial castlc stood ODt sburp and cluar agiota 
the cloitdlcsH Micy. Tho p«<)ple in tho ndghbourhood Uild wrird 
aturled abont thc " Château" ami it^ onco lordly inbabitanU, 1 
WM wheu the propricton of tho once lordly dwollîng vxaoled t 
mail fn>m \kt travulters tbrough tho valley uf the Votges, and 
giiomci and ghuila of defuiKt cavaliers sllll trutl the duiiirrtcd cbam- 
bers of tbo niincd building. Alun;; tbe outer boundarynf tha stroo- 
tur« miglit still be hud the R|>irit« uf thc ilcparted dead wnviti» 
irjtb nu^Mtic mien tlirough th« amply waJnncuttLil hall «lii:Ji a 
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often eclioed Ui the thread tif a huiidted geutlemanly despeiiidoea. 
The tatm of a fataaie, too, was— 

"At twUight laento glide, 
Bmjling D'n Uie fatal tîde" 

of tbe river that still kept coursing <iii, ever on, to the sea. To the 
oouutry peojile around the old caatle waa a tabooed apot, not to be 
deaectated hy the foot of mag. Immediately opposite tbe ruined 
castle, but diïidod by a deep ravine, through which the German 
coin mandera advanced their nieii, the enemy had a post of cibBerra- 
tiuti, which took iu a range of out new position, nnd enablcd them 
to dtstrîbute tbeir troops as to effectually block us in uoder the 
gana of Besan^o. The Gecman outposts prcssed ua on ail aides. 
Before our position the light from their bivouac fires illorained 
the boieterous nigbts of tbe latter end of January. For soiue days 
we occupted a wood in front of tbe German outpusts. The fuliage 
of the trees waa atrewn upon the ground, and formed a gorgeoua 
bed for ail that remained of the wearied soldicrs of the Armée dt CEa, 
Ab usual we lined the skirt of the timber, in order to give a clear 
EWeepfor ourgunsintbeevcntofattack. But reaction aet in amongst 
thoueuagain. Therottleofmusketry no longer kcpt them from drooj]- 
ing with eïbauation. Poor Sergeaot M'Crosain became emaciated. 
I atarcely ever saw such a déplorable and famine-struck nian. Hîs 
eyes actually protruded from their socketa, white tbe bonoa nearly eut 
tlirough theremnaotofllesh that waa leftupoubisfaceaitdperaon. He 
waa tottering with pure weaknesa, and at last hia limbs refuaed to obcy 
tbe elfiirt of liis wilL But '' misfortunes rarely eome in single fik, 
but in battalions," and at laat M'Cruasin was afflicted with small* 
pox. Yet, even then, uader the damp air of January, atretcbi'd 
upon tbe moiature preserving leaves of pine trees, almoat naked, 
i " famine" written upon every linéament of liis features, tbe 
M fuliuw rsfuaed to go to hospilaJ beiauae we were likely to be 
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«uga;^ any moment. I biul abaoltitely ta cummaiitl Itim to II 
tbe tield, and as bis umaciated Sgure dîsnppenfed bchintl tbo thickM 
mntted saplings wliicti abuodAiit); iaterluccd nur encam(tmont, I 
tkoiigltt I iad aeen tbe last of my sergfitnt'fciun'ior, 

"Annther goi^d man goi"," saïd Mt. M'Alevcy, xtbtm M'en* 
and his Mcort hwi dma[^>eared. "P»<>r fellLW, it U hai-dty poMU 
tlint lie uau pull through, for hn is alr«a(l; kalf deiul; bot moJi a A 
ifuem, comme a la rjucrrr," nnd tbe lieiitcnnnt gave «n adtlitUw 
twint to bis wol] triminei] lanstnche, lit « ciguretlci arul was b 
»avdo[>(x] in a cloud of smoke, 

Tu tl>e mesHtime Ihe enemy haj b«en focling onrponlioa «• à 
sideSL IV-y presa^i uur outininta, antl their advauoe-gutmls 11 
eoutinoa] «Konnten wîtli mir IrocijM. Tbo mtllo uf aiasltetry n 
nillîug along mir eatirc (rnni Tlicy etitl he^itiitod to i 
altbongh they h-id rninpolled ns to retire frora, Bu«y. Thcxlefwso 
the hUI, the Dd;^ uf tlie timlxT, tbe siiult«r«d dilrbc*. evvry Ava 
able Mid protQcted pooition wad <iccii|>ied hj oor mea, wbUe t 
GeriuHu» tried ou »ll HÎtlot tu miLlUak uur Uuivt, oc to drire tlie ft 
in (.-mifmiun in u[>on iku nnilrc; 'Pmvwiui, iuduul, but lîltlo or n 
expnsnre nti eitbcr ùAt, but tho ticnnnns wcra nuaa'nvring ibrMgll 
Dvory incb of grotind bcforo ua. For fïve or «ix dnys we Uy in tli» 
wood iii frout of Busy. Our gmnd-gu&rd atid tba onipôsta of tho 
'uemy wt-r» niustaut]y mi;»;;»! Our meu littd luL-nutîme bcioiua* 
■'llU mure rcducod în uuiuben. La Compiiiinii /liaittlait* wotiA 
unly mtutcr fifty-fîvc rilltii umlcr tlie truM in fnait uf tho Cterwi 
[■osition bsfore Bu^. Tlia ouantilin fium tho bcUots »f tin* « 
wvn faw, faut funine had ndurtd i>ur mnlu to oearty half ita *n^ 
frinal atrength. The time jMaMrd pJeMaiilly muu^ Um, a* 
«iring ann uf Jaounry sent Ui« fflaab uf cMufurt tncrrUy o 
thmugh oar «una.. But ibc cod cauw at Uatl Our trooja retii 
diMvr «tilt to tlw fiirtificatidiBU tlcliind oar puaitwu »*aj hih h 
•oddauljr Uoa oppod with fiuld worlu. To «i 
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tfae hononr ol being the Ifist to retire. We were stitl left neara^t 
the German lines. Tlie wood was vacated, and a comniandiiig 
position taken wpon tbe sumiait o( s liill aUout 400 yarda in our 
rear. We had lost our Conmamlant at Montbelliiird, and our new 
Chtfvr-an more strict in his iittoution to the lettcr of military law. 
Our new iioat cômnianded tlie village of Buay, and our oiitjKiats 
occupied the adjoining wuod. But the duty was lerribly severe. 
It was a coutiniial round of gcand-gaard and picquet, picquot aud 
graud-guard. Every moming, as hour before daybreak, the buttalion 
tiirned ont and forined in frout uf our position, prepared for an attack. 
Even Ihe pour comfort of a nighl's unintermpted repose uinju the 
dew-daui])^ soil of raother earth was denied the men. Euuioui-s 
of the armistice hud reoched us, and the fall of Pari» «as geiierally 
believed. In other parts of France the Celt aiid the Oaul faced each 
other in grim quictadc, the Im.'^h of arma was stilled, the shock of 
battle was over, the record of blood wa« nearly tull, Peace, at least 
for a while, aettled upuii the diaas'iotis limnesteads of Franee, aad 
the armistice broiight miuj^led fcelîngs of joy aiid sorrow to eTory 
creature's hearL But it wns not so IVir iis. We viere to fight on. 
The G«rmans refiised to grant us the luïury of an armistice, they 
thought wt! fihould be entii«ly destroyed, Three days after the ring 
of the ride had ceaiwd iu France, the troops of Uanteuffel agaiti 
advanced to the attntlc ujion our position. 

I thiuk u was ou the liud of February Ibat we were aroused froni 
our comparative lethnrgy, by theshout of " Aux armes/ aux armes I'' 
ringiiig «long our Une. For a whole week the eneniy had been. 
uianoeuvring along our front, and bad completely aucceedud iu block- 
iiig up every route by which we might hope to force an exit. Kvery 
day we were engaged at some portion of our lines, and ail witli 
vurying résulte. We had taken a few positions from the enemy, 
while we had to abandon a few in return. It is, indued, somewhat 
singidar liow quickiy the rîng uf a ritle routes the liiteut )>pirit of 
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[diere. The men vbo, aftcr the bog and trying marc^lieH whkh J 
iBowed their retrtial from Montbelliard, were sc^ccly iiLle to dnwfl 
«ir weary iimba aluug, auddenly became posscsaed or élan whieh J 
KhÎDg but being face tu fac« witfa tbe foe cbuld eiTL-ct. 
r, buwuver we wure dostinod to see this etiiril mure tuWy devsloptd. i 
r pusitioii a liiie of tirailleur* waa irregulurly, Aod »■ tJ 
Inuglit, imprudctitly dUpiisiMl in an opon spnce, wliich could htM 
iddy enfîladed from a poaitioD which coidd be casily carricd by tl 
|emy. Our left wa» protected by a country-house called tbe "Red 1 
' wbile on oar rîgUt fluuk & battury of six-poundera gaveJ 
e aecurity to our position in that direction. A buttary of mnan-f 
D-picocs crowned tbe height upun wliich the main portioti «f t 
^talion WELB posted, iiiid tho Irish CoDipany was placud b«biiid J 
U-protccted swdl in the ground. Out of our eiitiro dlviâon thaï 
El balt^itiuii of tho JU^jimail Etrniiger wiu atîll iiCAresl tli« eutuiiy'B'| 
The rcsl hod fur »ome dnys ri^tircd luider tli« guns \iî t 
^luneroua forts, whîcb protectcd evory avenue nf apprnacli to È 
\iin. Tbe Uhlana scoured tbe neighbourbood, and caine vithl 
([alUut impudence within 400 y«ds of our Uuea. They bad to feel 
\ way for the attncking force. From out sonie well-HhtJtertt 
•AiV», howcTer, îiitii whicb tnany nf our skinni)>li<'r>) bad i; 
ir way, & aruart (usilado vu opened on the advanciug horMDlMl 
iddlot were emptied, and Ihe remninder tunied aud fled, I 

g on caidi ulber a» thuy Hcampered away. Uut tbcy odrancsdl 
with ic<;njitod rnnlu, and cuutiuualy nieved in dctonhtncnW^ 
InHardiJ ovcry place likcly to conconl our nicn. Th>'y mde n 
c.-uiy grâce, aud sut their hoTMM liko Iruo eoldicra. Bnt many afl 
brave fellow for th« luat tîiuo spurrxd hiii unfidteriiig cliurger oinrardi^fl 
su from uut tiio «heltvrud idopea of buak and brake our mon BOiiU 
voUey after voUey iaia tlia advancing aquadrnn*. Hoi 
rlders ruilud upju the i-arUt, laddlc* were um|itied, nnd rid«rki 
Mc«da nuhed fmuticully orcr tJio plÙD «niffing Ihe ùr with * 
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(listended nostrila, Then the small urina aime into plaj, and ihe 
taiisic de lit çuerre wae for a wliile Enerrll}? eustained, In tbe ni^an- 
tiuie ciiir left waB thteuteDed and we were compelled tu change the 
Ijoaition of our troops in that direction to meet tlie tactiua of the 
enemj. The Seld guas of the Gerainns had hy tbi.i timc cotne into 
position. OtLr pièces were udmirubly disposed upon an elevated 
plntform beaide tbe " Red Fann," and as the hend of the enemy's 
infaatry column wound its way througb the streeta of Busy, making 
towards our lines, tbe first obris wafi sent upon ita missiuu. It was 
A Bplendid ahot I Tlie sbell eut a clear and well-defined lane tbrough 
the Oerniau linea and cauaed a deep gap in tbeir raiika. They 
were evidently unprepared for such good practice, but they qiiickly 
cluaud up, and advnncod rapidly in open ordcr, to giiiii some cover 
in their front tbe wbile. Our line of tiraillfun had meanwhîle 
bscoiuo en£age<l, as tbe enemy presaod doser npon our position. 
The rallie of amall arma waa by thia time vîgoroualy suslained on 
both aides. Tbe Gennans hesitnted to advance ai^toss the opcn 
Npace that divided tbem front our linea, wbile we were satiafied 
with holding our own williout atteinpting to dialodge the foe, wbîle 
they tried tu gain our flank upon the left, they wece met by a woU 
directed Ère frum the shelter of a friendly ditch wbich chucked their 
ndvanco and ieft us staring at ouc another in grim and anxions dé- 
termination. Tbe groans of tbe wounded were already audible 
jiniidAt the din of the combat, when auddenly from out the wood 
u;ion our right a troop of tbe enemy's dragoona cbarged upon our 
line <>i tiradlrur» and threatened to ride over theni. Bnt our mun 
i|uickly rallted by four» and successfujly re«iijttd tlie onslonght, 
wliilc tUe number of disniounted tiiKipera toid huw ateadily the nien 
lit tbe Hrijiment Etranger had doue their work, 

Bnt tbe caemy still presscd upon ua. They won position after 
|"wilion in Kpitc of ail our efforts. In evcry place in whicb we en- 
cuuiilurud thtui they inustered fully three to our une. The plaia 
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Htill divided os. Oue portion of tbe open space waa not more than I 

100 yards acroSB, &iid it was supposed tliat it va» at thftt poiut tlM^ j 

wiiuld in ail priibability attempt to crosa iu order to carty our pwl j 

al the point ot the baj'unet. We were not nÛBtiikeu iii our c>iyri>- | 
tiire. Anutlier and u more fonniduble attem]i( to tuni imr 
fl&uk vus nu indicatiou of tlieir intention, and jiiat a» tliuy n 

same slighC advance to eucccaa upon uur lott, tho troops in frt>nt I 

nisbed nut from uiider the ebcltcT u[ ihe trecs uud uimte straight | 

for our Unes. It was a wild, excilîng moment. Munj n gallanl J 
felluw Lit the daat iu that short mn. Thuir offic<;ra Icd theu 

witli ciiivulroua daritig, and ag&in thiit really mnsîwd " Viirwart:^ 1 

Torwarts," soundcd upon our ears. Tho baymiotâ of ihc ^'r^nch luicl 1 

Ocmians glittered în the sutiiihiiie, :uid iu nnothur instant waiiU | 

bave beeii re«kiiig witb each other'â blood. But the ruuord was f uU, I 

the cup had uverflown. With a sïngidar aud, inducd molo-diunatia I 

oStxt, n horsumon bearing a vhile flag, was sein riding fUrioualy t 

townrds the corabatant Hnoa. It wau a raoasagw of pence ! Every ] 

lip uttcrud the cry of " Drapam blanc, Ara/itau blaïK." Tho alioat 1 

was canied aloug tho Une, tbe couit>ut cisvied, aiiU then louder tbau ] 

«ver was hcurd the thanJcfuI aeuUincQ " Drapr.itu blanc, drapeau I 

lilane.'' AU eycs wero tiirned towards the trwper and hîa wlut>( j 

Hag. " CeiMt Uf'Ai, ctuti le /ta." rang ont the bugles. " Ctua U j 

/eu, ctufi le /eu," shuuted the (itBcen in cetumaud, and iu a (ew ] 
minulea the ntrife hiul ceiuied, tbu barveat uf d«alh waa at au 

«nd tbe whitu flag with oll its peacRful biguificauua wavod altuve Ui« J 
Victor and the vanqiiîshcd. That waa oertainly the happïcat munie 
I espcrienecd în France, aad 1 alluwcd my tboagbtii to wiuid 
lionieward, and I freely specuhited opon inoeting old frienda «i 
relatives agnîu. We had grnwn aick of our coutiiiaed diMuten, m 

to Kuffcr on in hopeteut agooy, witbnut the Hhaduw of aucceaa to 1 
cboor IIS to now oxcrtions, vas trying in tbe vxlreiuu. 

Vea, Uie trooptt wcro ihankfol. Tbcy uuty bave exifeiienoud tba 
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ead reOeetïuns of a lost eanse or a dcfeated nutinn, but there wns 
that auddcn re!e»Be from danger whtcli pleues ail mes. To » spldier 
ttera ia nothing so picasant as the feelings he expériences aftcr » 
fight jai wliich he ha^ done bia duty. Every mao in the Rtffimrjit 
Straitger bad ptayed his part, and tbe compliiaent tliiLt Za fiwi- 
paffnie Irfandaùe receiïed from General EefcillaTd is sufficieiit 
prouf that the men of the Imh Contingeat took their shnre of wur* 
IDce danger, aod acquhted tbemselves to the Batisfaction of nll. 

Sooii afterwards, however, there was a paytemeiitairf, and thcn 
v/e heard tbat the ainùstice had been exteuded to ub, and we might 
rest in peucc. 

" WeU, Capilaiiie," aaii onr Commandant to me, dnrïng tho even- 
ïiig, " tfce w&r la probalily over, and to our battidiun remaiua the 
bononr of baviiig fired what was ptobably tbe laat dicit. ^^^^ell yoa 
rctum to Ireland it iiiay be aornetliing to reniemUer.'' And so it ia • 
We caunot forget that if ire were late in tbe fiuld, wc were laet ont 
ot it. We must treasure it aa o»e rf the moat aatisfactory of our 
leminiscencea, tbat we heard the last sbot and eaw the Ust Oemian 
soula sent to eternity, during the Ftauco-German war of 1870 and 
1871. 



CHAPTEIi XV. 



lOthÎDg ta l)CCOB)e« s mcn 
IS and hmnïUlj." 



TBEbegianingof Ffcbroary, 1871,brouglit mingled f eulinga of j-jy 
and Horruw loto the homes of the peuple of France. Around inany n 
heiLrthstoae national humiliation ramA bave been more tbau compen- 
Bated for by the assurance tbat the darliiig sou or brother bad sur- 
vived the bloody campaigu, while many a home waa ahadowed uver 
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by ihe dim eold alutdt^ of Jeath. Tus, Uie love of kîiid îb, în theoU 
lit Icast, sLroiigcr tbiin tliQ love of coiintry. Tlieru aie few Spartaa 
inol.lierB, nlthough tliera may be mnny Sparlan aons, iii thoaa dny» 
Pceacb bs wo may aboiit dévotion ta coiintvy, Ict tbe miuibood of % 
Hntioi) prcinounce as it will ita willingncRs to sacrîfii^c tife in ita 
c 'uotry'e cause, yet tbe parents of tlurt UHtîou'a manbood woubl, oa- 
l;ke the Spartuu motbors, rjtber aee tbeîr sous ruturn miilitmt tbeir 
sbielils tban upon Ûwm. As ve grow old, tbnt putriotic fire wblch 
nnimatcd us iu our yiiutb, givea way to a more tcin[>eriitn spïrit; we 
may slill be truly imlriotic, but it is a pntriotlsm of a diifcrent 
stunip froiii tbe sacrifldng aiid gênerons impulse nhicb posBcased us 
in nur youlb. Ptia£Îuu gives way to reasou, aiid tbe bero of the past 
becomea tbe caalious eouiiaollor of the présent. Tbe uld tiro neTor 
brave. Even NnpnUon h Grand, tho inan wbo, wbcn a youtb, 
was firat t(i crosa tbe bloody bridge of I^di, whcn bis gretiadjcn 
hesitated to advince, was, in bis latler days, not fruo froin tbo impo- 
I.ition of boing carefiil to préserve Uîa auatumy eiilire. A* wo advkoCB 
iii life, ihu love of ntUtence and tbe curca and responsibîlïtiea of âge 
in n great meosure, dcadcn olI otber fuclinga- Tbe tbiiuaand* of 
aiaociations and family tics whieh Rge conjure iip and creitte, inak« 
it barder for the old to leave tbe world, iban for the youth whoM 
liée are but the cwaliou of yeaterday, and whosc plans or proipsct* 
in tbe future iire in uU eues but indîlTeruutly arraigried. TUe yoilth- 
fiil «oldicr fiill of palriotiam, alîve wilb animation, and buiiyed np 
liy tbo liopn of rcturning to tlio patcrnal roi)f, with ail bi» naw-born 
Imnoura thick upon bis hoad — fall» — atid there ta au end U> kU bti 
greatness ; but tbe parenta survive but to «anctlfy fai* deittb, and to 
e^irry aloug wilb tbem the aorrowing recutlection ol hîa end. Yefl, 
titcy aro tho rcal victima of tbe war! Auiidst the excUuiueot of % 
ciunpaign, «ildiera bave littla titna for rcAoction, whilu thair parenta 
and relatives think of nothing but the dangen whicb an 
upon tbe var, and aro for VTur «ivKuJating aud prayiog for tbe 
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ones. But the armistico enabk'd ail to specnlate on meetiog ultl 
frienda agivia ; aud an OrJer from the Geueral uf our DÏTisiun, soon 
after, rcleaaed manj of tlie soldiera from their eDgaguineiit, aiid 
btojght witli it oGSDcitttions uf lost coinpauiuiia, aud Uie recDlleetiouB 
of a loat cauae. 

ABMy OF THE EiBT, 



0^1.1'rs, Kon-commi^ioiied Offieer", and Su dicra: 

''A décision of tlie Adminûitration obliges many amongst you to 
retum home. Befora their departure, I am anxlous to express lo 
them tbe deep regret I feel ut partiiig nilh them. 

"If aince Coulraiara, success bas Dot foUowed our arma, you Lave 
not the leaa contiuued to show au example of courage, diacipîine, 
and dévotion. During tUe retreat upon Orléans, in présenta of a 
great force, tlie Second Division of tlie Fifteenth Anny Corps, dis- 
liuguiahed itsclf by courage and coiilueas, white defeuding Ârteney, 
Chevilly, and afterwards the heighta of Mountjoie, on the 2ad, 3rd, 
aud 4th of December. 

"Your conduit in tbe East does you the higheat honour. You 
hâve bivouaced on the anow wbeu the thermometer marked fifteen 
dugreea below zéro, often williout fire, and sowetinies nithout pro- 
visions, ia conséquence of the impossible arrivai of the convoya, 

"At Mount-Chevis (Montbelliard).you atood iip braveiy for threo 
daya, under the murderous fire of a [xiwei'ful artillery. 

■'You fought beforo Busy, to covor the futid niOvument of the 
artny upon Poutarlier, 

"Duniig the armistice, yoa eut ont a new Une of defeocB befure 
Besantjon, to attpplement tbe insuffîcient fortifications of Lbat place. 

"O^eeri, Non-eommitsioiied OJicera, and Solditr» of lia Sveond 

', tbut I bave 
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Iiiul the bimour of murching vith you against the encuiY for a 
periud of &ve laontha. 

*' Under the grievoua cîrcumstaaees in wUïeh oiir countiy ia plnccd, 
enileavour tci nialntiLLa order, and giiiiril the iiitti»n&l dignity Ûi pré- 
sence of the foreigner, wha ia tu occujij our soit, until we »d t*lu 

"(Sîgiiod) "Rbbiliabo, 

"Gtiurai qf UivirtoiL. 
"OffMroI HeadqaaTterê, Pente, («eof fleianço»), 

"MA«CHi»TII,187I." 

Dfiy by day it wiui évident t)ut tlie armistice bronghl jnj tn the 
triH'ps. La Comjvignie Irlandaiit was Htill quarlcRid at tlic R«d 
Farm, and wore able at last to rest and be tbanJcfuL Tho weathcr (>•- 
<-»tue wana, and tho sua, aa if in gloddened apkndonr, shon» wïth 
roliiuliled vigoiir upon tho earth. Everything protnised ajoyona 
tiitie of it. The troops occupied theîr tiine «ken oS duly liy sew- 
ÎTig tlieir tattcrci) raimaats, anil putting thcir wom ajid dilapîdated 
kits LD order. IIouk« wero [lostcd, nncntitrcnicutH |>oltshod, and ail 
tliu a|i|>uTteuaiice3 of rjunp life undervrent a vigcirouR overhaaling. 
Thtj niun were looking themaelvcu agaia, and their hnine-bound 
fnueios rail riot witfa thcir joyoua spéculation. Evorywlieni around 
IIS tilt; sword Ha« turaed into the ploughaharei tlie cuvalry horaei 
viota worklng on the faroia, auil prepariug the ]>nMlactivii wnl for 
aiiuther frop nf ci^rciJ» or gra!>e. 

Yh the mcn were not îdlo ail the tiroa. Evcry hill around Beus- 
i;iiii waa oonvorted into a fortn^w. Fntigii« parties nera couatautly ot 
11-iirk, aiid the Iiiah aoldiors bad (Mine good opportuiiîtiea uf leamfiiS 
e< imo of the ui)-iA«nus of th« Sappcra' art Wall» and treiichea wiire 
Iliade, harrii'ndua and banquottus were coiutructed in tbn Tillaga wt 
Ibe iif>ighbourhocKl, and the troojia in j^eral wcro prciutriog îvr a ' 
rt^iiowal of hMtilitiei) whicb trc nll Imew wnuld imt occnr. Howarer, ' 
tlia Irait KoUiors were expert eaougb at tho ua« of the pick uid 
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Bhnvd. Itwaa an ngreeable cban^ ; coiistrncting lunettes, reduubts, 
bastions and demi- bastions, curtains, gorges, and rifle pîts, wos after 
ail better tban tbe misery which was attendant npon our expérience 
under BonrbakL Gabions for revetments, inantlets for gutia, platforms 
forgun carnages, facinesatinkeii and balf Ruukcn, and ail tbe methods 
of defence against vertical, direct, ricochelte, or oblique tire, were 
c.ii'efuUy attended ti), and anxiously learned by tbe tnen of La Com- 
fiuffnie IrliiTulaite. Sergeant Carey waa partii'ularly at home in hia 
new vocation, and was for ever wandorîjig aniongat tbe Works, and 
asking pertinent «inestiona from tbe eng^neera. At laat, however, 
we were reliercd, nnd wcre t« take up our ijiiarters at a de»»ted 
cbateau near tbe village of Pugy, about five miles from Besan^n, 
whore we stiU puisued mir occupation assi^tiiig the génie. Tbe 
offieera were Btill comme a la guerre. Their uuifonn whb torn and 
siiiled, and occaaionally waa not quite à la mililaire, at letLst iu the 
dsiidified opinion of tboae carpet heroes, tbe Garde NaUonak. I 
reraember once baving run the ganntlot of Chef de SaKalioti, 
colonels and gênerais, and ultiinately aucceeded in getting a paga to 
Besançon, and cntering ita historic gâte in ail tho dùluibillc of my 
fiuupaign dreas. 31y tiinie waa patched and eoiltd, niy kepi was 
batt«red and dirty, and nij trousera wos covered wilh mud staiiis. 
1 niust bave eut a aorry figure, ajid the iiil«reat wîth wbich tbe 
daiidified Garde Natwvale took in my coiitmne, caused an ixic:aaionai 
surprise un 'my [uirt that my clotbea were, perliaps, comiug to 
pièces. But it waa not ao, and I was able to ses the towu without 
bitving recourae to a tailor for assistance, Dr. Mackeu nccpmpauîed 
iiiL". and Ile, witb philanthropie longiag, visitcd tbe bospitnls, wbich 
were crowded with sicJt and wouuded. I. bownTer, wcnt the round 
\ii the town, and wa^ intereated in heariug tbe inilitaty bîalory of 
the place, of being told that it waa la tbe ncigbbourhood Cfusar de- 
(eiited Ariovistns, Ibat Louis XIV. took the town in ICGO, and that 
it was succcsafully defeuded against the Allies in IS14, Tberc were 
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of course f nssy members of tho Gi^rdf Nationale, the fircsiile cliampîonc 
of the Hc[tublic, wlio would meut on Beeîiig my impera wlwm thtf 
beard tny foivign accent. TUere were, as an equal niutlm' nf caurBOr 
the stnilting oIScers o( the aame uaeless body, ccivercd nith lace, Mul' 
treadiiig tlie eurtli wilh an air that would take ThcopliUo Ottati» to 
do jtistice to. The divinity of such a forrn could unly be succcasfuUy 
treated by & moater hand. Then tbcre vere the neut Froiicb ^1 
dressed wîth that esquisite tasie whîch one bxrdly ever sues out i 
La Belle Franer.. Dut ubove ail there wos an excellent dinner at ^ 
eafe, whîch Dr. Macken and myself enjoycd with voracioiw wli 
After al], trne enjoyment consists in sudden releaàe frora pi 
Thete m no pb'asnre so exqniait«Iy fine as that wliich euablea 
tu CDntrost the two extrêmes, wLile enjoying tho better — cuutcntmnit, 
that parent of delight and pbysical comfort on the nne hand- 
fumine, frosl nnd niisery upon the othur. The sun itscif appi 
brighter iinder tbo new aspect eveots had taken, the Undscape 
beautiful, Hud ail Nature eeemed ta bannonize wilb tlie lierald oC 
Peace. Yen, Puaee, brigbt, jnyfiil Peuce, wliat thousaiida nf 
tions you bring to tbc hnttlc-stained auldleri lie alone rDclatho ftill 
uieasure of your mission ; he alone appréciâtes, in nll ils immcaiur- 
able depth, the océan of happiness yon bring iu yoiir waktt. It 
niay, indtied, damp the arduur of a auldier'ti apirit to know that hi4 
natioual banuL-r ia trailed in the dust, but Htill PeacH îa vulcome to 
thu wenried soldier, wbo bas dTai>airc(] of rcdoemin;; tbe fallun fortuiiea 
of his flag. It ia not that mon fear dcath for tlicir coijntry' 
but wbat. huart so dead to the iiiHiienrc of home, «<> indifférant tu 
tlio cliiiging lovo of wife, parcuta, «stera, or bruthcrg, a« nul ta u- 
purinnee juyoua emolioiia when bo fcvU thurooijbly frc« to apeca- 
bkle apon Mcing thom ngain, and to bu Lli« Kcipii'ut uf tbMr un- 
fatbomuble bve, whou bo nliirns witb ail bU now-buni boooun fnnli 
uiH>n bia boad. But I am bucouiirig pathrtic. and can ima^o my 
cynicnl reoder tumin^ wllb irritatiug tadiflurcDce on to tfia mut page. 
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Besançon, however, was, like ail French towna at thaï period, in 
mouming. The authorities had doniied sackcloth, preached peace, 
and talked of revenge, The carpet heroes were loud ïii their protest- 
tationa of treacheiy, and even swore that Bourbaki attempted Ms 
own life, becanse he was diacovered iii tho fact o£ aelliug hia country, 
aud hîa country'a cause, While I wacdered about the town, I had 
a thousand specnlationa to make, and as evening vas throwing its 
giant ahadow upon the battlements which capped tlie hWU around 
me, I made towarda the gâte, paased out of the town, and took the 
road for Pugey. Irememberitwaaaglorioua day; the Douba couraed 
merrily along beaide the road I travereed, and on every side the 
fortress-crowned hilla looked defiantly upon the many paaaages below. 
It waa, indeed, a place worth fighting for, and I retumed to our 
quarters impreased with the assurance that France, with ail ita faults, 
was etill flowing with milk and honey. But the defects of the 
French military System beoame more painfully apparent during the 
armistice. Immorality amongst the oSicers was openly practised, 
and upon one occasion I waa somewhat aurprised at aeeing a female 
of queationablQ repute, qaizzingiy acanning the aoldiara of La Com- 
pagnie Irlandaise from tho Windows of an officer's qnartcr close by. 
I remember too, Sergeiint Carey drawing my attention to the fact, 
and amarting uuder the critioiama which the womau'a protector aud 
heraelf, indulged in. 

" Captain," said Carey coraing to niy sido, " the men are buing 
inaulted by that huasy in the wicdow." 

" Well, sergeant," I repUed, " wLat oan I do î the quarters aro 
Dot mine, and how can 1 interfère !" 

" Wiil you gîve me liberty, air," aaid Carey, " and TU get rid of 
her." 

" Certainly," I anawered in thorough confidence, tnowing well 
that my truated aergeant would do nothing contrary to niUilary law 
or to thô atrictest interprétation of military régulations. 
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Carey waa drtlling a squad &t tbe tîme, and nithont c&stiiig ■ 
single gUnce towards the window, he ao uianœuvered hia iuqu that hs 
brouglit them tstce to face with hia critique?, wliilolie was supposed 
to be eucovintoriDg an eneiny. I euddeniy 6a.w ths squad going 
ttirongU ail the motion of kiading, theti quickly falling upon 
kncBs. At tbe conunand "fire," from tbe sergeant, tbc 
wcre pulled, and tbe obaoxiouB occopant of tbe wiudow i-eUred ta 
forcible anticijiation of an accidentai cattridge being hiddeu lu Iha 
breecb of some of the CbiLseepôta of tho Irisb soldiera, Carey 
ceeded. and eveutuaUy had tbe aatiafaotiou of driving the woaaa 
ont of our neîghbonrhood by a atrategem, wbicb did infinité 
crédit to hisjudgment, and even more to bis keener penetratioR. 
But the oiHcera were, as a mie, an ill-cunditioaed lot of men. They 
were quiok enough to reseut and to puniab the most trivial act at 
mÏBconduct in the men, whîlo thcy caroused aiid outraged mauy 
the provisions uf niUitary law. Tbey were, too, often guUty of tl 
" choleric wonl," whicb, ïn the captain, meana notbiiig, but in tJiO 
aoldier la ranlc mutiny. Individually they were bravo enongfa, 
iudeed I was many timea forced to adaûre their gallant bearing 
under fire, but collectivuly they wero a sorry lot, aud miduistood but 
little uf tbe actuid duties appertaiuing to tbeir calliiig. I Sud it 
hard, indocd, to censure men from wbose I was tbe ttxù|ûent of 
many fnvuurs, and to wbose kiudness and considération the men dC 
La Compfignir. JrlamlaUe owe aome recegnition of eatvom ; but I 
muBt exprc-sd iny opinion of their gênerai incompétent^, and want 
of miUtary kuowlcdge. Thero were, of courae, «xceptiona Oor 
Sne old Coli'ucl, for inatance, d« gvatle aa a cbild, aa bisn at^ 
a fanaticitl Turco. He alwaya bod a kiud word for tbe Iriah 
H'ildiora, ati^l was ciftcn aiuuaiiigly demoiurtrativu in Irying to nuJi« 
Ihcm uudcntiind hia " letrtlu" KnglùtlL But Unie puascd iiuickt/ 
in ûur comfortabte quaitors kt tbe Cbat«au at l*ugey. OccaaoD^ 
nl'y somi! uiiadcmeanaiit from tho Jtti/iment Etrangtr waa shok 
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iti the grey of the moming, and it became quîte a stidy Ui 
Bee how men of varions mental culture met their fate. Tlien, tuci, 
the melancholy onleal of seiliog the effecta of ol£c«rs that haii beon 
kiUed, caused sorae painful reoollectîoiis, aud set many a brain waii- 
dering over past scenea, and paat oaaociations. Then came a purtiiig 
dimier from ths officers of tho hattalion, to the officers of Za Cum- 
pagnie Irlandaiie, ail of whom had fortimately pulled through thu 
campaiga with whole skina, Then there were two inspectione, a 
change of quarters, and we once more fouad ouraelvea near the " lied 
Farm," and could see the very spot where the laat ahot was lired. 
Oiir new post was at a cross road, and dùibanded Mobiles and Friinc- 
tireurs paaaed every hour of tho day, in groupa. They were going 
home, and aang patriotic chants, by wuy of individual joy at the 
tact. They wiahed to appear aorry, but were really glad, They 
swore vengeance, and iudulged in tho tolegraphy of the anus, but 
they were merry ail tlie time, and were evideutly picturing the 
welcome which awaited them at the threshold of their homes. I 
remember oae poor fellow wlio attracted my attention on one of 
tboae occasions. He was a young umn, and carried himsclf with a 
quiet IiauUur which conunanded respect by ita easy force. A 
simple gold band which ran obliqnely across the cuff of his tunic, 
proclaimeJ his rauk to bc tliat of a sergeant, and a^ ona arm was in 
a sling, it told ita own taie withont any varnish. There was aome- 
thing in the bearîng of thia sergeant that attracted my attention, 
and aa he stood before me, hia attitude and maaner forced me to 
regard him as a man of auperior culture. His story, as 1 afterwacds 
leamed from himself, was a simple one, conunon cnough to the sons 
of France at that date, He was the son of a noble in Alsace. His 
father's cbateauhod been bombardedand razedto thegrouud. Uia 
mother died, his onty brother was kiUed, aud ho waa then winding 
■ liia way to Switzerlaud, where lUa heart-hroken and ruined parent 
had takeu up his temporary abode. " But we will olwuya be Frcnch, 
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mon Capitaine," he aaîd, addressing me, " it îs imposable Uiat 
Alaace can be made to accept tbe govemmeiit of Oermany. We are 1 
French. in character, m idea, in habit, and above ail iu sympathetic | 
force. As for me and my poor old father, we returo to Alsace only 
to dispose of the remuant of our estâtes and then we tthall atart for | 
Algeria, where va shall awiùt the day of reckoning with the victora 
of to-day,' It was a common enougb story of tbe tijne, but wa» 
reudered doubly iiiterestlng by the method of its telling, nnd tbe \ 
(luiet and gentlemanly manner of the aergeant. But days pasaed on 
with tbe usnal routine of militftry dutiea, and militaiy promenades, ' 
»ud we had on one occasion the poor satisfaction of marclùug into the 
village of Busy, from wliich the enemy had been induced to retire. 
The men were once more clean, and bad the luxury of indolging in 
a. vigorona application of BOap and water every niorning, Daya J 
pa»sed on in a monotony that became a pleaaure, owing to the récent I 
bardahips vie had passed through. For four months the men b&d I 
not taken off thcir imiforms, and it roqnires no ntudeiit of «iito- I 
mology to pirture the atate of their clothing. But ail tliia was mpidijr I 
chonging. Needies and tbread were everywherc at play, and worlc- 1 
ing became a regular duty, wliilo an occaaional inspection of tha I 
kita rendered compétition in cleanliuess, a healthy and soldierly I 
pasttme. About tiiis time the jouraala in Besan'i'on soundod onr J 
praisee, and elevated ua npon a kind of chivalrons platfonn f or llw I 
admiration of tbe bourgeoise of tbe town. They clalmed ui a»M 
brothers and as friends, aaid we were £no fellows gvnemlly, and m 
avore undying attachaient to what they variously called "CatIuUoI 
Irebuid," and "Groen Erin." I 

La fnipclu Conuf, is one of the moet influentlal joumals io that I 
{lart of France, and one moming we wure flatteml by noticing Uia I 
foUowiiig iiitragraph in vur favour: — ■ 

" Amo^^^t tbe: vulunteera who bave corne froni ail parta ot Enrop* ■ 
to jilace tb< ir «wurda at tlie «ervtcM of Fronce, whsti si» woa ia-M 
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I vaded, nnd her independence tlireateoed, we cannot forget the Irish 
ï Company, which foraied part of the army of the East. Officers and 
floldiera, sons of green Erin, they remembered în the hour of our 
danger the tiea of strong sympathy which hâve for a îong time united 
Ireiand and France. Having been the firat to come to us, tfaey are 
the laat to leave us, after having borne a brÛliant part in the dif- 
férent combats of the Eaat. At Montbelliard they were the laat to 
leave the Ëeld of battle. At Busy they were complimented by 
General Rebelliard. în. the name of our poor France thanks, once 
more thanka to our Iriah brothers, we shall take care faithfully to 
remember tlieir courage and their dévotion." 

Other joumala were equally complimentary, and showered praisea 
upon our heads with prodigal profusion. But ail thia Lad ita 
résulta. Visitera occasioually enquired for our whereabouts, and 
demonstratod their friendships in some Dcighbounng cnfê, into which 
tiey generally invited the too willing aoldiers. 

In the meantime the peace négociations were being pushed forward 
and the armistice wos to extend until the 24th of Febntary. Paria 
had been occupied by the Germana, and the war indemnity had 
been settled at 5,000,000,000 francs, or .£200,000,000 sterling. 
Thia, however, ia but a portion of what that diaastrous war coat 
France. The number of "bons" signed by ofBcera for gooda re- 
«luiaitioned, must hâve been something fabuloualy large. For La 
Compagnie Irlandaite I mnst hâve signed "bons" to the tune of 
many tàousand poirnda. Every officer commauding a compaay or 
a detachment, must hâve doae the same, and the poor peasanta and 
shopkeepers often looked with suapïcioua dread at the stamped 
order which compelled them to part with their gooda (or what to 
them was a donbtful pièce of paper. But they were mistakeu in 
their suspiciona, France paid her debts to frienda as well aa to fuea. 
Belf ort capitulated OQ the ICthof February, andthegarriaon reduced 
£K>ia 16,000 to 12,000 meDjinaichedoutwilhfulIiuilitaiyboiioura, 
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nnd iaok iiwjtj witlt thcm tbe «mnamMits and tbe archives of the 
fortrcM. Ttie lieol of tbe Frencli AchiUeo, as Vauban called BeUort, 
)iad (lone !ts duty uobly, and if the Intemlancf had been eqoal to 
tlie occBiiion, BeUort would haTe fonned a base of opérations for the 
nniiy of tlie Eut, vhich mtght havc givec a new complexion \o iha 
rntnpuigii. Bolfnrt opcns tho roa^I to Paris, overawcB Lyons, threat- 
t'its and nciitralizes Stnisbttrg, ntid tunis tbe entlre Une of fortreases 
coQstnictcd tr. guard tho frontior. So wiote the great engineoT of 
IiouIh XIV., atid Bo the oxporienee of the Franco-Oerman war proved 
ît to bo. Thi^n thuro waa a furtlier exteniùoti of the armistice for 
twd dfiys, aiid on tho 3Sth of July, the preliminariea of Peace vote | 
agroed to, and the natiouol pride of La Grande Nation wna trailing 
in the diixt. 

Our timi! wn* draMng to a cloae. We were volunteers pour la 
rtuitS dt la yiitrrt, but the colonel with generous inteiit asked us to 
romain in tho «crrico, ail ranka holding thcir position. I declinod 
huaring that ït wm likely thnt I wonM be takon down a peg, and 
Mr. Cottcrwa* the onlyone who accoptcd service. For my ovni 
(Hirt, 1 waa mnch [Utwuid at tbe unaiiimouH determiuatiou of tbe 
muu t<> rutuni tu Irutaml. It proved to tho French officera tbat tbe 
Roldidn of the Iriah Comiinny did uot go tu France aa mcrcMiarlee. 
\Vben ibelr work vfM donc Ihoy tli!*iroil to rutiim homi,', and U wi» 
«wy to dotect lliat tho Rpiiit which ovinrrd ils«tf in tho raoka of 
^£n r"Hi/Mi<;iii> Irlitndaisf, eontributed ta their dovation ta Iba Opi- 
nini» o( tlie ciiloiiel and the officera nf thv regitnenl in gencnU. 

" We would Ukc to hâve you witb ua iu Afrioa, Cafiilaitit* aid 
tlic ctJomJ t<> me M I itiCunned kim »f Ibe lueu's decisioit, "bnk I 
aiippnw your mou aro loo oomfortablo at bome, ta wiab lo scn» ia 
sneh a oountïy," 

*' It b noi ibat, mm Colonet,' l repUmi, " wt Iriab almya gb* . 
<mr ayniiwttiy, and vaaay of us wUl again ^t« oor ttrriemm 
FïmBM goM to war, hut mamy u4 Umh Iriak loliUtn haw pi 
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to follow, and then there ia no glory îq yonr African campaign to 
compensate for its triais and its hardships.'' 

■' Ah, Capitaine, I fear France will not bc able to fight Gerniany 
for many a long year to corae. Three million and a half of our 
people taken from us, nn enonnoiia iuderanity, twice as much in 
itaelf as it cost EngUud for the two yeara war in the Crimca, and then 
our own debta contracted for the war, our prestige gone, our national 
pride humiliated. Ah, Gapitaine," continued the old man, visiblj 
efiected fay the picture he had created ; " do not mind the cries of 
revenge you hear, we are not able for the Gennana at pr&sent ; but," 
he ftdded, straightening hirasolf in hia chair, and rattling the décora- 
tions which hung from hia soldierly breaat, while his eye craitted 
that genuino iire, I had seen it give out more than once under fire ; 
" but who knows, this is an âge of complication, and France may 
wake up atdll, may wake up Btill." 

" You marched through Pnissia as if you were on a promenade, 
andyoureagleawereplanted under the Lindens hefore, mon Colonel" 
l replied, " and you may do so again. You hava a bead roll of 
victoriea before which the triuraphe of Germany of to-day must pale. 
Nations, like families, bave their troublée, and eacà in its tara die- 
Éates tu ita neighbours." 

" Very well, Cnpitaine, call to-morrow at ntne ia the moroing, 
and I ahall hitve ail your papera reody, nnd the next day you can 
leavc for yoar own country, Aud," he added, standing up and es- 
tending hw hand to me, "may Qod bleaa you, aud if we ever meet 
again, I hope it will he under better cîrcumstancea, and bi'ighter 
anapiues both for yonr own country aud for mina" I shook the old 
man's hand, and left him, with mingled emotiona of joy and of sorrow, 
for that fratemity of brotherland, which growa amongst compnnions 
in arma, had rendered our Colonel dear to every officer in his corn- 
mand. At last, however, our time waa drawing to a close. Day 
by day préparations were bcing made to aend us boue, and on the 
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26thof March, we reeeived final ordera to prépare to leave ourj 
quarters on ike morrow. Arms were delivered up, accounts setttodf I 
booka posted, and we were mtistcred out of the army, carrying wiUl 1 
us the good opinion and the kind wishos of every man in the Régi- 1 
ment Etranger. The peace was, however, gall and wormwood to^ 
many of the officers, 

"TbU peBC« is a bitter pîll, but we'll bave it.ont some day^ 
Capitaine^' Baid Ceresole ta m^.the day bcfore we ported, "aall 
then, perhaps, we shall see your face in the Régiment Etranger &gim^% 

I hopo 80, bat "Hope wbiapera a flattering taie," vrhich, I leu^ Il 
ahall never see rcftliïed. 

Well to-morrow came. I parted with the officers early in ths I 
moruing, uiid I remembor toraing around to wave a sainte té V 
the knot of war-wom heroea who atood upon a small knoU bdûnd 
me, where they bad congregated to bid me adieu; and I beard the 
fanuliar phrase of niy late companiocs in arms for the kat time call- 
ing out in gênera] chorus as they waved their kepia above thdr 
hcads, " Bonne chance, Capitaine, bonne chance." I mnst l'unfuu to a 
feeling of aadnesa upon the occaaion, and I wcnded tny way along 
the bcautiful ralloy of the Doubs, where the Connecting canal of tlie 
Bhîne and Rhône join iti mutual embntcc. I gave way to epeen- 
l&ttOD, and drew melancholy pictures of the paat ou the one hand, 
and joyous anticipations of the future un the other. At last mj 
face was towords home, aweet, sweet, humo. Thnt love of atrange 
attractive force which guide tbe feelings in tta narrow cluuinel, a 
cMmed and obtained entire possession ovcT tny mind, and I gava 1 
way to the coming happiueiit» whicb anticipation brought upon iU I 
Lopeful paasage. 

I rcoched Besançon about noon. Mr. M'AJcvuy vna to foUow I 
with the Company tho next momiiig, whik I aaw the IntmdaM», ff 
aod tried to mokc préparation for onr conveyance by rail if p 
No conveyance waa to be bad fur love or money. Ucre w 
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dilemma. There were about twenty sick, and it wos impossible that 
tiey could march to Dôle or Dijon, a distance o£ eighty kilomètres, 
I spent two daya in vain endeavoura to induce the authoritiea to 
make Bome effort to enable me to kaep the Company intact; but it 
was ail iu vain, The Général appeared to bave an electric battety 
at the end of hia feet and handa when I mode the requeat, and de- 
olared that it was "imposaible — impossible," while he demoastrated 
bis worda by ahrugging bis sboulders, extending his banda, arching 
bis eycbrows, and indulgîng in tbeatrical grimaces that would do 
juatice to a circus clown. ïl he had the disposition, be certaînly 
had the meana of being our friend upon the occasion. The Inten- 
dance was, indeed, civil; he eveii took pains to try and see us provided 
for. Ile gave me an order ta the atation-maater, to try and bave 
our sick conreyed by rail, but ail waa useleas, and the aick bod to 
be Icft bebiad. 

I think it waa on the 30th of March we lett Besançon for Dijon 
The reviving sun of Spring mode our route pleasant enongh, and wo 
tnidged along in our own time, The villages along our way were 
occupied by Germa» troojm, and I had a few opportunities of in- 
spectiug the drill and bcaring of the soldiers of the Yaterland. It 
waa marvelloua to mark their précision on parade, as it vas really 
magnificent to observe thcir promptitude and soldierly bearing. 
Their movements were as mecbanically true as the beatlng of a 
chionometer. Accustomed as I had been to drill witb some of the 
crack régiments in the English service, I never saw auytbing BO 
précise in ail its minuteat détails, as the movement of a Fruasion 
régiment ou parade. More than once I saw soveral thouaand men 
drawn up in columua of companies, and iu the manual and platoon, 
the entire mnas moved as if they were automatons, workîng by the 
electric influence of the offîccrs in commaud. Not a boot waa placed 
one Inch beyond another, nor a rifle was a fraction out of its direct 
angle. To me it appeared simply mar^-eUous that such preciaioa 
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coulil be attained. I had iodeed tried, and I think succeeded, in J 
making La CompagitU Irhadaùe the best drilled conipany ia the J 
Sédiment EtroH^er. Tltej toarcliQd better, manœuvrcd wïth mora ij 
précision, and went through their fornatiuns, in gênerai, witb more ,] 
regularit; and order tban their Frencli cnmpanioiis in arma. I took I 
a naturel pride in seeing them tbe beet company in tbe rc^iîment, A 
and vas more thnn a dozeu timea cangratulated bj^ Freoch o 
cera on Uie fact, But thej bore but a poor compariRon to iha J 
clock-like précision of the Oerman troopa. Withaut beîng positiveljr J 
stiff or rï^d, still the Gennaoa werc pcrfect in tbeir tnavemcnts, and 1 
inapirod me with a degree i>f respect, which I confess uever to hav« -1 
experienced when looking at the beat troopa of tbe Ftench Uns. I 
The kits of the Oermass werc well provided, and their corafartabla -J 
boota, wurm clotbing, well Jilled baversacks, wonderfut orgiitiixatioit, 
and gênerai healthy appearance, tald tbe pLûn unvamiahod t^e of 'l 
theii eplendid successea. 

Evorywhcre traces of the wnr were évident. Rado crosses marked 
the accne of tttany a combat, whcro Fronch and Oerman, Franc and j 
Teuton closed lu tke einbraue of death. Uere and there some com- 
panion of tlie alain biid cnrved tbe nnme or nnmcs of the occnpmat' 1 
of tbe carth bcneath, upon the irooil, while rude, and, indccd occ^ j 
eionally creditAblc opitaphs told tho simple story of a lifetimo. AU j 
the rillagos and towns along our roulo were occupied by the Qer- 
mans, littte pftife» poOf» dotted tbe couutry at evory puint Ukely to I 
afiord abclter and protection to the învaders. To ineu weoring tha A 
uniform of the rugular nrmy, botlt offict^rs and soldiers of tlie tauaay m 
wcru mnrkcd in their respect, aud I well reniembcr tho sar 
cuuscd me when marching along n rond, eut înto dcop fuiroina by th« I 
numorouB waggons that had passed ov»r it, vhoa meeting thr« Saxon 1 
oSicers who were prom«aading quietly beforc their ijuartaia, tb«7 J 
aaluted nie witii military and, ludeed, cour1«oua iiniropUtndv, which ] 
I codeavoured to aa coarteoiuly retuni. Victorahowovcrcan affwd 1 
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to be civil, and they were even so to the privatûs and non-commis- 
flioned ofBcera of the regular anny. To the Mobiles and Franc-tireura, 
however, there waa no snch respect shevm. I remember when puBsiiig 
tbrough Dfile, a towu of 4,000 inhabitants, romantically àtuated in 
a narrow rocky gorge, seeing the haud of a Prussian régiment tiiro 
Irom tbeir direct front, and play for a paEsing régiment of Mobiles 
83 they marched sans armes Into the town. Hère, too, I had a Uttle 
reconCre with the Prusaian guard. I had pïcked up an old Prusaian 
gan at Montbelliard, and wiahod to take it to Ircland aa a souvenir 
of the war. It was one of the old pattern, and had in ail prcbability 
seen service in the war of 1866, It was a heavy, cmabersome, long, 
iinwîeldy weapon. It was nearly double tho weight of a Chassepflt, 
and the eacape of gaa from the breech was so great that proviaion 
waa made on tho stock, by ils peculiar formation, to reat on the thigh, 
from which position tlie gun was often fired. I found it, too, a 
convenient way of punbhment «ji route. There are always aome 
misdemeanant in a company, and " carrying the fîeld-piecc" became 
a recognised means of punishment on the line of march. When I 
entered Dfile, the patrol demanded the gun, and against ail my re- 
monstrance took it and the man who carried it, to the guard room. 
A crowd collected, the townspeople became excited, a row appeared 
to be brewing, when again I hnd au opportunity of witnessîng tha 
wonderfnl promptitude of the Prussian militaiy System. In one 
minute every post in the towu was undcr arms, and the spike 
hebneta of the Gennan troops, înspired a feeling of awe, whicli 
aubdned the effervescent oatburst of the bourgeoise, and at once 
threw oil on the troubled waters. However I succeeded in bringîng 
the gun with me. 

" It is contrary to régulations. Capitaine," said the captain of the 
goard, " we are not to allow any gun through our linea ; and yow 
know," he said, almost apologetically, " that ordcr8 »»u*( be obeyod." 
I, of course, acquieaced in this détermination to carry ont his instrnc- 
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tions to the letter, but on pointing out an Jnjury the gun liad received 
nhicli readered it uaeless aa a firearm, 1 succeeded in settîng at rest 
hÎB troubled spirit, and waa allowed to brlng my trophy along mth 
me, tho Prussian, howeyer, merely aslcûig me for niy namo and tbe 
regiaent to which I had belonged, as a guarantee, and then with 
courteoua sdntation bîdding me "bon voyage." If I am to confine my- 
self to Personal expérience, I must confesa I found the Gemians both 
courteoua and civil, and conducting tbemselves towarda the înbahi- 
tanta witli digniâed and soldierly réserve. I hâve no doubt but 
Cibsea of indivldual iiardships did occur ; I havo no doubt but tuSad» 
committed outrage, and robbers ptuudercd property, when remorad 
from the surveillance of tbeir oiScers, but I did nut see it, uor do I 
think, with a few notorioua exceptiona, tliat the conduct of the Oer* 
man tT0D|>3 in France, waa more aevere than would bo the conduct 
oî a Frcnch uriuy in Oermany, Napoléon the Oreat's march throo^ 
the Viiterland wos not uumarked by that severity, which is to a great 
estent, neceasary in a country fanatically hostile to the iuvading 
force. The &rat duty of a General m to protect the livca of his 
men, and in France this was impossible without resorting to tneflf 
which, with a few diagraccful exceptions, I thiiilE perfectly juatifiablfl^ 
But it waa Germana, Oerraana everywbere. Dijon, with ail its 
associations, wbere the Dukes of Uurgundy lordcd over the a^JACA^ti 
couutry, was full of the enemy; ail along the road to Paria vi]lagea{ 
were ruined, every Uouae appeared to be crenellated, while U» to*^ 
tering walla of niany a homestead, wliicU I could aeu from out 
window of the railway carriage, told of ntin and of woe. Fur UiS 
time being the Germana lorded it with eroct hoad&yot calm 
our. Thcre wcre few swaggerers, and it naa ouly when I umed 
in Paria, that I saw the spirit of rowdyism, wheu I wa» aurroandod 
and tjilceu prisoncr by a Communiât guaid, Ûrat aa a Gunnan gpjr,, 
ftnd Iben charged with the obnoxbus crime of being au ufBcer of 
Armée Ue^ulain. Tho gallant duunpiODS of Liberty, Efiuolitjr, Mid, 



i 

uea j 
bh.M 

antH 
li. ^ 

MO- 
™l J 

udH 



"la compagnie iblandaibe," 255 

ftftternity, thonght my uniform a matter of suspicion, and brouglit 
me in duiance vile before the officer of tlie gnard, who Jiesitated to 
diapose of my sacred person, and seot me oa to the Commandant. 
He, too, generoua soûl, should give me a further promenade, and 
I waa sent under recruited escort to the gênerai in command 
of the district, and was ushered into Ma august présence with 
îittle ceremony, and with lésa reapect. I regret t forget thia 
fellow'a nauie, or lliat I caunot put my hand upou the oificial laUses 
pofser which he ultimately gave me, He waa not, however, a 
dvtvngiié looking individual. Eis subordinates treated him nith a 
familiarity wliich waa generally communistic in ita way. How- 
ever, he overbaiiled my papers, and when satisfied with my eharac- 
ter, geaeroosly iuvited me \a accept service under hîa filthy-looking 
rag. 

" r will give you command of a régiment thia veiy day. Capitaine," 
he nrged, moving towarda tho clûnmeypiece, on which several black 
bottlea labled " cognac" were atanding in quiet anticipation of having 
their coutenta emptied by tho General a&d bis ataff. No doubt he 
wiahed to Boft«n my obduratc heart, aa be invited me to Gome of the 
brandy and helped himself aft«r a, fasbion I hod very seldom seen 
practiaed in France — u Howiug fui! bumper. 

" It b not my affair," I replied, " againat the Qennana I am 
always at the service of France, but a foreigner has no rigbt to inter- 
fère in domestic affaira of auother nation,'' 

" Ah, you are mistaken, Capitaine" replied the Qenerol, as I hit 
upon one of tho favourite arguments of tbe heroes of the Com- 
niune. " Oura ia the cause of humanity," he contûiued, aa ha 
helped hirnself to couveuîent aips at tbe contents of the glass, 
"wishiog to eatablish a fraternity of Dations to elevate the poor, aud 
to curtiûl the wealth of the ricli. Law, sir, should protect the 
woak, the strong eau generally protect themaelvea. Législation in 
the past haa b«eu mode by oue sectiou of aociety, to the diacomfiture 
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and dégradation of the other. Corne," he continued ezte 
hand towards me, " corne and join us, and be one of the n 
of the human race." But it vas no use, and my unsjmpathetic 
nature cotild uot apprcciate tbe atopia the ardent brain of tiie 
gênerai, aasisted by ardent spirits, had conjured up. At last ba 
gave me a laûett potier, and even proTJded an escort to see me safe 
at the station, giving me, however, a parting instruction to quit Paria 
at once. I did ao ! It naa not Bafe for anj oue wearing the unifomi 
of tlie Armie Regulaire ta be found atrolliiig about the streeta, and | 
I took the firet train for Havre. En route, the Gcrmaus were stUll 
everywhere, they crowded ail the stations, were posted at ail avail- -J 
able points, and their apiked or ehoe-brush head-dresscs, were vj^bla 1 
ail along the way. I 

At Ilnvre, thure wss, as usuol in ail French towna al that perîod, I 
the hum of "encore la gutrre." Revengo appeared to hâve entcnxl I 
the learts of ail the peuple in the town. Tbc soldicre alona vr«ra J 
^letit, and more than once 1 was forced to notice the coutemptuous I 
srieer that passed over the face of aome luen, who bore the trocea nt I 
the campaiga upon his persoo, when be was liateniiig tu tho Qippuit I 
lombast of a bourgeois, or a Xntîunal Cloardsman. in the en/it, I 
in tbe strcate, in the théâtres, it vraa ail the same; the cry of "eneitfv I 
/E(>/ufrTV,"wasrepeatedeveTywhere. Eien the Mobiles orca«ionally I 
inilulged la the prédiction. Meu, wltose term of service had been 1 
made up belilnd the fortlScations, were above ail others, the ntefl 
iinconiprouiising heroea, the moat determined Eulvocatea for onollur^ 
u-nr. The carpet heruei» of the Republic-^tlic dorlings of tho Cois- I 
miino, were one and ail loud in their detomii nation, to seo the uouv I 
■nit wilh tho German "horde»," at no distant dalo. Thèse mcn, I 
hotvever, knew little of French military organization, aud Ihey know 1 
\au lit Qerman administrative power. But I tound that eacb polilical I 
pnrty blnnicd every other party wilh beîug the uauM of Uw di 
The L«gitimiitts "uw It aU from tho coiamcacomaat." 
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possible th&t the Imperïalists conld succeed, Tbe exit of the Em- 
peror was, iu ttteir opinion, a. juist daiouement to bis entry. Sedan 
waâ the rétribution for tlie coup d'état. Eut Henri Cin^.tlie legiti- 
inate claimant to the tlirone of Ms anceator», would restore the faded 
honours of France, and once more bumiah her worn uid bnttered 
ajmour. So argued tho Legitimista, who geueroUy accompamed 
their opinion by a virtuous deniinciation of everytliing that waa not 
tempered to their political taatea. The fiepublicana were even more 
boisterous. Tbey were cierely biding their tiine, just waiting to 
consolidate their policy, and then tbe manhood of the nation wuuld 
Bettle accounta with tho "barburians" of the North. Wheji the 
political atnicture ot "Not I the king, but we the people," waa once 
fairly an its lega, the Republicans were to serioDsly set about anuther 
war, the reault of which would aaauredly be, to uuvrch acroas the 
Rhine, to the victorioua Bhout of "à Berlin, à Berlin." But tbis 
waâ ali swagger. It vus the effort of a fooliah bruvoisiu, wbiuh wi!l 
not ackuowledge itaelf worsted. ''Xo matter from wh»t cauâe, Fruoce 
bus beeu beaten," ïlarshal MacMithon said to me months aftenvards, 
when I bad the honour of an interview with the illustrious chief ; 
he ackiiowiedged opeuly and fairly, that Prauce bad been humiliated, 
aud he ia too niuch the aoldier, too open iu bis cUivalrous sou), not 
to candidly admit what ta patent to the whole world. Eut the 
gentlemen of the ganisoa towns would scArcely admit thts fact. It 
waB a mère tempurary dépression in their opinion, aud a few montha 
would lunke matters right again. To men uumoved by préjudices, 
even Hope appeared to bave fled from Franco, for military, social, 
aud political life, was iu s. state of chaoa. 

It waa refreshing, indeed, amongst the crowd of swaggering 
bullios, to meet an occoâional aoldier, men who had eeeu service in 
the field amîdât tbe frost, the famine, aud the Uardahips of a mid- 
winter campaign, and to hear t/iem epeak ia t«rma of immeaaui'ably 
disguat of the bravac/ie gentry with wbom they came iuto contact 
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Eveil thâ Oar&batdini wsre not free f rom tbe braggart spirit of the 
day. They contrMted most unfavourably with the unassumin g piou, 
piov. of the Freneh Une, I met one of their captains in Havre, who, 
if aU hîs words were to be aMredited, had performed ptodigies o( 
vîvîour ; he to!d euch atories of hair-breadth escapes by flood and 
field, that I wiia induccd to believe that the toga of Jack Falstaff 
had fallen upon his ahouldera. " Garabaldiaiis nevor 
Baid to mo with the air of Don Qiiixote, whilo he strotted ubout 
wilh moftsured stridee, and a swaggerïng gait. He looked upon m* 
with a sneer vorthy of ^ars birnself, when I reptied that I 
veiy often glad to run away, and that the feeling, next to a dsairs' 
to do my duty, which possesasd mo, waa to keep my precioaa 
tomy entire, from the effects ci( villanoiia saltpetre. I disguated th» 
Uero of Dijon, when I told him that I tried to emulate the flight of 
an electric current upon auch occasions, and was deairous of leaving 
not even a nreck of me bchind, as I vanjahed " tike the baselosa 
fabric of a vision." He evidently thought we Iriah niade poor 
aoldiers, although he did not tetl me so, pethaps be beaitated to 
offend a late companion iu arma, or perhaps he hnd some other 
reaaoa more patent when applied to awa^erers of tbo FilstafflAn 
type. However Havre waa crowded with Volunteers. The Govorn- 
ment generouBly gave each mnn n month'e pay and a frec posa 
his destination. The Irish soldiers had alreaily dcparted for DnbUa 
via Liverpool, and on the 6th of April I left Havre via ^>outhMn| 
fur LoudoD. The distant lighu of La Btlle France- faded in thi 
gloom, as wo apun on ftcrods the chntiiiel, and laOro than on 
conjftred up mnny happy DanociAtions which had spning iiito a 
ence.diiring my air months' cnmpaign in the couutry. Vos, Fi 
i» the premier conntiy of tbe vorld. With ail her fnnlti sh^ haa fai 
virtuea. Monarcby hna not made hor «yci>phiinti(r, Imperialli 
not madu lier unchivalrous, nor lus Itcpiiblicauîsm mado ber ti 
tooujk Vikae vill jruu mect with tba oasy couitt^y, Uw a 
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tone. the gênerons impulse, tbe chivairous conduct, which is su iiiii- 
veraal i» France. Nor do I beliave that France vas the aggressor 
in tliat diï^troua war. She w.ts not the aggressor when Deomnrb 
was assailed, and dismembered hj those " peaceful Ocrmans." She 
was mit the a^ressor vheu those " peaceful Gemuina" planned and 
worked out the ciimpaign of 1SG6 agAiinst Austria, and whtch re- 
Bulted in the subjugatioa of the Union States oE Oennany. She 
vas not the aggressor when Prussia Corced the South Gennan Statta 
to accept a inilitary convention, which waa secretly convened in con 
trareutitu to the articlra of the Trenty of Priiiçue. France wiia not 
the aggressor when those '' pearefui Qermnna " set at nought the 
eame trcaty with référence to the Danish [lopnlatioD of Holland. 
She waa not tbe aggressor when Bismark, in conapiracy with Prîm, 
sought the élévation to the Spanish throne of a ecion of tho bouse of 
Hoheuzollern. The sin of France over has been thut she was, and 
ia, too chivairous. In her the oppressed nationalities of the world hiive 
erer found a champion. Instinctively she leaus to the wcak. Her 
virtues more than counterbalance her faults. France has ever beeti 
the pioneer of civilization in Europe, the honte of SHgea, and the crn- 
dle of chivalry, To-d.-jy the kinglygraceof the court of Louis XIV. aita 
aa eaBÎly upou the Bepublican ouvrier, as it doea upon the coroneted 
browa ùf those long liue of nobleati wbo look at you frotn out their 
gîlded framea ou the walla of the picture galiery in Versaillea. 
When Fruuce found herself thrown from the ptnnacle of mïlitary 
famé, pu«hed fr^mfthe pedestal of her greatness, into the mire of 
degeneracy, it was natuml that some burst of indignation, and 
threata of revenge should Bweep like an avalanclie over the couiitry. 
At auch a time ail due allowance niuat bu niadu for a nation nf 
chivairous mon. But taVe her ail in, ail and nowhere will you find 
tUat courteous civility which is equally perceptible beueath the blùute 
at a labourer or the fine cloth of a liomme diitiiiffitê, whoae houjo is 
France. Comparisous nipy be odious, and yet even whiit Is 



258 "la compagnie iblandaise." 

maj be also healthy. " Look upon tbis picture and tben upon tliat*' 
may be tbe means of tempering many a man's conduct in life. From 
France tu England is but a abort joomey, at least geograpbically, 
but it is a very long way if ail the amenities of life were to be tbe 
gange of distance. I was not two bours on Englisb soil until I was 
insulted, and simply because I wore a bear-skin coat as a protection 
against tbe weatber. In France I bad not seen six drunken meu 
during tbe six montbs I was in tbe conntry, in England I saw a 
dozen before I arrived at tbe metropolis. I beard, too, from tbe mon 
wbo were compelled to travel in tbeir uniforms, tbat tbey were 
everywbere received witb unconrtesy, rudeness, nay, witb positive 
insulta ; even men wearing tbe uniform of ber Majesty did not 
bcsitate to offend a few of tbe men of La Comjmgnie Irlandaise 
wbo bad travelled via Soutbampton, and we were ail glad to sbake 
tbe dust of England off our feet, and to once more stand upon Insb 
soily after six montbs' absence from our native land. 
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AANK ANO NAME. 



Captain M. W. Kirwan. 
Lient. F. M'Alevej. 

„ B. Cotter. 
Assistant- Surgeon R. Macl^en. 
Sergeant-Major Albert DuTisFord 
Foarrien>Sergt. Henry M'Cro<>diA 
Sergeant Terence B}-ru«. 

„ Frank Byme. 

„ M. H. Carey, 

„ John Myers. 

„ James Qoina. 
Caporal W. D. Carmichad 
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John Foran. 

Andrew O'ReilIy. 

Matthew French. 

Patrick Corr 

Patrick Manning. 

G. B. Brennan. 

John O'Brien. 

Richard O'Brien^ 
„ William J. Dwyer. 
Soldât 3(ichael Bain. 

Thomas Banaon. 
James Barry« 
Joseph Begley. 
James Bonlger. 
James K. Boarke. 
Patrick Boyle 
Philip Branagan 
Patrick Brien. 
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Promoted lientenaut. 



Promoted foarriei* caporal at 
Bourges, 5th Dec. 1870. 



Promoted-sergeaut. 



fVomoted to Ist class soldier. 
Promoted caporal. 
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„ Andreo CbUkbU. 
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„ JohnCirey 


Promotea to IbI oIb» aoldiei. 
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„ Joha OUay. 
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„ James Clinch. 
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„ Andrew Curoll. 
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„ WiUiKo J. Cliulon 
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„ Oeortte Calemiiu 


Promottd to lel claM ïoldîcr. 
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„ Timothy Conru; 


do. 




86 


„ JohnOonwsy 


du. 
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„ Uichul C»Tnc. 
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„ John CroDiD. 
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., PhUîp Crul«. 
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„ PiulCûllen 






41 


„ Keom Dekny. 






42 


„ ThomM DaUuy 


Fromoted ta caporal of tlia 
iBt clau. 




13 


„ Bernait Dqlkgliin. 




4li 


„ Jamee K^l^. 






45 


„ Michael GalWa 


Promoted caporal. 




46 


., Daniel Gilfaddi'r 






47 


„ Palriok Oomui 


rrunotïd ist cImi caportl. 




48 


George Onhiiiii. 






49 


„ William Gnici., 






BO 


„ Pater Griffla. 






51 


„ WiUiam B. Hnugbtou 


Promoted lo lit uUm MtUiM. 




sa 


„ Ed*aMHa,d«i 






G3 


„ Déni* Hayei. 
„ WiUiam Hmt. 






54 






&5 


„ Qer.ia Howwa. 






se 


„ JaoM Hylind. 






67 


„ WUlikm Ke'ly. 






68 
59 


„ Geofge Kennnily. 
„ ThomM KdowIm. 


1 




00 


„ Tiœothy Lurkin. 






61 


„ Micbkcl Lynam 


PromaUd h> Irt olMi «Iditr. M 




62 


„ Jame. H'Kenmu 






63 


., J>me. Uadden. 






64 


„ Daniel M'EToy 


PromoUd «poml. H 




65 


„ Oeorge Malone. 


■ 




m 


„ HiUry M'Derm.« 


ProDiotiid «ponJ. ^M 




67 








68 


„ TiDOthj Harlu. 


■ 




60 


„ Thoraaa Uanna 




ta 


1 




^J 
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Nominal Roll of ihe IrUh Company as it stood at Us Formation ai Caen, 


NO. 

70 


hank and name. 


' BEMABKS. 


Soldat John Meeban. 


1 


71 


„ William Millar. 


1 

1 


72 


,i Owen Muldoou. 




73 


,, Gerald Noian 


Promoted to Ist class soldier. 


74 


,y Charles Nordell. 




76 


,t Francis O'Brien. 




76 
77 


„ Timothy 0*Connor. 
„ Edward O'Keeffe. 




78 
79 


,. Cœsar O'Doherty. 
„ B. J. L. O'Hanlon. 




80 


„ James O'Neill. 




81 


„ Jeremiah O'Neill. 




82 
83 
84 


„ George O'Shanghnessy. 
„ Patrick O'Seilly 
„ Michael O'Toole. 


Promoted caporal. 

1 


85 
86 


„ George Pope. 
it Daniel Scanlon. 




87 


„ Patrick Sheehan. 




88 


„ James Smith. 




89 
90 


„ Joseph Sutdiffe. 
ti James Walsh. 




91 


„ Augnatos Underwood ... 


Promoted caporal. 




SUBSEqUENTLT JOINED THE COMPANr AT B0UBGE8. 


92 
93 


Sergeant Anthony Donnellan. 
Soldiat Patrick Mahony. 


. 




TRENCH SEBGEANTS ATTACHED TO 


THK IBISH COMPANY. 


94 
93 


Sergeant H. Amand. 
„ G. Mazaine. 




96 


tf G. Malouaki. 

— . j. 





■-a^l^^^^g^ 



APPENDIX. 



NOMINAL ROLL 



36S fl 



THE I RISH COMPANY, 

['TAKEN AT THE "KBD FAHM," OX THE 24tH JANUAEr, 1B7I. 



.. 




„.,„.. 


1 


Capliin M. W. Kirwaji 


MontbalJiarJ. 


] 


LlentaBant P. M'AWey 


Dutj— wonnded second day 
at Moatbelllaid. 


2 


„ B. Cotter 


Dnty. 


1 


l8t Claga AsBiatant-Surgoon S,. 
gergeuit-Mojor Albert Dnasford 


D..,. 


1 


Dotj— wonnled first day ut 






Montbelliard. 


•2 


Fourrier- Sergeant Henry U'CrosBÎn 




■3 


Sergant Terenee B jrne 


Duty. 




„ Frank Bjrna 


»nt,. 


•5 


,. M.H.Carey 


Dnty. 


6 


„ AntLoti; DonnelUo 


Wonnded Kcond day *l 
MoatbeUiard — miimng 
Berand day on the retreat. 


7 


„ Putriclc Corr 


Dnty. 


9 


„ llennAtnand 


Died in hospital from the 
effecta of woonda reoeiTed 
on tho second day at 
MontbBlUard. 


9 


,. G. Maz^o 


Sliot «oond day oC Mont- 
belUard. 


•10 


Foon-ier Caporal W. I). Canniohaol 


Dnty. 


u 


Capora. AQdrBwO'Ki-iUj 




12 




In hospital— wonnded second 
day Ht Montbelliwd. 
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APPENDIX, 



Nominal Roll of the TrisJi Company, taken at the Red Farm, Jan. 2i, 1871. 



NO. 



13 
14 
15 

16 
17 

•18 

19 
20 

21 
22 
23 
24 



25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
83 
34 
35 
86 



87 
88 
89 

40 
41 
42 
48 

44 

4Ô 



&ANK AHD NAME. 



Caporal Hilarj M'Dermott 
Patrick Gormaa 
Laurence Mahony 



f» 



n 

a 

fi 
n 

if 



Hicliael Galvin 
Daniel M'Bvoy 
Paul CoUen 

Thomas Delany 
G. Malooski 



Soldat Micbael Bain 

Thomas Bannon 
James Barry 
Joseph Begley 



)) 



a 



it 



tt 

t1 


James Bonlger 
James K. Boorke 


»» 

M 


Patrick Boyle 
Philip Branagan 
Patrick Brien 


}l 


Laurence Breen 


)• 


C. B. Brennan 


>1 


Andrew Caldwell 


»» 
!• 
»» 


John Carey 
John Claffey 
James Clinch 


»l 


Andrew Carroll 


>f 


WUliam J. Clinton 


il 
ii 


George Coleman 
Timothy Conroy 




John Conway 
Michael Coyne 
Jobn Cronin 


tt 


FhiKp a Crute 



»t 



t» 



Keam Delany 
Bernard Dnllaghan 



HBMARKS. 



Duty. 

Duty. 

Daty — wonnded first day at 
Montbelliard. 

Duty. 

Duty. 

Duty— wonnded first day at 
Montbelliard. 

Duty. 

Shot second day at Mont- 
belliard. 

Duty. j 

Hospital (frostbitten). i 

Hospital. 

B^ported missing second day 
of Montbelliard, tumed np 
in Switzerland. 

Duty. 

Duty. 

Duty. 

Duty. 

Duty. 

Died at Bourges (sman^poz). 

Reported shot at Orléans. 

Duty. 

Duty. 

Duty. 

Hospital (small-poz). 

Wonnded second day at 
Montbelliard. Reported 
shot first moming of the 
retreat. 

Hospital. 

Duty. 

Ambulance — wonnded at 
Montbelliard second day. 

Duty. 

Hospital — fraotnre of thê lèg. 

Ambulance (frostbitten). 

Shot seoond day at Mont- 
belliard. 

Duty. . 

Duty. 



■ 


^^r JkPPENDIX, 


2â7 




Kom 


inal Sûll af the Ir!3J> Company, takm atthc Red FtH-nv, 7.1... 3-f. 1S71. 






;7 


.„.„„„„. 


BKUAIIKS. 




46 


Soldat William J. Dny« 


In hoapital — wonnded tliîrd 








da; at Montbelliard. 






« 


,. jM.e8Ea»tace 








4» 


„ ilalthow Fronoh 


Heported shot third daj ut 
Montbelliard. 






-19 


„ JohnFDran 


Staff emploj (Tonra). 






50 


., Daniel GillWJ.-r 


Dutj. 






Bl 


„ George G rahom 


Dntj. 






fi 


„ Williaoi Grftt-u 


Duty. 






G8 


„ Peter GriiEn 


Dotj. 






51 


„ Edward Hajden 


Ambnluice (froitbUfen). 






63 


„ Uurald Howard 


Uiuing B«sond day ut Mont- 
belliard ~ ton. ad ap in 
Bwitaeriand. 






5Q 


„ Denis HiiTPB 


Doty. 






57 


„ William HoïT 


Dntj, 






bS 


„ JnmeaHyland 


Daty. 






53 


„ William Kïlij 


yjasing aecond day al Mont, 
balliaid. 






60 


„ GeorKB Kt'Dnedy 


ùo. 






(il 


„ Tliomaa Knowl^a 
„ Timoth). Larliiti 


Dnty. 
Duty. 








„ MiebaelLjnaiu 


Dntj. 






Gi 


„ J:.mee Modâen 


HoapiUl {froitbitteii). 






tJ5 


„ George Mulona 


MiMinB-wûonded tbird daj 
al Montbeilidrd. 






6a 


„ PiitricV Manning 


Duty. 






07 


., T,i..oihj lua» 


at Moutbelliard. 






68 


„ Thoma.Marum 


Dntj. 






69 


„ JohnMeel.uTi 


Hoapital (woanded), 






70 


„ Willioni MiUar 


Missinst— rei-orted sîiot bp- 
«mddayat UontbïlIiotJ. 






71 


„ OwenMoliIoou 


Doty. 






73 


„ J.hnMye™ 


InhoipitaUfraitbittsn]- 






7a 


GeraldNolan 


Duty. 






7i 


„ CUarle. Mordall 


Mining Koond âay at Mont- 

belli..rd, 
MiHing Ëot d»j at Moul. 






75 


., FraDcia O'Bciïn 










beilUrd. 






76 
77 


„ JohnO'Brien 
„ liiLliardO'Brieu 


du. 

i.0. 






7» 


„ Tiraotb? O'CnDor 


nntt. 






lu 


„ E.O'awffe 


Hoifital. 




u 


i 
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Nominal Holl of the Irish Company, taken ai the Red Fa/rm^ Jan, 24, 1871. 



NO. 

80 


RANK AND NAME. 


RBMAEKS. 


4 


Soldat 0. O'Doherty 


Duty. 


• 


81 


)) 


E. J. O'Hanlon 


Miâsing second day. 




82 


j» 


James O'Neill 


do. 




83 


>» 


Jeremiah 0*Neill 


Duty. 




84 


tt 


Patrick O'Reilly 


Duty. 


i 


85 


» 


George Pope 


Hospital. 




86 


a 


James Qainn 


Duty — wounded. • 




87 


>i 


D. Scanlon 


Reported shot second daj ai 
Monthelliard. 




88 


>» 


Patrick Sheehan 


Duty. 




89 


?» 


James Smith 


Ambulance. 




90 


» 


James Sntcliffe 


Duty. 




91 


)) 


James Walsh. 


Duty. 




92 


»» 


A. Underwood 


Shot first day at Montbel- 










liard. 




93 


it 


John Malon y 


Hospital. 




84 


»i 


William R. Uanghton ... 


Duty. 




93 


ti 


James M * Kenna 


Duty. 




96 


it 


M. O'Toole 


Duty. 


m 



No|i. — The names marked with an " asterisk,** were recommended by the Colonel of 
Foreign Le]fion to reçoive a service medal for disUoguished coDducfc m the field. 



THE END. 



DAVIDSONS 
FRIZE MEDAL STEEL FENS, 

Ber IQajeety's Statîouery Office, and to the Principal 
Public Offices throughont Ireland, 

Are now acknowledgeii lf> be thiï beet Jluuufactufâd. 

BROWITE & NOLAN. 24, NASSAU STBEEZ 

R. HENDRTCK, CUre^treet ; WALLER'S, Suffolfe-street ; 

M. & S. EATON'S, Graftoii-strect ; | 

CHAHLES WOQAN, SacksiUe-st.; J. DOLLAR!», Danie-street r j 
J. O'MALLEY, 4, St. Andrew-street ; 

aiid tho otlicr rcBjiectable Statioiiera. { 

WHOLESALE ONLY AT THE WAUElIOllSE. ! 

6, Great Brunswick Street, Dublin.^ 
THE SOUTH CITY DBUG HALL. 

EstaUhhed f.w tl^ È'de of GENUINB 

DBUOg, lOILS&COLOHS, I rERFI.iMEBy, I PATENT iiËBicrat». \ 

CHEMICALS. LAMPOILS, BHUSHES. HOMŒflPATHIC ISl J 

SPICXS, I VARNI3HES. | Uedialel Con[oetIon«rï, | HORS E a CATTLE I>u. A 

AU of PUREST and FINEST QUAUTV, at moiUraU price).. ^ 

" PURE COD LIVER OIL, 

OdonrlesB, Tasteleas, «net Colonriesa, 
Sw Dr. CAMESON'S Analysii : 

'■ I hnvo esiiiùiiod & «peeimon "1 Cod Llvor Ofl fnim Heur». Hbjth & Cn., lî OnIM"" 

"CHARLES A. CAMEKON, 
" 16. PeinhrokcRoad, Jul)-2T, 1607," "AnalyltlollieCUyiifDlilil,,,. 

Imported and Sold by WILLIAM HÂTES & CO- 

Ageote for Brandram'B (îeuuine Whïto Lead. Noblf'B and Hoare» 

Varnisbea. Kects celebrated PsÙil^r'B Brnahea. Supciior BlAck an>l 

* Browa Varniahe», la. 3cî.& 29. 3d.p«r Gallon. In ïU, 20. & 30 Gallon 

C'aBlts, frce; or îu smallcr Veeaela (clifirged), at same prîœ. For Out- 
d<ioc work, Efiuol to Paiut, and oiio-iourth tbe pricc. 

W.,»Haye3 & Oo., Proprietor», lî, Gfta,t\ûu «ta"w^.i 




JOHNSTON'S CIVIL SERVICE BOÛKS 



ThlTdUmtim.vkhCnuÊTvU. l'riM 1>. 
CITIL SEKVICE TOTS. 



tBE COVFBTITtTE OSOSKA^PET. 



UUEES. A eu. 



D. VAUCIHAN 

Merchant Tailor and Outfitter," 

10 & 16, DPPEE OEMOND QUAY, 10 & Il 

New Stock qJ SuperOne West of Eosland Olothu, Tweeds, a 
TtffiHr Coatlnga, in aU the Hew Shades for tho Season. 

/mft_ and Scotch Tweeds for Gentlemen's i 

Aji XbflUll FU taS llnUlb coinfinvil «]Jktb« uMt moderut Prlcw ifuwwiui 
* IBf A«4'>'*<'« Stock of Ueù's. ïe^ahi . aiul^y'i CbUnui; ti 
10 .1- 1.;, f'HtJùlt ÔïlïlONU "^\;WI, 
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